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PEBFACB. 



The motives which originally indoced me to undertake the 
foUowing History, and the fear of my iiubility to do justice to a 
work that ought to possess more than common interest, render it 
impossible for me to place before the public the following pages 
without experiencing much more than the ordinary anxiety of an 
Author. 

The original history of Tiverton, published by Mr. Martin 
Dunsford in 1790, evidently requires to be extended, and in 
many instances corrected ; and a new editiou commenced by the 
late Mr. George Boyce, although possessing considerable interest, 
did not present all the advantages which might be derived from the 
valnable infonnadon it has been my good fortune to obtain, both 
from public and private sources. These connderations, added to a 
just tribute due from every author to the pnbUc^ induced me to 
forego the benefits, and disr^^d the great reduction of expense 
which would have resulted from coudnmng the numbers prepared 
by Mr, Boyce : if I have failed in my object, it has not been 
occasioned by want of exertion. 

Whether we regard the Town of Tiverton as having been the 
duef residence of a long line of powerfiil Nobles, whose rank and 
influence placed them high in the counsels and honours of the 
land ; or regard the station of great commercial importance it long 
held ; or take a general survey of its chequered History, the result 
must be the same, that of extreme interest. 
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The records vhicb mark the events of past jearS) can only be 
acquired after a long and tedious search, rither amoi^ the various 
depositions of public documents, or amid the still wider Archives 
of private memoriab ; and these have not been sparingly regarded 
in the following pages. To the many kind friends and influential 
persons who hare lent me their valuable and ready aid, I am bound 
by every tie of gratitude. Neither am I unmindful of those among 
the leaa opulent ranks of life, who have kindly and disinterestedly 
afforded me their assistance, and contributed much valuable infor- 
- mation. To all and each I here convey my unfeigned thanka ; and 
if the work thus offered to the public <hauld attain its object, 
I feel how much will be due to others rather than myself. 

I have taken but limited pains to solicit Subscribers to this 
work ; and although the number has fallen far short of my hopes 
or expectations, I return my best thanks to those who have 
honoured me with their names, a list of which vrill be given in 
the second and last volume. 

With these necessary observations I take my leave ; and if 
at a future period I should be called on to renew my labours, I 
feel myself placed in the position of all Authors, of being able to 
correct, and in some iustances add to the body of erid^nce which 
has been here digested. 

Tieerton, 

February 3rd, 1845. 
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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS, 

^^ BOOK I. 

GENERAL HISTORY, 

AND 

REMARKABLE OCCURRENCES. 



IN ^ neigbbourbood abounding in rich and 
"■ beautiful scenery, it is not a subject of sur- 
prise tbat tbe original founders of tbe Town of 
Tiverton sbouid have fixed on so pleasant a spot 
for it, situated as it is on rising ground, sheltered 
by hills on every side but the S. E., and sloping on 
tbe West to the river Exe, the Isaca or Isca of 
Ptolomy, the Isc of tbe Britons, and Saxon Ex, 
each signifying Water, and bounded on tbe East 
by the River Loman, called Suning, or sluggish, 
a name appropriately applied. It is'^bout 160 
miles W. by S. of London, Long. 3. 29. West, and 
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HISTORICAL HEH01RS OF TIVERTON. 

l<at. 50. 54. North. It is supposed to be one 
of tbe largest boroughs in the Kingdom, being 
in extent about 9^ from N. to S. and 8^ from 
E. to W. 

Of its history previous to the Conquest, little 
is known. It derived its appellation of Tiverton, 
by contraction from Twiporo, or Two - fobh Town,J 
being formerly approached by two fords over tbe 
river Bxe and Loman. As the Country between 
the £xe and Tamar was not wholly conquered by 
the Saxons until the time of Atbelstan, the termi- 
nation ton, from Tun on Tune British, or the 
Roman termination dunum, rendered in English, 
ton, bespeaks its existence at an earlier date, and it 
may be presumed that during the reign of Alfred, 
(A. D. 872,) TwYFOHo, in Tbrra Rbois, was a 
village on a little bill, and Capital of its hundred 
of the same name. It was governed by a Portreeve,* 
and had 12 tythings,^ and it is very probable to 



X Called TmmwroKt in Dotnetdi^-liooki uid Twttxkton in 
the Noninft VUltTDin. 

* "The andent Saxon teim wu 'iwre,' lynonlmoui with Mayor; 
B> that title for the head Officer ii very conunon in the early hiatoir of 
almoat all the Borongha in England. It occun but once in the Lawa td 
Ida, U SeeOon. In the l*t Section of the and Chap, of the Lam of 
Alfred, 160 year* later, the 'Kinga reeve' 1* mentioned) and Edward, hla 
tncceawr, prOTidea, that no perMm ihall boy any thing without the gate 
nulet* the Portneve ihall be witneaa," 

Port did not, in Saxon Umea, mean, according to iti modem accep- 
tation, only a tea-port or a haven ; but a port or gate. — Herewether'a 
report of the Borough of Weat-Looe, p. xlii, note d. 

{ One of the 10 diatiicta into which, hniMltedi wen divided by 
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BOOK I. GENERAL HISTOBT 

have been one of the many villages or small towns, 
either bailt or enlarged by Alfred after the establish- 
ment of peace by the Conqaest of the Danes, " for 
which purpose, " say Hume," he set aside a seventh 
portion of his own revenue for maintaining a num- 
ber of Workmen, whom he constantly employed 
in re-building the ruined Cities, Castles, Palaces, 
and Monasteries." 

It may also be inferred from a sketch of Anglo- 
Saxon population towards the termination of their 
rule in Britain,* that Hverton could not be a place 
of great extent at that time, as after giving 476 
Burgesses to Exeter, 83 to Barnstaple, 69 to 
Lidford, 110 to Totness, and 4 to Oakhampton, 
only 41 remiun, to be divided over so large an 
extent as the remaining portion of the County 
of Devon. 

By tradition we learn that in 1002 the Inha- 
bitants were of sufficient extent to act in compliance 
with secret orders issued by Ethelred, for a general 
massacre of the Danes, to take place on the festival 
of St. Brice, being on Sunday-f- November 13th, 
" when the Danes that were in the Town of Twvford 
upon the river Isca, or Aisse, were massacred by 
the Women, with much secresy, in the night.;}: 



King Alfred, tot the better coiuemtion of the peace, and moK taaj 
•dminutratlan of Jutiee. Bioit X«w Die. 

* S. Tmnier'a hiitoiy of Anglo ■ Suoni, V. 9. p. M4, 

t The dk; on which th Danei were in the habit of bathing. Hutae 

t Thi( eitract and the foregoing one were taliCD from an Aodcot 
B 2. 
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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS OF TIVERTON. 

The huQdred of Tiverton § is deecribed in 
Domesday-book,* under the title of Tbhra Regis, 
or land-f- belonging to the King; and, according 
to that book is said to have been held by several 
persons, during the reign of Kiug Edward the 
Confessor, as Vassals or Servants of the King4 

In the reign of William the Conqueror, inde- 
pendent of the Domesday - book, Tiverton is 
mentioned with other parts of Devonshire ^ as 
belonging to the King. In Diselog. de Scaccario. 
p. 21. col. 1, and 2. it states, "William 1. was 
also Lord or possessor of the Towns of Sulfretone, 
Teintone, Alseminster, and other Towns in Devon- 
shire." 



MSS. initten by Mt. Hroett, m Mercbant of 'nrertoa, id 1730, nod 
formerl; ia potseuion of Mr, PuUen, of Thorrertoo. 

i The divitioD of the Kingdom into hundredi wu under the 

legislation of King Alfred, about A. D. 890. The hundred of Tiverton 

contains the five following Forisbei: ■ Tivxkton, Huntsbah, 
Uplowuan, CAi.TBKLBioa, and LOZBNER. 

* A record pieserred in fiie Chapter Honte at Wnchester, and 
taken by order of William the Coaqueroi, 1060. It vas aometiiaea 
called Rotuliu WintoniK, and via the book from which judgment was 
to be given upon the value, tenureii and terrieei of the land* therein 
docribed. The plan was adopted from a mmj of Al&ed'a, called 
Dom Boc, a record which eusted in the re^ of William lit, but 
is BJace lost The Domeaday-book ia generally nippoaed to have been 
completed in 10B6. 

t A Hyde, or Hide of Land ii ai mo^ ai could be tilled 
after one plough in a year; estimated at from 100 to 120 Acres. 

i See Appendix, Tfe. 1. 

{ The term Shire it derived from the Saxon word Sctfan, 
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BOOK I. GENERAL HISTORY. 5 

Id 1072 the building of the Parish Church was a. d. 
completed, aad consecrated by Leofricns 1st. Bishop 1072. 
of Exeter. It ts probable, however, that an earlier 
Church existed, which it was the practice of the 
Saxons to build of Wood.* 

Soon after the Conquest, these lands were held loeo. 
by Baldwin de Brionis, or de Molis, a relative and 
follower of the King, by whom he was created 
hereditary Earl and Sheriff of Devon, which inheri- 
tance, or holding by Feudal tenure descended to 
his Son, on whose death without issue, the property 
was given, by Henry I. to his " faithful and beloved 
Councillor" Richard de Redvers, or Rivers, created 
Earl of Devonshire, and the nearest relative of 
Baldwin de Brionis, by whom the Castle was built,j: 
and two Parks, called Castle and Ashley Parks, 
were subsequently attached to it, the whole forming 
a Baronial residence of great extent and magni- 
ficence, and in whose name it continued for nearly 
two centuries. 

It appears most probable that at the period of 

to braudi, or divide. The introdnctioti of Shin*, oi Conntie* ii 
traoed to Alfred abont A. D. 890. 

* As Boon u the Normuo* were settled in England, the; began 
to build Chmche* ; and it wm commonly beliered, that a life apent in 
rapine and bloodslied wa» atoned for bj giving or beqneatbiDg a 
portion of the wealth «o acquired, for the building and endowing 
both Chnrche* and Monaiteriea. See HeniT*! hiatory of Britain, 
Vol 6, page 180 to 1B4. 

t Abont the year 1ID6. It ia stated by Itewett in Ua HSS. 
before referred to, that 6te Caatle »X llverton waa the Crtt building 
of done, aa well M poueuing glased Wmdowt, in Tinttoii. 
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HISTORICAL MBHOIRS OP TIVERTON. 

which we are now speaking, the Manor of Tiverton 
no longer formed a part of Terra Regis. This, 
however wa« not the case with other portions of 
Devonshire, for we find that Exeter was the De- 
mesne-City of William Ist, who had there "300 
Houses wanting 15 which p^d custom." 

Id the reign of Henry I. the Crown was 
seized of many Towns in Devon, amongst others 
was Exeter ; and he confirmed to the Priory of 
the Holy Trinity in London the grant of his Qneen 
Matilda, for the good of her soul, of £25 on the 
farm of the City of Exeter, and commands his 
chief Justiciar, and the Barons of bis Exchequer 
to constrain the Sheriff of Devonshire to pay the 
same to the sud Canons.* 

Richard I. confirmed to his Wife Berengaria, 
the Royal revenues arising from the tin Mines in 
Devon and Cornwall, valued at 2000 Marks-f- per 
Annum for her dower ; and King John endowed 
his Queenf most richly with many Towns in the 
West of England, besides Exeter, and the tin 
Mines of Devon and Comindl. 



• ChaiUi Antiq. N. a. 17. 

t A nurit of Siher in Hew; L ttme mi 6a. Id. in weii^t ; 
BOW it Ii 13a. ii. 

t InbeDk of Aogoaleme. Slie wm tiie only Child and helrcn 
of Aymer or Americuii Count of Angouleme, loniBmed TBillefer. By 
matemal dcMent die ihued th« blood of the Capeliui Soverdgni, 
her Mother, Alice de Conrtenay, being the daughter of Peter de 
Courtenajr, flfthSonofLoniiVI, KingofFnuioe. SMeUand, V. i. p. W. 
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Edward I. had 285 Hoiues in Exeter paying a. a 



£18, and the succeeding Kings retained the Lord- 
ship of that City, the Earls of Devonshire holding 
the Castle by Feudal tenure, to the time of Edward 
III, who by Charter, dated Waltham cross, 6th day 
of Febmary in Sixth year of his reign, '* granted 
the City of Exeter to the Citizens, to hold to them, 
their heirs and Successors, of the King and his 
heirs, at Pee - farm,* with all things belonging to 
the said Ferme, to the end they might live in the 
greater quiet, and might the better attend their 
trade and business." 

In tracing the general history of Tiverton 
from the earliest period, but little can be said, du- 
ring the continuance of the Saxon rule, and the 
absence of commercial enterprise, beyond that, 
conveyed in the history of the Nobles-f- and posses- 
sors of Manorial rights ; but it may be inferred from 



* Pee-hrm, or fenne, a, pnpetnal rent, that ii to My, wndinB 
k rmly rent Ibr ercr. Jladsx, Finma Bwgi. f, 1. 

t Among the Sftioni, next to the Prince* of the Boyal Fsmiljt, 
the fii«t degree of the Nobility ma that of Ealdormtn, which in ita 
primary RgniScation meani only an aged Man ; yet it came by degrees 
to itand for penona of the greateat diitiDCtioii. There were also 
infiaior Beldnmen in Citiei and Borou^is, which haa giTeo name 



After the Dane* were lettled in England, tlie title of Ealdonnan 
waa by d^nxa changed into that of Earl, a Danish word of the 
tame import. 

Next to the Earla and Dnkei, were the high-Sherifii of the 
Conntiea. They were followed by the Thanei, a Saxon word algnifying 
Miiditer or Servant These were both ecclesiastical and civil, the 



1106. 
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the continual incursions of the Danes in the West 
of England, and from their repeated attacks on 
Exeter, that the neighbourhood of Tirerton was 
not exempted from the ravages of these Invaders. 

The remains of a bill fortress also at Sk rink- 
hills,:}^ a portion of which is still visible on the 
rising ground S. S. E. of the Town, bespeaks an 
earlier residence here ; and the report of Marianus 
and Florentius of a great conflict having taken 
place at Bahantnne, (now Bampton,) A. D. 620, 
between the Saxons under Kenegel, the First 
Christian King of the West -Saxons, and the Bri- 
tons, where 20,000 of the latter perished on the 
field, adds strength to such a conviction. 

" Although we have no direct evidence from 
records,§ that Cities and Boroughs were represented 
in the Witena - gemot, |] yet there seems to be 



former tenned Man-Thuiei, and the latter werold- Thanes, who were 
■gala (bnned into three Clauea. The loiraat order mte the Ceortet, 
that ii, McTchanti. artiGcen, nmntrjinen, and othera. Thanea were 
afterwaidi termed Barona. Bapm, V. 2. p. 7 to 13, 6vo. edn. 

X " The Commmueation by a chain of poiti from Caatle Down 
tteai South Molton, and Berry -Castle in Withcridge, ii imagined to 
be thio' nrerton to Hembniy Foal, on Black -down near Honiton." 
CeUaimua Cvrieta, p. 24. 

{ S. Tnrner'i history of the Anglo - Saxons. 

II Or great conndl of the Nation: and altltOQgh it has been 
generally lupposed to have consisted of the Ealdermen and Thanea 
ot the Srtt rank, ( aflcr styled Earls and Barons,) its absohite formation 
is not podUvely known. It has severally been termed Michel -nptotlt, 
or great Council t Michel . gemote, or great meeting, and more fre- 
quently Wtena - gemote, or the meeting of Wise -Hen. 
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sufficient probabllittes of evidence that the fact was 
80. The claim of the Borough of Barnstaple, in 
DevDnshire, must have considerable weight on our 
judgments when we reflect on this subject. In a 
petition to parliament, presented in the reign of 
Edward S, this borough clumed to have been char- 
tered by Athelstan, with several privileges, and to 
have sent, from time immemonal Burgesses to 
parliament. Its claims were investigated by Jurors 
legally appointed, and tho' from the loss of the 
Charter, the other immunities were not confirmed, 
its right of sending Burgesses was admitted to 
continue."^ 

At the period of which we are now speaking, 
shortly before the Norman Conquest, the Anglo- 
Saxon population must have exceeded two Million, 
a great portion of which were in a state of servitude. 

When the Saxons completed the subjugation 
of England, about A. D. 600, they retained and 
enjoyed the same extended liberty and indepen- 
dence, which they possessed in their own Country, 
and inherited from their Ancestors. They were 
little restrained by laws ; averse in their general 
feelings and practice to commerce and arts ; and 
addicted to little beyond the use and exercise of 
arms, and the power they gEuned thereby.* The 

f Vol. 3. p. 201. 

• "The Suotu were bred np to arm*, "»ay» Rapin," from 
tlwii infancy, ud War may be Hdd to be their only profeuion. 
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Nobles were almost Oraiii[K)tent, regardlDg tbeir 
King more as the first among the citizens, than an 
hereditary Sovereign. The Anglo-Saxons are gene- 
rally represented as a rude uncultivated people, 
ignorant of letters, unskilled in the mechanical 
arts, and addicted to intemperance and disorder ; 
and although the mighty genius of Alfred prompting 
him to undertake a work so gigantic in itself, as 
that of remodelling the constitution, which he had 
to reform out of such discordant materials, operated 
as a check to the arbitrary spirit of the age, and 
enabled the Nation to repose under one uniform 
system of legislation, we find them at the termi- 
nation of the Saxon rule, not many degrees removed 
from a state of Barbarism. 

Although the Feudal 8ystem,-f- which originated 



They came to their geneial auembliea trmed ; and ihewed their 
tipprobation of what wu propoied by itriking their jivelin one 
Bgunst another. Their usual ainu were the sword, club, battle-aie 
or bill, and javelin. Ai thej had no bows and airowi, their battlci 
were the more blood;. After darting their JBveliiu, they caine to iJose 
fight They prided themselves on their courage and bravery, which 
led to many &milr fends, and as they dreaded the name of Coward, 
it leldom terminated but with the exttnction of one of the families." 
V. a. p. 55. 

t " From Feoda, feuds, feifs, or tea ; which last appellation, in 
the Northern languages, signifies a cooditional stipend or reward, 
( Blaclttlont, 2. 45.> The distiugolsbing characteristics of this pecnliar 
holding, was, that pro]^erty or estate so held, was not absolute and 
independent ownership ; f Cgekpirdia, V. lO.J and the condition annexed 
to Uiem was, that the possessor should do service Mlhftdly, both at 
home and in the Wars, and he was bound by an oath of f^ty." 
CBlatMetif, ib.J 
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in the Northern States, became by degrees esta- 
blished over the continent of Europe, it was not 
unirersalljr received in Britain 'till the reign of 
William the 1st. He divided England into 62215* 
Military Serfs, all held of the Crown ; the posses- 
sors of which were, on pain of forfeiture, to take 
up arms, and repair to his standard on the first 
signal : be subjugated not only the common people, 
but the Barons also, to all the rigour of the 
feudal Government: and even imposed on them 
his tyrannical Forest Laws.j; 

He arrogated to himself the most extensive 

"Thi* BTiteii) hftd iti origiaal from the Hilitsiy policy of the 
Northern or Celtic Nationi, the Gothi, the Huni, the Fruiki, the 
Vandali, and the Lombards, vrho kU uigrstiDg from the same Offidnn 
geutium, poured IhemielTci in vait quantitiei into all Uie regions 
of Europe, at the deden^on of the Roman Empire." 

" Scarce had these Northern Conqoeron eitabliahed thenuetvei 
in their new Donunioni, when the wisdom of their Constitutions, as 
well ai their personal valonr, alarmed all the Prince* of Europe; 
and thni, in the compan of a few jreais, the Feodal constitution, 
or the doctrine of tenure, extended iUelf OTer all the Western 
world." fBtaciitOK*, 2. 4i. ij. 

* Smith's Wealth of Nationa. 

t The Foreit Laws were introdueed by WlllUm the Conqueror, 
investing him with the sole right, which he exerted with the utmost rigour 
of sporting orer the varioos and widely extended Foieita of England, fllk^ 
depopnlaling whole tract* of Country, iu the formation of New ones, (ViJ* 
llu Ktm Forttt.J and under the colour of these laws exerciged the most 
horrid tyranniet and oppresiiooa, making the death of a beast, lulled 
within the precincts of the forest, equal to that of a Han. He granted 
to his Nobles the power of forming Chaaci or Parks, but they were 
not governed by the Forest Laws. These Laws were exerciaed with 
such relentless vigour b; King John, that the Nobles rose and denaodcd 
their abrogation. fBbtcMoM.J 

C 2. 
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judicial power by the establishment of what was 
called Aula Regis,* a triboDal that received appeals 
from all the Courts of the Barons ; and having 
the King himself as president, it kept the first 
Nobles in the land under the same control as the 
meanest subject. 

It was the extensive authority thus exercised 
which in the end made England free. The Barons 
became impatient of control, and finding them- 
selves curbed in their power, and stung by the 
injustice of public impositions, of tyrannical judi- 
cial proceedings, and above all, by the arbitrary 
Forest Laws, they, fully sensible that the Feudal 
system invested them with the same power over 
their Vassals, that the King possessed over the 
whole, in the succeeding Reigns did not fail to 
exercise that influence which was thus placed 
within their reach. Each Barony formed almost 
a separate state, or independent province, and 
England presented to neighbouring Nations such 
an extensive Aristrocratic power, as tended in a 
great measure, to eclipse the Royal Authority. 

At this period we find that Baldwin de Redvers 
had 164 Manors and Lordships ; and although 
in accordance with the principle and practice of 



* Aula Regis, > Court ioitituted b; William I. which nu held In his 
own Hall, and composed of the King's great Officers of atale, remdeDt 
in his Palace, aad usually attendant on his penon. The great Cbarter 
removed this tribunal to Westminster Hall, where it has since rem^ed. 
Aula ecdeaiK, was the nave or body of the Church, where the temporal 
couita were frequently bolden of ancieiit time. fBUKi$limeJ 
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Feadal tenure, be may have held these Manors of a. d. 
the King, he acquired sufficient power to grant uw. 
him almost absolute control. 

The power thus gained by the Nobles, and the 
great and extensive inftueace exercised by the Clergy 
over the human mind, during this age of igno- 
rance and superstition, led to the extensive revolts 
and insurrections which characterized the earlier 
part of the reign of William Rufus ; and although 
these petty wars and commotions, were sunk in 
the tumult of the Crusades, the additional support 
given at a later period by Stephen, " in imprudently iiso- 
permitting his Nobles to build or fortify upwards 
of 1000 of those strong holds of wrong and robbery 
called Castles, which rendered their owners in great 
measure independent of the Crown,"* received a 
practical reproof from Baldwin de Redvers, Earl 
of Devonshire, son and heir of the first of that 
name, for the incautious conduct of which he had 
been guilty, by being the first to tell him, on some 
slight cause of ofience, that " he was not King 
of right, and he would obey him no longer," and 
the Earl followed this threat by fortifying bis 
Castle at Exeter, where he acted as Sovereign, 
exercising a tyrannical power upon the citizens.";}: 
The King considered this of sufficient importance 
to march in person and lay siege to Exeter, which, 
after a considerable time, be succeeded in taking. 

* Btrickltuid, Vol. I. p. ZSl. 
t Rapin, *. S. p. 201. 
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He pursued the Earl to the Isle of Wight, of 
which he was also Lord, banished him the realm, 
and disinherited him."* 

The Inhabitants of Tiverton and its neigh- 
bourhood, were doubtless much involved in the 
War between Stephen and the Empress Maud,^ 
which must have entailed on tbem all the evils 
and distresses attendant on civil strife ; although, 
perhaps, only in common with almost every part 
of Devonshire, as we find that Henry de Tracy, 
Lord of the Manor of Barnstaple, was the only 
person of influence, who stood firm to the King. 

In such gloomy and perilous times, it is 
natural to suppose but little encouragement could 
be given to the cultivation of useful arts and 
manufacture ; and it renders it highly improbable 
that a trade of any kind existed, at that early 
period, in 'Hverton. 

The dress of the Saxon peasantry, and for 
Centuries after the Conquest, was of leather, and 
it has been stated that the " buif jerkin," retained 
its place among the labouring people until the 
time of the Commonwealth. But Rapin and others 
describe the dress of the Inhabitants of Villages 
and small Towns, during the reigns of John and 

* Rapin. 

i Od Bnldwin'a beiog drivea from Exeter, uid previous to his 
retiring to the lele of Wiglit, it iM believed lie vita besieged in 
his Csitle at Tiverton. fEdint. Ga.J 
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Henry 3, as beiog generally composed of coarse 
serge ; simple in its form, and made straight and 
close to the body ; and this was said to be the 
Manufacture of the Low Countries chiefly from 
British Wool.* 

At the time of Edward 2., it is probable a 
trade in coarse woollen cloth existed in Barnstaple ; 
for we find in the 2nd. of that reign, ( 1308 ) 
" The Mayor and Burgesses petitioned the Lord 
Treasurer, to have the custom on narrow cloth, 
imposed 28 Edward 1, taken off;" and it is 
highly probable that a traffic of a similar kind 
may have been carried on at Tiverton. 

The origin of Woollen Manufacture is beyond 
the reach of tradition ; but there is reason to be- 
lieve that the trade had reached to considerable 
perfection among the Romans. From this period 
however to the Norman Conquest, no records exist ; 
and after tbat time, to the reign of Edward 3., the 
notices scattered among authentic Historians, are 
extremely scanty. 

William of Malmesbury states, that, some Fle- 
mish Weavers established themselves in the ndgh- 
bourhood of Carlisle, during the reign of William 1 ; 
and tbat in the time of Henry first, they removed 



* Edwatd 3. erected ^incheater into Uie Staple or Hut for 
Wool, whkh gave to it wme reputation t but the plague, trhicb raged 
in the Ci^ and nd^bourhood, caused the lemoval of the tiade to 
CaUii, then an EagUih fortren, about 1360. 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL HBHOIRS OF TIVERTON. 

into Pembrokeshire, II SouCb Wales. During the 
same reign, Cloth-Weavers are mentioned in the 
Exchequer accounts ;J and in the two following 
reigns they are represented as paying fines to the 
Crown for the privilege of carrying on their trade.§ 

Mr. CiiUock, in bis Statistical account of the 
British Empire, v. 2. p. 43, remarks, that there 
are Notices in the Statute-book of broad-cloth two 
yards within the list, in the time of Henry 3. * and 
in the reign of Edward 1. the Office of Anlnagert 
of cloth was held for some time by one Peroult 
le Tayleur; but he having forfeited it, the Office 
was conferred, by command of the King, on one 
Kerre de Edmonton, "if he were fit for it." 
Assuming therefore, that a coarse woollen Manu- 
facture existed in England at this early period, 
it appears most probable that like other Countries, 
where Arts and Manufacture were in a state of 
infancy, that it became a household work in which 
almost all the members of a family performed a 
part, without its being a habit of general business. 



II Thej lettled treat of the river Cleddj', and their ^pearance 
and maimen are itill dittiiict from the Nafitna around them, and they 
do not ipesk the Welih language. 

t Madox. 

{ Hadoz. 

* 9. Henrj 3. c. 2S, 1221. 

t Aolnaget from olna, an ell in length, wa* an anoent Office 
appointed by the King, with a Saluy, who*e biuinea it vai to neHore 
all Cloth made for ule, that (tut King mi|^t not be defrauded of hii 
Coitonii and duties. Biaiu Lam die. 
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As early as the year 1200 'nverton had a ^ ^ 

1200. 

weekly market on Monday, and three fairs an- 
nually, July 7th, September Ist, and November 
SOth. The Market tolls were the property of the 
Lords of the Manor, one of whom* afterwards gave 
the profits for the benefit of the poor, entrusting 
them to the care of eleven of the principal inha- 
bitants, by whose successors they are still devoted 
to that purpose.^ 

The Town at this period is said to have been 
large and of triangular form ; and it is not un- 
likely that Frog Street may have been first built, 
from its neighbourhood to the Castle, either for 
the accommodation of persons dependant on the 
Lords of the Manor, or for additional security. 
Peter Street, takes its name from the Church ; 
Newport Street from its vicinity to the principal 
Castle entrance ; and Gold Street, Fore Street, 
then High Street,§ and Angel-hill, communicating 
the two rivers, probably formed the Southern 
boundary ; while Bampton Street, and Barrington, 
terminating at the Town's end completed the 
triangle ; it is right, however, to conclude that 
judging from other towns, the whole presented 
but a rude appearance. 

* Hq^ Courteuiri second Earl of Dmnuture. see put 2. 

1 Sfe put 4. 

I When the name of this Stteet waa changed to Fore Stieet, I 
cannot find, bnt it wu cnUed High Street u lute ai 1731. 
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The common dwellings Tere, in those days, 
bniit of wood or stakes, and mnd, thatched with 
reed,|| similar to the cabins in many parts of 
Ireland at the present day. They hare but one floor, 
and no chimney ; a small opening in the roof, and 
a wood latticed window, with the door, supplying 
the means of ventilation, and frequently the latter 
only. Tlie streets were irregular and only partially 
paved I while heaps of dung and stacks of com 
and hay were interspersed with the houses.* 

Tiverton began, however, at this period, to 
receive much of the attention and care of the Lords 
of the Manor.t About the year 1250, Isabella, 
Countess of Devon and Albemarle, caused a stream 
of water to be conducted from its source, a dis- 
tance of full five miles, into the town, to supply 
the inhabitants with clear running water for ever, % 

U " Even In the coital City of London, all the houei of mechankt, 
and common burgenea wei« built of wood, and eorered with itraw oi 
reed, toirardi the end of the I2th Century." ( Henry'a hii. of Great 
Britain, V. i, p. 112, and V. S, p. 186. 

* In parta of Ireland at the preaent day it ia not unttnial to aee 
depoailed s large heap of dung, and leAue of Kable and pig-*ty, quite 
close to the dwelling, while pigi and poultry ahare the habitation of their 



t At thla period the power of the Lordi waa ao great, that the Lady 
Amicia Biveri, widow of Baldwin River*, in aniwer to a quo wananlo 
iKued in the lOth year of Edward I. claimed among other right* and 
privilegei the power to hang, draw and qnarter within her Manor of 
Twyfordi the gallowa atanding upon Whitedown, leading to the Town 
of Cullompton. Her claim wa* allowed. Two peraona were executed at 
White-down to 1626. ( See p. 36.) 
t See part 4, Public Charitita. 
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which benefit is enjoyed at the present time. This *j^ ^■ 
benefaction was not the only advantage whicb the 
poor derived from the same beneficent band, for 
she appropriated the common of Elmore, ( a cor- 
ruption of £et-mOre,) in extent about 150 acres to 
their especial use, for pasturing their cattle ; and 
they were also permitted to take from thence earth 
and clay, on condition of filling the pita with ma^- 
nare» or rubbish, so that the common might be 
preserved in a proper state for pasture. Before the 
year 1390, a nightly watch, consisting of one 
Constable and six Assistants were appointed to 
patrol the Town during the summer months, from 
Ascension-day to Michaelmas, to see that the 
water was kept running through every street ; and 
to give alarm in case of fire, by ringing the Market 
bell, and to apprehend all disorderly persons.§ 

Notwithstanding the salutary regulations thus 
made, and the advantages secured to the Inbabi- 
tants by their wealthy superiors, the lower orders 
were, at this period, in a state of great wretched- 
ness. The despotism practised by the early Nor- 
man Kings, was exercised by the greater part of 
the Barons on their vassals. The prices of provi- 
sions were rendered unsteady, by the repeated 
desolations of war, wheat varying from l^d per 
bushel, to £1.11 Famine had desolated the land ; 



i See Hevett'i memoln. Tbla watdi was continued nntil IB03. 

H ltd. would be conridered equal to about 2a. or 18d. below the 
le of Honey at the present time. 27. Edwud I. A. D. 1299, "an Act 
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and the power of the Priesthood, acting on a 
superstitious and barbarous population, combined 
to reduce the lower orders to a state of great 
misery. The excess of intemperaDce, introduced 
by the Danes, was the ruling vice ; robnst exer- 
cises the common games. The minds of the people 
were uncultivated, and thrir language rude and 
indelicate. The dress of the peasantry was plain 
and simple, as before stated, while that of their 
superiors was costly and extravagant. Men wore 
shoes so long, that they were hung by chains to 
their knees, and the bead dress of the ladies 
was so high, that the face appeared nearly at the 
middle of the body.* 

Although the National commerce had greatly 
increased since the conquest, it was still exceed- 
ingly limited. The interest of money was sometimes 

of CommoB Conneell ma made tor prices of vlett»IIea to bee lold at 
London, b; couent of the King and nobililie, GOnceraing the price of 
powltrie. A fUte Cocke for lid, two pnlula for l)d, a fiUte Capon for 2H 
a gooM for 4d, a Mallard fbr IJd, a partridge Ibr 3d, a feunt for id, a 
Heron for 6d, s plover fto Id, a Swanne Ibr Si, a Crane for ]2d, two 
Woodcodu fbr lid, a fat Lamb from Xnuu to ahrare-tjrde, 16d, and an 
the other yeare after for 4d." Stowe'i Annali, p. 107, 108, 7. E. 2. A. D. 
1314. " The momw after Candlemai day there anembled a pariiament at 
London, to treate of the state of the Kingdome, and howe to bring down 
the prices of Tictnalles, that wgi« now grown to bee so deere, that the 
Common people were not able to live. It was thei«ftore ordayned, that no 
Oxe stalled or come fed, be solde fbr more than 24s i no gram fbd Oie 
Ibr more than 16i : afot stalled Cow at 18s: another Cow at 10s i a fU 
Hotton come fi^ or where wooll is well grown at 20d : another fot Mnb 
ton shame, at Ud: a fatte Hogge of 2 year* old, at 3s. 4d." 8towep.217. 

* Beniy's Great Britain, VoL 8. p. 401. This stile of dreM, with 
party colonicd dotht, was the disss in Edward 3. rdgn. 
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mure than 50 per cent. "All communications 
were rendered dangeroas, and property precarious/ 
*' Men were never secure in tbeir houses, and 
whole Villages were often plundered by bands of 
robber8."+ 

From a situation so deplorable we may hail 
with satisfacdon the dawn of a brighter age in 
the reign of Edward 1., who, in 1302, granted a 
charter in favor of foreign Merchants and Manu- 
facturers, to attract the trade of Flanders and 
Brabant into this country. Until the 14th cen- 
tury, the commerce of this nation principally 
consisted in unmanufactured wool, which was 
either sold in the fleece when shorn off, or with 
the skins whereon it grew, ( called in our statutes 
wool-fells, ) to the Flemings and Brabanters, % 
or such other Foragn Merchants as came to buy 
them ; particularly to those of Gaunt and LoTune, 
who had for above 300 years supplied this, and 
other parts of Europe, with all sorts of woollen 
cloths, so that to the time of Edward 3, ranch 
of our wearing apparel was imported from abroad. 

• Hume, V. 2. p. 237. 2 cd. 318. Chionide of Dniiatsble. 
Two Merchanta of Bnbnnt came to the Kbif it mndietter, ud told Urn 
that they had been tpoiled of (11 their gooda bj' certain Robbera, whom 
Ihej knew, becanse they uw thcdr flue* everj day in his Court 

" Kniglits and Eiqniret," My« th« dictum of Kenllworth, " who 
were robbeia, if they hare do land, dull pay the half of their gooia, 
■ad find anffident Kcuri^ to keep heueetbrtli the peace of the kingdom." 

t Hume, V. 2. p. 227. 

i Thia traffic in tuunannfiwtiired wool, led to the laatitation of the 
"GoMen Fleece," by the Doke of Burgnn^. 
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"In the 4th of Edward 3, 1330, John Kemp, a 
Flanders cloth-worker, received a license to esta- 
blish himself in this country. Accordingly he 
settled, with a number of dyers and fullers, at 
Kendal in Westmorland, where bis name appears 
at this day."^ 

The 11th of the same reign, A. D. 1337, direc- 
ted that no cloths made beyond the sea, should 
be brought into the King's dominions ;* and the 
25. Edward 3, c. 2. 1360, enacted "That the Staple 
of Wool, Leather, Woolfells, and Lead, growing 
or coming forth within our said Realm and Lands, 
shall be perpetually holden at the places under 
written ; that is to say, for England, at Newcastle 
upon Tine, York, Lincoln, Norwich, Westminster, 
Canterbury, Chichester, Winchester, Exeter, and 
BHstowi and that all the sEud Wools, as well 
old as new, Woolfells, Leather, and Lead, which 
shall be carried out of the said Realm, and Lands, 
shall be first brought to the said Staples ; and 



X ' Kendal •gret 

* "la tha nma PariiuMut, 10. Bdwud 3. A. D. IS3G. (feMtof 
Epqihaiue ) it wu enacted, that no wool gnnriug irithin tlie Bealme of 
England, ahonld be tianipoMd out of the lame, bnt tliat it itaould be made 
into cloth in Englaod, and that ill Fallen, Wearen, and Cloath worker* 
of ereiie degree, being (uffidently imtmcted, and cunning in Ibeii Arte, 
from what coimtiy Kxrer the; come into England, ahonld receive and 
ei^oy certidne piiTiUdgc*, jrea and moreorer thonld live at the Kingea 
chaigea ovt of the EicheqnR, nnlill they had provided commodiouly to 
live by their Art." 

" Although thii itatnte teemed at Ae beginning to be nothing 
profitable, yet in abort time the art of Clothing euereaced so much thereby, 
that it waa 30 time* more uaed than before." Stouv't JimaU, f. 233, 134. 
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all the Wools shall be weighed and sealed with a. a 
the seal of the Mayor of the Staples." 

These wise and salutary measures were fol- 
lowed by an enactment, the 27. Edward 3. c. 1. 
A. D. 1353, granting "safe conduct to Merchant 
Strangers to come and dwell in this Realm, and 
to retam when they will, and none of their goods 
to be taken by the Kiog's Purveyors without their 
consent ;" and the following Chapter prohibits, 
on pwn of conviction for felony, " the export of 
Wool, Woolfells, Leather or Lead from England, 
Wales, or Ireland." Thus, by an extensive and 
judicious system of legislation, this excellent King 
established the manufacture of woollen cloths 
throagbonC his dominions, so that at the termination 
of a long and glonous reign, he left this part of 
English trade in a flourishing condition ; and this 
to at a time when the export of raw wool to foreign 
lands, was a source of considerable revenue.* 

The date at which the woollen trade was 
established at Tiverton, does not appear, but some 
foreign weavers were settled at Taunton in 1336, 
from whence it most probably reached Tiverton. 



* Beddea Oie nmal taxes, the laity gnuted Edwud 3. it one time, 
baU their wool thiougliout the Kinsdom : and the Cle^y, Nine Marki for 
ereiy tack of their be*t wool ; «o that the King exported to Brabant in 
one year, 10,000 ucki of wool, which aold there at the price of £40 iterling 
per sack 1 a proof that exporting wool wa« a great branch of commerce. 
At another time he had a lub^ of 40i. per aack on wool, tbr three ye*i« ; 
which amounted to £60,000 per anniun. The weight of a lack of wool 
waa iMOu. 
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Aboat this period the manafactare of wool 
appears to have spread itself over the country. 
( Ryrons Poedera.) Woollen fustians were made at 
Norwich ; baizes at Salisbury, and Sudbury in 
Suffolk ; broad-cloths in Kent ; kerseys in Devon ; 
friezes in Wales ; serges at Taunton ; &c.* 

That the Devonians on the West and South 
West of Dartmoor manufactured a particular sort 
of clothing with thdr coarse wool, in, and long 
before the time of Edward 4, appears from a 
statute in the third of that reign ( 1463> c. 2.) 
declaring that in prohibiting the introduction of 
flocks in woollen manufactures, the Hundreds 
of Lifton, Tavystocke, and Roborough in Devon, 
were to be specially exempted, by reason of the 
wool grown in those districts being of so gross and 
stubborn a nature,-f> it could not be advantageously 

* The eiporta of BritiBh wool and minnfikcttue in 1355, according 
to the lecordi in the exchequer, wm m followi: — 

Wool 31,6501 Mcks, at 24011». the sack. 

Pella 36C5. 

Cloth 417i. 

Wonted 8061 pieces. 
In the aaine year it wai enacted, that " no Servant in huabandi7, nor 
InhaUtii^ out of a Citjr or Borongh, shall use or wear in their doUiing any 
doth above 2a. the broad yard." " At that time St. contained TCty neaily 
the tame quanti^ of Silver a> fbnr of our present Honey. ( 1 793.) There- 
fore Yorkshire cloth which it now sold for 4s. the yard, is probably much 
Boperior to ai^ that wsi then nude for the weuing of the very poorest 
order of common Serrania, and conseqaently in proportion to the quality, 
be somewhat cheq>er than it was in tfaoae ondent times." (BmiMi Wealth 
ti Ifaliixu, Vol 1. p. 387.J 

t Hie average weight of a Dartmoor Sheep, which are small in die, 
ia eMimated at BUia t of an Eimoor, 7 ; a Bampton note, from 6i to 6. 
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manufactured without.* 

The period at which we have now reached 
18 one of the most eventful and interesting in 
British history. The great advance made in the 
kingdom, as regarded manufacture, received an 
early check in the desolation occasioned by the 
wars between the Houses of York and Lancaster ; 
the active and prominent part taken by the Earls 
of Devon, in supporting the Lancastrian branch, 
must naturally have operated most strongly on the 
welfare and trade of Tiverton ; in the course of 
which time no less than four successive Earls of 
Devon, fell either in battle, or on the scaffold ; and 
du^g that unhappy period, periahed the flower 
of onr English nobility. 

The fall of Richard 3rd, at the battle of 
Bosworth field ; ( 1485.) the establishment of the 
Duke of Richmond on the throne of England as 
Henry 7tb, and the union of the rival Houses, in 
the marriage of Elizabeth, eldest daughter of 
Edward 4th to the King, lolled the tumult that had 
BO long been raised ; and the impulse given to 
trade by the policy of Henry 7th, the discovery of 



* On Uk pleR of tlie taperiorit; of English wool, the clothnuken 
of London had been forbidden, ai early m the rtign of Heniy 2, 1 185. 
to mix Spaniah with native wooL fSn. Bti) For the renulnder of 
the Act of 7. Edward 4. tee Appendix, No. 2. 

It appean probable that a coarae deacriptton of woollen cloth, 
wia earlj introduced into England, and ai the art wa> known to the 
Romani prerioiulT to their arnral in Britain, aa before (tated, it ii 
not unlikely thejr iDtfodoced it here. 
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the Western World, and the new passage opened 
to the East, by the Cape of good hope, had a salu- 
tary effect on manafactare.-t- 

By granting to bis Nobles the power of aliena- 
ting their lands, and breaking the ancient entails, 
Henry enabled the commoners to augment their 
property, and diminished the power of the Barons, 
whose taste for luxury and expensive pleasures, 
had engaged them in new and nnusual extra- 
vagance, commerce and industry, made every day 
greater progress; the introduction of the art of 
printing diffused its light throughout the land, — 
the terminaUon of civil war, added fresh vigour 
and courage to commercial enterprize, — and what- 
ever may have been his motive, whether personal 
ambition, or selfish gratification, at the close of 
Henry's reign, a considerable improvement had 
taken place in British commerce. 

As may naturally be supposed Hverton derived 
considerable benefit from the extension of the 
woollen trade, and we find at the opening of the 
sixteenth century, that several active and opulent 
. woollen manufacturers were residents or natives 



t In evidence of thii impToremeut, it wu enacted, 4. H. 7, I387i 
that, "irhoBoever ihall tell b; retail a broad yard of the Gneat Scarlet 
grained, or of other gr^ned cloth of the fineit nuldng, above 1 6i, thall 
forfeit lOi. for every yard ao lold." " 16*. therefore, containing abont tbe 
same quanti^ of Silver *■ 24*. of our present money, ( 1793 ) was, at that 
time reckoDed not an unreasonable price for a yard of the fioeit Cloth ; 
and as this is a sumptuary law, such doth, it ii probable, had umally been 
sold someirhat dearer. A guinea may be reckoned the highest price in 
the present times." Smillt't WtaUA i^ tiaivtm. Vol. I. p. 386. 
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of the town. Its trade chiefly consisted of baize, 
plain cloths, and kerseys, and a profitable com- 
merce was carried on by many of the Merchants,* 
with Spain, notwithstanding the risk that accom- 
panied it.-^ 

The statutes enacted by 5 and 27, Henry 8th, 
affecting cloths called white straits of Devon, and 
Devonshii'e kerseys called dozens, (often termed 
Tiverton kerseys,) is evidence of the extensive trade 
existing at that period in the county ; but as our 
foreign commerce was almost entirely confined to 
the Netherlands, the rupture between England and 
the Low Countries in 1528, produced a serious 
effect on British Manufacture.:}^ 

It appears that during the reign of Edward 
6th, there was almost a total stagnation of trade 
in Hverton. The unsettled state of religious feel- 
ing, which prevailed at this time, and a change 
so full of importance, and affecting such string 



* John Greenway , li called bjr Blundell a Spaniih Merchant. " He 
wai dBTTt of vei7 meati parentage, yet, h; the blesuag of God and a 
diligent hand, he grew vutly rich. HU particular emplo;nient at lait, 
waa bujing wool in Ireland, and transporting it iuhi Eagland, vhich 
retonied him a vaat increase. A conaiderable part vhereof, if not 
the whole, he Uid out in work* of piety nod charity." fBtundflLJ 

t At thii time, or a UtUe before, the beat Wheat wld in the MarkeU 
for 6*. the Bn^eL fltaaaj 

t la 1517, the front wall of the louth aisle, and great porch and 
Chapel adjoining, of St. Peter's Church, waa completed by John Greenway. 
A1k> d Chi^l and Almi-houses for five poor Men in Gold Street. 

E 2. 
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and powerful interests, as that possessed by the 
Church at the period of the Reformation, it was 
not to be expected, could be established without 
great and severe contests. Men were called on not 
only to reform abuses, but to abandon the practice 
and principle of early life ; and it is natural to 
suppose that the Church itself would, in many 
instances, oppose a measure tending to destroy 
much of its power, and alienate its resources ; 
although the motives of the Reformers of the 16th 
century was to alter nothing for the sake of novelty, 
but to effect a release from Popish corruptions and 
innovations, and to settle the doctrines, discipline, 
and worship of the English Church la accordance 
with the general precepts of Holy Scripture, and 
the faith and practice of the 5rst and purest ages 
of Christianity. It was not, however, the operation 
of a short period, or the honest endeavours of the 
leaders in the Reformation, that drew one-fourth 
of the population of Europe, from the principles 
of the Roman Catholic faith. Many and powerful 
interests were strongly opposed to it, and we have 
reason to believe that some of the principal inhabi- 
tants of Tiverton, as well as in the County of 
Devon, continued their adherence to the Popish 
Church.* 



* Th« following Cbq^ and Oratoiy'i exiated In the town and 
ptiuh of Therton at thii time, but there ii no erideuce of their being in 
o*e at n later date than I5S4, with the eioeptiOD of Cove. 
IN THE TOWN. 

I. A Chapel dedicated to St Thoua*. where the Bank of Meicn. 
Dumford and Bame now atandt. 
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The act of Bdward 6, directing tlie establish- 
ment of the present Church liturgy, ( to commence 
on Wbit-Sunday 1549,) and the introduction of 
the new book of Common prayer, met with consi- 
derable opposition in Devonshire ; and the mistaken 
zeal which led to the violent destruction of images, 
the indecent violation of sacred shrines, and the 
wanton demolition of many noble monuments, were 



2. A Chipel dedlcited to St. Anarew, on tbe rite of d>e BridewelL 

3. And « Ctufwl dedietted to Sb Peter, trbeie Oie Independent 
HeetinB-hoiue now itonds. 

4. Ch^el dedicated to St Haiy, on Euliridge. 

IN THE PARISH. 

5. A Chapel or Ontorj, at FBrleigh. 

S. A CIi4)e] dedietted to St. Thoowi, at Chettitcombe. The 
boOding wu in eiiitenee 90 yean tince. 

7. A Chnpel dedicated to St Katheiine, at Withleigh, called In 
Biihop Staffoid'i Tcgiatcr, Eaat BradleiglL 

e. At ridcombe, a prtnte Chapel or Orotoqr, «rUl^ wai in 



9. A private Ch^tel or GTatoiT at Eait Cherithonie, or Chevi- 
dtone Barton, belonging to the Frandt family. 

10. A Chapel dedicated to St Matthew, at Palmerabi^ei ; alM, 

11. At Fairby, both of which were licenied by Biahop Lacy, U2S. 

12. A Chqwl at Core dedicated to St John the BapUtt, where 
Mrvice ii now perfianned. 

13. A Ch^iel at Bolfaam dedicated to St Bartholomew. The 
btiilding atiU eiiiti, but ia converted into cottagea. 

14. A Cbapel at Eatt Hare, dedicated to St Lawrenoe. 
16. A Chapel at Ewt Blanley. 

16. A Ch^kd dedicated to St Junci, at Hill, near thiS Sercn 

Two Chqtela, one dedicated to St Lake Oe Evangeliat, and 
the other to St Stephen t tiiey were Uoenaed by Biabop 
Stafford, 22nd November, 1408, bat I cannot find oat where they were, 
probably one of them wa* the Chapel at Weit Manley. 

For a fnU acconnt of tbete Chtq^ aa well at the Cbnith, and ita 
property generally, tee patt 3. 



17. 1 1 

18. J t 
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calculated, as it proved, to be the herald of very 
serious disorder. The religious zeal of both parties 
was kindled, and in 1549 the " Popish faction 
broke out into dangerous rebellion ; and although 
they were quickly suppressed in several counties, 
in Devonshire and Cornwall, their numbers and 
influence rendered them formidable ;" and a priest 
in Exeter, (says Isaac,) fanned the flame by every 
motive which zeal for the Roman Catholic religion 
could suggest. 

Bishop Bamett, in his history of the Refor- 
mation, says also,* that in Devonshire, 1549, the 
insurrection grew to be better formed ; for that 
county was not only far from Court, but it was 
generally inclined to the former superstition ; and 
many of the old Priests were in among them. They 
came together on the 10th of June, being Whit- 
sunday, and in a short time grew to be 10,000 
strong; ArundeU, of Cornwall being in chief 
command. They proposed to the government 15 
articles,! which were of course rejected. The Re- 
bels besieged Exeter, where the citizens resisted 
them with great courage. They set fire to the 
gates of the city, which those within fed with 
much fuel. They were in the end defeated by John 
Lord Russell, Lord Grey, and others, and ArundeU, 
Boyer, the Mayor of Bodmin, Temson, Burret, 
two priests, with six or seven more, were taken 

• Vol 2. p. H6. 
t Sec TOL 2, p. lis. 
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and hanged ;* Stowe adds, that on the 27tb 
Janaary, 1550, Henry Arundell, Esq. Thomas 
Holmes, Winslowe, and Berry, Captains of the 
Rebels in Devonshire, were hanged and quartered 
at Tyborne. 

Tiverton did not escape the eVUs of civil war. 
A battle was fought at Cranmore Castle, belong- 
ing to the barton of Collipriest, south of Tiverton, 
and called Skrinkhills, "occasioned by the baptizing 
of a child at Sampford Pcverell. The old men 
were for the Roman Catholic way ; the young 
men for the Protestant way. At length they came 
into open Rebellion, and the King's army taking 
several of them prisoners, many were hanged and 
quartered." f 

The persecutions which marked the com- 
mencement of Mary's reign, and the principles 
observed by her government, made a very con- 
siderable change in the state of the Reformation. 
Still open insurrection was checked by the vigour 

t A very limiUr ttory is told, u occoning fd the tame time, U 
Sampford Ctnateaaj, netr OaUianipton. " Thk place ia to be remem- 
bered," ( t»,j» lUtdoii,) " for the innuTectioii, in the time oT Edward 6, 
began here the 10th of June 1549, by two of the inhabitauta: theone 
woold have do Gentlemen, the other no Jntticea of the peace, Intoidiiig to 
destroy all nich a* were rich, or in authority ; irhercupon one WiUiun 
ReUion, Gent, pemuding them to be obedient to the Lawi, wai by them 
hewn to piecei ; whom though they accounted an HereUc, yet buried they 
him in the Churchyanl north and wmth. They also impriuraed dlrei* 
Gentlemen in the Chorch and Tower there," See alio Magna Brit. 

Donsford p. 176, Note 30, Ii wrong in tnpporing Blondell to hare 
mittaken Sampford Conrtenay for Sampford PerereU. 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL MEMOIRS OF TIVERTON. 

with which the Qaeen, and her favorite adnsera, 
Gardiner, and Bonner, exercised their power over 
those who had either taken an active part in the 
alteration of the discipline and doctrines of the 
Church, or came in any way under the denomi- 
nation of Heretics, for it is computed that between 
February 1555, and November 1558, 277 persons 
were brought to the stake, besides those who were 
punished by imprisonment, fines^ and confiscation. 
Among the sufferers by fire, were 5 bishops, 21 
clergymen, 8 lay-men, 84 tradesmen, 100 hus- 
bandmen, servants, and laborers, 50 women, and 
4 children. Amidst these scenes of bigotry and 
oppression it is reasonable to suppose that com- 
merce and manufacture did not make any rapid 
progress ; still the woollen trade in Hverton 
seems to have revived, and some of the enactments 
of Philip and Mary, tended to encourage commer- 
cial enterprize. 

"In the reign of Elizabeth, woollen manu- 
facture bad risen to a degree of considerable 
consequence, and this period was a grand era of 
active exertion. The Devonshire kerseys were then 
in great request, and generally known by the name 
of Tiverton kerseys>* probably from the manufac- 
ture of that place exceeding others, either in quality. 



* Reneyt woe icrge dothi made of Mribbled, or carded yanii at 
Smt irtdt DeronahiK wool only, afterwarda with Corniih or DonebhlR 
wool, and wme olber aoiti tupplied weeklf tram London. Tbeae gooda 
were of fine quality and apianing, and well weavcd, but mucb of the excel- 
lence of tUamanufiwtnfe depended on the fidkr. f See Sudan, Cki^eL) 
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or quantity "|| and the extensive benefactions which ^ ^• 
mark this particular period, is the surest evidence of im. 
the thriving state of the inhabitants. A vast number 
of fulling mills were in active employ on the nume- 
rous streams in the district ; and 'Hverton bid fair to 
rival the more populous parts of Englaud.^ 

Etizabeth, in following the steps of some of her 
predecessors, enacted laws that gave both protection 
and encouragement to manufacture ; and the peace 
which reigned generally throughout her dominions, 
left the inhabitants at leisure to pursue their labours 
with benefit to themselves, and advantage to the com- 
manity at large. The extended circulation of money 
was another sonrce of prosperity, and towards the 
close of her reign, England shone forth as a great 
and flourishing commercial nation.} 

From the year 1660§ to 1566, the average num- 
ber of inhabitants did not exceed 2500 : from 1 580 

Kenej't and lerge* differ bom broad doth and KerMjmere, In being made 
ot moch MMnCT wool and having ng nap npon them. Dtaifford, p. 3S. 

H Risdon. 

t At this period Peter Blondell, John Waldnm, and othcn, were 
wealthy and eminent Clothien in TlTertoa, and entered into an extentive 
trade with London, Ireland, Spain, lie. 

t The pariah Regiiten commence with January l&59,-60. The fint 
b^tiim bearing date 2. January of that year, i* Rtchord Oover, daughter of 
Chiiatopher Oovei ; the firat marriage ( of the tame date), li Richard Satter- 
lygb, and Katteryn Malygh; and the firat burial ii William Halie, dated 
the 5th of the Mme month. 

t " la tiie time of Edward 4th, the art of knitOng itoddnga wat 
prabably nnhnown in any part of Enrape. llieir hose were made of com- 
mon elolb, wUdi may bare been one of the cauaea of Ih^ deamesa. The 
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A- D. to 1586 tbey amounted to 4150; and m the beg^o- 
1SS6. iog of 1591 the numbers had Increased to nearly 
5000, so that the population had almost doubled it- 
self in thirty years. 

Westexe, from being small and insignificant, which 
Dansford, (on the information of Samuel Wotton, 
an old inhabitant of the place,) says was a separate 
tything, and little connected with the town of Tiver- 
ton, appears at this time to have grown into a large 
and populous suburb, and in all probability inha- 
bited by operatives.* The present handsome stone 
bridge of five arches, ( for which the inhabitants are 
indebted to the munificence of Walter Tyrrel, a mer- 
cer and linen draper, who was a great benefactor to 

first petton that wore (tockiogs in EngUod U nid to han been Queen 
Elizabelli. She received them ai a present from the Spanish AmbasMulor ; 
and it i« probable that aoon after her reign, or near the close of it, this art 
was introdnced into England ; nnce irliich time both coarse and fine wool, 
len mannlacture has received three very capital improvements, besides, pro- 
bably many smaller ones. IsL — The exchange of the rock and spindle for 
the spinning wheel, which, with the sane quantity of labour, will perform 
more than doable the qnantity of work. 2nd. — Tbe use of several very in- 
genioOB maebines which fikctUtale and abridge, in a stiU greater proportion, 
Uie winding of worsted ( so called from Worsted, now an inconsiderable vil- 
lage in Norfolk, where the manufacture was first set on foot,) and woollen 
yam, or the proper arrangement of the warp and woof before they were put 
into the loon) ; an operation which previous to the invention of these ma- 
(^ines, must hsve been extremely troublesome : 3nL — the employment of 
the foiling mill for thickening the clothing instead of treading it in water. 
Neither wiud or water milli of any kind vrere known In Bngltud so early as 
the beginning of the sixteenth century, nor, as b as I know, in any other 
parts of Europe north of the Alps. They had been introduced into Italy 
some time before." fSmUA'M WtaUh c/ yalioiu, VoL 1, p. 3B9. 

* Westeie was early conudered quite distinct from the other ports of 
the town, and was possessed of its own mariiet, which is placed by tradition 
where Well-brooke is situated. See Keighley, on Fiction, p. 297. note 8S. 
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his native towo,) must have been built about this 
Ume, as his donatlou " for and ia the bnildiog aud 
erecting, repairing and maintayneinge of the bridge 
in Tfverton coinonly called West-E^-bridge," (which 
was conveyed by will,) bears date 1568.* Other 
bridges must have ensted previous to this period, 
as we find that " Bishop Lacy, 12th May, 1448, 
granted an indulgence of forty days to the truly 
contrite who should contribute to the rebuilding of 
Tiverton bridge." The former structures were pos- 
sibly of wood, and ill calculated to contend against 
the frequent floods and rapidity of the stream in 
the winter season.-f- 

I have before remarked on the early introduc- 
tion of cloth manufacture in this country, although 
of a coarse nature.^ but there is no reason to con- 
clude that the art had undergone any great improve- 
ment until the reign of Edward 3rd. The protection 
afforded to English commerce by his wise and salu- 
tary laws has beeo already shewn.§ 

In the I4tb century Cornish wool produced a 



* It Kppean bj Wilier Tjirel'i will, that nmch of hU property wu 
■ituated in Weitcu. 

f " In 1579, John Waldron of Twiford, gentleman, founded an alma 
honae on the aouth side of Wellhrook, for eight poor men, each of them 
hath one (hilling a week. A fine chapel adjoining for daily prayen." fUSS. 

It appean probable that the Earl of Devon'i ch^iel, attached to St. Peter'i 
church, was deitroyed about tbli time, and not during the commonwealtb. 
See Biadon, page 21, who completed his work in 1630. 
I See page 15. 

f See pue 23. 

r. 2. 
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A- D- lower price than in any other coanty in England ; a 
1578. sack of 464Ibs. fetching only 4 marks, or SOs. being 
rather more than l^d. per pound, vhile that of 
Shropshire, which was the highest, sold at 14 marks, 
or fall 4id. per lb. At this period the price of 
Devonshire wool was 7 or 8 marks a sack, and in 
Somersetshire about 10. 

From its earliest existence, woollen manufac- 
ture had been subject to considerable fluctuation. 
The wars in Spain under the Emperor Charles Stb, 
occasioned in the reign of Henry 8th, a great stag- 
nation in trade, from the extensive intercourse which 
had existed between the two kingdoms, as well as 
its baneful influence over the Low ("ountries. After 
a time however, more prosperous days returned; 
the loom and shuttle were again heard, and in most 
cases Tiverton derived the happy effects of wealthy 
inhabitants ; and as Camden expresses it, ''the wool- 
len trade brought to Tiverton both gain and glory." 
1591. s^( Qf (ijg uncertainty of life, and vicissitudes 

of human controul, it pleased God that Tiverton 
should afford a striking example. In 1591, the 
plague committed dreadful ravages in this Town, 
which was s^d to have been introdnced by one 
William Wautker, a travelling pedlar. About 550,* 
out of 5000 persons died, and hundreds fled to avoid 
its fatal blow ; so that as it is quaintly expressed in 



* At the end of the pamh regiiter, let book, this entiy appeum. 
"Note, dyed m the Plague, 1591, kboat 500 people, page 146." By 
rafcrcDce to thlt page we find the buriali ue beaded, " Thete tome d;ed 
of the FcBtilniee." The mimber of burial* in that year ii 953. 
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an old HS8."tbe grass grewe in the streetes and lanes." ^ '*' 

Time, however, had prodaced the happy effect *'''*' 
of restoring confidence with the departure of the 
malady itself, and the inhabitants of Tiverton once 
more resumed their occupation and importance, so 
that it became "the chiefe market for cloth, that is 
in all the west parts of England." But it was the 
will of providence that this devoted Town should 
be again visited by a more distressing calamity, 
which destroyed the trade, and left Hverton a 
heap of ruins. 

On Monday April 3rd, 1598, about one o'clock "'*' 
in the day, when the market was at its height, a 
dreadful fire broke oat in a poor cottage on the north 
side of Wellbrooke, occasioned, by a poor woman 
fryi og pancakes with straw, which by some accident 
igniting some litter in the room, soon set the house 
in a blaize. The wind blew hard at west south west, 
and the fire catching a neighbouring hay-house, it 
shortly extended to the Town mills, and the violence 
of the wind driving the fire across the river, in half 
an hour the whole formed one vast conflagration, 
witb the exception of the Church, Castle, and a few 
other stone bnildings. Thus, in less than two hours 
the raging element converted this late prosperous 
and busy Town into a heap of mouldering ruins. 
Men ran wildly about uncertain what to do, while 
others stood wringing their hands in utter despair, 
and fatal it proved to many who endeavoured to save 
their property. Several chapels, and 400 houses 
were on fire at one time; neither buckets, hooks, or 
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^ ^ engines were at hand, "notvithstanding; it is sayd 
i»98. that the chiefe of the towne had often been in hand 
to make such provision ; but never brought it to 
effect, for howsoever it was well motioned, it was ill 
remembered, the want whereof they now felt to their 
great sorrow and cost."* Thus the devouring flame> 
assisted by the violence of the wind, extended itself 
with fearful rapidity, unchecked by human aid.-f 
Property in "money, plate, merchandize, and house- 
hold stuff," was destroyed ; Horses were burnt in 
the stables and streets : 300 pair of looms were said 
to have been lost, and the whole was estimated at 
above £150,000. A few people, in hastening to es- 
cape, fell smothered by the smoke to rise no more — 
and 33 persons perished in the flames.^! 

* For the remainder of this cnrioiu aiiil intcrettiDg ptunphlet, see 
appendix, No. 3. 

t ItiaTerylikelj'tliBthousetwere, atthii period, built chiellyofwood. 
} The foUowing i* bd exact cop; of the Tiverton Repster, 
April 3d. 1598. 
"Thete perwni whose names here following, were bum'd with the fire 
lij day of Aprill A. D. I&08 ia the 14 yean of onr molt gndona Queen 
Elisabeth'* M^estie." 

33. " Tbonas Land the elder \ Jovt, the daughter of William BceM. 

Jone, the wife of Thomai Und,» / Eleanor, the daugh. of Gcegojy Slee. 
Nicholas Hartnoll the elder.t Nathaniel Frort, labourer. 



Mra. Peane, widow. 



Joan, the wift of Ralph Frott. 



Mary, the wief of Martyn Beere. gUen. the wief of Vincent KingwelL 

Mary, the wief of John Ellis. ji^^ (,,4 ^Lcc, wrvant to the widow 1 

Jone, the daughter of John West. Bonbcer. J 

• '■ The/ ■bUHof Ua tbnnHlTn, vu toani win In hi*, bant In tlw itteet." Rlidon. 
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This dreadful riaitation is thos mentioaed in ^ ^• 
tlie Tiverton register.^ "The town was barn'd uga, 
April 3rd, 1598, and 33 persons were consumed 
in the fire.* But the author of the " Practice of 
Pietj/" says above 50.+ The noble Town was 
consumed in less than half an hour, except the 
Church, the parsonage houses, the town house, 
the bridewell, the atms-bouses, and a few poor 
peoples dwelliogs. So sudden and fearful was the 
fire> driven by a strong westerly wind, that a 
man might have seen 400 dwelling houses all at 
once on fire." 

Stowe also, with his general accuracy, in enu- 
merating this as one of the greatest calamities 



Ksllierine, the dangh. of John Lode 
Katherine the weaver, widow. 
Christopher, lerTUit to Wm. Qngg. 
Kchard T>ja, tervaut to the widow 1 

Glover. / 

Vaij Horrel, lervant to N. Hartnoll. 
Christopher, the son of Edward Dalle. 
Joan, the wlef of Edward Sterlon. 
llioinai, the lonne of the widow 1 

Sterton. / 

Elizabeth, the daughter of Francit 1 

Periune. / 

WiUiam, the aonne of John EllU. 



Thomai, the aonne of Jamei Smith. 
Rngh, the loniie of Jamei Smith. 
Elizabeth, the dau^ of JotiD Bellamj. 
Thomas, the sonne of Phillip Tucker. 
Alice, serrant to Robert Fanner. 
Joan, the daogh. of William Chilcott. 
Thomas, the tonne of the widow 1 

Parker. J 

Joanrthe dangh.of Elizabeth Webber. 
Hugh, the sonne of the widow Parker. 
Thontndn, the daughter of George \ 

Ramster." f 



"Their remain 
under one grate." 



: collected and buried in the Church yard 



f See the last leaf of the lit register. 

* See page 15B, of the Parish register. 

t See page 433, of the 14th edition. 
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A* D- that befel England at that period, says, "Oa the 
isfB. 3d. Aprill, the fayre and rich tovnie of Tiriford- 
tovae ia Devonshire was brent by casualty of 
fire, beginning at a poore cottage : a woman there 
frying pancakes with strawe ( for lacke of other 
fewell ) the same fiered the house, and so the 
towne about one of the docke in the aftemoone : 
the rage of which fire, lasting an houre and a 
balfe, consumed 409 bonses, burned downe : one 
hundred and fiftie thousand pounds consumed in 
money, plate, merchandise, household stufie, and 
houses, 50 persons, men, women, and children 
consumed : an almes house preserved with poore 
men therein, in the midst of the flames : £2000 
weekly was bestowed there in y* market on Mun- 
daies in Devonshire Karseis; 9000 people main- 
tayned by the cloatbing of that towne, in Devon, 
Cornwall, and Somersetshire. It was the Earle of 
Devonshire's chiefe seate, where yet standeth his 
castle or court place. Thus much of this towne, 
was certified to her Majesty, and was thought 
of many to be a just punishment of God uppon 
that towne for the unmercifullnesse of the riche, 
and small regard of the poore, which were daily 
seene to perish in the streetes of that towne for 
lacke of releife."* 

The distress occasioned by this great calamity 
must have exceeded description. Friends, children, 
and the hard earnings of industry, in a moment 

* Stowe'i tnnali, p*ge 7S6. 



Digitized by Google 



BOOK I. OBNBRAL HISTORY. 

were in a moment taken from them, and they 
wandered about the fields in a state of despair 
and destitution. In this emergency, their benero- 
lent neighbours stepped forth to alleviate their 
waots. Ten pounds in money was immediately 
sent them from Exeter to relieve the poor, and as 
the act of the Chamber expressed it, "800 persons 
do want and bare no lodgings but in the fields." 
A collection was made throughout the County of 
Devon, and the Queen, as soon as the intelligence 
reached b^", " granted towards some part of their 
relief £3,000, to be taken out of certain shires, for 
tbe stock appunted by the last statute to be col- 
lected there ; the which would be a small, thougb 
a most princely relief towards the recovery of so 
great a loss."* The Judges recommended the case 
"to the JuRtices in their circuit, that some chari- 
table benevolence might be shewed by the gentlemen 
every where ; " and the Archbishop of Canterbury 
sent a circular letter to the Bishops to recommend 
to them and the wealthier sort of tbe clergy, the 
relieving of the bitter affliction of " these poor 
men of 'nverton."§ 

* For the Tenuinder of thii paper lee appcDdix, No. 3. 

i Sbype'i life of Wit^ udibiriiop of CBntcrbniy, v. 40. p. 42. 
Oifind, Chrendon ed. 1822. lee alio appendix, No. S. 

Letten of tliia sort appear to have been common In the rdgn 
of <iatea EUnbeth. There is one prewmd by EUii, dated Richiiioiid, 
3!mi Jaonai;, 1582, from the lords of the cotmdl to the biihopi, 
recommending a collection to be made among the clergy for the town of 
Oenera, which had niffered from an attack of the ;onng duke of Savof, 
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The conti'ibations were doubtless considerable, 
and tbe relief and encouragement so promptly 
given, had the happy effect of exciting energy, 
and inducing the inhabitants immediately to set 
about rebuilding their town, for which they had 
so many strong inducements. Its position with 
regard to water, and the fame it had acquired in 
the manufacture of kerseys, which found a better 
market, and sold for higher prices than those made 
in other places, naturally stimulated them to exer- 
tion, and influenced by these motives, they set to 
work with skill and energy to repair their losses, 
and the re-estabUshment of tbe town proceeded 
with great activity. 

In 1590, the population of Tiverton, has been 
already stated at nearly 5000,* but in ten years 
later it was reduced about one quarter, occasioned 
doubtless by the plague, and the fire of 1598. 
Trade however, continued to increase ; and tbe 
evil policy and tyrannical conduct of Philip 2nd, of 
Spain, having driven hundreds of artizans from 
the Low Countries, to seek an asylum in England, 
it not only favoured Elizabeth's political views, but 



initigated, the letter uyi, bj tbe Pope, ud exctwing ber Mqerty'i inablli^ 
to lend the OcDereie money, bjr rr»inii of " the chargeable wane of Iieland 
moved alM by the Pope and hi* adherent!." The language of the letter 
ttrj moch reaembled that addnated to archblihop Wbitgift, " to whom," 
th^ *a;, "we hare etpedaUy reconunendcd the case hereof witbin hit 
province." vide EEU'* letten iUattrative of Bngliib hiitory, 2iid wriea, 
vol. iiL p. 83. letter ccxr. 

* See pi^e ST. 
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was a source of considerable commercial advantage, 
to afford them every protection. Of tliis circum- 
stance Hverton derived its full share of benefit, 
and the town once more shone forth in all its 
commercial prospenty. 

In 1604, the free Grammar school was opened, 
an establishment founded and richly endowed by 
the munificence of Peter Blundell, a wealthy clothier, 
for the benefit of his native town, whose various 
and extensive charities, have rendered bis name 
beloved and respected by high and low. A few 
years later, Chilcott's free English school was 
built in Peter Street, for the same benevolent 
purpose ; Wm. Ghilcott being a nephew of Peter 
Blundell, and also a clothier in Hverton. 

In 1612, "the returns of the town of Tiverton 
alone^ were estimated at the sum of £300,000 a 
year; and in a brief granted by King James,* it 
is set forth that " this great trade kept always in 
work 8000 persons, men, women, and children, 
and that the said town had lately been accounted 
the chiefest market town in all the west parts of 
this our realm of England." The manufacture 
consisted of plain cloths, and kerseys of different 
qualities, principally of the finest ; and they were 
in great demand for home consumption, and 
eagerly sought after by London merchants for 
exportation. 

* See appendU, 4. 
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Tivertott was in this prosperous and tbriring 
state, when another fatal evil befel it in a second 
fire which a^in reduced the town to ashes ; and 
as it had become more extensive both in bnildings 
and population than in 1698, the fire was conse- 
quently more destructive. 

It commenced on Wednesday 5th August, 
where the Angel Inn now stands, at that time 
occupied by a Mr. Patey, whose servant was en- 
gaged in dyeing wool, when a boy coming into the 
dye-house, set two dogs fighting, which the servant 
regarding with more interest than his master's 
buBtness, he neglected the furnaces, by which 
means the fire caught a large body of fuel com- 
posed of wood and furze which was in the I'oom, 
and the whole was soon in a blaze, and so violent 
were the flames that they could not be cootrouled. 
Thus' the fire extended over the whole town, and 
the houses being generally of thatch and very dry, 
it burnt with considerable fury. The dreadful expe- 
rience of 14 years previous, would have operated, 
one would imagine, as an inducement to provide 
the power of affording assistance in time of need ; 
but the evil past was no longer a source of appre- 
hension, and neither fire engine or means of any 
kind was at band to check the fury of the fiames. 
No system was organized, and all appeared filled 
with the utmost consternation ; and the fire, thus 
uncontrouled, suspended its rage only with the 
destruction of the whole town, with the exception 
of St. Peter's Church, the Castle, School houses. 
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Alms-houses, and about 30 poor habitatioDS. Tbe 
parish register has conveyed this melancholy tale 
to past and future generations in the following 
words ; — *' On the 5tb of August 1612, the whole 
town was again fired and consumed, except the 
Church, one parsonage house, the school houses, 
the alms-houses, and about 30 houses of the poor 
people. They are blind who see not in this the 
finger of God, wherefore fear Gods tkreateningt, 
Jer. c. 17. V. 27. and believe GoiCs prophets, if ye 
mill prosper, 2 Chro. c. 20. v. 20." 

The Assize week, which happened to be at 
that time, had drawn " most of tbe Freeholders 
of our said town of Tiverton '* to Exeter, in attend- 
ance on their duty there, by which means, unfor- 
tunately, many influential persons were absent who 
were best calculated to render assistance. Thus 
was this devoted town again overwhelmed with 
misery, and all ranks were reduced to the greatest 
distress. Goods and merchandize to the amount 
of £200,000, and upwards of six hundred houses 
were consumed,* besides almost the whole of the 
machinery, and implements of trade in the town-f 



* The fire laricd, it qipun, ■ d^ uul night, ud yet no 



f Id IG12, prerioiu to the Gre, the fint yeu after poor Ltwa 
were Introduced, the whole expenditure of the paiiih of Tirerton for 
the nuiatenance of the poor, «m not more than 4Bb. per week, or 
£130, per tnnniD. In 1G56, it wm nther upwards of £300; in 
1699, £410. 111. &td.; for the fear ending at Eatterl 783, £2184. IDl Od. 
in 1831, the highest unoont of poor rate recorded In the pariah of 
nverton, was £6976. 7i. ed. ; and in 1842, £S820. Bi. 21d. (see 
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The existence of distress, is ever, in England, 
a pi-elude for benevolent exertion, and we are 
told that great activity was used in the parish, 
and the inhabitants "were relieved with the sum 
of £100 in money," which was collected in the 
city of Exeter, A brief was granted by King James, 
( before alluded to^ ) ordering a general collection 
to be made throughout the western parts of the 
kingdom, on the appeal of the earl of Bath, 
lord lieutenant of the county, and most of the prin- 
cipal nobility, clergy, and magistrates. This brief 
after commenting on the state of the trade, and 
town of Hverton, and extent of the destruction, 
remarks on the judicious arrangement of the magis- 
trates "in placing and disposing of 300 poor 
people throughout the sbire," a circumstance that 
doubtless carried the art of woollen manufacture 
into many small towns and villages in Devonshire. 

A calamity so great, and the second in so short 
a period, seemed almost sufficient to paralize human 
exertion ; but God, who thought fit to cause such 
an evil, in his mercy sent support to the suffering 
poor, and stimulated the wealthy to exertion ; so 
that we find the same reasons which induced the 
inhabitants to rebuild the town after the former fire, 

qtpendix No. 26,) — •hewing k dintinulion of £1085. 19t- 6|d., b^ the 
opention* of the new poor Law act, and an inaeue in the popa- 
lation, during that period, of £275. 

X For the remainder of the brief, lee appendix No. 2. Also, a 
cnriout account of thJa fire, called the " Lamentable burning of Tiverton," 
pnbliabed in London, 1612. 



Digitized by Google 



BOOK T. GENERAL HISTOBY. 

operated as strongly at this time also. The contri- 
butions were many and valuable, encouraged as 
tbey were by the King's brief, and ably supported 
by the principal nobility and gentry throughout 
the kingdom. The wealthy inhabitants of the coun- 
ty of Devon were active and liberal assistants, 
towards the restoration of a town that bad contri- 
buted so largely towards the manufacture of the 
county. 

We have no certain means of ascertaining 
the amount of assistance rendered on this occasion, 
but it was doubtless considerable, as we find in 
1614, the town had derived sufficient importance 
to enter into an agreement at the quarter Sessions 
held at Exeter, *' to *repair and mend the following 
bridges (whereby they were exempted from the 
same relating to the County bridges,) viz.— 

HORSB BRIOGBS. 

Lowman bridge, near Mr. Blundell's Free 
school. 

Half of Cove bridge. 

FOOT BRIDGES. 

BickJeigh bridge. 

Lower Lowman bridge, at the end of St. An- 
drew's street. 

Willbrooke bridge, which no longer exists, the 
stream having been turned. 

Half of Laogley bridge. 

Half of Worthy bridge, both situated over the 
dart, on the south west of the park ; besides other 

* BlnndcU'a mcmoin. 
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sraalL bridges within the parish of Tiverton, and 
the exemption from county rates, has continued 
to the present day. 

In 1615, II. James 1st, a charter of incorporation 
was granted to the inhabitants of Tiverton, to consist 
of a Mayor, twelve capital, and twelve assistant 
burgesses, a recorder and town clerk. Mr. Richard 
Hill, alias Spurway, an eminent Clothier, was no- 
minated the first Mayor; Humphry Were, Esq. 
the first Recorder ; and Henry Newte, the elder, 
gentleman, to be the first Town clerk, and his son 
Henry to succeed him.* 

It provided the usual power of holding Sessions, 
and directed that a new Mayor should be annually 
elected the Tuesday next after the feast of iSaint 
Bartholomew, out of their own body, and the pri- 
vilege of holding two Furs anniially, on the second 
Tuesday after Trinity Sunday, and on Michael- 
mas day. 

This charter also granted to the mayor and 
corporation, the power of sending two Burgesses 
to parliament 

The newly appointed magistrates held their 
first Court for the administration of justice, within 
the liberty, (which comprehends the whole parish,) 
in 1615, soon after the charter was granted ; and 
the different privileges respecting fairs, markets &c. 

* S«e tU* charter at length In tlie lypCDdiXi No. &. 
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came into operation at the same period.* 

In the course of three years, it appears, the 
Town was again rebuilt, and trade became once 
more in a flourishing condition. Every enconrage- 
ment that the rich and benevolent could give, was 
extended to the poorer artizans ; for from 1613, 
to 1620, no less than 13 benefactions were made, 
either for the purpose of securing permanent ad- 
vantage to the poor, or by means of leading money 
to the less prosperous tradesman, without interest, 
to encourage industry, with a view of its being 
returned in a stated period, and the same privilege 
extended to others.-^ 

Among these benefactors we find Mr. George 
Slee, a wealthy merchant of Tiverton, who erected 
some Alms houses in Peter street, for the benefit 
of six aged women in 1613; — Sir John Acland,:^ 
Knight, of Culm John, in this county, who by Will, 
dated 1619. left to twelve poor people for ever, 
a weekly distribution of bread, — and Custom wood. 



* Thii yt»z bIm the Town hall wm built, on the ute dT 
St TboiOM't chapel. fLgnn.J 

f Almoit ' the whole of Ihexe ere loit, and luppoied to have been 
either paid off at the time, or dispoied of during the trouble* which ennied. 

{ In 1616, llvcrton aent ita fint meinben to parliament, and 
the ttalement made bj DunsTord, on the authority of Hewett'a Ha«. 
of bu^euei having been elected by the volea of the potwaltopeti, ia 
1603, and 1687, hai, after atrict learch, been found quite incorrect 

; Thii excellent man extended hU choritie* to a great auaj paiUhea 
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on tbe Core road, wbich was given by an unknown 
hand about 1620, a grant that, from circumstances, 
has almost ceased to be a benefit to the poor.* 

If any judgement may be formed of tbe extent 
and progress of the population of Tiverton from 
tbe number of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, 
as contained in tbe parish Register, it would E4>- 
pear that the population in 60 years, from 1560 
to 1617, bad nearly trebled itself;-}- for at the 
former period, the number of inhabitants did not 
much exceed 2000, and in the latter year, it had 
extended to nearly 6000. 

The principal increase would numerically ap- 
pear to be from 1560 to 1590 ; as there were 
397 baptisms, — 124 marriages, — and 280 burials. 
From 1560, to 65; while from 1585 to 90, tbe 
numbers were 625 baptisms, 162 marriages, and 
603 burials; and from 1613 to 17, the baptisms 
amounted to 882, marriages 203, and burials 655. 



in DevouMce in the ume vvj. In Pilhm chuKh, near Bunitopla, U 
tbe foUoiTiiig memorial : — 

" Here Sir John Acland to the poor*! a Mend, 
In giving bread no time's to put an end; 
Six-pence a week by him to ui i« meamred, 
A crowne for him in Heaven's laid Dp and treanired." 
He alio built the Chapel at Culm John, wbich haa been recently ( IS4I ) 
replaced bjr the beantifiil and cheite building at Killerhin, which wai erected 
by the pietent estimable possessor, chiefly at hii own expense. 

* See page 32. 

t See Publie Cbarities, part 3. 
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In drawing aa accurate conclusion, however, it is ^ ^• 
necessary to consider the effect of the plague i«i7. 
which occurred in 159) ; and of the fire of 1598, 
( which together produced a reduction of a quarter 
of the population,) and a similar calamity in 1612 
Allowing for these distressing visitations, there 
appears on the average, a rapid increase through- 
out the whole of this period of 60 years ; and the 
natural inference to be drawn from it is a propor- i6». 
tionate advance in trade. 

Having thus shewn that, notwithstanding the 
calamities to which, by God's will, Tiverton had 
been exposed, and the competition opened in the 
woollen trade, by a settlement of full 300 Artizans 
in different parts of the county, after 1612, it still 
strove to preserve its ascendancy among the towns 
of Devon. At this period, and before, the manu- 
facture of kersies were on the decline, for which 
were substituted "white serges, called long elts, 
cloth druggets, and duroys, of divers qualities and 
dimensions,"* Tiverton remaining |one of the prin- 
cipal markets for these commodities, sending them 
partly to Exeter in an undressed state, while a 
considerable traffic was carried on with London, 
or by direct exportation with Spain, Portugal 
and Germany. It should be observed, that at 
this period, there were some wealthy merchants 
residing at Bolham, where several manufactories, 
and fulling mills were established, besides their 

• Ch.pp.1. 
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existence in other parts or the neighbourhood ; 
the whole of which tended to preserve an active 
employment, notwithstanding the temporary checks 
the trade of Tiverton had sustained. 

In 1625, the population had exceeded 7000 ; a 
year rendered remarkable for the occurrence of a 
very disastrous flood-, which happened on the 13th 
of October, causing the destruction of fifty-three 
houses.* In 1626, the plague having raged violently 
in Exeter for more than twelve months,'^- the 
Assizes for the county were held in Blundetl's school 
in this town, on which occasion, one Commins of 
Chevithome, for sheep-stealing, and a Dutchman, 
for robbery, were sentenced to death, and after- 
wards executed upon White-down,J about two miles 
from Tiverton, on the road to Cullompton. The 
Judge's names on this occasion, appears to have 
been Denbam ; and Nicholas Fry, Esq. was High 
Sheriff. 

The state of trade at the close of James's reign, 
and the catalogue of manufacture for which England 

* Thii is menlioDed on the Buthoril; of Duntford, vho gained hit 
informatiiin from • MS. dioiy of one Armer Robert Roberta, vho lived 
Bt NoFth Combe, in the parisli of Slockle; Fomeroy. 

t Isaac says, " the plagae here entered in tbe month of Jul;, and 
continued very hot for one jean ipaee, iweeping away nanf f^miliea. No 
be^an were allowed in the open itreets, but were initantly aent to the 
Route of Correction, to get their bread b; the sweat of their brow, idle- 
neu being the root of all evil, it being no leta true than a witty saying, that 
the Devil tempts all men but the idle man, who teaptt tbe Devil, the idle 
man's biwn being a shop for the Devil to work in." p. 150. 

{ See the Lady Amicia, widow of Baldwin Riven, book 2. 
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was then emiDent, would present but an imperfect 
figure, whea compared with the list exhibited at 
the present day. Nine tenths of the commerce of 
the kingdom consisted in woollen goods ; and Bri- 
tish legislature was directed chiefly towards the 
encouragement of that manufacture. The 19th of 
this reign the export of British wool was prohibited 
by proclamation, under an impression that British 
produce, exceeded in value the finest wool of other 
countries ; "and although" says Hume, "that edict 
was never strictly enforced," it remained in force 
for a considerable period. At this time the trade 
with Spain was prosecuted with considerable vigour, 
and several rich merchants in Tiverton had exten- 
sively embarked in that traffic* From the reign 
of James the 1st, to 1641 or 2, the trade and popu- 
lation of Tiverton appears to have been more exten- 
sive than at a later period ; and Mc'CulIocfa in his 
Statistics of the British Empire, states, that "in 
1614, an improvement took place in the woollen 
manufacture of the west of England, by the inven- 
tion of what is called medley, or mixed cloth : for 
which Gloucestershire is still celebrated." We find 
that this style of manufacture existed here also, 
as Mr. Robert Reade, a clothier of Tiverton, by 
Will dated 1621, directed that the fifteen weavers, 
and five tuckers, which were to benefit by his legacy 
of £100, should be selected, not from among "white 



• The fonowiDg is ropied from Hewett'* mb. •' 1630. "John Frand*, 
of Cbevitliorne, E>q. he wu the fint perton thai did keep a Coache 
ID Ihii pariih of Tiyerton." 
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wearers, nor tuckers that make vhite kersies, but 
my will and meaning is, that they be such as weave 
and tuck upon coloured mixed kerseys, for the 
Love of God." 

We now, however, approach a period, frought 
with serious evil to trade, as well as to the prosperity 
of England. The woollen trade declined rapidly, 
and the protecting laws, particularly those of pre- 
venting the import of Foreign wool, which led to 
its being run (smuggled) in large quantities, were 
doomed to have a baneful in6uence on British 
manufactui'e.* 

The state of England on the death of James 



* TMs Tew the Corporalian formed b Mt of bye Lain, for the 
gOTCtnment of the town, which received the content of Sir John Walter, 
knight, Lord chief Baron of the Exchequer, and Sir John Denham, one of 
the Baron* of the lame court, togetlier with the Jniticei of the nttte* in 
die Count; of Deron, according to the atatute. Thej arc Uurt; in nombcr— 
(•ee appendix, No. 24,) and the 5th prorided, "that no inhabitant ihall b«r> 
hour inmatei, &c. under penalty of ID*, a month, to be secured by diitren." 
6th. — "That if any non-inhabitant or rendent shnll erect a cottage, without 
consent of the mayor and burgetK*, ahall forfeit £5., and 20t. fbr every 
month'a continuance thereot" 7th.—" If any inhabitant aliall take to nnne 
any baitard child, without giving good aecurity to indemnify the pansh, 
■hall forMt IDs. for erery month." 14th. — "No inhabitant to permit hii 
hoga or piga to wander the itreeta under the penal^ of 3d. a time for each." 
The 15th and 16th rale, were proviiiona for the aecurity of the Town Lake. 
18th. — "Every coital burgeu and aniitant, that ihall not be tucovercd 
at thnr Hilemn and public meeting!, or otherwiie behaving thcnuelve* 
unbecoming, *hnU forfeit ISd." Although the 5lh and 6th law*, m given 
above, appear rather arbitrary, yet they were justified by the charter, in 
providing themselvea with such a power, and much of the remaining onet, if 
properly enforced, ought to have had a moit salutary effect. When the new 
charter WM gnoted, 1724, these bye-tawa became null and void, uditwUl 
be seen that in 1787, «ome new ones were enacted. 
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the Firat, involved, as it was in war with Spun ; 
with an exhausted Treasury, and a succession of 
injudicious proceedings, augured but badly for the 
opening of Charles's reign ; and that which com- 
menced in disorder, terminated in open rebellion, 
and the unjustifiable execution of the King himself. 
Much error is but too evident in Charles's conduct 
in many points, among others, in persisting in so 
long a stay in Scotland, contrary to the often urged 
advice of his able minister. Sir Edward Nicholas. 
Speeches were made in parliament of a nature well 
calculated to inflame the public mind.* In 1637, 
the Scotch not only refused to adopt the liturgy, as 
directed by the King, but tliey summoned a general 
council, abrogated the government orders, and set 
at naught the King's authority. A shallow peace 
however, was established in Scotland, which had 

* Id a letter from Sir E. Nieholu, to Charlei tbe First, dAted 6th 
Norember, 1641 — in which he BSyi, "yoni Miyeitie'B long abience encoo- 
nget Mune to talke to puliunent of highe mBtt«r«. It <ru yesterday in 
debate in the Conunona house, that your pailianeiit vay have the apprord 
of all Officen, CoimcUlorB, and Ambaaisdara, and your Mi^estie the aoni- 
uatioii." A iiKMt eEbraordiuai^ qieedi was made on thia oocasion by 
Matter Smith, of the Inner Temple. In one part he obaerret ; "FrerogatiTe 
and liberty are both neoeisary to this lungdom ; end like the sun and moon 
gire a Initre to this benighted nation, so long aa they walk at equal dis- 
tance! ; but when one of tbem shall venutn iota the othen orb, like Ihoae 
planets in co^janction, thej there cause a deeper eclipse." He concludes a 
•tring of uncouth metapfaon, by tasnring the Hou«e that it was necessary 
"•o to provide that dw movements of the times may not like great Jmdu in 
a pool, devour their inferiors, and make poverty a pavement ibr thenuelve* 
to trampl* on." ( Evelyn's memoirt, v. 2.) 

In another letter dated November Sth, 1641. — " I write this, 
that yonr Hqeitie may see how extretrady necwaarj it ia for jtm 
to hMten Uflier.'' ( Evelya's memoita.) 
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been barely concluded, when an insurrection broke 
out in Ireland. Tbe aid so requisite in such an 
emergency, was not supported by parliament, and 
an entire want of co-operation between the King 
and his council was but too apparent. Thus, a 
chain of concurring circumstances, left England 
ripened for destruction. 

Amid evils so great, and tbe check necessarily 
given to trade during any period of unsettled govern- 
ment, which at this time amounted to a suspension 
of all internal legislation, must have operated mate- 
rially on the commerce of Tiverton. And although 
there is reason to believe the population continued 
to increase, being at this time nearly 8000, yet it 
must have fallen far short of the rapid advance of 
former years. One benefit alone appears to have 
secured to Tiverton a partial continuance of its 
trade, which was the existence of a direct traffic, 
carried on by many of the principal merchants, 
with foreign states. 

Although each party may be blamed for having 
proceeded to the extent they did, the balance of 
power, apparent between the King and his oppo- 
nents, naturally led the people to divide their choice, 
and each party became animated by the most violent 
animosity. The strength of the parliamentary pow- 
er lay chiefly in the support of tbe middle and 
lower orders ; and as the larger portion of popula- 
tion in Tiverton, consisted in the manufacturing 
classes, it appears but reasonable to say, and the 
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obserratloD is borne out by concurrent testimony, 
tbat tbe parliamentary faction received the largest 
sbare of support there.* 

* The itste of blind and misgnided teal which existed at thi« time, 
even io the ranki of Parliament, ia well drawn b; the following, extracted - 
from Vican** pariiameDlary chr. part 1. After detcnbin; the deatruction of 
Paul's cTOaa at Cheiqiaide, and the " solemn obseqiuea of the Romish idol," 
Rcan mentiona the pious purging of Westminster Abbey, " where," he sa;s, 
" they hare zealously pulled down many crones and popish images ; yea, 
and the gandie and superstitious organs there also, and so have quite spoiled 
the sport, and marr'd the mirth and musick of all those lazie lubbers and 
mimicall dioriater* of that cage of such unclean birds." " And for tbe better 
dearing of tbe truths aforesaid," he proceeds, " and the furer manifestation 
of the teal and pietie of our most excellent Ezra't, and most zealous 
Zombabtlt of our EngHth - Iirael in parliament, I have thought fit here la 
inaert the order of parliament published in print by authority of both houses 
for the reader* better content and satisfaction therein. 
Die Mercurii, Mali, 10. 1643. 

By virtue of an order of the House of Conunoni, nnd agreeable to a 
biU passed by both Houses of Parliament, for nippresung of divers innova- 
tions in Churches and Chappels, this Committee doth require you, and every 
of you, to talce away and demolish every Altar or Table of stone within your 
Church or Chappell, and to remove the Communion Table Irom the East 
end of tbe said Church or Chappell, and to place (be same in some other 
convenient place of the body of the said Chnrch or Chappell. And to re- 
move and take away all Tapers, Candlesticks, and Basons from the 
Communion Table in the said Church or Cbq)peU : And to take away and 
demolish all Crtidfixea, Crosies, and all images and Pictures of any or more 
persons of the Trimty, or of the Virgin Mary, in your s^d Church or 
Chappell. And this Committee doth further require you to demolish all 
Cmdfiies, ctosses, images, or pictures, of any one or more persons of the 
Trioilie, at of tbe Virgin Mary, upon the outtide of your said Church or 
ChsppeB, or in any open place within your Parish, whereof you are to give 
an account to this Committee before the 20 day of this pi«seat Moneth. 
To the Church - Wardens of the Parish -Church, 
Ch^ipell of &c — ; And to every of them." 

Vttart, Park Chr. pari 1. ;., 328 - 9. 
From this dreular sent throughout the kingdom, we may gather what would 
be the sacrilegious havoc made by the fanatics on all the nonumenls of 
andent taste, and ancient piety. 
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In the month of August, a party of King's 
dragoons entered the town, led by Sir Alien Apsley^f 
and Major Buckiogham,;}: with the desire of gaining 
possession of it, when tbey surprised a Republican 
Regiment, under the command of Colonel Weare ; 
but being ass^led with stones and other missiles, 
by the mob, who shewed every disposition to oppose 
their entrance, the soldiers fired, by which many 
of the rabble were either slain or wounded, and the 
effect produced was a dtspei-sion of the remainder, 
when one John Lock, a miller, was taken and exe- 
cuted, at the sign of the White Horse, on the north 
side of Gold street. After which the town was 
plundered.* 

From this time the King's troops appear to 
have kept possession of Tiverton, until the 19th 
October, 1645, guarding it by a garrison of full 200 
men. The civil government was superseded by the 
military, and the town was placed under the con- 
trol of Colonel Connocke, a cruel and oppressive 

t A brother of Mn. Luc; Hntdiiiuoii, wife of Colonel Helf 
HutchinMn, whoie meaoin are well kuown, and Colonel of a Regiment 
of PBrliamentaiy Caviliy.— Sir Allen wai governor of Bamitaple, at 
the period of ita nurcDder. 

t ThU waa a detachment of Kings troopi from what was called 
the Comiah annr, under Sir Ralph Hopton, who after the battle of 
Stratton, left some imall garriion near Exeter, and a detachment ad- 
vanced to "nverton. (Lyunt.) 



* "Afterthebattleof Stratton, in Har 1643, the victorioua rojaliato, 
in their march &om Cornwall, dkipoaieued Colonel Weare, who then held 
"nTerton for the ParUameDt." (Lymm'i Damt. p. i09.J Colonel Weare, 
would be better known aa John Were Eiq. of Halberton, who died in 16&S. 
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man, of whom more hereafter.* 

The reverses experienced by the King at the 
battle of Brandon - heath, near Alesford, which was 
fought 29th March, decided the Queen, who was 
near her confinement, on quitting Oxford, and pro- 
ceeding, by easy stages, to Exeter, where she ar- 
rived in April following, and took up her abode at 
Bedford House, Her daughter Henrietta, after- 
wards Dutchess of Orleans, was bom in June, and 
in July the earl of Essex with the parliament army 
arriving in that neighbourhood, the Queen removed 
to Cornwall, and thence proceeded to France. 

In September, the King, who had been in the 
west about eight months, projected a return to 
Oxford ; but well knowing that Waller was ready 
to leave I^ndon, and Middleton had retired from 
the neighbourhood of Tiverton to join him, " he 
marchedhimself from Plymouth, accompanied by his 
own troop, to Exeter, appointing the army, by slow 
marches to follow, and to be quartered at Tiverton, 
and other towns adjacent-f* i" where they arrived 
on the 2lst of the same montb.^: 



* A letter oddrested bj Cromwdl, (who ftt that time comiDaiided i 
troop of Rone under the ew) of Hudiester, general of the parliameiituy 
force* of tlie north,) to OUtct St John, Btq. • member of the house of 
Weitniiniter, make* it IppMr haw moA at that time, ( 1G43,) he stood in 
need of monejr fbr the payment of hii boop. A &c-(imile of thU 
interesting document will be found In the appendix, No. 6, the original 
of which U in the Briti>h mnteum. 

t ClarendoD, II. 4. p. 539. 

t The following extract! from Sir Edward Walker's bi^rical 
I 2 
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In October following, the town, and particu- 
16*4. larly Westexe, was visited by another fatal disorder, 
called the Sweating sickness, of which more than 
450 persons died ; 250 of that number were buried 
in the months of August, September, October, and 
November, and 105 in October only.* From this 
and other causes, Tiverton became almost entirely 
deserted. 

1645. Owing to the dissatisfaction which had long 

existed among some of the leaders of the King's 
army, and the intrigues of Lord Goring to gain 
the command of the west-f- from Lord Hopton, 
added to the discontent expressed by the commis- 



diKonncs, relate to tke tame drcunutances. 1644.— Tueaday Septem- 
ber 3rd. " Id the interim Sir John Beride;, woi will) a good force from 
Eieter, (utranced at for aa Cbagford to intercept their putage ; but they 
having notice of hit being there, avoided him : to at they were gone ont 
of Devonihire before General Goring and be were joined, wbicb wai not 
nnlil Friday following at llTerton. General Goring (in obedience to bit 
orders, which were not to follow EsMi'a horae loo near Middleton't freah 
borte,) followed them to Halheiley, Middleton being then witfaio eight 
miles of Tonington ; yet Sir John BerUey's hone had the next day an 
encounter witb a part of those hone at Hrerton, and forced them thence 
disorderly." p. 81. Genfral Lord Goring baited at llTerton to refretb 
his hone. 

"September 16tb. "Thence ( L e. from Tavistock,) on Mundi^ the I6th, 
Hit Majesty marched witb hit army to Oaltebamplon, and tiiinaelf witb bit 
troop, and the principal Officers of bis court, went next day to Bzoestei; 
leaving the Army to come by eaur marches to Credilon, Bradninch, Cul- 
Inmplon, and to to Tiverton, where they were on Stiunlay the 21ft." 

* Sec paritb register, A. D. 1644. 

t See Clarendon, v. i. p. 641, et teq. 
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sioners* at the misconduct of Sir Richard GreenTil,:J; 
who had received the supplies, without either pro- 
viding the troops in arms, ammunition, provisions, 
or clothes, as well as other neglects, much delay 
and inconvenience was created ; and it appears 
that the garrisons of Dartmouth, Barnstaple, and 
Tiverton, were badly victualled, and deficient in 
the supply of arms and ammuaition.-f- 

Early in January, Sir Thomas Ffurfax was 
appointed general of the parliamentary army, voided 
by the resignation of the earl of JE^sex.^ 

In April, the prince of Wales ( afterwards 
Charles the second,) summoned commissioners from 
the four western counties, to meet him on the 

* See Cluendon, part 4. p. 843. 
nte CommiMioiien ^ipointed tot the Count; of Deron, weie— 
Sir Peter Frideanx, Sir Geoi^ Chodldgli, 

Sir John Pole, Sir Jobn Northcote, 

Sir Edward Powell, Sii Sainnel Rolle, 

Sir ShilttOQ Ctlmftdy, Sir Nicholas Martia, 

Sir Fnndi Drake, Sir John Davie, Bart 

Robert 8aTCT]r, Henr; Walrond, John Worth, Hugh Fortetqne, Arlliur 
Upton, and Oeoi^ Trowbridge, Esqn.] and for the city of Eieter, 
Chriitopber Clatk, E>q., Mayor; Richard Saunden, Tbomai Cioitiag, 
Adam Bennett, Walter White, Jobn Halieiril], Eiqn., Aldermen ; 
and Jamea Gould, Esq., SheriC 

t For an account of hii character, &&, tee Clarendon, t. 4. 
p. 534. et leq. 

t It ii evident, throughout the whole scconnti of this period, 
that 'HvertOD waa eonradered t^ the King's party, ai a place of 
coniiderable importance to the royal cause, e« it formed one of four 
garrisODa in Devonshire ; tbe others being Eieter, Barnstaple, and 
Dartmouth. Plymouth was in the power of the parliament. 
t See Ruine'a history of England, v. 7. p. 28. 
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23rd of the montb at Bridgwater, to consult on 
the best mode of preserring the west. Here it 
was agreed that ** those counties, according to 
their several known proportions, would, in a very 
short time, (as I remember a month was the ut- 
most,) raise and arm 6000 foot, besides the Prince's 
guards, which would be fnll 2000 more."* 

"The whole contribution of the county of 
Devon amounted to £2000 weekly; whereof so 
many hundreds were assigned by the commissioners 
for the mmntenance of the forces before Plymouth, 
as amounted to the just proportion and establish- 
ment proposed by Sir lUchard Greenvil himself; 
and then so many to the garrisons of Exeter, 
Dartmouth, Barnstaple, and Tiverton, as amounted 
to the payment of such forces, as, on all bands, 
were agreed to be absolutely necessary for their 
defence, at the lowest establishment." 

The prince of Wales afterwards proceeded to 
Barnstaple, and thence sent Sir John Berkley, 
Sir Hugh Pollard, and Colonel Ashbumham, to 
meet Lord Goring at Tiverton, "to confer with 
him, to know what he desired," in consequence 
of his strong and repeated expressions of dis- 
content.-f- 

In the commencement of August, the Prince 
directed that a portion of the garrisons from Dart- 

* ClMmdon. V- 4. p. 639. 

r, A. p. 648, Bnd 663. 
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moatfa, Exeter, and Banistaple, shoald assemble ^ ^- 
at Hrerton, to receive orders from Sir Richard lus. 
Greenvil. "Those from £xeter, according to or- 
der, appeared at the time ; and those from Barn- 
staple and Dartmonth, marched a days jouraey 
or more towards llTerton, but hearing that Lord 
Goring was risen from Taunton, made a halt." 
" Sir Richard Greenvil took occasion, fn>m the 
soldiers not meeting him at the day appointed at 
Tiverton, to exclaim against the Prince and his 
commissioners."* 

A council of war was held by the Prince at 
Exeter, the end of August, at which it was unani- 
mously agreed, " that the foot should presently 
advance to Hverton, and the horse to the east of 
Exeter ; and that as soon as Sir Richard Greenvil 
could come with bis men, they should all advance 
to the relief of Bristol ;" bnt, about the middle of 
September, the Prince being still at Exeter, the 
news arrived of the fatal loss of that important 
place ; " which, as all fulures at that time did, 
cast a gloom over the army, and damped all the 
former vigour and activity of a march." The first 
formed resolution, however, was still acted on, 
that of drawing the troops to Hverton, and "at 
least, defending those passes, and keeping the 
enemy from invading Devon/'-f- 

The object appeared to be " that if the enemy 
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gave time, the force of both counties, ( Devon and 
Cornwall ) save what was necessarjr to be continaed 
at Plymouth, should be drawn to Ttverton, and 
upon that pass to fight with the rebels."* The 
scheme did not succeed, as Lord Goring retreated 
before Fairfax. 

We have before spoken of Colonel Connocke,^ 
late governor of Tiverton, who on Monday 13th 
October, joined Fairfax at Axminster, " but the 
general understood of his cruel conduct to the 
country whilst he was governor of that place, in 
torturing people, and burning them with matches, 
and otherwise cruelly using both men and women, 
( in such manner as is not fit to be mentioned,) 
be was required to depart the quarter of the par- 
liament, or to be proceeded agunst as a spy."'f' 
The same night Lord Goring advanced from Pol- 
timore, and passing through Houiton about twelve 
o'clock at night, he reached Black -down, "and 
knowing the country well, by an obscure and 
unusual way, he passed our out-guards, and took 
40 foot, and 20 dragoons prisoners, and was gone 
before the alarm was received." At this time, 



* ClsrendoD, v. 4. p. 698. 

t See page 38. 

t Spragge'i AngUa Bedivin, e. 3. p»rt 3. Hii real name wu 
Nathaniel Fiennes, son of I«id Sa;, Coloael In the parliameDtory anajr, 
and governor of Briatol, at the time of iti mnCDder to the Royeliiti 
in 1643 — on which Occasion he waa accoied of cowardice, and being 
tried by a court martial, wat found goUty and condemned to lose 
his head ; but the aentence waa remitled. ( Home, t. 6, p. S23,) 
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Colonel Amias Pollard was governor of Tiverton 
Castle, but oa the march of General Fairfax into 
the west, he abandoned the command, and Sir 
Gilbert Talbot was appointed in bis place. 

On Tuesday the 14th of October, Fairfax 
marched from Cbard to Honiton by way of Axmin- 
ster ; and on Wednesday the 15tb, be advanced 
from Honiton to Cullompton, where the Lord 
Miller was, with 300 dragoons, and some infantry, 
who upon our approach, quitted the barricades and 
the town. " Strong parties pursued them, and took 
some prisoners," who confessed their troops had 
retired in the direction of Tiverton. A council of 
war was called that night, and Major General 
Massey was directed to advance with his borse, 
and the brigade of foot under the command of 
Colonel Weldon, to possess the town of Tiverton, 
and besiege the Castle, which he did accordingly.* 

Thursday 16th, Fairfax marched to Bradninch, 
and returned to Cullompton ; and Friday 17th, 
after holding a council of war, it was decided to 
** take in Tiverton in regard it lay upon a passe, 
and might much annoy the army to leave it behind 
them unreduced, or at least unblocked up ;" and 
if once taken it might be a magazine, and place 
of strength and convenience, either as a deposit 

* It would appear from a comparison of Sir Gilbert Talbot'i 
narratiTe iritli the above extract, that General Maaiey having received 
hii orden, matched upon Hvertou on Wednead^, and on the foUoRiog 
day, or on Pridn^ moroing, made the unsucceuful assault on the Castle to 
nhich Sir Gilbert alludu. Fairfax arrived on the Friday morning. 
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for stores, or to retreat on should occasion require 
it. About noon, therefore, Fairfax advanced to- 
wards the town, leaving some horse and foot at 
Bradninch, Silverton, and Culm John, four miles 
from Exeter ; his object being to force the King's 
troops across the Exe, which he succeeded in 
doing.* 

It appears to have been the policy of Fairfax 
to compel Goring to keep on the other side of the 
Exe, as that river would act as a natural barrier 
against him, and prevent his breaking through the 
parliamentary lines, and by marching eastward, 
either join the King, or annoy Fairfax in the rear 
of his army ; a manoeuvre he (Goring) had more 
than once nearly accomplished, and "one which 
we see by bis success on the 13th October, was 
peculiarly fitted to his daring gallantry."-|- 

The force now collected at Tiverton and its 
immediate neighbourhood under Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
amounted to about 6000 men, and doubtless con- 



* Ltiou, in page 509 abites, that the eati of Easei was for tome 
time at Tiverton with hit arm;, io 1644, and tefen to Vicara'i puliamentar; 
chronicle. — ThU ii, however, an error, as Vican itatei Euex to have been 
at almoit every other place, bat never at Tiverton, neither, judging from 
nibiequent events, would it be probable. 

t In many pointa of Ua character, Goring, though for niperior in 
wit and intellect, reminds the reader of Murat. — Both were eminently 
graceful in person, and winning in address ; polished in manners, and 
accomplished, but ambitious. Careleu in the extreme, yet both possessed 
of the same high and einberant courage in the field of battle. ' But Goring 
was stained with vices which more than counterbalanced all his sparkling 
wit, and undaunted valour, the vires of cruelty, profligacy, and dissimulation. 
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sisted of nearly the same troops which were before *■ ^■ 
Taunton in July previouR. This force was composed i«4s. 
of the following regimeuts. Colonel Weldon's bri- 
gade of infantry comprised his own regiment, that 
of Colonel Fortescue's, Colonel Floyd's, (who was 
killed before Taunton in June,) and Colonel Henry 
Ingoldsbury'e, a kinsman of the protector. These 
were joined by six companies of foot, being a part 
of the Chichester garrison, and about the same 
number from Lyme, the whole amounting to four 
or five thousand men, besides a body of horse of 
1800 or 2000, consisting of the regiments of Colonels 
Graves, Cook, and Fitzjames, and the Plymouth 
regiment. 

On Saturday, October 18th, much of the time 
was occupied in erecting batteries against the Church 
and Castle of Tiverton, which, on the arrival (Jf 
General Fairfax, he found Lt. General Massey 
bad commenced. The two commanders frequently 
during the day, visited the works as they proceeded, 
giving directions respecting the approaches and 
batteries. During the afternoon a spy was let down 
from the Castle by means of a rope, but being dis- 
covered by the guards, he threw the letter of which 
he was the bearer, by the water side. Being threat- 
ened with instant vengeance, he discovered where 
it was, and on perusal it was found to be a commu- 
nication from Sir Gilbert Talbot,* the governor of 



* In Aagvtt, 1665, ne find Sir Gilbert Talbot in the capacity 
of Britith eovojr at tlie cotirt of Denmark, and he effected "an off'enMve 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL MEMOIRS OF TIVERTON. 

the castle, to Sir John Berkley, the governor of 
Exeter, declaring his intention of holding out to the 
last, but begging to have relief sent him. On Sun- 
day, October 18th, the general was early in the 
batteries, which being armed, and prepared for 
action, a council of war was called, wherein it was 
agreed to storm the Church, Castle, and Works ; 
but while they were debating on the mode of attack, 
( which was that afternoon to be carried into effect,) 
the batteries having previously opened on the Castle, 
a chance shot broke the ch»n of the draw - bridge 
in two, whereon the bridge fell,* and the enemy 
taking instant advantage of so singular a chance, 
wisely occupied the entrance without w^ting for 
orders, and entered the works, possessing them- 
selves of the Church and Churchyard, and creating 



Blliutce with the King against the St^tei; ftnd at the aame time, die 
Daniih leddent at the Hague, by his Majesty's orders, concluded an offen- 
sive alliance against England." Hiaat. i. 7. f. 406. 

"He was aubseqnently the King's jeweller, L «. keeper of the jewel 
office, a great cheat at bowla and cards, aod not born to a sbilling." 
" Plagillum Parliamentaiiiun," bdog aannstic notices " of nearly 200 
memben of the first parliament after the restoration." 

He waa appointed to this oCce at the iasLance of Chancellor Hyde, 
on the attainder of Sir Henry Mildmay, soon after the restoration. 

Dnring his occupation of this office, in consequence, it is stated, of 
a great reduction of the income and perquisites of it, the Regalia was 
opened for public eihibitian. Sir Gilbert Talbot confided the care of this 
public liberty to an old and faithful servant named Talbot Edwards, whose 
name is transmitted to us as being the pefson so deeply concerned in the 
plot, when Colonel Blood, in 1671, ( a violent and unprindpled parliamen- 
tary officer, and native of Ireland,) attempted to carry off the Regalia, in 
which it became necessary to remove Edwards, who was nearly ninrdered 
in this desperate Btlempt 

* This occurred Sunday, October I9th; about noon. 
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a gerions panic among the garrison, who fled from 
their guns, and generally left the lines undefended. 
Some of the soldiers took refuge in the Church, 
where they fastened the doors ; but the invaders 
getting through the windows, they were all made 
prisoners, most of whom were plundered of every 
thing but their shirts, but in obedience to the di- 
rections of Gieneral Fairfax, their lives were spared. 
The governor, who bad previously refused acceding 
to any terms of surrender, shut himself in his 
chamber, exhibiting from his window a flag of truce. 
That, however, was disregarded, and some soldiers 
forcing an entrance, he was made prisoner. 

Much plunder was found in the Castle, con- 
sisting of provisions, 4 pieces of ordnance, 30 barrels 
of gunpowder, and 500 stand of arms, with ammu- 
nition and stores. The prisoners taken consisted of 
Sir Gilbert Talbot, the governor, 4 majors, 20 other 
officers and gentlemen of note, and about 200 
soldiers.* 

It is probable that many of the garrison may 
have escaped by a covered way, which is said to 
have led from the Castle, many feet under ground, 
to the Red Lion, a public bouse^ then existing in 



* "John Salter, aged 87. then linng in Tiverton, infotmed Ur. 
Dunsford, in 1790, that hi* grudAuber Jtrj well Temembered the Aegt of 
the Caitle ; that after the nege, the Churchjaid «•• ttiewed orer wift 
bigt of wool which hod been nted to prevent the shot from i^jurinf t^ 
Churdi. They lay there for aome time, but ai do one claimed tfaem, hi* 
grandfather gave a man 6d. to drag one of the paclu to his own houae ; 
■ plan that waa afterwordi followed by other*. 
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the centre of Fore Street, being of sufficieac extent 
to admit of two persons walking abreast. The en- 
trance to this passage, for a short distance, Is still 
open. 

A remarkable circumstance occurred during 
the early part of the siege. Mrs. Cunick, Sir Gil- 
bert Talbot's nui'se, was holding his child tn her 
arms, in the round tower of the Castle, when a 
cannon shot killed her, but left the child unhurt. 

Among the prisoners thus taken was a Major 
Sadler, who had formerly served in the parliamentary 
army. He had privately made many overtures to 
them, of the valuable information he could give, 
if they would grant him pardon for his de- 
sertion, and permit him to return ; but his offers 
were rejected, " and be falling into our bands, was 
called to a council of war, and condemned to suffer 
death for his former treachery; who to save his 
life, broke prison, and escaped to Exeter, where 
he was, ( by his own side ) called to a council of 
war, for endeavouring to betray their cause, after 
he had undertaken it, and so therefore adjudged to 
die, a notable instance of a righteous hand itpon a 
false man."* To the treachery of this person. Sir 
Gilbert Talbot attributes the loss of the Castle. 

The House of Commons, on the receipt of the 
intelligence of the fall of Tiverton, passed the 
following resolutions. 



dltcorety, p. M3. ice ilso appendix. 
No. 7. Major Sadla wu executed at Eieter, 
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" A letter from Mr." Rnshworth, from "nverton, 
of the 19th of October 1645, concerning the taking 
of that garrison with the Castle there, with the 
ordnance, ammunition, commanders, and soldiers 
there hy storm, was this day read. 

" Ordered, that on the next Lord's day, where- 
on thanks are ordered to be given unto God for the 
many successes it hath pleased God to give the 
parliament's forces, this great blessing, of God's 
delivery into the bands of the parliament Hverton 
and the Castle, may be remembered, and thanks 
given God for this blessing also ; the manner of 
taking thereof being very remarkable." 

"Ordered, that the committee of the west,* 
do forthwith pay unto the two messengers that 
brought Ibis good news of the taking in of Tiverton, 
the sum of £15 : to the messenger that lives at 
Blandford the sum of £10 ; and to the other £5." 

After this event the Town and Castle remained 
under the quiet subjection of the commonwealth 
government. 

The conviction, so often expressed, that the 
position chosen by general Massey for the battery 
from whence to bombard the castle, was on Shil- 
lands, near the Roman catholic chapel, and situated 
on the right bank of tbe river Exe, and n. n. w. of 



* Tbe committee for Devonibire were fbnned of — Sir Peter BaU, 
Sir George Pury, Mr. Suntiiill, and Hr. Muddyford, with other*. 
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the town, being open to so many objections ; and 
as such a conclusion was drawn chiefly from a few 
cannon balls having been found tbere^-f- we would 
offer one or two remarks on it. 

It has been distinctly stated both by Clarendon 
and Spragge, ( the latter a most interested writer 
on the parliament side,) that Sir Thomas E^rfax 
moved from Cullompton with six or seven thousand 
men, "leaving some horse and foot at Bradnix, 
(Bradninch) Silverton, and Culm John, within four 
miles of Excester, and accordingly as was desired, 
it succeeded, tn that the enemy were enforced to 
draw all over Ex,'** General Fairfax's expressed 
object was to keep his army on the left bank of the 
nver, and " to compel lord Goring to remain on 
the other side, as that river would act as a natural 
barrier against him, and prevent his breaking 
through the parliamentary lines, and by marching 
eastward, either join the King, or annoy Fairfax 
in the rear of his army; a manoeuvre he, (Goring) 
had nearly accomplished on more than one occasion. 
Had the battery in question been erected on iShil- 
lands, Fairfax must have occupied both sides of 
the Exe, and with six or seven thousand men had 
to lay siege to Tiverton, and guard an extent of 
countiy from the nortli of Honiton, to the high 
ground north west of Tiverton, with the river 



t The uithoi baa seen one ot two of tbese, and the; weie 
not larger than 91b. diot, and but ill calculated for a breaching battery. 
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separatiDg hts forces. Besides, from Shillaads 
he would neither have commanded the drawbridge, 
or round tower, both of which must have been 
on the east side of the castle, as the foss or ditch, 
which was an extensive one, is known to have 
passed under the Lamb Inn, occupying the present 
road leading to fiolham, and extending in width 
as far as the west side of Frog street, some of 
which, to the present day, is called *the Works.* 

The steep bank on the west side of the 
castle, formed almost a natural barrier against 
an assault in that direction ; for although tbere 
is reason to believe, the course of the river, at 
that period, was more to the south,* it is hardly 
to be supposed any General, however imperfectly 
versed in tbe art of war, would select the only 
inaccessible direction for bis breaching battery, 
exposed, as it was, to the evils before mentioned. 

It is said also, ( I know not with what 
truth, but it is far from improbable.) tbat Fairfax 
held his council of war, before referred to, in 
Blundeli's school, which would, in some degree, 
mark tbe direction his army occupied. 

Thus, I may with confidence assert, that tbe 
batter}' from whence the castle was bombarded, 
was on Skrink-hills, south of Tiverton, and 
afterwards by some nearer approach ; and no 
received mode of warfare can justify a dilferent 
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*■ °- conclusion.* "Sir Thomas Fairfax, on the reduc- 
1645. tion of TIrertoD, removed his army to Silverton, 
which he reached on the 26th. He returned to 
Tiverton on the 6th of December, and a council 
of war was held there on the 7th, where the 
head quarters remained until the 8th of January 
folIowing."-f- 

* There li a tndition bIm, ud I diink with moch ibtdcrw of 
probability, that Fairfu, placed hii gum on Sunday noniing by 
the Black Hone, in Bamptoa street, whidi would render the account 
perfectly eonnitent, that the dnw-bridge did not lead iminediately into 
the caatle, but into the works; ss the account states, "the Cannon 
which had been playing against the works and castle, broke the chtun 
of the draw . bridge in two, with a round shot ; the bridge falling 
across the moat, the soldiers entered the works without wailing for 
ordets, and the besieged, in a state of panic, fled into the Church 
and castle. 

t Lyson, who quotes from Spragge's Bn^and'i recorety. 

The following is taken from the Orders in Parliament In 
IMS, p. 8B7. 

IHe Hercurii, Uth Mali, IMS. 

Ad Order of the Commons assembled in Parliament, for a Collection 
for the relief of the Poor of the Parishes of Tii>erlo» and CUUoh, 
in the County of Dtven, 

"Ordered by the Comnions assembled in FsHisment, That on the 
nest Monthly Fast day there be • Collectioa within the several Chmches 
and Chnppels within the Cities of London and WestndnEter, and liberties 
thereof, the Unea of Communication, and weekly Bills of Hortali^ ; and 
that one moiety of the sud collection be paid by the several Collectors or 
Receivers thereof, unto Hr. Michael Herring, Merchant, to be disposed 
of and imployed for the relief of the poor of the Parishes of Thrtrlo* and 
CuiUlim, in the County of Devon, (which places are now sorely visited with 
the Plague ) lit such sort and manner as the Committee for the West sball 
direct and appoint ; and Oiat the other Moiety of the s^d Collectioa be 
imployed and disposed by die Churchwardens or OveTseei* for the poor of 
the respective Parishes and places within the limits afoietaid, for the 
relief of the poor there ; 

" And that the several MiMsters vrithin the limits abresaid do earnestly 
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The events which followed the capture of *■ »• 
Tiverton castle were marked by a series of reverses, 1647. 
and Charles, with his army dispersed, and bis 
friends dispirited, sought refuge and protection 
in the Scotch camp, then in the neighbourhood 
of Newark^ by whom he was basely delivered into 
the hands of the Parliament, in 1647« and 30th 
January, 1649. He died on the scaffold. "**- 

All parties allow that Cromwell was the chief 
promoter of the Kings murder.* Ambition urged 
a bold and restless spirit to seek an eminence 
unparalleled. "The contending fanaticism, says 
De Lormc, of persecuting sects, joined in the con- 
flict between Regal haughtiness and the ambition of 
individuals ; the tempest blew from every part 



■lii up the people to a free ind charitible conWbudoo, tl 
their own pool, u wdluof the poor of Therloii uid CkIIUoh, cmlliiigfbr 
greater mpplie* than otherwiie, both in mpect of the hand of God ia hi« 
Timtatioii bdng upon them, aad the distraction* of the timei ; and the 
Lord HiQ'OT <a the Citf of London Li detired that the reipectite Mlniiten 
may hare noHoe of thii Order." 

Order* in Pari. 1646. p. 8B7. 
From thi* ordinance it appears that Tlreitoii wia BtiU afflicted with 
the Epidemic then prevalent, and doabtlen reduced to great distreu from 
" the distractiona of the time* " which nut hare impoverished the Town 
greatly whilst it continued the seat of war. A *imilar ordinance to this was 
peaied by the Hoti«e of Conuaon*, on the 9th of December, 1645, for the 
relief of the Town of Manche*ler, also viMted with the pestilence. 
T. Orden in ParL 1645. p. 76B. 

* It ia a eurioni ftet, that the descendant! of Charles the 
Tint, and Olher Cromwell, married in the (bnith generation. 
Charles 2nd. Lady Fakonberg, 

Lady Litchfield, Lady Ruasel, 

Ear) of Litchfield, Sir Thomas Frankland, 

Earl of Litctifield, = = = = = Diana Frankland. 
L 2 
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of the compass ; the constitution was rent asunder, 
and Charles exhibited in bis fall, an awful example 
to the univer8e."[| 

On the occasion of the King's death, the 
corporation of Tiverton changed their gowns from 
scarlet to black, as a mark of loyalty.* 

A convenient Market Cross was this year, 
1649, erected in the Fore street, a few feet 
from Coggans's well. 

This year, the assizes were again held in 
Blundeirs school, in consequence as it is stated'f- 
of James Gould, the mayor of Exeter, having 
refused to proclaim the usurpers in power, and 
also for slighting the Judges on circuit on their 
arrival in the city ; for which he was fined £200, 
and the assizes were removed to Tiverton. " The 
Judges names were Lord Chief Baron Wild, and 
Mr. Justice Rigby ; the former sat in the fives 
place in the School-house green, and the latter in 
the desk of the Higher school.";}: 

In 1653, the law regarding marriages was 
changed from a religious, to a civil ceremony, 
and similar in its operation to the act now in 
force.§ 

II See page 52. 

* A curiau* ciutom pieniled in Tiverton on the sgtli of Ma^, 
until vitbin the last few yean : for an account of nhich see 
appendix. No. 8. 

t Prince. 

t BlundelL 

i W. 4. c. 
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The first, uader tbe new form which appears 
ia the Hverton register, is as follows ; — 

" Joshua Fursley and Margaret Hollbiam, their 
contract of marriage was published in our Church, 
Cor meeting-place^ — or in the public market-place,J 
three several Lords, Cor market J days; viz, the 
9th October, 16th, and 23rd ; and no exception 
or opposition against the said contract. They were 
married 24th of October, by the Right Worsbipfull 
William London, Maior, in the presence of John 
Hatswill, Robert Smyth, Isaac Milton, and me 
Harry King."* 

In consequence, doubtless, of this arrange- 
ment, more marriages took place in 1654, 5, 6, and 
7, than in any preceding, and many following 
years. From 1658, to 1660, the entries in the 
Register are different. For example ; — " William 
Reede and Mary Salter, married tbe 30th day of 
September, 1662, by Daniel Cudmore."'^ 

* Benry King ms the RegUtrsr, and Ua appoiDtiiieiit b 
entered in the Church regiiter, bi followi ; — 

"I do bereb; authorite and appcdnt Henry King, of llTerton, 
to be Begtotcar within the towoe and pariah of Tiverton, and County 
of Devon being kwfully choien by the Inhabitanta of llvetton, in 
punoance of an act of Patliament inStled, "an act touching maniagea 
and the registeiiag thereof, and ulso touching birthi and bnriali, " 
nndet ny band the 20tb day of September, 1653. 

William London, Maior. 

In the lilt of Prisanen " committed upon the late innirret^oa," 
and beating date Eion 22 March, 1654. I find "Thomat Coke of 
Ttveiton, Thatcher, and " WUliam Deyman of do. gent" G. O. 

t An act wai paiaed in I6B0, by which " tU marriage*, had 
or aolemniced in any of hii Mtgeat^'i dominioni dnce the lit d^ 
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In 1655, the market day was changed from 
Monday to Tuesday ; and in this year, fire mem- 
bers of the body corporate were removed by order 
of John Lord Desborowe, Lord Uentenant of the 
County, for b«ng "scandalous in thnr lives, or 
enemies to the commonwealth,"* and the follow- 
ing persons were chosen in their places ; Samuel 
Foot, William Berry, Henry fltzmlliaraa, William 
Wood, and Peter Bere, junior.f 

of Mar, I64t, befon B117 Jutfce of Hie pcMCi or npoted Juidoe 
o( Uic Peace in Englaiid and Wales, or other hit M^eet;r'i domiidoiu, &e^ 
■haU be conMdered, u if the ManiAge had been had and aoleiimiied 
according to the rilei and ceremoniea eitahliihed &c." 20. Charici Znd. 

* The fbnowing La a true copy of the oideri addreaaed to 
numiM Fowler, Esq. Mayor nt llTeitoii. 

"Mr. Henror. 
Sir. 

I bare reed*ed waaArj infonnationa againit 
John DcTmaii, Aqnila SUnner, George Waldrou, Thomaa Frawie, and 
Thomaa HartnoU, Hemben of yow CoiporMiwi t wherein they are Scan- 
dalous in their Lives or Enesde* to the Common wealth, which indeed Is 
a Dishonoui' to Ood, or Scandal to the Goremment, and a Bnrden to the 
Well -affected: ForlhepferentionofwUeh, I am to remove sndi whithcr- 
aoever I And them, dflier la Magiitiacy or in Places of Trust And 
being imirilling to make them poblie Examples, I thought a prtrate 
Dianinion fitter. Wherefbte pn^ rignify thia onto then, and that you 
may mi^ Chdee of olheis in dieir Sooma or Places, as the Act of Par- 
lianwnt directs jon therennto. And if ai^ of the Penona above mentioned 
do reftue to yield Obedience haennto, then yon are to give me Account 
therc^ that I may take an effixtnal Comse for the same." Bdng aQ at 
present from 

your aJTeetioBatc Mead, 

John Desborowe. 
Bion March 16th, IS&6. 

t In a letter of Mr. James Nnfley, to aeeretary Thtorloe, (state 
papers, page 399, vot S.) dated Exon 1665, there ii the fidlowiag passage. 
" One Mr. Atkins of lIvertoD, served of the grand JIU7 here, from whom 
I had my best infivmation of what was done in private." 
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November 12th, 1661, about one o'clock in *■ ». 
the morning, uiother dreadful fire happened in the leei. 
widow Camp's house, near Mr. Skinner's mills in 
Westexe, and the wind blowing with great violence 
from the south west, in less than three hours, 45 
dwelling houses, besides outhouses and workshops, 
were consumed. The loss in working tools, house- 
hold goods, &c. was estimated at more than £2770, 
which fell chiefly on fullers, weavers, cloth workers, 
and other poor artificers. A brief was granted by 
the King for the relief of the sufferers, and a 
large subscription was made.* 



* About tUi period It ^pesn, nuny HaUtwimj token* were 
dienlited bf some of die prindp*! inhabitaiits of llTerton, of which we 
btim been enabled to mention three^^The tint wm among many copper 
tokens, found a few yean linee at Exeter, and menttoned by C^iL Short. 
It bean the name of Ricbard Bellamy, of Tiverton, having on the ob. 
B. R. H. 16G1 i Bev. a fleece of wool, emblematic of the andent it^le of 
that town. The nest waa communicated by the Antlioc of the Gentlemaa'a 
Hagadne ia having Om title of "John Fa^, of Tiverton, I6U. Hia 
HaUljtenny." The third ia alao mentioned by Cf^t Short, and ia 
inacribed Tboma* ABdread, ofRverton, 1667. HU. HALF. PBNV. 
On one aide, on a ahield — a chevron chaiged with five elovea between 
two eompaasei or ealllperi, dilated, and a pine apple erected. " Evidently 
a grocer, probably a dealer in all sort of wares." The application of the 
term grocer it appean refbned to many ramificationa in those Jovial days of 
Boyal Charlea of Boddtont, Bochetter, and other Court nkes, of the 
aadlea of Cattlemaine, and die tiny room of NeU, of the bewitching Slew- 
art, the blnihing Bagot, and tender-eyed Temple I it vna then indeed 
that tbe Star Chamber leatrietiout on a man becoming a tradesman, were 
no longer in force. Then It was that the extreme auaterity of the Puritan* 
ptodnced a revoIntioD n^*^ '^^ violent Profligacy became a teat of ortho- 
doxy and loyal^, qnaliflcation for rank and office, and the Aivorite dutches* 
■taniped about Whitehall cnrring and iweaiing. The more andent grocen 
name was " pepperers," fh>m their lelling drug* and spices— ^ot a leetdlnff 
party abstracted this branch from them soon after the Restoration ■' having 
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In Bluadell's memoirs, it is remarked, that, 
" among the rest of these sad accidents which hap- 
pened this year, many also claim a share in our 
pity ; for about the month of September, another 
fire happened near the pound, on the south side of 
Gold street, which broke out in the night time, in 
the house of one William Jones, which burnt his 
bouse, and two others adjoining, as also two of 
the said Jones's children."* 

In 1682, a pardon was granted, by Charles 
the Second, to George HartooU, Thomas Thomas, 
Roger Chamberline, Arthur Culme, and William 
Hewett, formerly mayors, but now capital bur- 
gesses of the town and parish of Tiverton ; John 
Upcott, Peter Pierce, and John Joy, formerly 
assistant, but now capital burgesses ; Heni^ 
Blagdon, George Davey, Alexander Bldgood, 
Robert Burridge, and John How, now assistant 
burgesses ; for having undertaken and performed 
the duties imposed on the members of the corpo- 
ration, without taking the test and corporation 



been incorporMed b]' Jane* the FinI, undet the designation of 
Apothecuiei." 

The third letter id these tokens is supposed to be the Wife's 
initiali. fShorfi eoOtettana, aaiota. p. Bl.J 

• p. 18. 

In Hewett's Msa. joimisl, 1 find the following entry. " Htcy I9th, 
a grave maker found a leaden coffin in Saint Peter's Chapel, now the parish 
Church of llverton, in digging of a grave for Mr. William London, of 
Howden, almost consumed, belongteg to one of the lUven, Earls of 
Devon, who died in the CMtle." 
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oathsj aad attendtog the Sacrament, according to *• ^ 
an act passed 13, Charles the 2ad. 

In 1683, the corporation surrendered this '^^ 
charter to the King, on the plea of receiring from 
him a new grant, whereby he appointed Henry 
filagdon, mayor, the celebrated Henry Monk, 
Dnke of Albemarle, recorder, and several new 
members in the corporation.* The authorities, 
however, neglected to register the surrender of the 
old charter, — bnt the omission, was not essential, 
as the charter of Charles the Second, whether it 
was a new one, or that of James, differs only 
in a few alterations in the corporate offices. 

The severe winter of 1683 was long remem- 
bered in Tiverton, from the Exe having been frozen 
over for ten weeks, enabling men, women, and 
children to pass from Westexe to the town, during 
the whole, or a greater portion of that period. 

The religious animosities which existed in 
England on the death of Charles the 2od, — the 
immoral direction given to society by the example 
at Court, and the strong Roman Catholic bearing 
of which the King was suspected, bad created 
serious plots and dissensions ; and although these 
animosities were checked for a time, they were far 
from subdued ; and on James the Second ascend- 
ding the Throne, it bnrst forth with all the violence 



* In ■ HH., mitteo bf Mr. Peard, It li stated, that the 
new eotpoiation wore black gown* for three jrean aner this appoint- 
ment, bat for what pnrpoK is not uid. 
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of relig;iou3 zeal. He declared his brotber bad died 
a Roman Catholic, and produced documents in 
Charles's own hand, (which were found among his 
papers,) in proof of his assertion.* Trade conti- 
nued to decline, and England once more had to 
prepare for an approaching storm. The elements 
of despotism and monkisli zeal which guided James, 
the expressions of "absolute power," and "un- 
limited obedience," which appeared in his decla- 
rations, roused into action that spirit, influenced 
and conducted, as it was, by people of high rank 
and bearing, which soon urged the King with 
violence on the rock that was doomed to wreck 
bis authority. 

The insnrrectron of 1685, headed by the Duke 
of Monmouth, received particular support in the 
west of England, where he was a great favorite ; 
and although it did little towards crushing the 
tyrannical acts of James, yet it laid the foundation 
of the Revolution, which in three years was 
destined to terminate the Stuart reign in England. 

On Sunday July the fifth, 1665, was fought 
the battle of Sedgemoor, near Bridgewater, in which 
the Duke of Monmouth was defeated, — his follow- 
ers dispersed, — and this unfortunate, but talented 
and accomplished Nobleman, a^r wandering about 
in the neighbourhood of the New Forest, was taken 



* See appendix, No. 9. 
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OD the 6th of Jaly, and executed on Tower-hill the 
15th following. 

The different Assizes which were held in the 
West of England, by that relentless man, Jadge 
Jefferies, imoiediately following this execution, were 
characterized by the excessive severity adopted,— 
292 persons are said to have received sentence at 
Dorchester,— 243 at Exeter, and a large number 
at Taunton; out of which more than 205 were 
executed. The whole neighbourhood was strewed 
with the beads and limbs of traitors, or persons 
sacrificed to the impetuosity of a relentless jadge, 
and many towns and villages, beheld the apportioned 
remains of Monmouth's followers. The head of a 
dissenting minister who was executed at Taunton, 
was fixed on the market-cross at Tiverton, and four 
quarters were exposed on poles, in different parts 
of the town ; one at the east end of Downs 
lane, — another at VValdron's alms houses, — a third 
near Mr. Skinner's mills, in Westexe, — and a fourth 
by the cross leading to tbe town of Uampton.* 



* For an interMting and puUcalitr account of thii rebellion) lee 
Sarage'a biiloiy of Taunton, page 431> to 557. 

1687. On di^ng in the place where Cnnmore cattle stood, now 
called Sbink-hill), levend bonei were foand of penona Main in the 
conflict which took place there in IS49. See pti^e 20. AIm, Kveral bnUet*. 

" TUa place now contain* three fields of tillage ground. A chapel 
twateAj atood on the aonth east end of the path close, adjoining the caniey- 
doae." CBIimdrBJ p. 20. I con team nothiag of an; luch chapel, and 
imagiiie it mnit be a iniitake. 

H 2. 
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These were afterwards removed and decendy 
interred near the little door in St. Peter's Church 
yard, by order of Captain Cunningham, who came 
to Tiverton in command of a troop of Horse be- 
longing to the Prince of Orange. 

The Prince landed at firlxham, in Torbay, on 
Sunday November 5tb, 1686, having with him a 
large fleet, about 6000 horses, and 10,000 foot. On 
the 9th be entered Exeter with his guards, having 
in his way passed two or three days at Powerham,^ 
and on the four following days the main body of 
the army advanced, after receiving considerable 
augmentation, and were encamped on Clist-heath, 
with the exception of a small force which was sent 
to Tiverton, Cullompton, Honiton, and the neigh- 
bouring parishes. Some gentlemen of consideration 
from Somersetshire, and Dor6et8hire,'f- on their 
coming to join his Royal Highness at Exeter, 
15th November, 1686, were addressed by the Prince, 
to the following effect. "We expected you that 
dwelt so near the place of landing, would have 
joined us sooner, not that it is now too late, nor 
that we want your military assistance so much as 
your countenance and presence, to justify our de- 
clared pretensions, rather than accomplish our 
good and gracious designs ; though we have 
brought both a good fleet, and a good army to 



{ Sandford'i gtnealogy. 

t •■ Sir EdwBid Seymour, Sii WillUm Portauui, Colonel Lntterel. 
and many othen of great ettate and intertat." 
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render these kingdoms liappy, by rescuing all 
Protestants from popery, slavery, and arbitrary 
pover ; by restoring them to their rights and 
properties established by law, and by promoting 
of peace and trade, which is the soul of government, 
and the very life-blood of a nation."* 

Soon after the Prince's arrival at Exeter, he 
received a declaration from several Noblemen, 
Knights, and Gentlemen of the neigbboarbood, 
expressing their determination to support his cause 
agunst popery and slavery,^ 

* For the whole tfthiaaddMM, mc i^pendix. No. II. 

t The iMtvUtpaidto'nTntonhTtheFiiiiM'alHaidiwuofaleM 
amkible utore, h they idied and carried away 100 bonci, gMng little 
or nothing for them i u the only item in the Utt of expenditure at that 
time at nil bearing on the nibject, ii the following. " B; money paid to a 
meuenger Knt into the country to enquire after hoisea, £1. 1*. Qd. 

A cniloni anecdote 1* mentioiied, In cmmectiDn with thia 
Bnh}ect, by Hr. Anttey, of Jmlih^ea, a* having occarred to hi* great 
grandblher, and whidi he ha« fieqaenUy heard hii fkthcr relate, rea- 
peeling a fine horae that wa« taken from the Ibnner. He had aent 
hia anrant to Tiverton, who returned with aH due eipedition to aay, 
iome aoMien of the Prince of Orange hod taken away the hone. 
Mr. Anitey DAtnrally hartened to town, and going to the Old Bow, 
a public houae, next to Slee'a almahotue in Peter (treet, he fonnd hia hone, 
with mai^ oAer^ in chai^ of *ome loldiera. He cq^lied to the Officers 
on the aulqcct, who aaid, " Oh 1 it ia jonr hone, i« it ? Well, if yon 
wiO come to Exeter next wed^ yon ihall be pidd fbr him In Dncatoona." 
(a very handsome Dutch coin, a* large ai a five ihilling piece. In 
value about 5a. 3d.) Mr. Anrtey never having before heard of Ducatoona, 
and the Officer not tpeeking very good En^ish, replied, * I vriih yon luck 
with the hone, it ia not worth my while to be going to Exeter for 
a dtt^ or two,"— and ao left him. 

t For thia p^cr at length, ace ^pendix, No. 12. 
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The Prince left Exeter *en route* to Salisbury, 
about the 20th of November, and in a short time 
bis standard was surrounded by most of the leading 
men in the kingdom.* 



* la what wms forraetlj called the Hoqdtal that m two indent 
pwchmcot ntea of the loldjen and anni to be nlaed in the town and 
parUh or Tirerton, betuing date 1650, and 1C91, — wherein every estate of 
land, or hoivKi, wUU £^0 peranntus, ami every £600 ttodcin goodaor 
duttcli, were bound to rrJic wad prDviile fin' a foot loldier e«di. Asj 
one havia; lew property, or rental, wa« directed to naite with ai many 
neiglibonra aa would nuke up the before mentioned valne to laiie inch 
■oldier, and each prinriiwl of Ilia dittriet wn hdd retpoiuible for the reat 
of hii neighboun for the aald amount. Thna, a man beinj nted at 
£3. 29. Cd, per anuum, wai bound to rontiibute liilS towards theexpecae 
of a ioldier, and any peraon havlnj £225. atock, wa* to contribute 6||16. 
The eitatei in the country provided llio horse In the tame proportion. 
In 1691, tlie pariahionera were called on to mite 108 foot toldieta, 
■ud 50 horae^ 

The land tax, or anbddiea to Einj James the tecond, amount- 
ed to £59. 9i. 6d. 

As coimected with the lame subject we would mention two andent 
and intemlin; Registen, wliich were discovered by the Rector of Daiting- 
ton, near Totaeai, in 1 709, occupying a place In an old chest that for many 
years had stood in an ale house. The fint entry It in 1183, 1. R. 3. and 
the second, 1S54, ftom whence the following is eitneted ! — 
" 1957. Item, payd to Richard Mowntegcw for k tworde fbt the wwijt, 

«». viljd." 
"ISGS, Item, pd. for ilj. Ctdyvers, & »x. Fikes, *<«." 
"1572. Item, pd. to John Tw^ges tor iil^ eases of Arrowea, i/t. iiiji." 
"1583. Item, pd. to the Conatable to the trqyuyng of the soldiera at 

Vhitaintud, ■i>i. tHJd." 
" 1600. A Bword, with a basket lult, girdles, han^gs, ft bandelers. 

"Besides the rood, or cross, armi and articles of a similar kind 
belongs to tbe par^, were formerly depouted in the Bood-Ioft, over 
the lereen." 

These interesting notins weie pidilidied in the 11ieolo|pnl Review, 
and BriSth Critic 
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The decay of the woollen trade natarally a. a 
created a great outcry in the West of England ; igss. 
and with a view to its encouragement, an act was 
passed by Charles the second, ordering that all 
dead bodies should be bnned in woollen shrouds. 
This act, the provisions of which were subseqoently 
enforced, preserved its place in the statute book 
for more than 130 years. 

Had the establishment and progress of mann- 
facture been left more at liberty to work its own 
way, instead of the number of protecting and pro- 
hibiting duties, ( see statute of Edward the sixth 
on this subject,) particularly as regards machinery, 
the chances of success woald have been greater. 
The Dutch and Flemings had gained a decided su- 
periority over the English, in the manufacture of 
the best materials, especially until the end of the 
17th century ; and " it was not, until 16G8, when 
some emigrants from Flanders settled in England, 
that he succeeded in producing any of the finest 
cloths, or those made entirely of iSpanisb wool, 
without the admixture of any wool of an inferior 
quality."* 

The friendly intercourse with Holland, in 1688, 
and the encouragement given by the Prince of 
Orange to English enterpriEe, produced a most 
beneficial effect on the woollen trade. " At this 
period-^ the estimated value of wool shorn in 

* iieuuitt of Wool, b; Smith, voL 1. p. S29, et leq, 
t Dtraian^t wwkt, Wliitwortii') ed. v. 2, p. 233. 
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England was £2,000,000 a year; and they supposed 
the value of the wool, (inclading that imported 
from abroad ) was quadrupled in the manufactore ; 
making the entire value of the vooflen articles 
annually produced in England and Wales £8,000,000 
of which about £2,000,000 were exported. In 
1700, and 1701, the official value of the woollens 
exported, amounted to about £3,000,000 a year. 

In 1692, a charter of incorporation was granted 
by William and Mary, as follows ; — " Tiverton. 
Rex et Retina erexerunt quoddam Corpus eorporatum 
et politicum per Nomen de le Masters, Wardens, 
Assistants, and Commonalty of Grocers, Mercers, 
and Wollen and lAnnen Drapes in Tiverton, in 
Com. Devonia. Ori^vnaUa. Anno 4. Rotulo 4.*'* 
The preamble, as expressed in the original charter, 
which is preserved in the Roll's chapel, states, 
that the parties "have by their humbte petition 
besought us, that, for the better regulation, en- 
couragement, and improveitteilt of the said several 
trades, and preventing abnse^ therein," they 
should be incorporated. These acts and ordinances 
were approved and confirmed by the lord chief 
justice. Sir John Holt, and lord chief baron. Sir 
John Turton, 25tfa July 1692, who affixed their 
seals and signatures thereto.-)- This charter is 

* JoMs'* Index to lh« reeordi, toL t. 

t The original roU, (U feet 3 inchet long) ocrataining tbeic ftcti 
and ordinencei, ii now in the potsenioit of Mr. Clement Gorett, some 
ftuther extncte frotn vhish wiU be found in the i^pesdiZi No. 13. but it 
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thus alladed to in Jones's index, vol. 1. as 
follows ; — " Tiverton. Rex et Regina dimtserunt ad 
firmam Majori et BurgensUms VUlte de Tiverton, 
parcellam Terra Vocatee Elmore, in Comitata Devon. 
Originalia, Anno 5, Rotulo 40." 

Oa the 8th of September, the shock of an 
Earthquake was felt in Westexe ; and on the 
8th of December, the river Exe rose to so great 
a height, that in the West side of the Town, 
it was said to have been more than two feet 
high, and occasioned considerable damage.* 

About the month of December 1693, John 
How, mayor, John Ivy, justice, esquires, and 
others of the corpoi-ation, leased 30 acres of the 
common of Elmore, to several poor persons,*}' a 
lease having been this year granted by William and 
Mary, of the manor of Elmore, (computed at 
about 150 acres,) to the mayor and corporation of 
Tiverton, for 99 years, paying a conventionary rent 

does not appear to have been long in operation u &e burthens were 
greater than the advantages. 

* A circunutance Of n un^ar eliaraeter la mentioned both in 
Blundell's memoin, and in Hewete'i Hsa. u connected with this flood. 
"A child of fonr jreari of age, colled Gntce V&astone, by accident fell 
into the water-gutter, and was carried tlirough Mr. Nicholas Foole'i 
house, a baker, aitjoiniug to Eiebridge, (the length of the said uoder-ground 
gntter being about 36 feet in length,) and from thence into the river Exe, 
■bout 20 feet more, when she canght hold of a wear-itake, which some 
persons seeing, they soon made after her, and saved her. She is now 
living to attest this providential escape." 

t Where are those leases .> 
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of 20s. only, on condition of their recovering the 
whole of these lands, and directing them for the 
benefit of the poor ; it appears therefore, that at 
this period much of this valuable benefaction had 
been alienated, and that 30 acres was the whole 
remaining in their possession. 

In 1696, an Organ was erected, by subscrip- 
tion in St. Peter's Church, and said to be the second 
in the county of Devon, that beautiful instrument 
in £xeter Cathedral being the first. 

In 1699, a convenient corn Market-house was 
built on the west side of Barapton street ; and an 
Hospital, which occupied the site of the present 
Union-house, was also erected by act of parliament, 
at an expense of about £2000.;}^ 

The year following, 1700, about 60 poor per- 
sons of Tiverton were admitted into the work- 
house, or hospital. 

The society of wool-combers in Tiverton was 
first formed on the Idth June, for the laudable 
purpose of affording support to the sick, aged, 

t 'Hiit Mt, dated 15lli April 1698, conunitted the gOTemment of 
tbe hospital, and coatroul of the funds raised for the rebef of the poor, to 
» bodjr of S2 g:uBrdianB ; consistiDg; of the major, recorder, capital bur- 
geises. and atrittanti, the portreeve, and 25 of "the ablest and dlacreetest 
inhabitants;" to be chosen once in three ^ears by the rate payers. A 
new goTemor. deputy goremor, and treasurer being elected every year. 
This govemmeDt was dicontinued ia 1769. See appendix, No. 1*. 

A book of proceedings under the above acl, extending to 1758, 
contains many interesting particulars, extracts from which will be found 
in the appendix. 
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and infirm. The principles by which this society 
was regulated were generally just and equitable, 
bat an evil practice had been occasionally com- 
pluned of, that of curtailing the weekly stipend 
due to the sick and aged, where it had been 
of long continuance.! 

On the 27th November, aa awful storm occured 
which raged with great fury from ten p. m. to three 
o'clock the next morning, when the gale was at its 
height. The damage it occasioned in Tiverton is 
represented as very great. Both Blundell in his 
memoirs, and Hewett's m.s.s. journal, mention 
the circumstance of a stormy Petrel having been 
picked up, quite warm, in an orchard belonging 
to one widow Berry, in Barrington street.* 

In 1704, some articles of agreement were 
entered into, between the farmers and day-labourers 
of this parish, the object in view being to afford 
relief in cases of sickness or adversity. All admis- 
sions were governed by the salutary regulation of 
requiring a character for loyalty and honest repu- 
tation ; and no member to be admitted above the 
age of 50 years. 

i Dunsford. 

* ThU hfli not been ft tctj uncominoii occurrence of IMe years. 

On the 1st of Maj, seversl wool-combcn were brought before 
Richard Acluid, esquire, high sheriff for the Counly of Devon i 
Geo^ Davey, esquire, mayor, James Cl»id, recorder, &c. 
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John AlstoDe's alms-houses were also, this 
year, erected on the south side of Birchin-Iane, 
Westexe, as habitations for six poor Fullers, each 
having one shilling a week. 

The woollen trade continued in a prosperous 
state during the reign of Queen Anne, and many 
merchants acquired means which enabled them to 
live in ease and aflBuence. The termination of her 
reign, however, was marked by continued dissen- 
tion, and Tiverton became a scene of violence 
and confusion. The Church - party, and non - con- 
formists were at open variance with each other, 
throughout the kingdom, and scenes of continued 
altercation occurred, not only in the opposition 
ranks, but among the ministera themselves.* The 
Jacobites looked with care and anxiety to the 
ministry of Bolingbroke, who was known to be an 
implacable enemy to the Whigs, the most zealous 
advocates of the Protestant succession. The death 
of the Queen, however, annihilated this minister's 
hopes, " the Whig party became elated and over- 
bearing, and the Tories abashed and humble."-f- 
But amid these contentions an essential good to 
the Church at Tiverton was affected in the erection 
of St. George's chapel, through the benevolence of 
Mrs. Mary Peard, and the foundation stone of this 
sacred edifice was laid by the Rev. John Newte, 



* lu 1713, 14lb December, the Chaii^-boTS fint went t 
school in the School - house. 
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rector of Pitt portioD, December 1st, 1714, in tbe 
presence of George Thome, esquire, mayor, and 
several hundred spectators ; and although it does 
not appear to have been completed for consecration 
until 1730, it was an essential benefit to the 
Church -party. 

Daring the reign of George Ist, tbe trade of 
Tiverton continued to increase, and tbe population 
was greater than it had been at any former period, 
amounting to near 9000 souls. Tbe annual returns 
of the trade of this Town, at the time of which we 
are speaking, was full £350,000. Many consider- 
able merchants were living here, some of whom 
are said, by traditional account, to have exported 
600 mixed serges weekly ;• 1500 looms were in 
daily operation, and more than 700 wool - combers 
in constant employ. 

In drawing a short comparison between the 
state of Tiverton at the period of which we are now 
speaking, and the years from 1620 to 1645, we 
should, perhaps, be inclined to conclude, that 
Tiverton was in a more prosperous state at the 
latter period, than at any other time, as con- 
veyed to us through the records of the town. Tbe 
population in 1643, amounted to nearly 8,500 souls, 
and the parish register contains a continued increase 
throughout the years above mentioned.'f' 

t Sm Bppendiz, Mo. 16. 
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A- D- At the conamencement of the religious differ- 

1715. ences of which we have been speaking, the town of 
Tiverton became the scene of a severe election 
contest ; (1710) the two candidates for the Church 
party being Sir Edward Northleigb, attorney gene- 
ral, and John Worth, esquire, of Worth ; and their 
opposers, Thomas Bere, of Hantsham, and Richard 
Merrin, esquires, the former members. In the 
result, " the Whiggist and Presbyterian interest 
was clearly overthrown, in the due election of those 
worthy and honorable gentlemen aforesaid, Sir 
£dward Northleigh, knight, and John Worth, 
esquire, of Worth."* 

i"6- A severe frost occurred this year, and the Exe 

remained in a frozen state for a month, forming a 
passage across the river during the whole of that 
period.-f- 

,^20 The merchants of 'Ilverton had, for a short 

time past, been in the habit of importing a large 
quantity of Irish worsted^: for the purpose of 

* BIimdeQ'i memoin, who hu recorded the namet and diviuoa of 
the corpotition on this occi^on, 13 being for the iucces*ftil party, and 12 
on the other aide. It ia obterved bj DimEford, p. 197, that "this jear, 
( 1687 ) (dso, the potwalladen of the borough tcturned the two bnrgesies 
for pariiameDt," and he refen to Hewett'i memoin ai hii autiiorily, bat 
alter strict seaich, inatitated in 1832 hj a respected inhabitant of Ilverton, 
it wsa found that no record of nich a return eiisted. 

On the SZni April, thia year (1715) there occurred a total 
eclipse of the Sun, commencdDK abont nine o'clock In the morning. 

t Has. jouniaL 

t Dunaftird reedTed his infonoation from serersl old penoni then 
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workiDg white serges, to be dyed in piece, a 
cheaper, and inferior manufacture, than by 
dyeing them in wool, and the materials were 
bought at a more reasonable rate in Ireland, in 
consequence of the low price of labour in tbat 
country, as well as saving one course of combing 
the wool. 

" The wool-combers of Tiverton, fearing the 
introduction of Irish worsted, would not only lessen, 
but perhaps finally exterminate their branch of ma- 
nufacture, violently opposed the merchants ; and 
assembling in great numbers, attacked the houses 
of those who had been tbe largest importers of this 
material, dragged it into the streets, and destroyed 
all tbey could find : large quantities were hung on 
sign-posts as trophies of victory, where a portion of 
it remained for nearly twelve months. Several 
bouses, belonging to those who first introduced it 
were ri0ed, and others found it necessary to make 
considerable preparation for their defence.* The 
magistrates assembled a number of constables, 
who attacked tbe combers on the Oat-bill,-f- where 
a severe battle ensued, the mob arming themselves 
with a horse-load of wood which they had seized, 
and forming bats, they became formidable oppo- 
nents for a long time. They were at lengtb however 



liTing, who were eye witncisei of the fame ; particulBrly one John Pinsent, 
mn apprentice at that tiine, but nftenrards in Hr. Duniford's employ. 

* FaiticulMly Mr. George Thome, and Hr. Thomaa Enchnurch, 
who redded neu each other in Buupton ttreeL 

t Near tbe AngeL 
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overpowered, and many of them sent to gaol, but 
it appears, altbougfa tried for the capital offence, 
they escaped further punishment. 

The manufacture of serges with Irish worsted 
continued but a short time, being found unequal 
in goodness to those made of English and Irish 
wool, combed and spun here. It was also an unfit 
manufacture for the cane sleas then in use. 

About this time were also introduced into 
Tiverton, by Oliver Peard, Thomas Enchraarch, and 
others, a manufacture of fine druggets, drapeens, or 
chain druggets, and cloth serges; which in the 
course of thirty years became of great advantage 
to those merchants engaged in it.* 

In 1723,t the violent contentions long existing 
in the corporation, bad risen to so great a height, 
that they neglected to choose their mayor, in the 
manner prescribed by the charter, which rendered 
it necessary that all courts should take place in the 
Town-ball, in the presence of the chief magistrate ; 
and Samuel Burridge, who held that office, and 
some others, disagreeing with the remainder, refu- 
sed to attend ; and although a large body of the 
corporation met on the stairs and elected John 

* DuiufoKL 

t This year the weather contiaued to long diy, that the hed of the 
Tivet Bie irai free from water for eight months, so that the iahabitanti 
crossed without wettlDg their feet 

It is also reeorded, that several women took the oaths of abjnrUiODt 
(dlegiiuice, and suptemac; before the mayor and justicet. 
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Tristram, the act was held invalid, as the appoint- 
ment did not take place in the manner specified. 
Thus the power under the provisions of the charter 
became extinct, and the government of the town 
returned to the Lord of the Manor, Portreeve, and 
County Ma^strates.* 

A new charter, dated 4th December, 1724,-f- 
was granted by George 1, in consequence of a 
petition from " many of our well - beloved subjects, 
the inhabitants of the town and parish of Tiverton ;" 
but party strife was active in the execution of 
this purpose, as both sides used equal energy in 



* We euiDOt ttate the origin of time disputei, bat it appean to 
hare originated in both religioiu and political differcDcei, wUch were 
■uttained, on both ndei with unbecoming violence. Corpontioni i*ere 
inditated to guard over and dispenie the beneficence of othen, and ai ■ col- 
lectiTe bodj to watch over the intereita of, and distiibnte justice to the 
community over whom they predde ; and the moment thej, either indivi. 
dually or collectively, descend to allow party feeling or personal interests to 
operate in the discharge of a high precogaUve, that sacred trust ii violated ; 
their duty to others is lost in the contemplation of their own ; — and they 
become, most justly the mock and scorn of every good man- 

t The appUeatioa for a new charter was referred to Sir Philip Yorke, 
and Sir Clement Wearg, attorney and solicitor general; who in th^ 
report, adverted to the case of Banbui; ■• coitclutive that the corporation ' 
WM dissolved; and delivered it as their clear opinion, that it could not 
exist after the loss of an integral part, which was mode necessary by it* 



-Among Hr. Justice Cleve's hsb., which are a collectioQ of cases by 
teveral Judges, this ease of Tiverton is mentioned ; and he says, " on the 
Mayor's absenting himself and no election being made on the Charter day, 
it was the opinion of the attorney and solicitor General, and seemed to be 
the general opinion, that the Corporation was dissolved, and accordingly 
on application to the King, a new charter wh granted." See cases in 
Easter ■ tenn, 29. Geo. 9. 
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procuring signatures to their respective petitions ; 
the one, supported by Nathaniel Thome, Samnel 
Burridge, merchants, and their followers, praying 
for a renewal of the old charter; the other, di- 
rected by John Upcott, and his followers, petitioned 
for an extension of the francbize, or that no char- 
ter should be granted. The majority appears to 
have been in favor of the first, or Church parly, 
to whom the charter was conceded ; and although 
they are accused of procuring signatures under the 
impression that the freemen at large were to parti- 
cipate in the privilege of returning their members 
to parliament, and not to be vested in the corpora- 
tion only as directed by the cbai-ter of James 1st, 
still it appears singitlar that so flagrant a deception 
could be'eo successfully practised without detection. 
The result is, however, that the charter was brought 
to Hverton in triumph on the 24tfa of December. 
Many of the inhabitants went out to meet it, and 
numbers from the ndghbouring towns and villages, 
formed a part of the assembly. The procession 
was headed by horsemen, and a band of music, 
followed by the town clerit, Mr. John Richards, in 
'a blue cloak trimmed with gold lace, on horseback, 
bearing the charter before him in a box covered 
with crimson velvet and gold. Councillor Manning, 
who brought it from London, followed, while 
carriages and hundreds of horsemen closed the 
procession. 

They proceeded up Bampton street, to the 
house of Nathaniel Thorne, the new mayor, where. 
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after three hearty cheers, they were regaled with 
cyder,* and beer. The procession continued iu 
course to Peter street, where the new justice, 
Samuel Burridge resided, and after a series of 
acclamations and treating, they assembled in front 
of the Town-hall, from which the charter was read 
aloud in latin. 

Tbe account continues, that the inhabitants 
generally did not discover that they were restrained 
by tbe new charter, from the participation in the 
election of representatives, until 1728, which occa- 
sioned a considerable disturbance at the time, and 
often since.-f' 



* At this period cjAtt wu so plentiriil In Tiverton and the 
neii^iboDThood, Uut a ho3«be«d wu Hid for the price of ponnding. 

t The legal i^le of the coipontiOD is, " The Mayor and Bnrgesae* 
of the Town and Parbh of Tiverton, in the County of Deron." It consirts 
of a mayor, twelve capital bo^ewei, and twelve airislanta, a recorder, 
town cleric, two teijeanta at mace, foorteen constable*, a high constable, 
and a beadle. 

The mayor, capital bniseHC*, and aariatanti constitnte the common 
eonndl ; and the election of tbe thief mi^tnite takea place on Tuesday 
next after St Bartholomew'i day, nnder tbe direction of the m^or, 
cental hnigesset, and assiitants, or the miyor part of them. In 
practice, the Jnnlor cqiital burgess who has not served the office of 
mayor. Is generally appointed. He is a jnstice of the peace for the borough, 
and presides at the quarter sesiioiiB, and in the civil court, or court of 

The ■ restoring clause,' (which will be found marked 30 in the charter 
of George 1st. appendix 1 7,) grants, confirms, and rcstares " to the mayor 
and burgesses of tbe town and parish, and their successors " all and sin- 
gular manors, messuages, tolls, tenements, courts, fUrs, markets, courts 
of pied pondre liberties, privileges, immunities, franchises, licenses and 
all liriiiUtica at pntdu^ng, and possessing lands, tenements, and 
O 2. 
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*- ^ In 1726, a fire broke out in Westexe, near the 

Boot inn, which destroyed four or five dwellings ; 

jjy, and in 1730, about fifteen houses in Newport, and 
Frog street were consamed, and several lives lost. 
The latter fire occurred on Sunday during divine 
service, and while the Rev. William Mervin was 
preaching, the alarm of fire was given, to the great 
consternation of the congregation. Among the 
many exertions used on this occasion, the benevo- 
lent zeal of Mr. Smith, master of Blundell's school, 
was very conspicuous, who immediately took off 
his gown and cassock to stop a gutter, that water 
might be more easily supplied, giving money to the 
byestanders to assist him in his good work. 

1731. The trade of Tiverton, under the administra- 

tion of George 2nd, continued to prosper, and 56 
fulling mills were regularly employed* at that period. 



other hereditamenti, jnnidictioiu, Ac. Ac as by letten patent, of 
James lit, were granted or confirmed, or bj irhatsoever incorporfttion, 
they were incorporated, by any one, or any of our predeceuori, late 
Kingi or Qneens of England, or any other peraon or penoni whatioerer." 

There i« no absolute mention of the parliamentary fianchlse in the 
new charter. The body corporate, however, justly daimed the exduuve rig^t 
of returning the members to parliament, aa heretoforo. By the chaiter of 
James 1., and confirmed by that of Geo^ lat, the inhabitant hoose- 
holden were incorporated, aa before observed, under the title of " the 
Mayor and Burgeaiesof theTown and parish ofnverton," and thefouichJK 
may be granted, " ( aee Serjeant Glynne't opinion on the Ffsnchiae 
question, which was taken in the year 177B,) to a large community, to be 
exercised by a aelect part." 

For additional extracts from thi* charter, see appendix, No. 17. 

* Dunsford gives the following list, with the poaitioni of titeae 
fulling mills, from verbal testimony, many penona being then (1790) Uvin 
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fiat it was destined, under tbe will of Providence, 
to receive a severe check in a dreadful fire which 
occurred Saturday June 5th. It commenced about 
six in the evening at a baker's house, on the north 
side of Gold street ; and tbe weather having been 
long dry, this devouring element had, in a very 
short time, reached to a considerable height. 

Tbe fire engines being kept at tbe Church it 
was some time before assistance could be procured, 
and the confusion which prevailed, added con- 
siderably to the delay; so that when tbe largest 
engine had arrived, it was discovered that many 
things were forgotten essential to its use ; and be- 
fore the necessary implements arrived, both sides 
of the street being on fire, the en^ne was aban- 
doned, and {^though full of water, was consumed. 
Thus it appears the fire for a considerable time was 
allowed to take its uninterrupted course. No 
person appeared at band to direct, and all was 
consternation. Nearly three hundred bouses, be- 
sides outhouses, were on fire at the same time, 
which is described as extending more than a quar- 
ter of a mile in length and nearly as much in 
breadth. Thus it proceeded until it reached the 



that remembered them;— 6 Kt Greenwsy'a near tbe tnmpkc gate on the 
Eieter road ; 6 W tlie lower end of weatcxe ; . 6 nearly oppotile broad 
lane ; 6 bebiod palehooM, where Bfr. Boniler*! mill* now ttatid ; 6 at a 
thort diitance hifber up die stzttaa, M the docking alool in leat itieet ; 
2 nill liigfaer up ; 4 at Cuckow milla in the banu ; I in Fariey village ; 
2iiearWortl)hou«e; 6 in the hamlet of Bolbam ; 2 near Cotley houie ; 
and & near WaabtJeM weir. Oq the Lowraen there were fow ; 2 at Ham 
o^lli, and 2 behind the BridewelL 
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west end of Fore street, and north of Bampton 
street, where some of the principal merchants resi- 
ded ; and their honses being built of stone or brick 
and slated, added to the great exertion which was 
at length used, and tbe wind, providentially being 
much moderated, tbe fire was arrested about four 
o'clock in the morning. 

This great calamity ia thas recorded in the 
parish register. "On theStb dayof June. An. 1731, 
a fire broke out in tbe house of one John INicker, 
a baker, on Bans hill, about 5 o'clock in the after- 
noon, which burnt all the houses on both sides of 
the street from Lowman bridge to Mr. Oliver 
Peard's house on the south side, and Mr. William 
Heathfield's house on tbe north side* of High 
street, with a great part of Bampton street, and 
Barrington street, Germany, and all tbe out build- 
ings and courtlages from the sud streets ; but by 
God's mercy but one person, one Henry Murray, 
a poor man belonging to Mr. John Greenway's 
alms bouses, and in the same bumt."-!- 

In the evening persons were appointed to make 
a correct list of the houses destroyed, — the persons 
who inhabited tbem, — and the property lost ; by 



* Ht. Olimr Peard, lerided in a lionM •ftemrda repUced bj a 
biuctoome building oected bj Mr. DicUnion, in Poie itieet, now lemored. 

t ThU poor nun, the only lilk lott, wi* Mwrificed to bif own obttU 
1U1C7, u he could not be prevailed on to quit the building, ( Gree&way'a 
•Inu houaei,) a^ing, no one ever hcaid of an alnu-bouae being burnt ; 
•nd when, at laati he would have eicaped, it wai too late. 
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which it appeared 298 dwellings had been consumed, 
leaving 2000 persons without a home, and with the 
loss of most of their property.* 

On the news of this distressing visitation 
reaching Exeter, a subscription was immediately 
entered into and in a few days £381. lOs. 4d. was 
conveyed to Tiverton. These benevolent exertions 
had the effect not only of affording relief to the 
poor sufferers, but stimulated them to exertion, and 
the mayor calling a meeting of the corporation, 
clergy, and principal inhabitants tbe next day, to 
consider and arrange the best mode of proceeding, 
they once more enconraged a hope of restoring 
their Town. A collection was commenced without 
delay, which was followed by the most liberal con- 
tributions, even from among the more wealthy 
sufferers themselves. Within a few days many 
large benefactions were received. The King on 
bearing this awful occurrence, sent £1000 with 



* See " an sccout of Ibe l*(e dreadftd fiie in llvertDii, in tbe 
Conn^ of Deron, bj Samnd Smitli, tauUi of the fi«e gnaaau ichooli 
in ^Tertoii," printed in London 1732; from which utheatic pulillcation 
Ow above Kccoont ia for the moit part taken. 

In an account of fiili fin contahied in tlie Gentleman'B mogaunc, 
TOL 1. p.329t it statea tbe dcatruction, (irliieh he eopiei from a letta 
addreawd bj tbe Bet. Samuel Newte, to Hr. Haritliam, achoolmaster in 
London,) to ba*e been, " all the bonaea from Lowmau bridge to the end of 
Hi^ itieet, (a few abont the Church fxcepled) and all tbe dwelUnp 
badnratd, tbe greateit part of Banington and Bamptoa atreets, also, aa 
Ainu bonae, Con-marbet hooae, Uarbet ctom, and Shamblea." Dimafbid 
■t>t«*, that the wind blew ttiong from the north weat ; bat had it been ao, 
it would hare retarded, rather than aaaiated the fire, which mokea it 
aoA mm Wttlj to h»e been from the north eait 
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A. D. large donations from the Queen and Prince of Wales. 

1731. Collections were made in London, Westminster, 
firbtol, and other places. The Bishop of Exeter 
recommended the consideration of the distress at 
Tiverton, in a circular, addressed to the Clergy of 
his diocese ; and the hand of charity was extended, 
and sympathy felt throughout the kingdom. 

The sums thus collected amounted to £10,201. 
68. 7|d. or nearly one fifth of the estimated loss, 
which according to the retam made to the Lord 
Mayor and Court of Aldermen in London, was 
£56,055. 48. 9di to which must be added Green- 
way's alms-houses* £2200, which with some other 
losses would make a total of £58,976. 146. 9d ; and 
of this large amount of property not more than 
£1135 was insured. 

Great, however, as the sufferings of these poor 
people were, it pleased God to visit them still fur- 
ther ; as the small pox, ( which had prevailed in 
the town some time previous to the fire,) from the 
number which were crowded together, became much 
more contagious. Eight or ten families, in many 
cases, occupied the dwelling apportioned previously 
to one, and the polluted air, rendered the disease 
more virulent and occasioned much additional 
suffering. 

The committee appointed to arrange and dispose 

* The dt^d was prewired, but how thtt occurred U difficult 
to *»j. 
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of the sam before named, dinded the sufferers into 
four classes,* and entered into the following resola- 
tion, viz. "That we will not, in making the dis- 
tribution to the sufferers, by the late dreadful fires, 
proceed by the rule of simple proportion, allowing 
so much in the pound to all, whom we shall judge 
fit objects of this charity ; but due consideration 
shall be had of the circumstances they are left in, 
and the state of their families ; and their allowance 
shall be great or less in proportion to their 
necessities, brought upon them by this calamitous 
accident." For the accommodation of the inhabi- 
tants, bake-houses were immediately erected in 
the Hospital. 

This year an act of parliament was obtmned 
for establishing St. George's chapel into a perpetual 
cure, and providing to the three Rectors, and 
Curate of Priors portion, who were appointed to 



* The lint clAM conniited of thoie who had loit all ; the Mcoad, 
who had kMt ttie greMer put of their property ; the third, thoie who 
tequired loiiie remiineTBtioii ; ind the fourth, wai fonned of a number of 
tKnerolent persons, who neither wanted or would receive any share of the 
collectioni; which would hiTc amounted to jS2Z,I7!>. 17i.ld. Dunsford 
has moat properly recorded their names, and I Iteie repeat them;'— 
Sir Thomas Carew, Bart. W. Coleman. Esq. Mr. H. B<Sew, Mr. G. 
Davejr, Hr. Thomas Enchmarch, Hr. T. Glass, Hr. W. Heathfield, 
Hr. T. Heathfield, Mr. Samuel Lewis, Mr. J. Panoni, Mr. OliTer 
Peard, Mr. J. Richards, Mr. Nathaniel Thome, and Mr. W. Upcott, 
whoK combined tosses amounted to £ia,244. 13s. lid. Hr. Samuel 
Bxuridge, Mr. Thomas Biichinshaw, Mr. Shobrooli, Mestrs. P. Carthew, 
sen. andjun. Mr. Davey, Mr. E. HartnoU, Mr. Jonathan Hall, and his 
mother, Mr. Bryant Hewett, Hr. P. Keralake, Mr. B. Lane, Mr. David 
Head, Mr. J. Newman, Mr. Caleb Paine, Hr. F. Shobrooke, and Mr. R. 
Shobrooke, whose combined losses amounted to £6,931. 3t. 2d. 
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^ ^- perform the duly, an annual stipend of £15 each.-f- 

An act was also passed for the " better end 
more easy building of the town of THverton," and 
preventing danger from fire for the future. One 
of its provisions directed, "that all houses, out- 
bouses, roofs, walls, and other buildings that 
have since the said fire been erected and bnilt, 
or begun to be erected or built, or that shall 
hereafter be built and erected within the said 
town, shall be covered with lead, slate, or tile, 
and not otherwise." It also provided "for the 
maintenance of a fire engine or engines, at the 
proper cost and charges of the said parish, grant- 
ing powers to the governor, deputy governor, 
and guardians of the poor, to make all necessary 
rate or rates and collect the same." It formed 
the mayor and corporators into a trust, adding 
thereto, the recorder, deputy recorder, and 13 
other gentlemen of the town, giving them certain 
powers to act for the benefit* of the community 
at large. This body was unable to maintain its 
position from a deficiency in their pecuniary ar- 
rangements, and the charitable establishment was 
restored to the original system. 

October 11th. St. George's chapel was conse- 
crated, by Stephen Weston, lord bishop of Exeter, 
and the expenses attending which, were paid by 

t See appendix, No. 18. 
• See appendU, No. 19- 
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the treasurer of the hospital corporation.* . *■ ^■ 

In 1735, the town of I^verton was completely '"s- 
restored : and as the principal merchants had not, 
generally been among the greatest sufferers from 
the late fire, the evil consequences to trade was not> 
therefore, to the extent of former disasters. We find 
also, that at this period, other manufactures of finer 
fabric, were introduced. Sagathies, druggets, cloth 
serges, and drapeens, were made in considerable 
quantities for the markets of Flanders, Brabant, 
and Germany. Tliis business, in conjunction with 
the serge trade, afforded constant employment to 
all the poor population, and brought considerable 
wealth to the merchants engaged in it. 

In May, 1738, a considerable riot occurred, 173s. 
occasioned by a publican named Grimes, who was 
accustomed to buy serges which had been returned 
from the merchants to the serge makers, and sell 
them back again at a reduced price. This practice 
it appears, was encouraged by the merchants, who 
thereby obtained a greater profit, but to the mani- 
fest injury of the manufacturer. 

The dissatisfaction occasioned by this system, 
induced the workmen to adopt a mistaken and 



* The markct-CTon wu re-bnilt at the coat of Mr. W. Upcott, 
meKhuit. It was removed in 17B3, and tvo of the pillars that belonged 
to it are at present at the entrEince at Tdn. Breirer's thop in Bampton 
street, where they have been a considerable lime. 
P 2 
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evil mode of redress.-f They assembled in large 
numbers, and being joined by those of Uficnlme, 
Bampton, Silverton, CuUompton, Bradninch, Culm- 
stock, &c. with their united strength, they attacked 
the house of Grimes, who then resided at the Red 
Lion, in Gold street, broke into it, and finding a 
great quantity of serges, they drew them through 
the streets, — hanging a portion of them on the 
sign posts, — and destroying others. Grimes they 
found in the oven of a bake house, at the bottom 
of poundhill,* and setung him astride on a staff 
borne on mens shoulders, he was carried through 
many streets, and at length set down before the 
mayor's house, ( Mr. Robert Dunsford ) in Peter 
street, who had him removed, and swore in a large 
body of special constables, by whom many of these 
rioters were taken and placed in gaol, but for 
a few hours only. 

The mob from thence retreated to the top of 
£xeter-hill, where another skirmish occurred be- 
tween the constables and rioters, in which a man 
from Bradniucb was killed.^: 

t Doiufotd, from whom 1 have taken the tbove Mntenee, meatioiu 
in Anguit thii year, lome Btent riott hnlng occnired in llTertoii, bat he 
could not ducorer on what account. The drcninstance ^ipeared to have 
been brooght to hi« knowledge, by an entry in the 'Jouinal of the 
guardiana,' to which he Tcfen, "that the rioten were ordered to be 
prosecuted, at the eipence of the hoipital corporatioii-" Id all ptoba- 
' Ulity it was in referenee to the riot of 1 738. p. 22«. 

* Doubtleu Bama-IuH, lec page 102. 

t December 24th, commenced a my aevere frott whi<li continued 
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A large woollen manafactory was this year 
established in the hospital, with the laudable inten- 
tion of supplying work to the poor ; but although 
formed with the most benevolent intentions, it 
entirely fuled in its object, and the plan was aban- 
doned the year following. In periods of prosperity 
much good might have resulted from the adoption 
of such a well intentioned plan ; but, unhappily, the 
woollen trade was at the time, in too precarious a 
state to admit of success, where low wages, and 
little or no profit was the evident consequence. 

In 1741, a most fatal epidemic, called the 
spotted fever, prevailed in the town of Tiverton, 
of which 636 persons died,* or nearly one twelfth 
of the whole population, which was then calculated 
as rather under 7000 souls. The tolling of the 
bell was omitted to prevent additional alarm ; still 
the town was almost deserted, and grass was sud 
to have grown in the streets.^ 

The distress which prevailed in the manufac- 
turing districts, and the disturbances it occasioned 
at this period, had filled the gaols and prisons of 



ibont thne moutlii. U wu ■ dlabeniiig wMon to the poor, u niOBt of 
the T^etablei were destroyed, ind wheU rate to lOi. k tnnbd. ' 



t It 1TM poMdbly Rt thii period tlie multet wu tiwishiTed to « 
Itrge meadow on the Halberton road, immediate^ oppodte the two-mile 
•tone, from whidi eaiue the field has been partlaUy called 'The ShamUei,' 
ita name ii now great TUaey, and U In extent about eight acm. 
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*• ^ the county ; and in eotne notices which appeared 
1743. in the Gentleman's tnagaziDe, for this year, the 
writer (who signs himself R. Danmoniensis,) saya, 
" in consequence of the great redaction in the wool- 
len trade, the poor have not half employment, and 
what they have is reduced to half-price, or by truck 
even lower, so that they are obliged to seek for 
work elsewhere, which verifies the old proverb of 
' great cry and little wool'." 

In consequence of the gaols being so crowded, 
as before remarked, a most fatul disease had been 
generated, *'of which 100 died, in one prison in 
Exeter, in the space of a year, and which killed 
thoQSEmds in the county, ( as set forth in a petition 
from Halberton,) between Taunton and Exeter, 
particularly at Tiverton, in which town 700 died 
in fifteen months, and the parish was at the ex- 
pense of 500 coffins." 

He describes the number of landlords and 
tenants, as well as merchants and tradesmen, 
about Exeter, Taunton, and Tiverton, that had 
lately failed, as being beyond example ; and in re- 
ply to a statement that the distress was only local, 
from the trade being removed from the West to 
the North of England, particularly to Yorkshire, 
he justly observes, "with regard to the principal 
manufactures of the west, viz, serges, sagathies, 
and duroys, there were more made in Queen Anne's 
reign in one town only ( Tiverton ) in a week, than 
are now made in the north during the circuit of a 
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whole year, as is evident from the petitions sent 
from all the trading towns, particularly York, 
Halifax, Colchester, Manchester, Coventry, and 
Norwich." He adds, that at Frome the poors 
rate amounted to 14s. in the pound, as also at 
Halifax ; and that Tiverton would be glad to as- 
sign over their estates to receive any thing at all,"* 

The war with France and Spain and the rebel- 
lion in Scotland, as might naturally be supposed, 
obstructed the channels of commercial enterprize, 
and added to the distress and dissatisfaction that 
had previously prevailed to so great an extent.'f- 



* Id 1744, the mayor, T. Cholwicb, Etq. and oorponlioii bong 
dupteoKi) with the town cleilc, were deleimiiied on TcmoviiiK him, having 
the power of doing «o under the proTinon in the charter granted by 
George lit, which stales the town clerk "to continoe In the i^d office 
during the pleasure of the major, capital burgeuei, ftnd auutants of the 
town and parish." A connseU opinion wu taken aa to the legal mode of 
proceeding, when it wu recommended ftir the mayor to gire luffident 
notice in writing to the memben of the corporation, of the porpose and 
time of meeting. A lecond meeting waa held according to the form reoom- 
mended, when G. Davey, Esq., was elected to the office. 

t The foUowing addresa and laaociation of the mayor, corpontton, 
cleigy, and principal inhabitants of all denominatiim, of the Liberty of 
Tiverton, in the County of Devoo, have been preiented to his Utyesty by 
Sir ^mUam Younge, repreaentative in parliament f6r the Borough of 
Honiton, in the said County, being introduced by the Kght Honorabk 
Earl Cowper, one of the Lords of His M^esty's Bedchamber in waiting : 
which address and association HU Ht^esty was pleased to receive 
very gtadonsly. 

To the Kin^t mtti rxcellenl Ifqjnfy. 

We your M^esty's most dutiful Subjects, the Mi^r, Corporation, 
Clergy, and principal Inhabitants of all denominationB of the Idberty of 
Tiverton, in the County of Devon, with hearts Aill of loyal affection for 
your Miyesty'a sacred Person, and with a grateful lenie of the many and 
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A- !>■ Abont this time also, the manufacture ot 

\u% Tiverton, (serges) began to be supplanted in the 
markets of Holland, by the Norwich stuffs, and 
other woollen goods. Riots again ensued in the 
spring of this year, and another violent outrage 
was committed, on the house of a publican, named 
Thomas Beedle, who lived at the end of Water 
lane, guided by the same motives which induced 
the attack on Grimes, in 1738. They completely 
sacked his boase, destroyed his furniture, dragged 
bis chains and worsted about the streets, and let 
his beer run. The mob were unable to find Beedle, 
but one of bis men, Moses Quick, they discovered, 
and after carrying him about the town on a pole, 
they treated him in the most inhuman manner. 

Towards the end of the year another attempt 



greit bletringa which aie tecnred to lu under the present Goranment, u 
estsbliihed In you Royal Hou«e, hombly beg leare to Mmre yoaz Majesty 
of our utter Bbhonence and deteitstion of that nnnatuial RebellioD late^ 
begun to Scotland, end now lapng in the North of England, in (kTonr of 
ft Popiih itqured Pretender, tending with hai^ itepi towaida the tubvei^on 
of an that am be dear to Britoni, out ReUgioui and CiTil Liberties. 
May the Almij^ty Proridenee wliich is the only true Guardian and Pro- 
tactor of ReligiODB Princes and States, prosper your M^esty'i eudeaTOuia 
in tnpport of your own lawftil Rights, aod the defence of a Fice People. 
But that we may not only contribute towards this happy event by our good 
wishes I We whose names are hereunto aobscribed, hare voluntarily and 
readily assodaled ourselves, and do most heartily unite in the defence of 
your HfgcatT'* Person and Qovemment, and in the mutual support of 
each other, to the bsxard of our lives and (brtunei, against all domestic 
Bebeli and foreign Inradeis : And we do joiDtly and severally oWige 
oniselve* to cany this assodation into execution, in Inch a maimer and 
under inah Regulations, as your M^est? shall pleise to direct 

November 21. 1745. 
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was made to iotroduce Irish worsted, which met 
with the same strenuous opposition from the wool- 
combers, it bad done on a former occasion, who 
abandoned their work, removed the pads* from 
the combing shops, and, having left their employers, 
they subsisted on the proceeds of their respective 
clubs, hoping to force tbe merchants and serge 
makers into a compliance with their unreasonable 
demands. Things remained in this state until 
the combers fund was nearly exhausted, and 
without any apparent agreement, letters were 
dropped about the town, threatening to murder 
some of the merchants and burn their bouses. 

Under circumstances so fatal to peace and 
prosperity, the authorities applied for, and obtained, 
the protection of some military, which arrived in 
Tiverton accordingly. 

Tbe town remained in a quiet state for some 
time, when by accident a party of wool-combers, 
and weavers meeting, a jriolent dtturbance ensued, 
and the mayor, ( Clement Govett, Esq.) attempted 
in vain to read the riot act. Tbe military were 
called out, the riot act again read, and tbe opposing 
parties dispersed, but peace was not restored. 

It is evident that the evils here complained of, 
and which led to such serious results, existed chiefly 
in the unruly prejudices of the wool-combers them- 
selves, as it was believed by those of most experience 

* An iiutnunent of iron, on which the comb U fixed, whilit 
th« wool ii being di«wn oat. 
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ia the trade, that five packs of Irish wool might 
have been manufactured weekly to the great advan- 
tage of the weaver and merchant, without any 
injury whatever to the comber ; for the latter de- 
pended on the Dutch serge-trade, and the Irish 
worsted was not suited to that manufacture, as 
before stated.* 

The fairest terms of accommodation were 
offered by the merchants and serge-makers, to the 
extent that the Irish manufactured worsted should 
not exceed twenty pieces a week, and even that 
should be discontinued on its being proved injurious 
to the wool-comber, by lessening the Dutch serge 
trade. They promised, at the same time, to keep 
within the town, so much of the work, usually sent 
to the country villages, as might be required to 
keep the town workmen in constant employ. These 
liberal and conciliatory terms were rejected ; the 
wool-combers declaring their determination to abo- 
lish the Irish worsted altogether. The merchants, 
properly remained firm, and in the end many of 
the wool-combers and their families quitted Tiverton 
to seek employment elsewhere, some for weeks, 
others for months ; but all in the end, returned 
to their work, but not until the trade had suffered 
considerable injury from the delay in the execution 
of many orders.^ 



{ TliiB ucooDt U taken from a letter rigned, ' A. Newte,' inaerted 
ia tbe general Evening Pott, 28tli December, 1749. See alio, "the 
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In July 1750, the celebrated John Wesley, 
one of the principal supporters of a sect called 
Methodists:}; of which he was the founder, and 
from whence they derive their title of Weslcyans, 
first came to Tiverton as a public preacher.§ He 
exercised his vocation in the open air, and in seve- 
ral parts of the town, but chiefly in the court of 
the corn market. In September, 1751, however, 
it being the anniversary of Blundell's school, a 
number of gentlemen's servants, preceded by a fife 
and drum, and followed by a concourse of people, 
came on John Wesley, who was addressing a large 
assemblage in the corn market, and interrupted 
him so much he was obliged to desist ; and he 



Tiverton Wool comber's defence," nippoied to have been written b]t 
Mr. Daddo, head mastcT of Bluadell'i school, and printed in London, 1750. 
The writer however Kppeut to have been a man poueasins eitremeljr ultra 
opinions. There is ^ao a Dotice of UieM event* in the GeDtlenan'i 
Magazine, vol. 20. 

In consequence of the disorderly stale of some of the mnnuActuring 
labooren in Tiverton, at this period, a clause, called the combination 
dmue, introduced into an act of parliament 22. Oeorge 2nd, c 27, 1749, 
rendering it felony to ill-treat, destroy, or injure either perion or property, 
nnder pain of seven years traiisportBtioa i or if any workman should be 
convicted of combining, under the influence of any bye-laws, rules or orders 
made at any unlawful club or clubs, &c to be imprisoned in Ibe House of 
Correction, to hard labour, for any term, not exceeding thi«e moatha. 
This law was repealed by the 6. Geotfe <th, e. 129, July eth, 1B25. 

t The term " Methodist," is derived from the systematic arrangement 
which Wesley, and his followers made of their time, rising at four, and 
carrying out the most precise forms which they daily practised with the 
utmost regulari^. 

{ Wesley's elder brother was master of Blundell's school many 
year*, and died in 1736. 
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was himself removed, by the assistance of a gentle- 
man, to prevent his receiving personal injury. This 
circumstance was followed by continual annoy- 
ances, and Wesleys followers were frequently sub- 
ject to abusive language in the streets ; neither 
was his preaching at all popular among the higher 
ranlfs of life.* In this stage of the dispute, some 
persons induced a Clergyman of the Church of 
England named Wood or Ward, (who is described 
as of dissolute habits,} to preach against him, but 
bis language was so coarse, and bis conduct so 
reprehensible, that it was productive of much more 



* Two rather ludicrous clrcunutancei, bave been recorded, u occur- 
ring at this period, and copied fi-om Duasford's history. Tlie mayor of 
Tiverton being in company, asked Mr. Dunsford's informant who sat near 
him, whether he did not think "the Methodees" ought to be driven from 
the town, or at least be prevented from preaching their Qonaensical ataS 
in Tiverton? "I would advise you Mr. Mayor," repUed he, to follow 
Gamnliel's advice to the Jews, and leave them and their religion alone. 
" What Sir," t^d the mayor, " do you consider we have any occasion 
for a new religion in Tiverton ? You know there's the Old Church, and 
New Church, that's one reUgion. Then there's Parson Kiddell'i, at the 
Fitt meeting; Parson Westcote's in Peter street) and old Parson 
Terty'a at the Baptist meetitig. Four ways of going to Heaven already! 
enough in conscience, I think 1 and if they wont go to Heaven by one 
or other of these ways, by God Ihey shan't go to Heaven at all herefrom, 
while I am mayor of Tivertoo." 

A Methodist preacher named Wild-bore, was distinguished about 
this time by his active leal to gain proselytes in Halberton, Sampford, and 
other places in the neighbourhood of Tiverton. Two gentlemen, who were 
displeased at this, applied to Mr. Henley, rector of Uplowman, justice of 
the peace, to join them in putting him down. He replied, " I bave read 
in the new Testament that St Paul fought with wild beasts at Ephcsus ; 
and if two of you cannot Aght with one Wildbore, by Cod I will 
not help you." 
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harm than good. The supporters of Wood finding 
their purpose fail, a different course was pursued. 
Indictments were preferred at the Sessions, against 
different persons for assault, holding conventicles, 
&c ; but they were declared hy the recorder, 
(Richard Parminter, Esq.) illegal, and the subject 
dropped. 

During the next year Mrs. Enchmarch* and 
her sons introduced into Tiverton, the manufacture 
of Norwich stuffs, camblets, tarborates, damasks, 
plain and figured barrogues, lutestrings, caliman- 
coes, tarbines, brocade-damasks, figured druggets, 
&c. The finer goods, made of Irish worsted, were 
dyed with the most brilliant colors and in great 
variety of shades ;-f- which furnished full employ- 
ment for near two hundred persons of all ages ; 
and several houses in Bampton street were con- 
verted into workshops, and many more were occu- 
pied at their own houses. The new trade induced 
the inhabitants to look forward with hope to 
brighter days ; but it was the will of Providence to 
order it otherwise, as in 1761 the trade was suddenly 



* One of Mrs. Enchmarch's aoaii accompanied by a weaver named 
Perldni. nent to Norwich, nbere the trade was prindpalljr carried on, and 
remained there a comiderable time to make themselves acquainted frith 
these woollen manuftetures, and about the time the; had effected their 
puTpoie. their object waa detected, and they escaped with their livei. 

t Martin Duniford, serge maker, (the father of the Author,} an 
ingenious manufacturer, superintended thli department for manj' yean 
■ad dyed all the colon, except the vat blue and green, in hia own house. 
He was the firit who dyed icarlet wooUcn cloth in llrerton. 
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*■ °- Stopped, previously to its final close a few weeks 
1752. afterwards, to the great distress of many handred 

persons. 

'"^ On the 12th of October, 1753, the Lowman 

rose to a greater height than had ever been remem- 
bered which was particularly memorable for the 
following distressing circumstaDce. Mr. John 
Hurford, a respected serge-makei' of Hverton, in 
attempting to ride on horseback through the water, 
was unfortunately carried away by the current, and 
his life was sacrificed, although every exertion was 
used to effect his rescue, and his body was not 
recovered until some hours after. He was deeply 
regretted by all classes of persons. 

1754. Early in 1754, a general election being shortly 

expected, some of the lower orders were informed, 
(it is said by a Mr. Ballaman, an attorney then 
resident in Tiverton,) that they had a right to 
participate with the corporation in the election of 
members of parliament. Sir Dudley Ryder, grand- 
father to the present Earl of Harrowby, then 
solicitor general, and shortly afterwards lord chief 
justice of England, was at that time one of the 
members for 'HrertoD. They endeavoured by letter 
to convince him their claim was just, and urged 
bis support to it. They informed him, at the same 
time, of their determination to exercise a right of 
which they had been unjustly deprived. 

As soon therefore as parliament was dissolved 
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the clabs and others bad daily meetings to arrange ^ ^■ 
the best means of accomplishing their object, un. 
Large bodies paraded the streets every evening, 
and the mayor, (Oliver Peard, Esq.) alarmed at 
the demonstration made by these misguided people,* 
applied to the War Office for military assistance, 
and a troop of the Enniskillen Dragoons was in 
consequence sent to Tiverton, under the command 
of Lieutenant Suttie. This did not prevent the 
people from endeavoring to prevent the corporation, 
by force, from proceeding with the election, anless 
they bad a participation in it. 

The day and time of returning the members 
bad been kept secret, and on the 17tb April, a 
false report was circulated that the election was 
then to take place. The common people assembled 
in the Church-yard and Works, from whence they 
marched in procession, to the number of 7 or 800, 
with the colours of their different societies, to the 
mayor's house in Fore street, to whom one of the 
party delivered a paper, but not receiving, what 
they considered, a satisfactory answer, and shewing 
a disposition to riot, it was considered desi- 
rable, to call out the military and read the riot 
act. The people however marched through Fore 
street to the Three Tuns, in front of which the 



* Without wUhing to remark on the jiutice, or otherwite, of that 
proTitioii in the charter wliich confined the elective franchiM to the corpo> 
ration onl;, it ii quite evident thej had tlie eicluaive right of retominf 
memtKn to pariiament at tluit period. 
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Dragoons were asBembled, whom they saluted with 
three hearty cheers and passed on. 

Arter some further parade, and increase of 
numbers, and we collect from the account, disposi- 
tion to riot, tlie military interfered, special consta- 
bles were sworn in, and before the mob could be 
dispersed, some blood was shed, and many persons 
injured.* 

Mr. Dunsford in his memoirs, appears to draw 
a conclusion that the people were unjustly attacked, 
and that the parties injured, (one of wbich was 
Henry WoodrowfFe, severely,) recovered money 
from the justice, Thomas Finnimore, esquire, and 
Lieutenant Suttie, the two principal actors in 
authority, to prevent more serious consequences. 
Be this as it may, amid these disorders the corpo- 
ration quietly elected their two members, Nathaniel 
Thomas Ryder, and Henry Pelbam, esquires. 

In 1756 the mills, dwelling-house, stable, and 
out-house, belonging to Mr. Thomas Cosway, at 
Bolbam, were burnt to the ground, with about 300 
serges and druggets, and the whole was consumed 
in less than three hours. The occasion of this fire 
was unknown. 



* Some women are repreiented u haring coUared Lieutenuit Snttle, 
ud taken from him his iword, which he never recovered. It is also 
reported that he waa overheard to tell the juitice, " give me leave. Sir. to 
order the men to bre, and you ihall lee the fellows hop like peas." The 
whole account, however, which was received from several eye witnesse*, 
is rather a particular one, and ma; Iwve been exaggerated. 



Digitized by Google 



BOOK I. GENERAL HISTORY: IJ} 

Several attempts were also made to diacover a. d. 
Coal in the parish. A society was formed and a ,;jg 
fond of £500 raised by fifty £10 shares, the whole 
of which was expended in sinking a shaft on How- 
den,* about 150 feet deep, and a drain of equal 
length was made to draw off the water, but the 
speculation was not attended with success ; neither 
as far as real CocU is concerned ought it to have 
been expected.-j- In the neighbourhood of Brad- 
ninch, one or two shafts were sunk with a similar 
hope and a portion of inferior Culm was discovered ; 
but the object failed. 

In the month of January 1757, the £xe rose 1757. 
to so great a height in Westexe, that some mills 
were swept away by the torrent, and the inhabitants 
took refuge in the upper chambers, where they re- 
mained a considerable time in fear of their lives. 

In 1758, turnpike roads were first commenced ];sg. 
in the neighbourhood of Tiverton,;^ and a stone, 
placed, commemorative of this fact, with a date 
inscribed thereon, is at present near the wooden 
bridge at the commencement of Elmore, leading to 
the Rev. J. Ley's gate, that venerable and respected 
gentleman having rescued it from destruction some 
years since. 

• Now the property of Q. W. Owen, Esq. The duft (till remaiiu 
opta, and, u formerlj, filled with water. 

t Some Shropihire men were the chief workcn in thia specnUtion. 

t See appendix, No. 20. 
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The niililia raised in the parish ofHrerton, as 
already stated, in 1691, was this year called out 
for service ; and they inarched from Tiverton 
5th July. 

The position of the woollen trade, to which 
the prosperity of Tiverton had been entirely owing, 
was at this time productive of much anxiety. 
Trade had gradually declined, and the establish- 
ment of the mixed serge manufacture at Wellington, 
drained the Town of many of its useful inhabitants. 

']*he state of England at the death of George 
2nd, presented to Europe an era of great National 
prosperity ; and although the evils of an inglorious 
war had been severely felt, yet the splendid suc- 
cesses which crowned the British Arms towards 
Ibe termination of this reign, — the extension of 
commerce and manufacture, — the promotion of 
useful arts, — the progress of literature, — and the 
embellishment of social life, inarktd the death of 
George 2nd, as the termination of a great and 
brilliant career. 

The trade of Tiverton unhappily did not bear 
any share in this prosperity, for between 1740 and 
1770, we find the population had decreased about 
1800, and its manufacture in a similar proportion. 

A great sensation was created in Tiverton this 
year, in consequence of the death of Mr. Oliver 
Peard, who had conducted a vei-y extensive woollen 
manufactory, for many years ; and the temporary 
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check which it occasioDed to trade was the cause 
of considerable apprehension, fearing no one could 
be found to take the place of a person of so much 
influence.* 

At this period there appear to have been three 
vacancies among the capital burgesses, occasioned 
by the death of Mr. John London, Mr. John Veysey, 
and Mr. Oliver Peard, all of whom died in 1764 ; 
and the woollen manufacturers, imagining the trade 
of "nverton would be much benefited by the election 
of Mr. Charles liaring, ( a rich Exeter merchant,) 
to one of these vacancies, who had promised, if 
successful, to carry on an extensive woollen trade, 
waited on the mayor, ( Mr. John Webber, a re- 
8pectnbl& merchant residing atBolham,) requesting 
him to assemble the corporation, for the purpose 
of supplying the vacancies in question, which he 
promised to do ; at the same time it was said a 
majority of that body had engaged to vote for 
Mr. Daring. 

As this meeting did not take place, according 
to promise, on the 12th of June, a large mob com- 
posed of men and women, followed the mayor 
through the streets to the Angel Inn, which they 
surrounded, and breaking into the house through 
the windows, particularly some women, by threats 
and gross insults, and being in fear of his life, be 
was induced to sign a paper declaring bis intention 



It yiaa not known at thU tine, that Mr. Peord'* fiuuUj' irould 
1 the biuincw, which thej afterwards did. 
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^ °- of calling a commoii hall, within eight days, for 

1764. the purpose of election, and promised to vote for 
Ml*. Baring. From the nuiyor, the mob proceeded 
to many other members of the corporation, whom 

1765. they obliged by threats, and insults, to sign the 
paper in question. Notices were issued for a com- 
mon hall, to be held on Monday 17th June, at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon, to elect three capital 
burgesses. 

As the mayor did not feel himself bound by a 
promise extorted from him in so violent a manner, 
and being opposed to the election of Mr. Baring,* 
he directed the town clerk to withdraw the notices 
on the evening previous to the day of meeting ;-f- 



* The reuont uaigned by the major uid hi* put; tot not calling 
a ball at this time, a* he bad promlied, trere, that Mr. Baring had ex- 
ptcMed hi* intention of kiTinghiibrotiier and another Mend elected to fill 
tbe two other vacandet, and eoHequently weie in fear of fUling as mndi 
mider the contronl of one man aa before the death of Mr. Peard. He ii 
alM represented ai aapiring to become Receiver General of tbe taxea for 
tbe County of Devon, or to be elected meniber for the borough ; and that 
Moit iqjnrious effects to the iroollen trade had already been experienced by 
a merchant being receiTer of the land tax, (Samttel Bnrridge Eaq. in 1731,) 
a* it gave him the command of lai^ mmu of money, and enabled him to 
monopolize the trade. Some of (be persons that concerned, and againit 
whom wamnts were inned, mutt ha*e abiented themaelvea for a con- 
ddetable time, which qipean by the following notice from the Clerk of 
Asuie, Bddreued "to tiie Constable of the Hundred, Ac,"— requiring them 
to "^iprehcnd the bodies of Eliubetb Saimder*, late of the parish of 
Tiverton, spinater, and John Doe, who atand indicted lor an aaMudt on 
John Webber, mi^or, of the borough of nverton." 

J. Foixarr, Clerk of 
dated 18 Maich 1771. Aance, 

t The following ii a copy of tbe note Knt by the mayor to 
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and observing strong demonstrations of violence ^ ^ 
and disorderly conduct among the manufocturers, nu. 
he applied to the Secretary at War for military 
aid> and left the town antil its arrival. Two hun- 
dred of the 23rd Regiment, or Welsh Fuzileers, 
marched into Hverton on the 18tb, but much mis- 
chief was effected in the mean time. 

On Monday, 17th, sixteen members of the 
corporation attended at the Town hall, the greater 
portion of whom were prepared to vote for Mr. 
Baring, but as the mayor was absent, they could 
not proceed to the election. - 

Ttie labourers were riotous and disorderly 
to a very great extent, and more than 300 persons 
assembled, first in the Com market, and afterward 
in the Churchyard where they drank a quantity of 
cyder, and had they found the mayor,* would have 
forced bim to the town-hall, and obliged his voting 
for Mr. Baring ; but not being fU)le to do so, they 
proceeded to his house at Bolbam, and after break- 
ing ten windows, they burst open the doors, and 



tht Urwn derk. 

Bollim Jane 10. 17«6. 
"Sir. 

I deiiit TOD win Immediatdr recall Ute notteei Out hire been 
Eivn Old to the gentlemeti of the CorporMioii, leqpiriiig ttdr ■ttenilrocTi 
to fill the coiporetioti on llond^r, by 10 o'clock, u I un obliged to be out 
of Town ; tod bring me freth no^cea to be dellTeied out when I Mtnin 
to ludd the Conit on Tneida; next, 

John Webber, Hi^dt." 

* The; fombly «euehed ktcikI hoiue* in the town for the nuyor, 
nod offered ■ reward for liii ^Kovery, after it wat too late to proceed with 
the election, which matt be before twehe o'dock. 
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A- D. entered the house which they much injured, and 
1765. demolished his furniture. His garden was left a 
wilderness, and after breaking fire cloth racks, they 
almost entirely destroyed a large weir on the river 
Exe, 300 feet long and 20 wide, which conducted 
water to some fulling mills belonging to him. They 
afterwards attacked the houses of many of Mr. 
Webber's tenants, and threw threatening letters 
about the village of Bolhara.* 

Other outrages were committed on different 
members of the corporation ; threatening notices 
were sent to those who refused to vote for Mr. 
Baring, and labourers were prevented working for 
them. By these means several persons sustained 
great it^ury, which continued for some time after 
the election. 

The mayor again issued his notices for a com- 
mon hall on the 1st of July, to fill up the vacancies 
which had occasioned so much riot and confusion ; 
the majority at this time being against Mr. Baring. 

On the 30th of June, therefore, the town was 
in great confusion. The labourers were still desi- 
rous that Mr. Baring should be elected, and a 
report prevailed that many thousands would join 
the combers and weavers the next morning, to 
enforce his election. This, however, was not the 



* Odc of theie disgncefiil pftpen, ran m fbllows. " If way penon 
(hall Uy any infonnation against any penon or penon* when the northern 
■tonn fell at Bolham, deatruction, yea inevitable ruin shall attend them, 
God danj." 
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case, and the three vacaaciefi were filled up accord- ^ ^■ 
ingly* ; but finding Mr. Baring was not one of 1765. 
them, the common people were much incensed, 
and a large body attacked the town hall with show- 
ers of stones, whilst the corporation were in it. 
They broke the windows, and assaulted the mayor, 
and those members of the corporation who had voted 
contrary to their wishes, pelting them as they passed 
through the streets to their respective habitations. 

On the 2od of July, John and Francis Lock, 
two of the persons concerned in the attack on the 
mayor's house at Bolham, were apprehended, and 
ordered to be committed to the County gaol under 
a guard of 10 constables, and 24 soldiers. A great 
numberof persons assembled with an evident inten- 
tion of rescuing the piisoners ; on which, at the 
request of the officers, the mayor determined on 
accompanying them out of the town. As they 
proceeded, the populace riotously surrounded them, 
declaring the prisoners should not be conveyed to 
Exeter; one Robert Gooding went so far as to 
curse the mayor and collar him, whilst many stones 
were thrown at the guards. He was taken into 



* The TScaodn were filled by John Duntie, eaquire, > merchuit 
in Eieter, George Leirit, and Richard Enchmarcb ; deren member* 
voting for Ihete genaemen, ud ten for Mr. BttriDg. The cotporalon who 
voted for Mr. Duntie, aerdMd a wiie dlsaetioa, by introdudog Into their 
town k gentlemu of unblemi«bed reputation ; ud whota good Judgment, 
and Mdal liabits, obtained for Iilin that influence h Jutly due ; and 
while it added materiallf to the happiacH of a well chosen lode^. It 
tended eontidetabl^ to promote the public good. 
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A. D. custody for the attempt at rescue, and committed 
17CS. to prison with the others. This was about nine 
o'cloclc ID the evening ; and the people seeing the 
guard resolved to perform their duty, a portion of 
them retired, whilst others ran forward to Silverton, 
through which the prisoners were to pass, and 
raised the labouring people of the town against 
tbem ; therefore, on their arrival the inhabitants 
declined admitting them, and they were refused 
refreshments even at the public houses, and the 
constables had to remain in the street all night, 
beaten and wounded, and in danger of their lives. 
In the mean time the soldiers, who had halted at 
the head of the town, on learning the obstruction 
they were likely to find, conveyed the prisoners by 
a circuitous rout through the fields, to Exeter, under 
cover of night, and lodged them in gaol early on 
the following morning. At the Assizes, which took 
place about a month after, they were tried, and 
sentenced to pay a fine of 13s. 4d. each, and be 
imprisoned six months.* 

* A pa|>CT of ft TeiT infiunons nature wM the subject of the IbUowiDg 
Older of Tcaby, dated Jtdy Slit, 1765. "Wbemi an Mtonimoni letter 
irithont U17 date mt jesterdaT found in the garden belonging to the dwel- 
ling honae of Mr. George Cruwji of 'nverton af orea^d tfareal«iiiiig to foe 
Ilia honae or Murder bim if he did not put Qie aum of 18 guiaeaa under hi* 
back door between the honra of IS and 2 to help the Friionen " — 

" Ordered that applicatiou be fortbwidi made to one of the Secretarf'* 
of State to teqneat Ua H ^ tatfs pardon to an:r AceompUce or Accomplicea 
of the penon that write and placed the letter In the aaid Garden or to 
anjr other peiaon, or peraona that will ditcorer the Antbor or writer of the 
a^ letter ao fliat he, die, or they majr be convicted thereof ( Eieepting 
Oie peraon who writ* and dropt the aame. And It ia lilceirite ordered that 
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Warrants were also issaed to apprehend several 
of the common people of Tiverton, for a riot, and 
an assault on the mayor; which obliged these 
men to leave their families, and kept them and 
others in painful suspense for a long time. These 
warrants, and the punishment of some of the rioters 
had the effect of depressing their spirits, and taught 
them to bear greater respect to the laws, and pre- 
vented any outrage being committed in the town 
for many years after. 

When mutual recrimination exists, it is gene- 
rally impossible to say to which party the greater 
blame ought to be attached. On the one hand, the 
mayor is charged with negotiating on both sides, 
to make the most profitable bargain for himself, 
and that Mr. Baring had not come up to his price ; 
and as for the receivership, it was well known, they 
said, that the bribe which the corporation obtmned 
for their influence, was, an annuity of £80, and a 
pipe of Port wine yeai'ly. They also stated that one 
of the friends of Mr. Baring, Mr. Prince, an officer 
in the army, had been called away to prevent his 
voting. On the other hand the mayor and bis 
party accused their opponents of bribing the com- 
mon people with money and liquor, both now and at 
other times, to induce the adoption of violent mea- 
sures. The conduct pursued was certainly of a most 
disgraceful nature, on the part of the lower classes j 



the Cburch-WBident should pay «nch penon or peraona ai afaieuid the 
nun of £&0, which wid Honey to be ptid again t^ the PnriaUonen. 
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( and if encouraged by any of the better orders, 
words can hardly be found of sufficieat force to 
deprecate such unworthy proceedings,) and is the 
strongest evidence of a bad cause. But on the 
other hand, if public men ever descend to blend 
personal advantage with the public good, and 
merge the duties they owe their Townsmen in 
private consideration, nothing can be said in exte- 
nuation of so grave an offence. Judging from the 
statements of both sides, however, it is only fair 
to observe, that although many errors may have 
been committed by the mayor and corporation, 
the larger weight of evils appears to lie on the 
other side. 

During the summer of 1766, the dwelling house 
of John Webber esquire, late mayor of Tiverton, 
was burnt to the ground ; but whether by accident 
or intention is not stated. It occupied the site of 
Mr. Heathcoat's present residence at Bolham. 

On the 23rd March 1767, some Bye-laws were 
enacted and ordained by the mayor and burgesses 
uf Tiverton, which, the same day, received the 
approval of Sir Henry Gold, knight, and James 
Hewitt, esquire, justices of assize for the County 
of Devon. The object of these laws was to pre- 
serve the Town Leat from injury or annoyance, 
and provided that if "any inhabitant or other 
person, shall at any time hereafter wash any clothes, 
wool, mops, or any other thing, in the lake, or 
stream of water, which cometh into and through 
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the streets of the said Town, and supplieth the 
lahabitdntB with pott-water, commonly called the 
Town Lake ; or shall commit any offence near 
the said Lake;" "or divert or turn the afore- 
said Town Lake, or any part thereof, out of its 
right and ancient course, or in any manner obstruct 
the same, &c." shall, for every such offence forfeit 
and pay any sum not exceeding 6s. 8d., to be 
adjudged by the mayor; who sbatl apply such 
sums to the repair of the Town Lake. These 
penalties to be recovered by warrant of distress, 
or by action of debt in the Court of record of 
Tiverton*. 

* Foi the TemaiDdcT af these Bye Lam, ue ^>pendix. No. 21. 

The foUoniog warrant v'lH fonn a curiout contnut to the practice 
of present and former times. 
" Titerton Literly. 

To tit Cimtlaila, i[e. 
These are ia hii Majesty's nunc, to mil and require you to 
provide for and impress from any person or penoni within the s^d 
liberty an able packboree with a man to drive the same, wherewith 
to convey the Baggage of one Company of the fforlhtnt BeginunI of 
the Devonshire Militia from Hvcrton aforesaid, towards Winklcy in 
the said ConnQr, makinK nidi allowance as the law directs. Hereof 
foil not, as also to make return at you peril. 

B. DiCEIHION, Ebo. 
(Hvcn Ac. Mayor. 

2. Jnue, 1770. 

A commitment, having the tignatura of Henry Osmond, mayor, 
and George Cruwys, justice, was taken on the 9th of June this year, 
against Henry Hooper, and William Symons, under the combination 
clause passed in 1749, on the oath of Robert Rippon, for being, or 
haviUg been memliers of the Jonmeymen Weavers club, "did on 
the I31h of April last, act in and malce a certain bye-law, rule or 
order of the aforesaid club to the intent that no Master or JoumcyoiBn 
S 2 
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A- ^- It is a subject of deep regret that so little 

1767. beQefit is derived from these salutary laws at the 
present time, as the town lake has become a 
receptacle for every species of filth and dirt, at 
all times of the day ; thus rendering this most 
valuable benefaction of comparative little advantage 
to the inhabitants.* 

1771. In 1771 a new Clock was placed in the tower 
of St. Peter's Church, at a cost of £80. 19s. 7d. 

At this time also, the tower of this venerable 
and beautiful building was declared, after due in- 
spection, to be in danger from the river £xe, which 
had been gradually changing its course for many 
years, and now washed the foot of the hill under- 
neath the Churchyard wall, and an order of Vestry 
to that effect, (August 7tb,) was made accordingly. 

1772. In tiie two succeeding years of 1772 and 1773 
the following bridges were built, or repaired, either 
entirely or partly only, by order of Vestry, at the 



Weaver ihonld or alull take any Girl to be an apprentice in the 
Art of weaving." Alio, a cert^n other contract, to the effect "that 
no Jonineyman Weaver should or ahall, work for anj Haiter, Weaver, 
or Sergemaker, within the Ubeity that employed, or ihonld 
employ the aud Robert Rippon in the bnsineai of weaving Ac" 
and that these partieB did, on the day named, and at dltei* other 
times, attempt to cany these bye-laws into effect, fbr whidv they were 
conunitted to the common gaol for three months. 

* Some Idea may he formed of the price of provisions about 
1769, b; an entiy in a msb. journal of Mr. Martin Donsfbrd'i, wherein he 
states the price of a Torkey at 2s., Chickens 6d. each, Ducka Ud., 
Woodcocks la., snipes Sd., cream 71d. and ed. 



Digitized by Google 



BOOK I. GENERAL HISTOEY 

cost and charges of the parish of Tirerton. 

The stone bridge of two arches orer the river 
liOwmaD at the east end of the town, was widened, 
repaired, and nearly rebuilt, at a cost of £59. Ids. 2d. 
previous to which it was only a horse bridge. 

Bickleigh bridge office arches, over the river 
Exe, was extensively repaired, at the expense of 
the parish, previously to which there is reason to 
believe, it was only a horse bridge. 

The stone bridge of two arches, over the river 
Lowtnan, at the south end of Saint Andrew street, 
was built by Thomas Winsloe, esquire, ofCoIlipriest, 
towards the cost of which the parish of "nvertoD 
gave £20., and Ss. per annum for twenty years. 

The stone bridge at Cove, over the river Exe, 
was repaired at the joint expense of the parish of 
Tiverton, and hundred of Witheridge, at a cost 
of £27. 

This year also, some soldiers of the Slst 
Regiment, having formerly been Cornish miners, 
were induced to try in a garden, behind a house 
in Fore street, ( then occupied by a Mr. John 
Bryant,) to discover, if possible, the direction of a 
subterraneous passage which was known to have 
passed from the Castle to some portion of the Town, 
and generally believed to be in that direction ; but 
after a fruitless search to the depth of 30 feet, they 
discovered some lumps of tin ore, which were seen 
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by many of the inhabitants.* 

In 1776 the organ in the parish Chuicb was 
put in thorough repair, by Paul Micheau, at an 
expense of £300.f 

In 1778} the opinion of Sergeant Glynn was 
taken, by some of the inhabitants of Tiverton, res- 
pecting their charter. The case consisted of five 
queries which in substance was, whether the right 
of voting at elections was vested in the mayor and 
corporation only ; or if the right was, by the charter, 
extended to the inhabitants, whether long usage 
forfeited their claim ; lastly, if the corporation 
of any other towns exercised a similar privilege, 
and what steps be would recommend them to 
pursue in this case. His reply was, that " the 
grant of franchise is to the inhabitants, and if 
the charter bad stopped there, it would have been 



* I mentioii the abore i 
■tated bjr Mr. MartiD Dunsford, but it to evident tint their inilitai7 
duticB did not quite icmore th^ Comiih tricki, u the diacoreiy 
of metal nnder nidi dKnmitaucei hu often been pncttoed with 
varying sncceM. — Had tbeie ireU idected Bpedmena produced the 
effeiA of deluding the good people of Tiverton into taking ihares, 
and entering on a mining ipeculation, it would doubtlen have been 
of advantage to tome of their Comiih brethren, u long u it lasted. 
The author rememben once to have heard that a piece of chee«e 
wAi attached to a apedmen of lead, under limilar drcnnulaneca, near 
nfincombe, but this ridlculon* occurrence of course detected the 



t Mr. Miehean was appointed by the parish to keep the Organ 
in rep^ at a Salaijr of £10., which waa by order of vestry 15th 
October, 1783, reduced to £6. 61.; an oSce which he held for 
many years. 
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an iacorporatioD of all the inhabitants ; but the 
establishment is of two burgesses to be elected by i778. 
the mayoi'j capital burgesses, and assistants, and 
a franchise may be granted to a large community 
to be exercised by a select part." He did not 
consider long usurpation would destroy a right, 
although usage has great force in the construction 
of any thing doubtful in our circuit charter ; and 
concluded by saying there were many other towns 
of a similar constitution, and considered the expense 
of litigation jn this instance would be entirely 
thrown away. 

Tbe opinion is signed "John Glynn," 
August 23rd, 1778. 

Tbe following extract is from " Jones's index im. 
to the Records," Vol. 2. 

"Tbe claim of tbe Mayor, Capital Burgesses, and 
assistants of the Town and parish of Tiverton in 
the County of Devon, to fines, issues, forfeitures, 
and other matters, set, lost, imposed, forfeited, or 
incurred by persons resident in the said Town and 
parish, the liberties or precincts of the same, 
allowed, confirmed, and iuroUed." Hilary term, 
21, George 3rd, Roll. The above passage relates 
to a provision in the charter of George 1st., by 
which certain " fines, issues, forfeitures, and other 
matters,* were vested in the mayor, and capital 



* The following ate the wordi of the charter, ( lee No, 31, appendts 
17,) on which thcK finei &c., were orderly clsiined. " All fines, Bedemp- 
tloDi, and Amerdament* wbaUoever, for Treipuse* and other Offence* 
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^ ^- burgesses ; but by neglect or otherwise, for many 
17S1. years this right had not been exercised. The body 
corporate, therefore, considered it a necessary duty 
about fifty or sixty years since, to make application 
for its restoration. This appeal was granted, but 
as considerable expense attended the recovery, the 
mayor and corporation after paying £80, felt 
unable or unwilling to satisfy a further demand 
of £60, by which the original snni was forfeited 
and the whole fell to the ground. This right was 
restored to the town under a provision of the 
reform bill. 

1782. A few years after the franchise question, as 

stated above,-}- a public meeting was held in the 
Church bonse and yard, consisting of a numerous 
and respectable assemblage, for the purpose of 
petitioning parliament to extend the elective fran- 
chise to the inhabitants at large. Mr. Martin 
Dunsford was called to the Chair, who read the 
Petition,* and it appears to have been carried 



whataoerer, or oUier Cmim and Matten commitled nithin the a*iA 
TowD, &c And all Penalties, Porfeiturei, Fidci, Redemptiotis, aod 
Amerciaioentt {brfeited b; any of the Capital Burgenea, AnlstaQta, 
lohabitantt and reaideata of the aarae, are granted to the said Mayor 
and Burgeaui, to be levied faj' their Officen nithout the Hiadrance 
of the Xing, hia Heirs or Succestors, the Sherift, Juaticei, or other Officen 
Commiaaionen, or Hiniitera whataoever of the aaid King, hla H^ra 
or Snccesiors," Jonei'a indet. VoL 1. 

t November 28th, 1782. 

* The following ia ■ copy of the petition. 

" To the honorable the Commons of Great Britain, in ParUameut 
HKmbled." 



Digitized by Google 



D,j,i,i.aL, Google 



•i 



, Google 



BOOK I. GENERAL HISTORY. 

with little oppoBition, and was presented to the 
House by Alderman Townsend, Member for Calne, 
and ordered to lie on the Table, with other petitions 
of a similar tendency. 

In 1783 the Market Cross, ( erected at the 
sole cost and charges of Mr. Upcott, merchant, 
soon after the fire of 1731 as before stated,) was 
taken down ; also the flesh and fish shambles, 
which extended from the Market cross, nearly 
in the middle of Fore street, to almost opposite 
the east end of St. George's chapel yard. 



The humble petitioii of (he Gentlemen, Merdianto, Tntdet, and 
Hannfocturen, inhibitanti of the borough of Tiverton, in the Couut; 
of Devon, sbeweth, 

" Thu ja\a Petitionen have been deprived of the great privilege of 
bebig repretented in Parliament; that a eorpoiation of 24 men only 
( many of them non-reatdenta and placemen cboien by thenuelves ) elect 
two reptesentetive* for this borough, containing upwards of bOWt in- 
babitants; an exclunve advantage, of which there are few (if any) 
example* beaidet in the kingdom. 

" Your Petitioueri most humbly beg leave to observe, that a 
Tepretentation «o confined and diaproportioucd, is not only injurious to 
thenuelvei, but a great natural grievance ; insufficient to procure in ftitnre 
the bletrings of a f^ee Constitution, and unlikely to speak the voice 
of the people 

"Your Petitionen do therefbre earnestly intrtat Ihit House to 
con^der the subject of this Petition, In htmible confidence that this House 
will seriously attend to their complunt, and grant them such redress, in 
common with their fellow subjects throughout the kingdom, as the wisdom 
of IkU honorable House shall approve. 

" And your petilionen wiU ever pray, &c" 

This petition was s^ed by 91 freeholders ; 370 freemen, housekeepere ; 
and 20 freemen not housekeeper*; amounting to 481 persons. 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL MEMOIRS OP TIVERTON. 

In consequence of the loss occasioned by tbe 
issues and profits arising from the removal of the 
Shambles and Marliet Cross, tbe proceeds of wbicb 
were appropriated to charitable uses and public 
benefit, a Liberty rate was made with a hope of 
supplying the deficiency; but tts the rate was 
evidently formed on illegal principles, and doubt- 
less weighing unequally on personal interests, sun- 
dry appeals were made against it ; and meeting 
with resistance on the part of the parish, the sub- 
ject was ultimately placed in the ecclesiastical 
Court, which led to its being quashed in 1784, 
by order of tbe general quarter Sessions for tbe 
Liberty, and a new rate directed to be made. 

Tbe 8th November this year, articles of agree- 
ment were entered into for the formation of a 
society to be called "the Fuller's Friendly Society." 
By the rules, each member was to pay eight 
pence ; two pence of which was to be spent by tbe 
president in " Ale and Necessaries." They also 
provided, " that the Societies flag should have tbe 
Fuller's arms painted on one side, and His Majesty 
George the 3rd. on the other." "That the Beadle 
shall have a Cloak, laced Hat, and a long staff* 
with the Fuller's Arms painted thereon, to use 
and wear when he shall walk before this Society 
at any public rejoicing, and at Church on the 
29tb day of May in each year, or otherwise at 
the command and direction of the present Steward 
and Committee." '* That this Society shall provide 
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a Scarlet Cloak trimmed with fur for the president a. d. 
to wear when he joins the procession on rejoicing 1783. 
days. Also, two staffs with the Fuller's Arms to 
be painted thereon for the Stewards, and six long 
white rods for the Committee to bear on rejoicing 
days, and to be arranged in the following order. 
The Beadle, the Steward, the Flag bearer, the 
President, the Committee 3 and 3, the Society 
by pairs, and the Clerk last. For the performance 
of these articles, 17 in number, each member wa» 
to be bound in a penalty of £50. 

This year died George Davey, esquire, a lineal i7S4. 
descendant of John Davey, who with J. Bamfield, 
were the two first burgesses returned to parliament 
for the borough of Tiverton, under the charter 
of January Ist, in 1616. He married a daughter 
of John Rich, esquire, of Uplowman, and died 17tb 
December, leaving an only daughter and heiress 
Bridget, who married Captain John Hamilton, of 
Gawiston, in the County of Fermanagh, of the 
6tst regiment of infantry, who died at Lisbon, 
1780, leaving three daughters, and one son, the 
present Colonel Hamilton, late of the Coldstream 
Guards, who is the representative of this respected 
family. This Davey sprung from an ancient stock 
called originally De la Way, or Dewy, which appears 
to have given name to their place of residence. 
Barters Way, alias Way, in the parish of Torrington, 
North Devon. One of the Daveys of Exeter mar 
ried Margaret, a daughter of George Southcot, 
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of Calverley, from whence the Daveys of Tiverton 
doubtless came. 

On Saturday May 14tb, a fire broke out in 
the house of Matthevr Marshall, a mason, residing 
in South street, Westexe, which destroyed 47 houses, 
besides outhouses and stables, and 8 others were 
remoTed to check the progress of the flames. It 
commenced about ten in the evening, and was not 
thoroughly got under until three in the morning, 
occasioning an estimated loss of £2000. The ex- 
penses attending this fire have been given by Martin 
Uunsford, as amounting to £59. 3s. lOd.; which 
sum was defrayed by the different Insurance com- 
panies, a practice that had been acted on before, 
with advantage to themselves, and benefit to 
others. 

On the Ist of June a vestry meeting was held, 
at the request of the Churcbwarden, (Martin 
Dunsford,) for the purpose of establishing various 
Sunday schools, not only belonging to the Church 
of England establishment, but in all places of pub- 
lic worship. This object was effected by voluntary 
subscriptions, and nine schools, comprehending 
the religious instruction of 240 Children, were 
thus formed. 

The Committee consisted of the following 
members, the whole of whom remained in office 
several years. — Richard Blundell, esquire, president ; 
Rev. Henry Land, vice president, and Mr. Follett, 
minister of the Independent chapel, treasurer; 
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William Lewis, Rev. Jobn Pitman, Martin Dunsford 
Nicholas Dennis, esquire, George Dansford, William 
Besly, William Smale, and John Ward.* 



afternoon, a fire broke out in the bouse of Moses 
Carter, a baker, on the west side of Peter street, 
which consumed about twenty dwellings.'f- Prori- 
dentially, as the wind was at north east, the flames 
were directed over the river Exe, otherwise there 
is much probability a great part of the town would 
have been destroyed. It commenced at a bouse in 
Peter street, close to the Churchyard gate, and 
consumed the ten following houses. Mr. Martin 
Dunsford states the expence of this fire to the 
Insurance company as rewards for active exertions 
&c., at £51. 8s. 2d. 



* Menra. Dtmiford and Bame'i bank wu fint open, under 
the Bnn of Kddnion, Lcwii, Beilej and Son, lit January, 1787. 

t In addition to the numeroiu fim before mentioned, ai hning 
oectured in the paiiih of Tiverton, we regret to atate an account of manjr 
atbtn, bat happily of ■ minor deaoiptioB. In 1 73B, ten lunucs were bnmt 
in St Andrew street, commencing at the new Church ; and the next year, 
ten olhen, in the *ame direction, occaaioned by a man setting on 
fire some portion of ■ woman's dreaa, which was hanging ont to dry. In 
17S1, ten or twelve poor dwellings were consumed in Elmore. In 1753, 
die bouse and offices in Coldhubour were destroyed, in consequence of a 
fime honie being itnick with lightning. In 176), April Ist, the borne of 
John Pearse, dyer, was bnmt at the end of Gold street. In May, 1762, 
a Ire broke out on Angel hill, which by dint of exertions was got under 
after twenty bonset bad been consmned ; beiddes some finr otben of a 
■till minor description. 
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A. D. \ contract was entered into, by Mr. Martin 

I78S. Dunsford, as churchwai-den, with Matthew Mar- 
shall, dated 10th May, for building a bi-idge over 
the Little Exe, at Bickleigh, which amounted to 
£27. 12s. ; previous to which it appears to have 
been constructed only of wood. 

During the early part of this year many meet- 
ings of Delegates were held, both at "nvertoa and 
Exeter, for the purpose of petitioning parliament 
for a repeal of the corporation and test acts. These 
acts were passed after the restoration, more with 
a design of averting the threatened danger from 
Popish influence, than arising from any wish to 
controul the principles of Protestant dissenters. 
In 1787, a motion was made for their repeal, which 
was lost by a majority of 73 ; and on the subject 
being renewed in 1789, the majority was reduced 
1790. to 20. In the year 1790, the principles of the 
French revolution were strongly agitated in par- 
liament ; Pitt, Burke, Fox, and Sheridan, the 
eloquent leaders of their respective parties, taking 
a conspicuous part in the discussion. These differ- 
ences of opinion spread throughout the kingdom, 
and the subject was agitated with a spirit of hos- 
tility eren more acrimonious than that which 
prevailed during the American war. 

These feelings were aggravated by a renewed 
attempt to gain a repeal of the corporation and test 
acts. The zeal exhibited by the dissenting party 
had induced them to hold public meetings at which 
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they entered into i-esolntions, and in many instances 
SO violently expressed their support of the French 
revolution,* that it proved of great injury to their 
cause, and led to the result, that when the suh- 
ject was again agitated by Mr. Fox, March 2nd, 
it was lost by a decided majority of 189. 

At this time was also revived, after an omission 
of more than 30 years, a meeting of gentlemen 
educated at Blnndell's school, in celebration of its 
anniversary, and it has been continued without iO'- 
terruption, to the present day. On this occasion, 
August 9th, eighty nine gentlemen who had been 
educated at the school, assembled on the green ; 
and being there joined by some of the trustees, the 
masters, preacher, ( the Rev. R. Keats, upper 
master of the school ) and the boys, consisting of 
105, then under instruction, walked two and 
two to Church, and returned in the same order. 
The gentlemen dined at the Tuns, and there was a 
ball at the Angel in tbe evening.*)- 



* One of the atronsest nipporten of thete meetiagt in llvertoii, od 
bdug iurited to subicribe towardi the French emigTant clergy, who were 
U that time la great distress, said " that he declined on account of unlTeraal 
benevolence, believing the priests to have stiired up a violent oppotition 
to die canae of tiie revolution in France, which in his opinion would be 
productive of the greatest good, and promote the hapjdnen of mBnUnd." 
Hay 1793. Such prindplea cotUd only be eiprewed by a confirmed revo- 
Intionist ; and yet it is but jnst to observe, that the author of them had the 
Character of a consdentions, and ^aritable man, of regular and 
relipoui habits, and respected by bis n^hboun. 

t In 1 725, the first celebration of the anniversary of Blundell's 
school, a Sermon wa* preai^ed by the Rev. Samuel Newie, h. a. rector of 
Tidcombe, which was dedicated to Rev. Hr. Rayner, master of Tiverton 
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Od tbe 24tb of January, about twelve o'clock, 
an effigy of Tom Paiae, author of the " Rights of 
Man," "Age of Reason," and other seditions and 
blasphemous publications, was drawn through the 
town in a cait, dressed in Canonical costume, and 
supported by a man on each side. A mock trial took 
place on Oat-hill,-f and about three o'clock, tbe same 

school, and to Us nmch honored bitaia and MhoolfeUom, Sir Joha 
Chichester, baronet, John Worth, esquire, Thomas Bolitbo, esquire, 
the Rev. Mr. Thomai Worth, Csnon Eeddentiary of SL Feter'i, Eion, the 
Ber. Mr. Thomas Batriogtoo, Robert Indedoa, gent, Renr; Cmirj*, gent, 
and Heniy Sandford, gent, stewards of Tiverton school feast fbr that 
year. The Sermon breathes in every part, the duties of piety and virtue i 
and in the triplication of the words of his test, ( " Tbe words of the 
vise," &c., IZth Ecd. Ilth verse,] to the principles of Education, and the 
adrantages of knowledge, he dravrs from it a concluiion, that the cultivation 
of the mind, while it adonis the various duties of social life, directly tends 
to inculcate the principles of sound Religion, and the early ^acttn of 
onr duties both to God and man. 

A Ticket of admisdon to this school was published by Hogarth, and 
is sidd to be one of his early productions ; but sllhough the print itself 
bears the date 1740, it is not ■hsolntely known to have been then produced, 
but much more Ukely was intended for the first celebration of this festivaL 
" The figure of Minervs, introduced in the fore ground, pointing to 
the building, is evidentiy an sllusian to the following Latin lines, inaoibed 
on I brass plate at the entrance of the building : 

" Hospita disquirens Pallas Tritons sedem. 
Est BhmdellinK perdta amore schohe ; 
Asdvit seden ; placuit cnplensq. fbverl, 
Hospes, alt Fetrus, qui mihi fantor, eris." 
" I am informed," says Mr. Irelsnd, " by the Rev. Mr. Eeales, the head 
master, that this plate was in common use, ss an Invitation card to an 
annual dinner of Uie Gentlemen educated at the school, and must conse- 
quently, have produced many impresdons ; yet, strange I it is now 
become scarce, ^though the most diligent search has been made 
after it" Sogarth'* Work*. ViA 2. 

t Angel hill, where the Oat market was formeriy held. 
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effigy was again exhibited round the town, accom- 
panied by a person representing a clergyman and 
a hangman ; a gibbet, 12 feet high, was erected 
opposite the gate of St. George's chapel, and a 
mock execution was performed.^ In the evening 
this effigy was barnt by some boys at Greenway.* 

At this period, r^arck,J some traces of Culm 
were discovered in St. Andrew street, and on the 
2nd of May following, several small pieces were 
said to have been produced, but nothing came 
of it. 

I Mr. Dmuford M]ra thtt the beU wu even tolled. 

* The flat ground below Howdeo, bordering on the Exeter ratd. 

The evil effect of ntch dltptajr i) erident, and therefore much to be 
regretted, in whatever degree the object may have called forth the con- 
demnation of mankind. Tom P^ne, who died in America, 1809, aged 72, 
had not a highlj cultivated mind ondoubtedljr, but pottessed abilities to 
niie binielf far above the itation in lUfe, which by birth he wm deaUned 
to Gil i and the rvrolnHonary princjplci which he imbibed and advocated 
at an eariy period, called forth the full eierdae of a powerful but not 
refined mind, and was accompanied, aa the; gcneralljF are, b; a total 
diitegwd of religious feelings; and when Mr. Cobbett in lil7, di^terred 
his bonea, and brought them to England in the hope of arousing the dor- 
raant enei^ies of the revolutioDaiy party, he not only failed in hii attempt, 
but drew on himself univerta) contempt Tom Paine by hii " Age of 
Reason " shocked the religions feelings of the whole Christian caunby, 
and alienated hii &iet ds both in England and America, exposing him to 
hatred and insult, which embittered the latter years of his existence. The 
publicatioD of this work in England, drew from lord Kenyon, the worthy 
and llluitrious lord chief jnalice of the King*! bencb, in hli charge to the 
jury. Id 1797, on the trial of Wellina for disseminating so blasphemous 
a publication, this noble conGuiion of faith, " I am taOj impressed said 
tlui most able and upright Judge, with the great truths of religion, which, 
thank Qod, I was taught in my early year* to believe, and which the hour 
of reflection and enquiry. Instead of creating any doubt, bat fully confirmed 
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On the 30th April the line of Canal from 
Taunton to Topsham, with lateral lines to Wel- 
lington, Tiverton, and CuUompton, was surveyed, 
and on the 4th of June^ following a plan and esU- 
mate produced by a Mr. Longbotham, amount- 
ing to £166,723. 17s. 9d., of which £22,229. 7b. was 
to be expended on the branches above named. 
This plan was adopted by the committee on the 
16th of December following. 

A large cotton manufactory was this year 
completed at the bottom of Westexe by Messrs. 
Dennis, Lardner, and others t in celebration of 
this event, a dinner* was given by the parties at 
the mayoralty room, of which about fifty persons 
partook.^ 



me ID." In KvertiDg, for t moiiietit to th« effect of the French rerolution, 
the opinion, to fordblj expretsed by Mr. Bnrke, in pulJament, psinti thii 
icene of anuchy nnd Matbtion in iti tme and brilliant eolonn | he tajt, 
" the French bad ahewn themselves the ableat architects of min that had 
hitherto appeared in the irorld. In one short ttunmer they had eompletclj 
pulled doim to the ground their monarch;, their Church, their nobility, 
their laws, their army, and theii revenue. Were we absolnte conqtieroT*, 
and France to lie prostrate at onr feet, wc should blnih to impose upon 
them terms so destructive to all their consequence aa a nation, as the 
durance they had impoaed upon themselves." BelilLam, t. 17, p. 299. 

t The 4th of Jane being the anniversary of the Kings birthday, the 
Worcester militia, then quartered in Tiverton, paraded in the School 
green, and fired ' a fea de joie,' in honor of the occasion. 

On the IGth of July, the weather was so extremely hot that the 
thermometer in a coort fodng the south at noon, stood at 110, and at 
two o'clock, in the shade, at 65. 

* September the 5th. 

t Mr. Martin Dnnaford in his msb. journal says, thetc were four 
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It does not appear to have been ever used 
for the purpose of a cotton manufactory, but it 
was appropriated to the voollen trade until 1814, 

The effect of the French revolution on the 
woollen manufacture in England, now began to 
shew itself. The trade of Tiverton principally 
depended on its commercial intercourse with HoU 
land, which was wholly interrupted, and at the 
settlement of the half year's poor rate, on the 
28th of September, there was found an increase 
of £800 over the same period on any former 
occasion, proceeding entirely from the want of 
labour.^ 

On the 31st of January, a distressing and 
melancholy accident happened, by which an honest 
and respectable shoemaker, named John Staddon, 
lost his life. He was standing in the passage of 
the White Horse in Gold street, conversing with 
a servant of Mr. Anstey, a farmer living at Beau- 
champ, who had sent him there for a fowling 
piece. An apprentice boy at the inn, unconscious 
of the gun being loaded, levelled and discharged 
it at them. The contents striking the servant in 
the cheek, carried off all the fore part of bis up- 
per and under jaws, teeth and lips, and otherwise 
injured his face : some shot or slugs then entering 

turboU, four haunches of veniaon, four aecki ditto, ten brace of partridge*, 
with abundance of other thinsa in proportion, accompanied by a profiuion 
of exceUent vinea. 
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Mr. Staddon's temple, passed through his head 
aad forcing out part of his brains, killed him 
on the spot. On observing the boy level the gun, 
he held up his hand, in which many of the scattered 
shot vere lodged. The young man lay many days 
in great agony and in a doubtful state. He 
ultimately recovered, and resumed his former 
occapation. His death took place a short time 
since,* having survived the accident about 45 
years. 

On the 4th of April was passed "an act for 
paving, and otherwise improving the town of 
Tiverton, in the County of Devon," setting forth 
the improper manner in which the town was paved 
and cleansed, and the number of obstructions 
and encroachments existing in different parts of 
the town to the annoyance and inconvenience of 
the public^- The direction and management of 
these improvements were left to certain commis- 
sioners named in the Act,:}^ now called Paving 
Commissioners, with power to elect others as 



* Hii name wu Robin Stew, and he latterly redded at B^lhain. 
Hii dealli took place about four jeai* aiDce, and allhon^ be wh a 
common labom«r, from prorident habits he left propert; to the amount 
of £300. 

t At that period tliere were building* on angel hill, where the 
obelisk now standi, ■> well as the ChuTchjard wall of St Peter's, on the 
south tide, extending down Peter street, with many DbjecUonable 
buildings in Westeie, (see plan of Ibe town in 1777,) tome of these 
buildings were not removed until 1807. 

i See qipendix, No. 26. 
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vacancies should occur, and the whole to be bound 
by an oath. The act further fp'anted the com- 
missioDers power to remove the pound of the 
hundred and manor of Tiverton, situated at the 
lower end of Gold street, ( now called pound-hill,) 
" and to lay the scite thereof into the public 
street or highway adjoining thereto, and to erect 
another such pound on the waste of the Lords 
of the Manor in Loman green, near the east end 
of the foot-bridge over the river Loman."-}- 

On the 30th of June a dreadful fire occurred 
between two and three o'clock in the afternoon, 
commencing in Humphrey Rendle's shop, a hot- 
presser in Westexe,^; which being surrounded by 
thatched buildings, and the weather remarkably 
dry, with a strong south west wind, occasioned 
its spreading with fearful rapidity, by which both 
sides of Westexe, as far as Mr. Dennis's brick- 
house, now occupied by T. Hellings, esquire, the 
whole of Bridge street, and several dwellings in 
Wellbrooke were consumed. Many houses on 
Angel hill, extending to " the old Bow," adjoining 
Slee's alms-house, in Peter street, and some houses 
in Fore street, as far as Mr. Hodge's shop, 
then occupied by Mr. Wm. Dicken, ironmonger, 



t For A uhedule of the buUdingi intended to be removed, and for 
which particular powert were granted bj the act. See appendix, No. 26. 

Thi> yew alio the brtdge over the Lawman wh rebuilt, which appcan 
prerioiuly to have been nothing more than a foot bridge. 

t Where the Mine* Carew'i hoiue at preaent standa. 
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were also burnt, and the fire was arrested by re- 
moving tbe whole front of this building,* and 
the fire engine arriving from Culiomptoo, together 
with those belonging to the town, the progress 
of the flames were at length checked. The Angel 
Inn was saved owing to the great exertion of the 
landlord Mr. Hawkes. In consequence of the wind 
remmning so high, large pieces of burning reed 
were flying about in erery direction and carried to 
considerable distances, which added much to this 
awful and distressing scene. Several houses in 
Bampton street were on fire, but by constant 
attention the flames were extinguished, and some 
outbuildings only destroyed on the south side of 
Fore street. It is rather singular that the oak 
spire which supported the vane, over the Corn 
market, was consumed. Happily no lives were 
lost, but tbe poor inhabitants were reduced to the 
greatest distress ; wandering about the fields, or 
lying in despair amidst the ruins of their furniture. 
About 120 dwellings were thus destroyed, and tbe 
loss was estimated at £7,399. 16s., besides other 
property, and the insurance only amounted to 
£4,726. 16s.t 



* Tlu* Iioiue wH removed b; order of tlie chief magiitrate, under 
file prorteioii <rf an act of puUunent called the fire set, pMted 6. Geo. 2. 
1 732, bj which a power kh given to the mayor, justice, or two cq>ital 
borgeaica, to order honsei to be uncDvered or pulled down, to prevent the 
fire from iprcading. The owner of the premiaes in question, made a strong 
effort to get hi* house rebuilt, either out of the liberty rate, or poor rate, 
but he foiled in being able to do so, and it was rebuilt at hia owu eipenae. 

t In round numbers, tbe whole loss has been cslimatcd at 



Digitized by Google 



BOOK I. GENERAL HISTORY 

A meetiag was calted by the mayor, and a 
subscription entered into for the relief of the poor 
sufferers, which amounted to £214. 17s. ; a strict 
investigation was made as to the extent of the 
various losses, and the poor were relieved by tickets 
io equal proportions, allowing a certain dividend, 
according to the estimated loss.'t" The tickets 
were as follows ; — 

" Tiverton Fire, 30 June, 1794." 

" William Chilcott, or the bearer, is intitled 
to receive the sum of £8. 5s. as a dividend of 
Ss. 6d. in the pound, ( for an admitted loss of 
£30,) on the sum of £215, received by subscrip- 
tion for the sufferers admitted to have a share. 
Signed H. Dennis." 
Tiverton, 22 July, 1795. 

The parish register contmns the following 
account of this distressing calamity. " This day 
happened a dreadful fire in Westexe. It broke out 
between 2 and 3 in the afternoon at the House 
of Humphry Rendle, Hot-presser. It burnt all 
the Houses on both sides, from Birching Lane to 
Wild-broke. It burnt with such fury that some 



£14, or 15,000, out of which the Innmnce unotmt«d to £10,000, whldi 
givu the proportioD neuly the lame u aboTc. 

t The eitimUed Ion of 231 penont, Mmptehendiog the tall 
UDOnnt of rach poor ftmilf, unouited to £780. ISi. 2d. 7S hoiliM 
KOTimd k dhridend of 6*. in the pound, nwkinBXei. lit. SH.; and 91. » 
•econd diridend of 5>. 6d. In the pound unonnting to £222. 18i. Ifd. 
nuUng a totd of £284. 9*. Td. 
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A- D- of the flashes set fire to the Honses on Angel Hiil, 
1794, and consumed several more Houses in the lower 
end of Peter Street, and the beginning, or west 
end of Fore Street. It is computed that 130 
dwelling Houses have been destroyed, or upwards, 
but happily no lives lost." 

On the 24th July a vestry meeting was held 
and a committee appointed, to obtain Councils 
opinion, whether the parish possessed the power 
of obliging the Lord of the Manor, Sir Thomas 
Carew, to build a wall against the river, below the 
Church tower, a report having been made at a 
vestry meeting as long back as 1771, that the 
Church would be endangered by the continued 
encroachments of the river Exe, if steps were not 
taken to prevent it.* In consequence of this 
opinion the wall was erected by the parish at an 
expense of £90. 18s., under the direction of Mr. 
Boyce, which sum was ordered to be defrayed 
out of the Church-rate. Since this period, all the 
slope bordering on the Churchyard wall from 
south to north, extending to the river, has been 
claimed by the parish, who now exercise a right 
over it, and it is at the present time rented of 
them by Mr. Heatbcoat, at a trifling consideration.^ 

* See pBge 133. 

t B7 ft note in Mr. Martin Dnntford'* m s i. joujnil it appetn, tliU 
on tbe I4Ch Pebmsry, Mr. Tnnier irai employed by hlin, to vreaTe the 
ItL Snndford in TiveitoD, a cmne &bric Urgelr exported to the But 
Indict, and *till nunn&ctiired at Cullompton. It obtaini it* name from 
Sudford, near CredUon, whwe Aej were firat made. 
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Od the 27tb of January a meeting was con- 
TCDed by the mayor, to petition for the restoration 
of peace, ( the war with the Low Countries having 
an injurious effect on the already depressed trade of 
'Hrerton,) which was carried by a large majority. 

Early on the 12th Fehruary, Mr. Webher's 
mills at Bolham, with bis dwelling house and 
premises, were burnt to the ground. 

The same month was remarkable for a very 
high flood, by which much injury was done, and 
Swines-bridge, dividing the parish of Tiverton from 
that of Washfield, was carried away. 

April 2Dd. A fire broke out in Back lane, 
Westexe, about one in the morning, which was 
supposed to have commenced on the premises 
of Mr. Fisher, drugget maker, when 8 dwellings 
were consumed, besides outhouses, and the fire 
was not subdued until five o'clock in the morning, 
wbidh at last was effected by the exertions of 
the York Militia, ( then quartered in Tiverton,) 
under the command of Captains Torr and Hayes. 
Mr. Fisher's estimated loss was about £700, of 
which only to the extent of £300. was insured.* 



* In coDUqnencc of tbe good conduct of the Hil^crs, Uiej received 
the lum of Bcven guineu m k reward. Equal leal and MtiTity wu dis- 
played by them in mppreBsinf another fire which occuired on the 7th of 
the Mine month. It broke out at the New Ion, in Wildbrooke, ( being 
the tame apot on which Campa fire took place in 16G1, aee page 73,) which 
coniumed the hoiue and premiaet. 
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A. D. Early in June, great apprehensions were enter- 

179^. tainecl of a scarcity of Wheat. In January a 
collection had been made to purchase food for 
the poor, and on the 16th some disturbances took 
place at CuDompton, in consequence of workmen 
visiting the neighbouring farmers in large bodies, 
to request them to bring their corn to market, 
which had been kept back in consequence of 
the apparent scarcity. 

On the 18th, a meeting was held, and a com- 
mittee appointed, to ascertain what quantity of 
com was in the parish, which amounted to 700 
bushels. They obtained a promise from the 
Farmers to dispose of their produce only to the 
committee, for the benefit of tbe poor, who 
were further directed to attend tbe markets, and 
adopt whatever measures circumstances might 
render necessary. At the same time ten guineas 
were ordered to be weekly expended by the over- 
seer, out of tbe poors rate, in supplying wbeat 
at reduced prices.* 

On the 1st. of November, an arrangement 
was entered into for an improved disposition of the 
market at Tiverton, with a hope of aflfording better 
accommodation to tbe public. On the 22nd of 
December, there appeared to be in the market 
85 standings and stalls for Butchers ; and 120 



• The price of itheat U thw period ww 14s. • biuhel, new wheat 
Mid at lit. ed., and afterwards at 9». Beef wa« from 6d. to 9d. per lb. 
and veal, mutton and pork from 4d. to 6d. 
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pair of panniers, besides other conveniencies, the 
whole occupying from St. George's Chapel, to 
Mr. Wood's in Gold street, on the south side, 
and to the Tuns, on the north, the annual produce 
of which amounted to an income of £192. Ss. 

On the 16th, a petition to parliament was 
prepared, for powers to form a Canal from Taunton 
to Topshara.* This petition was signed by 815 
persons, and it received the consent of 498 land 
proprietors and occupiers of land, out of 711, 
through whose property it was to pass, and only 
20 absolutely dissented from it. This subject 
appears to bare excited considerable interest and 
anxiety at tbe time, but it was not carried into 
effect until 1810. 

At the corameQcemeut of this year, the mer- 
chants of Tiverton were much dispirited by the 
appearance of public affairs ; a meeting was con- 
sequently held at the Angel Inn, to consider tbe 
best mode of exporting tbeir manafactured goods 
to Holland, under circumstances of considerable 
diiBculty.t 

On the 1st of March, an account arrived of 
the suspension of payments in cash, at tbe Bank 
of England by order of the Privy Council. The 



t Od the 2t»t FebnuuT, a lingular advertiseiiieiit •ppeared in the 
Morning Chronicle to the foUowing effecL " Merdionts, MnnufiictuKn, 
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subject led to long debates in parliament, and 
added considerably to the depression of mercantile 
interests. A committee of the House was appointed 
to enquire into the causes which had produced 
the order in council, who reported "that the de- 
mands on the bank were £18,770,000. Their 
assets, exclusive of the permanent debt due from 
government, amounted to £17,597,000; so that 
there remained a surplus of £3,826,000, exclusive 
of the capital sum of £11,600,000, three per cent, 
lent at different times to government, on par- 
liamentary security. This being estimated at 50 
per cent, agreeably to the actual price of the 
3 per cents, the whole of the capital vested in 
the corporation of the Bank, after payment of 
debts, amounted to £9,626,000." The publication 
of this account operated very favourably on all 
mercantile interests, and one additional cause of 
anxiety was removed. On the 4th March, 300 
men of the 29lb regiment, with two field pieces, 
marched into Tiverton, in consequence of 1200 
Frenchmen having landed at Fiahgard, in Pem- 
brokeshire, but the whole surrendered to the Welsh. 
They were supposed to be the remainder of the 
La Vendee Insurgents, against whom the French 



4nd othen, hiTiag goodi on liand »nitable for the American Msrket, and 
incliDed to di*pOM of tbe uune at a f^ pnee, one half Cash, and the other 
half for good American Lands, at a very reaaonable rate well utuated 
OD navigable vaten, with clear Titles, may be accommodated to any 
amount, by applying peraonally, or by letter post paid, to BtneU and 
Servanle, American Agents, Ingram-Comt, Fenchurch Street) where 
plana of the land may be seen, and other particulan known. 
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government had a considerable distrust.* 

The first meeting of tbe Tiverton rolunteer 
cavalry took place on the 10th July. They con- 
sisted of one troop, commanded by Mr. Worth. 
Their dress was scarlet and gold lace ; bnt 
not being fully appointed, they were provided 
with short sticks in lieu of swords. 

September 26tb, tbe authorities commenced 
ab indictment against those who either refused, 
or neglected to repair the street opposite their 
respective premises ; an arrangement which met 
with considerable opposition. 

On tbe 24th November, an alarming fire 
broke out in the stable of a house belonging 
to Mr. Witcher, on the west side of Peter street, 
which consumed tbe whole of those premises, 
and eleven or twelve adjoining bouses. There 
were at this time many French prisoners on 
their parole, and the great exertions used by them 
on this occasion, were the principal cause of 
extinguishing the fire by cutting off the commu- 
nication with other bouses. Except the men at- 
tached to tbe engine, the inhabitants were generally 
idle spectators, who, bad they exerted themselves, 
would have prevented considerable mischief.-f- 



* The net produce of the market ind Eiebiidge tnutt, at ttiia 
period, aftei duchargiiiB til anniutUi &c, uioanted to£115. 

t The price of prorisont M tUa period of tbe jew wu lower thin 
had been the case for a lengtli of time ; beef, H±, mutton <ud nal, 4jd., 
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On the 5th December, the French prisoners, 
180 in number, who had been long here on their 
parole, were marched, under an escort of the Wilt- 
shire militia, to Stapledon prison, near Bristol, 
much to the regret of the inhabitants, their conduct 
baring been generally remarkably good.* 

In January, this year, the following notice was 
circulated, by order of the Lord Lieutenant of 
the County. 

" County of Devon, Hundreds of Tvoerton, Halberton, 
and Bampton." 

" By Virtue of Instructions from the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the said County, for Carrying into 
Execution the Act, for providing for the Defence 
and Security of the Realm during the present War, 
and certain Arrangements tending to unite the 
force of this County, and to prevent Confusion 
in the Case of Invasion ; The Inhabitants of the 
several Parishes, in the said Hundreds, are re- 
quested to Select Competent Persons as hereiu 
after mentioned, to act as GUIDES in pursuance 
of the sud Act and Instructions, in lieu of those 
already returned, Such Persons to be Young Men, 
quick sighted, bold Riders, and from their Occu- 
pations or Amusements, accustomed to know the 
Parish Roads and Country adjacent, to be mounted 

pork, S|d., irhcat, 7i. to 8b. per biuhel, and fowls. Is. each. 

* On the 8th, the mBrket tolli were let to Mr John Chilcutt, 
for BCTCii yean, at £125 per annum. 
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on hardy Horses, habituated to the Roads and 
Stooey Lanes, and each of such Persons to be 
provided with a light Fowling Piece, a few Bulletts, 
and a Powder Horn, and such other Accoutrements 
as may be thought necessary. — A Corps of Guides 
of this description may perform all the Services 
of the Old Dragoons, and should they at their 
leisure amu^e themselves with firing at Marks, 
so as to understand the quantity of Powder requi- 
site for the Chai'ge of their Guns, they may fully 
supply the place of Riflemen. — Such Guides will 
be entitled to all the Privileges mentioned in the 
said Act, and it is hoped that this measure will 
be found agreeable, to Persons of every description, 
as they are united in the Defence of what is equally 
valuable to them all. — And such Competent Per- 
sons willing to offer their Assistance, may present 
themselves to the Deputy Lieutenant at the Three 
Tuns, in the Town of Tiverton, on Tuesday, the 
22nd. Day of this Instant January, at Ten o'Clock 
in the Forenoon. 

5M. D(^ January, 1799."* 

On the 18th, some carding and spinning machi- 
nery was erected in the hospital, for the occupation 
of the poor, but it was not found to answer, and 
was therefore soon after done away with. 

The process of dyeing scarlet cloth with 
cochineal was practised about this time, but trade 

* Oa the Ilth April, (he eilate M Six, wu let for k term of jcan 
to Mr. Anstey uid Ware, U in rubodI rent of £80. 
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of all kind was in a declining state, and the 
Sandford trade, that had been tolerably prosper- 
ous before, appeared likely to fail. 

On the 20th July, the South Devon militia 
abont 600 strong, under the command of Lord 
Rolle, arrived at Tiverton. 

In December, a summons was issued by the 
mayor, J. B. Ckolunch, esquire, to " Roger Pitt, 
woolcomber, John Dimont, hotpreeeer, Thomas 
Pitt, yeoman, William Dunsford, sen. chandler, 
and Henry Rendell, clock maker, to appear per- 
sonally before him and answer to the complaint 
of the water bailiffs of the said town and parish 
of Hverton, for not attending by themselves or 
one sufficient labourer with proper tools and mate- 
rials at the village of Chettiscombe within the 
parish of Hverton aforesaid, to repair, cleanse and 
scour the ancient and pnbllc Water Course and 
Town Lake of Tiverton aforesaid, after due notice 
for that purpose. Dated 16. December, 1799." 

A notice to the Water Bailiffs was issued 
by the mayor, the Rev. John Pitman, to cause 
one or more of the inhabitants of the town and 
parish of Tiverton, to attend with proper tools, 
to repair, amend, and cleanse the stream of 
water which runneth from Norwood Common, 
in and through the town of Tiverton. 

Dated 15th October, 1800. 
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A similar notice was issued 9th October, 1801, *• "• 
by Mr. Oovett, who was then mayor, isoi. 

Whether a dnty, so desirable, was annually 
performed, about this period, I have not ascertained, 
but, fear, at the present time, but little atten- 
tion is paid to so valuable a benefaction.* 

In 1601, a g^reat scarcity in Tiverton pre- 
vailed, by which provisions were raised to an 
alarming price ; and although by subscriptions 
and private charity, much was done to alleviate the 
sufferings of the poor, a great deal of distress 
and privation existed in the dwellings of the lower 
orders. Wheat was for some time 18s. and one 
guinea a bushel, and it was sold as high as 23s. 
Beef was from lOd. to Is. per pound, and it even 
reached in one or two instances to 14d. Potatoes 
were from 14 to 18, and 2l8. a sack, and bread 
was so scarce that instances occurred where money 
was unable to procure it. 

Mr. Samuel Clarke, the governor of the Work- 



* By bh BTenge, produced at » veitiT meeting; beld the earif part 
of IU( jrear, the price of proviiiaiu in 1794, and at die wme period in IBOO, 
the differetiee appeat«d aa followit 

March 1794. MareA IBOO. 

WheU per buahel 7i. Od. 12a. 6d. 

Halt ditto, 5b. Od. 7a. Od. 

Peai ditto Si. 6d. 6s. 6d. 

Oatmeal ditto St. Sd Gi. Bd. 

Cheete per Cwt 16a. Od. 35s. Od. 

Beef per lb Oi. 2id. Oi. Hd. 

Butter ditto, Oi. 9d Oa. lid. 
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house, entered into a contract with the parish, in 
January this year, to provide the poor at 3s. 4d. 
per head ; but in consequence of the rise in 
wheat, between the 27th March, and 24th June, 
from 12s. 6d. to 18s. 6d. per bushel ; and in meat 
from 4^d., to 6d, per pound, by which the con- 
tractor sustained a loss of £84, it was agreed 
at a parish vestry, held in January, to allow £42., 
to remunerate Mm, in part, for the pecuniary injury 
he had suffered from the unexpected rise of 
provisions. 

On the 21st May, the vestry met to deliberate 
on tlie best mode of providing for the poor, and 
to consider the propriety of borrowing any sum 
or sums of money, for the furtherance of that 
object, in compliance with an Act of Parliament 
"for making better provision for the mtuntenance 
of the poor, and for diminishing the consumption 
of bread corn, by directing the manner of applying 
parish relief." For which purpose £500 was ordered 
to be raised ; and the overseers were directed to 
make a rate of 460 weeks, towards effecting this 
object.* 

At this period a society existed in Tiverton, 
called the ''Tiverton Agricultural Society," which 



* 5th. September. In ciHitequeiice of the late plentiful harvest k 
printed notice wu drcolated, to the effect, that u a gteat reduction lutd 
taken place In the price of pioviiioni, " the eiecudon of the warrant for 
the purchaie of com and other articles for the relief of Uie poor, is directed 
b; the magutralei to be (ospended until further orden." 
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held its meetings at the Phoenix Inn ; and in the '^- "- 
year in question, a premium was offered to any far- isoi. 
mer who sold the greatest number of bags of early 
potatoes, on any given market day. Mr. Hawkes, 
landlord of the Tuns, on tbe last Tuesday in July this 
year> sold 35 bags of potatoes, at from 10 to lis. 
per bag, and obtained the prize, which consisted of 
a plain silver goblet, bearing the following inscrip- 
tion, " Presented by the Tiverton Agricultural So- 
ciety, to Mr. Richard Hawkes, 15th December 1 801 ." 

The year following, potatoes were very abun- "02. 
dant, and almost as cheap in proportion, as they 
were dear the year previous, quantities being 
sold for 2s., and Ss. 6d. per bag. 

On the 9th of April, an order was made to 
close up a portion of tbe old Bampton road, from 
Bartows causeway, to Bonny's pitt lane, ( a portion 
of tbe road which was liable to be repaired by 
the propiietor of the castle of Tiverton,) ander "an 
agreement that such proprietor should make and 
keep in repair, a good foot-path, from the Church- 
yard, to and through the lane leading to Botham, 
as far as Rix Tenement gate, and in another direc- 
tion as far as Pinnex Moor lane, and that tbe said 
proprietor be allowed to take the old road into the 
park and orchard adjoining." 

On the 3rd of July, a portion of the ground 
at St. George's chapel, recently occupied by build- 
ings, was consecrated, and the expenses, attendant 
thereon, were defrayed by the churchwardens. 
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A. D. In conseqaence of the threatened invasion, 

1803. on the 18th July, all the loyal inhabitants within 
the parish of Tiverton, were called on, by virtue 
of an act of parliament made and passed the 43rd. 
of George 3rd.,* to register their names, and to 
state what office they should be able and inclined 
to fill for the public defence.'^- All farmers were 
directed to enter their names and the amount of 
live and dead stock in the possession of each, that 
they might receive indemnification from the govern- 
ment for any injury sustained by the enemy, or 
required for the service of the Country. The returns 
were in amount as follows ; 216 oxen ; 909 cows ; 
906 young cattle and colts; 6397 sheep; 1655 
pigs; 148 riding horses; 336 farm horses; 20 
waggons; 117 carts; 571J quarters of wheat; 
92^ of oats ; 6871 of barley ; 5 of beans and 
peas; 2306 loads of hay ; 149 of straw; 838 sacks 
of potatoes; 120 sacks of flour; 48 quarters of 
malt ; and 5 tons of cheese.;}: 



* The iotentioD of thi> act waa, " to lademnify persons who may 
miSet Id their propert;." 

t "N. B. Th« several services required are, 

Itt. Bearing Amu when an Enemy has landed. 

Ind. Pioneen. 

3rd. Guides. 

4tli. Engogiog to supply Wagons and Caits. 

5th. Millers to supply the Aimy. 

6th. Baheis to do the same." 

: On the 30th of September, a collection was made on behalf of the 
sufferers in consequence of the dteadAd fire at Chulmleigh, which took 
place on the S6II1 September, 1603. Hie amount coUected is not meu< 
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In coDsequence of an indictment having^ been 
brought against the road near Cove-mills, and tbe 
bridge over the mill leat, which indictment had been 
removed to tbe court of Kings bench, it was resolved 
on tbe 9th of February, " that £20. be allowed by 
the parish to Mr. Rowe, with the understanding 
that be was to build a proper bridge over tbe mill 
leat, near Cove bridge, and on his executing a 
proper deed or instrument to indemnify this parish 
(of Tiverton) from any future charge or expense 
relating to the same." 

At this period, corps of volunteers were formed 
in every district throughout England, and the 
Tiverton regiment, under the command of Sir John 
Duntze, appears to have consisted of six companies ; 
as an item in tbe parish book, signifies tbe granting 
a claim of £30. to six sergeants, being at the rate 
of 2s. 6d. per day to each, for 40 days, "for in- 
structing the men in tbe use of arms ;" which 
amount was directed to be paid by the overseers 
out of the poor-rates. Tbe order is dated Sunday 
19. August. 

At the sessions held on tbe I4th, several bills 
of indictment were found, for diversions of the 
Town Lake ; a practice that ought, at all times, 
to engage the vigilance of tbe Portreeve and 



tioned, but from the general liberali^ iheim by Uie inhabitanb, it wm 
doubtless large ; u all eTeots it is to be hoped lo, as it can never be 
forgotten hon Uberolly the Coimtf contributed, on four octtnons, 
when TiJtxtoa suffered horn a nmilar but turn extenitve calamity. 
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water bailiffs. 

A considerable deficiency was declared tbis 
year, in the funds of the Exeter Hospital, and 
a resolution passed to petition the County for bene- 
factions, on which occasion the parish of Tiverton 
subscribed £400. 17s. 

In the month of October a particular account 
of the value at which the estates, fields, houses, &c. 
were rated to the highways, in the parish of Tiverton 
was taken, and the amount of composition, &c. 
received, in and for the year ending Octotwr 1805. 
Annual value of land in Pitt quarter, . . £2127. 

ditto in Tidcombe quarter, 2097. 

ditto in Clare quarter, 1400. 

ditto in Priors quarter, 1308. 

ditto in AU Fours, 149. 

ditto in the Town, 1543. 

The amount of assessment at 6d. in the pound, 

amounted to £215. 12s. 

Amount of Composition, 215. 

The previous assessment was made at Easter ses- 
sions, in April 1800, which at 6d. in the pound 
amounted to £214. 14s. 6d. 

On the 5th December, a general thanksgiving 
took place by order of the Privy Council, for the 
late Naval Victory gained over the combined fleets 
of France and Spain, at Trafalgar, at which fell 
Lord Nelson, England's greatest Naval Commander. 
It is a singular fact, that although the British Fleet 
have reigned triumphant from time immemorial. 
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Lord Nelson was the first British Naval CommaDder 
ever killed in action. On this occasion an excellent 
Sermon was preached by the Rev. C. Cotton, Fellow 
of Kings College, in which he set forth the duties 
of a Sailor or Soldier as not incompatible with 
that of a good Christian.* 

Among the oameroas French prisoners sta- 
tioned on parole at Tiverton, was Admiral DumaTioir, 
who on the 7tb of January, received a visit from 
Sir Sidu^ Smitk; a compliment that England's 
greatest Hero will ever pay to a brave enemy. 

This season was marked by the most tem- 
pestuous weather, not only of wind and rain, but 
thunder and lightning. Horses were killed, ricks 
of com blown down, large trees rooted up or 
torn asunder, windows blown in, and houses 
.unroofed ; and on the 20th, the stone cross 
which stood between the crown and mitre on the 
eastern parapet of St. Peter's Church, over the 
chancel, fell down, and was broken in many 
pieces. 

On the 5th February, a meeting was held 
at the Town-Hall, to consider the propriety of 
purchasing the remaining buildings on Angel hilt, 
when it was decided that Mr. Boyce, the proprietor 
should be requested to name a price in the said 
property. 



* Tbe STCnge price of meat from Jnlf to the end of thU yeu, n 
•bout Hi. per pound, md wlieit lOi. k buihel. 
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Mr. Beavis Wood, tendered his resignation 
to the mayor, G. Cruvys, esquire, of the office 
of town-clerk, which situation he had held for 
upwards of 40 years, and Mr, J. Wood, was 
unanimously elected to take his place.* 

The 13th of April was marked by the heaviest 
fall of snow almost ever rememberedjt which con- 
Unned 20 hours without intermission, leaving the 
face of the country wearing more the appearance 
of January, than a season far advanced in spring. 
It was attended with hard frost.^ 

31st July, an arrangement having been entered 
into, respecting the houses on Angel hill, Mr. Boyce, 
under a contract of £183, undertook to remove 
these incumbrances, and clear the road from the 
top of Angel hill into Peter street ; thus effecting 
a great improvement to the town, and an advantage 
to the public. 

The turnpike gate, which had stood at Ashley 



• On Ac 35th Htrch, the mariut teiOa wue kased U Ur. Joseph 
Chikott, clear of taxei, for £131. 10s. 

On the 17th June, 1B06, at » (ole of Ct^tain Andrew's efliicU, a 
pBiTot vu puTchBied for B. Dickinioo, esquire, at a cost of £lb. 10s. It 
was said to have acqaired the power of speaking different langnages, 
tnd therefore conutoed chc^ 

f The average price of meat through the coarse of this year varied 
from S^d. to 6d. per ponnd, and wheat was about IDs. a bnaheL 

t On the 13th of March 1807, died Mr. Martin Dunsford, author of 
the history of Tirerton. 
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from the original formation of the turnpike road 
in 1759, was removed to the lower end of Weatexe, 
near the Hoop and Ball public bouse.* 

On Tuesday the 1st March, Mr. Halifax, a 
lieutenant in the Lancashire militia, quartered at 
Exeter, started from the Angel hillj-f- to walk 200 
miles in 100 hours successively ; which arduous 
task fae completed at seven o'clock on the evening 
of the Saturday following. 

On the 8th April, the £xe rose to bo great 
a height, that the road was impassable for many 
hours between the lower end of Westexe, and 
Ashley gate, which obliged the Exeter coach to 
take the old road up Exeter bill. 

12tb September, many of the woolcombers 
were called on to find bail for their appearance at 
the ensuing Quarter Sessions, for refusing their 
labour in the coloured trade, unless their wages 
were advanced, which it was said had received 
no augmentation for nearly 300 years.j: 

At a vestry meeting held on the 5th January, 
it was resolved " that Cove bridge and the highway 
within bridge-bounds, be kept in repair by the 

* The ■TCTBge price of pniviaioai during this yeu, Tuied from 5)d. 
to 6d. per pound, and wheat nu about 9s. 6d. per bosheL 

t It WM udd to be for a wager of f200. 

X ThU information a given u received, but it appean incredible. 
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hundred of Witberidge, and the parish of Tiverton 
jointly."* 

On the 19tb January, a committee was ap- 
pointed to consider the best manner of dividing 
and distributing tbe Water lake through the several 
streets in the town, so as to afford the greatest 



* It appeal* that the rep^r of Core bridge had been a source of 
conteiition between the pariih of llTerton, and hundred of Witberidge, 
from an earl;f period, a* on the 6th July 1749, it vai" ordered that 
Mr. Tieaaaier, ( Mr. Arthur BacUand,} be deiired to pay the cbargei of 
a proiecation relating to Core bridge, amounting to £3. 2s., and likewiie 
to pay John Beede 10a. 6d. for hii trouble in the same affair." 

"Ordered, that Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Bidgood, Mr. Hartnol, and 
Mr. Lodi, be deiired to see what repairs are wantiog to Cove bridge, and 
to emplo; proper penoni for repairing the tame, and the charges 
to be paid by the pariah." 

In 1 752, it became again necessary to ascertain what repairs were 
required for Bickleigh and Cove bridges, and to execute the aame accord- 
ingly, at the expense of the parish. 

In 175S, Angus' 11th. At n general court or assembly, held at the 
Church-houie, it waa " ordered, that Mr. Treasurer, ( Mr. C. Morgan,) be 
desired to repair CoTe bridge so that it might not rest upon Witberidge 
Fore, (which is like to faU,) and any other rcp^rs that may be 
wanting to the same." 

(StgnedJ JoBN VoveiT, Governor. 

In 1 760, Aoguit 1st, a special conrt, or aawmbljr, was held at the 
hospital, when it was " ordered, that Mr. Trcasorer ( Mr. John Tneker,) 
Mr. Henry Osmond, and Bevd. htr. Newte, be desired to meet any three 
gentlemen of and belonging to the hundred of Witberidge, to be nonunated 
by them, in order to come to some agreement for the building of Cove 
bridge, and to report the same next court day." 

On the 12th August 1761, articles of agreement were condoded 
between Joseph Quick, of Bampton, stone-mason, and Mr. Oeo^ Cruwyi, 
of Tiverton, serge-maker, treasurer of the parish, to rebuild Cove bridge, 
and to receive, with the old materials, £60. from Tiverton parish, and 
£40. from tbe hundred of Witberidge. In addition to which £27. was 
expended in 1773 ; (tt pagt 134 (f ttit HUtory-J and by an entry 
in Mr. Henry Mildoa's journal, It appears that " Cove bridge, being 
finished, was surveyed this dqr." Oalti 20. Dttemttr, 1816. 
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accommodation to the public at large. 

January 24th. Owing to a heavy fall of snow 
daring the night, and continued rain throughout 
the day^ both the rivers Exe and Lowman rose 
to a great height, and continued increasing until 
midnight. At eight o'clock p. h. from Mr. Rosstter's 
mills, (near the front Factory gate) to the King 
George public house, (in the lower part of Westexe,) 
was one entire river, in some places three and 
even five feet deep, and the water was in an oven 
belonging to Mr. Sharland, opposite the Swan. 
A chaise belonging to the Tuns was upset in 
attempting to pass Lowman bridge, and one of 
the horses drowned before assistance could be ren- 
dered; and three women inside were removed 
with considerable difficulty. Two houses and a 
large workshop were thrown down by the force 
of the water, at the bottom of St. Andrew street, 
and the materials washed into an adjoining field. 
Two other houses were destroyed in another 
direction^ and a third so much damaged that the 
inhabitants were obliged to quit it the following 
morning, l^he loss sustained in stoclf &c., was 
immense, and Bickleigh bridge received so much 
injury that an expense was incurred by the Com- 
missioners of the turnpike trust, of £1000 ; the 
old materials selling only for £20. 

On the 25th of October, a Jubilee was held 
in commemoration of George 3rd. having reached 
the fiftieth year of bis reign, on which occasion the 
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poor were regaled with beef and padding, and a 
bullock was roasted whole la a field near Bampton 
turnpike gate. The mayor and corporation, with 
the woolcornbers, and other societies, to which 
was added the yeomanry, and a Rifle company then 
existing in Tiverton, marched in procession to 
Church, and the day was passed, by high and 
low, with every demonstration of loyal attachment 
to the King, and a display of good feeling both to 
friends and neighbours.* 

In consequence of the bad state of the turnpike 
roads and other highways in Tiverton parish, then 
under indictment ; and it appearing on the report 
of Mr. Coleridge, a surveyor employed by the 
trustees, that the necessai'y repairs would amount 
to £1200, and finding from Mr. Chilcott, the 
parish surveyor, that the rates collected for the 
year were exhausted, it was resolved to borrow 
the amount estimated, and the work to be com- 
pleted without delay. 

On the 3rd of February, the woolcombers 
paraded the streets on the occasion of a new flag 
being presented to that society by Mr. Matthew 
Wood. The ground was of blue silk, having 
Bishop Blaze, the woolcombers patron, on one 
side, with a shepherd and shepherdess, accompanied 
by a lamb and dog, on the other. 



* There appetn, b; the puiih acconnti to hsTc been expended 
from EaMei 1B08, to Easter 1809, for the dm of the poor, £4730. lOi. 
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The weavers society walked in procession on 
the 27th June> to display a new flag* which had 
been presented to them by Captain Georg^e Darby, 
of the g;uards, a native of Tiverton, and who bad 
himself been bred a weaver. 

On Sunday the 1st July, a terrific storm accom- 
panied by thunder and lightoing; occurred, which 
commenced during the afternoon service ; and 
the vivid and unusual appearance of the lightning, 
in Saint George's chapel, followed, as it was by 
the most violent and alarming claps of thunder, 
in quick succession, had the effect of so fiighten- 
ing some of the congregation, imagining the Church 
was coming about their ears, that tbey quitted 
their seats and returned home in the storm.* 

During this year the curiosity of the public 
was much excited by some very extraordinary 
occurrences which took place in the village of 
Sampford Peverell, five miles from Tiverton ; this 
is well known by the title of the Sampford Ghost ; 
and although there can be no doubt of its having 
been occasioned by some designing persons, yet, 
the utmost vigilance was unequal to discover the 
actors in this infamous plot, " for if it be," says 
Mr. Colton, " the result of human machinations, 



* The lif^tuiDg U reprsaented ■■ baring the sppeBnitce of hot 
ben of iron, pMceded by flunn of fire, which pawed ebont three ftel 
abo*e the peoples headi, the vrftole length of Oie north giUer;. 
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*■ ^- there must be more than sixty persons concerned 
1810. in it."* 

As supernatural objects will ever find attrac- 
tion, and create intereEt in the public mind, the 
name of a haunted house was quite sufficient to 
make this habitation a source of both curiosity 
and alarm for a length of time. 

The house appears to have consisted of a 
shop and kitchen below, with one staircase forming 
tbe only communication with tbe upstair rooms, 
comprising a small antiroom or landing, a middle 
or passage room, and an inner apartment, and 
the scenes which follow were acted in the two 
latter rooms. 

At first this goblin sprite was a daily as well 
as nocturnal visitor, giving evidence of its presence 
by violent knockings, generally drawn forth by 
stamping with the foot. "These phenomena, ob- 
serves Mr. Colton, by day, continued almost inces- 
santly for about five weeks, when they gradually 
gave place to others still more curious and alarming." 
" Whatever females slept in either of these apart- 
roent8,-t- experienced, some of them all, and all of 



* Sm " HypocriHj," by the Rev. C. Colton. Appendix, page 2S5. 

t An exception mutt here be made, wben two reipectable and 
g minded female penont from TiTeiton, slept there ; bnt as 
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them Bome, of the following sensations. They were 
most dreadfully beaten, as bye-standers may hear 
and witness ; and I am quite certain I have heard 
myself, more than two hundred blows g^ven in the 
course of a night." " The blows differed in 
violence ; at times, they can be compared to 
nothing but a very strong man striking with the 
greatest force he is master of, with a closed fist 
on the bed. They leave a great soreness, and 
visible marks ; I saw a swelling at least as big 
as a turkey's egg on the cheek of Anne Mills, 
a servant of Mr. (Shave's." "When these blows 
and noises have been most violent, I have generally 
placed myself close to tbe bed, and when they 
were at their height, without changing my position, 
have desired one or other of tbe party to rush 
in with a candle kept ready lighted on the outside 
of the door for that purpose, but we could discover 
no cause. £very plan we could think of has been 
practiced to frustrate or foil artifice or design." 
"I have seen a sword, when placed in the hands 
of a woman, repeatedly and violently wrested out 
of them, and thrown with a loud noise sometimes 
into the middle of the room, and sometimes still 
more violently against the wall. This sword I 
have heard it take up, and with it beat the bed ; 



they Toold not illoif the beddothei to cover their betds, or remaui 
without B light in the room, the uigbt paned withoat molutation. 
I Bhould have obKrred thttt men were not exposed to these noctunitl 
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^ ^' by its shaking the handle in a particalar manner, 
iBio. I have been aware of its taking it up. I have 
placed a large folio greek testament, weighing about 
eight or nine pounds, on the bed, it has been 
repeatedly thrown into tbe centre of the room. 
It is a curious circumstance that tbis same testa- 
ment has been tbrowa with great violence and a 
loud noise, from the foot to the head of the same 
bed, inclining in its direction a little to the right." 
" I have often heard the curtains of tbe bed most 
violently agitated, accompanied with a loud and 
almost indescribable motion of the rings. These 
curtains, to prevent their motion, were often tied 
up, each one of them in a large single knot, and 
in this state every curt^n in that bed was agitated 
and the knots thrown and wbirled about with such 
rapidity, all at the same time, that it would have 
been by no means pleasant to have been in their 
vortex, or within the sphere of their action. I 
have heard, in the presence of several witnesses, 
footsteps repeatedly walking by me, and round me, 
when sitting at times by the light of one or two 
candles, and could see nothing. I have been in 
the act of opening a door, which was already half 
open, with a candle in one hand, when a violent 
and sudden rapping was produced on tbe opposite 
side of the same door. I paused a moment, but 
while the rapping continued, I drew the door which 
was before half open, suddenly open ; not a second 
could have elapsed, yet I can swear I could then 
see nothing ! although I had a lighted candle in 
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my band, nor can I at this moaient conjecture 
the cause of that violent knockiog. I bare been 
in one or other of the two apartments that are so 
much disturbed more than once, but particularly 
in the one which has a large modem window, 
"when from the noises, knockings, blows on the 
bed, and rattling of the curtains, I did really be- 
gin to think the whole chamber was falling in. 
Mr. Taylor, sitting on a chair in the same room, 
while I was standing close by him, observed, " I 
thought it was sufficiently terrible last night, but 
this is more than I ever heard it." 

" One night the two servants were so much 
agitated that they refused to sleep any longer in 
their apartment ; Mr. Cbave permitted them, in 
the dead of night, to bring their bed and bedclothes 
into the room where he slept with Mrs. Chave ; 
after they bad been quiet about half an hour, and 
the light was put oat, a large iron candlestick 
began to move most rapidly over the whole room, 
producing by its motion a noise exactly resembling 
the grinding of a mnit mill. Mr. Chave was in 
the act of ringing tbe bell, to call up the 'prentice 
boy, when the candlestick was violently thrown 
at his head, which it narrowly missed ; but after 
striking the head of the bed, fell upon the pillow." 

" Mr. Searle, late keeper of the County gaol, 
informed me of his intention of going to Sampford, 
to find out what he termed tbe grand trick that 
was there exhibiting. He informed me, after his 
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visit, however, that the blows Were extremely loud 
and violent on a bed in which a single female 
slept, C^nne Mills,) even while he was sitting on 
one side of the bed, and his friend on the other. 
The sword before mentioned, was placed, he posi- 
tively assured me, on the bed when a large folio 
testament was placed over it, thus by its weight 
pressing down the sword ; they then resumed their 
position on each side of the bed, so as to be able 
to ascertain the slightest motion of the person who 
occupied it. The sword was in a very short space 
of time hurled with the greatest violence from the 
bed against the opposite wall, a distance of abont 
seven feet. He was quite certain the female in 
the bed neither moved hand or foot. It seems 
that in Mr. Searle's absence from this room, a 
few minutes, his friend struck at something and 
blood was evident on the knife, but as this circum- 
stance took place without any witness, I do uot 
consider it worthy of much attention." 

" As the following fact has been sworn to in 
the presence of Captain Jones, myself and others, 
I may venture to relate it. Mr. Taylor deposes 
that on going into the room in consequence of 
the shrieks of the women, the sword that before 
was tying on the floor, he saw clearly suspended 
in the centre of the room, with its point towards 
him ; he drew back and contemplated this won- 
derful object with amazement and terror, when, 
after the expiration of about a minute it fell to 
the ground, with a loud noise. He also deposed 
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to hie perfeot ignorance of the cause of ttiis 
phenomenon." 

"Last Thursday night, September 13th, the 
family, with one exception, were not much dis- 
turbed, nor were they some nights previous to 
that ; but Anne Mills deposed on oath, on Friday 
morning, before Mr. Sully, "(an Exciseman resi- 
ding at Sampford)" and myself, that she was beaten 
so violently on that night, that she hesitated whe- 
ther she should run out of bed or strike a ligbt ; 
in the act of doing the latter, she received a very 
severe blow on the back, the effects of which she 
deposed were very visible, and the tinder box was 
forcibly wrenched out of her hand, and thrown 
into the centre of the room, by the same agent that 
gaxe the blows" 

The following concluding occurrence is per- 
haps among the most extraordinary. It was volun- 
tarily deposed to, in the presence of a Mr. Sumpter, 
by the two domestics belonging to the house, Mary 
Dennis and Sally Case. " i'hat on Sunday morning 
at half-past seven o'clock, they were violently 
beaten while in bed ; that the bed in wbicli they 
slept was opposite to the large modern window, 
before described; that while nothing interfered 
between them nnd the light but a thin sheet, they 
distinctly saw a large arm, suspended over the bed, 
without any body attached to it. The possibility of 
seeing such a phenomenon, if it was there to be 
seen, I have convinced myself of." 



A. D. 

1810. 
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The facts here adduced form tbe leading 
particulars of this singular affair, as detailed by 
the Rev. C. Coltou ; but Mr. Marriott, the editor 
of the •' TauDton Courier," bas given another ver- 
sion of this mysterious tale, with a hope, I coDcIude 
of being able, 

"To drag this Iiideoiis Monster into Day." 
from whence I shall give a few extracts. 

He says, that Taylor, whom he considers, a 
principal actor in this goblin story, had studied 
necromancy under the celebrated Moon, and doubt- 
less some of the performances might be attributed 
to this deceptive art. He, however, made oath 
before J. Govett, esquire, Mayor of Tiverton, to 
the followiog efffect ; viz. — 

" That be never saw Mr. Moon exhibit but 
three times in his life ; that he never was in his 
company but twice in his life ; that he never 
was under Mr. Moon's tuition one hour. Sworn 
before me, 27th of September, 1810. 

J. GOVETT, Mayor of Tiverton" 

It appears also that this house was formerly 
occupied by a Mr. Bellamy, during whose life it 
has been supposed these premises were used for 
the purpose of secreting smuggled goods, for, says 
Mr. Culton, " in tbe comer of the second room, 
where strangers usually sit during tbe night, there 
is a large bole about two feet square, and six 
feet deep." Mr. Marriott, in remarking on tbis 
circumstance, says that instead of their being but 
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one communication with the apper rooms, as stated ^- ^- 
by Mr. Colton, there are three, a fact which " Mr. isio. 
Cbave studiously concealed from the numberless 
visitors who have been drawn by curiosity from 
all parts of the country to attend the ghostly 
lectures."* In this statement he gives at length 
the result of Mr. Talley's nocturnal residence at 
this house, and observes, that on his, ( Mr. Ts.) 
going into the inner room, " he was much sur- 
prised to observe a man named Dodge, a cooper, 
sitting on the bedside, half concealed Inf the curtain." 
Mr. Colton, in his remark on this passage, says, 
"Mr. Talley himself now admits he recollects he 
did not see any man half concealed behind a curtain, 
for the plainest of all possible reasons, there were 
no curtains to that bed on which he saw Mr. Dodge 
sitting." Mr. Marriott, in proceeding with his 
account, states, " that Mr. Talley then took the 
precaution to lock all the doors ; and, taking the 
keys with him, went into the bed prepared for 
him in the servants room;" and continues, "on 
the following morning Mr. T. went into the cham- 
ber where Dodge was, who could not quit his 
room till be had let him out of it, he having taken 
the key !" "This, "says Mr. Colton, is rather 
miraculous, as I shall now make it fully appear 
that the door of this identical chamber where 
Mr. Dodge slept, on that memorable night, with 
the apprentice boy, hath never had since its for- 

• Sec hii journal for 20tfa September, 1810. 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL MEMOIRS OP TIVBRTON. 

mation, either key-hole, lock, bolt, bar, or any 
thing to secure it, but a very common thumb latch, 
even the catch of which was gone." 

Amid these conflicting statements, it does not 
become our province to attempt a solution ; and 
in the words of the talented author of the pamphlet, 
from which I have so largely quoted, stmply say, 

"Hear blust'ring Marplot, Uke Glendower bawl, 
"At Sampford's vasty Pond for goblins call, 
"Be not deceiTed m; Friends, 'tis all a Hum, 
"Boar as be may, and rant. No Qhott will cowu." 

The Cock-lane ghost, in 1762, was discovered, 
and the authors consigned to the punishment such 
iniquitous proceedings so justly merited; but of the 
Sampford ghost, it can only be further observed, it 
was "going on more than three years ; in defiance 
of a reward of two hundred and fifty pounds, tu be 
given to any one who can produce such information 
as may lead to a discovery. Nearly two years 
have elapsed, and no claimant has appeared."* 

The editor of the Taunton Courierf- quite 
releases Mr. Colri>n from at alt "acquiescing in 
the object of its original contrivance." 

Of Mr. Colton it may be remarked, that 
during his ministry at Tiverton, ( which con- 
tinued for some years as Curate of Priora portion,) 



* HTpocriiy, ^ppendii, p. SM. 

t Sm Taunlon jouma). 25lh October, 1810. 
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he exhibited considerable talent, whenever he liked *■ ". 
to exercise it. His general habits but little accorded jsio. 
with the offices of a Clergyman, and the negli- 
grace with which be, occasionally, performed his 
duties in the Church, testified how little he felt 
the sacred calling with which he was entrusted, 
and tbe effect could only be prejudicial to others. 
In his habits he had the character of being social, 
— an agreeable companion,— not given to in- 
temperance, and liberal to his neighbours and 
friends, but was addicted to the fearful vice of 
gambling, which, at last, is reported to have 
brought his life to an awful close. Soon after 
his leaving Tiverton, which he did on procuring a 
College living in the neigtibourbood of London, 
he was concerned in the business of a wine mer- 
chant ; but his ruling vices having led to a 
suspension from tbe duties of his profession, he 
retired to Paris where he resided several years, 
but at last, sunk in the depths of wretchedness, 
he closed his career by suicide. The following is 
extracted from " the American in Paris," Vol. 1. 
p. 119. "I have just fallen accidentally upon 
the story, which every one knows, of the unhappy 
Colton. He wrote hooks in recommendation of 
virtue, and critiques in reprobation of vice, with 
admirable talent. He ^vas a Clergyman by pro- 
fession, and yet became a victim to this detestable 
passion ( gambling.) He subsisted by play several 
years amongst these dens of the Palais Royal, 
and at length falling into irretrievable misery, 
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ended his life here by suicide. One feels a sad- 
ness of heart in looking upon the scene of so 
horrible an occurrence ; one owes a tear to 
the errors of genius, to the weakness of our 
common hamanity." 

About the commencement of this year, some 
men were engaged in trying for coal on Howden farm, 
but their labours were ineffectual. A marley sub- 
stance, bearing much resemblance to Kimmeridge- 
clay, is still to be found in that neighbourhood, 
which contains bitumen, and is consequently of 
an inflammable nature. This search was commen- 
ced in consequence of the dream of a person 
named Puddicombcf- 

In consequence of the bad state of the turn- 
pike, and other roads within the parish of l^rerton, 
it was agreed at a vestry held on the 10th of 
August, that £200 should be raised to repair 
them, ( the cost being estimated at that amount,) 
under an arrangement with the Trustees of the 
turnpike, that any sum or sums of money so 
procured, might be expended at the discretion 
of the parish. The repairs were to be effected 
without loss of time, for the purpose of getting 
the indictment removed, which had been laid on 
them in consequence of a presentment at the 
quarter sessions. 



t In Julfi * doien very fioe Salmon were taken, abore Exe-bridge ; 
vhidi «ai coniidered a tctj lumiual « 
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On the 25tb September occurred a most 
Tioleot storm of wind and rain, approaching to a 
burricane, which lasted nearly the whole day, ac- 
companied with greater heat than ever had been 
remembered, the thermometer standing in the sun 
at 128, and 84 in the shade. 

It was announced at a vestiy meeting, held 
on the 8th of October, that 3770 bushels of wheat 
bad been purchased and sold to the necessitous 
poor at a reduced price, by which a loss of 
£231. 6s. 9id. was sustained by the parish.* 

On Sunday 7th April, Elizabeth Drewe was 
discharged from Bridewell, having been kept there, 
under sentence of 14 years transportation, ( for 
being a general receiver of stolen goods,) from 
the 5th April 1798. She had reached her 75th 
year, and was in excellent health.;}: 

In conseqnence of the great price of provisions 
at this time, a meeting was convened by the mayor, 
and holden at the Town Hall, to propose the adoption 
of measures for the relief of the poor, on which oc- 
casion £250. was subscribed, and expended in the 
purchase of wheat, barley, and potatoes, which were 



* Hie avenge price of vhett during the coone of ltu> jetr «u 
abont 12s. s bnitiel, tad oieM 6^4. per pound. 

} A nun perionating Oliver Cromwell, who htd been in the 
titbit of Tidting the School green on the 29th of Hay, u before 
meDdoned, («ee page 76,) wu refused admittance thi* year, for the 
fint Unte. 

B. b. 
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retailed to the poor at a reduced price. la July 
following potatoes were so scarce, that not one 
was brought to the market for a fortnight.! 

On the 1st June it was agreed, that the 
gallery in St. Peter's Church, called "the Latin 
Scbool Gallery," should be vested in the trustees 
of that institution, for an annual consideration 
of £22, to commence at Easter 1813. In con- 
sequence of tbis arrangement 15 feet were added 
to the gallery, and the position of the stairs 
altered, the whole being effected at the expense 
of tbe charity. 

The injury sustained by Bickteigh bridge, from 
a late flood, was, on the 26th August, reported 
as properly repaired, at an expense to the Trust 
of £97. ISs. 3d., of which the stakes, labour, 
and iron amounted to £78. 8s. ll^d. 

In November (26th.} it was decided at a 
meeting of the Turnpike ti-ustees, that a new road 
should be forthwith made to Exeter, passing below 
Stoke-hill ; and a new line formed to Bampton 
and Dulverton, by the course of the Exe. The 



t The mver^c eoDnunption in tbe Cltj of Laadon, per week, 
wu compnted, at that period to be 1000 oien, betidei ibeep, c«l*ea, 
lambs, and pig*, the annual connunption of batter iraain 1840, 11,000 
torn ; of cheew, 13,000 ; while Ihe qoanlit; of poultiy connuned, in 
the aame period, amount to £80,000 aterling, independent of game, && 
The number of sheep in England wai estimated at 12.000,000., and it «•■ 
calculated, that the Canal* then in use, were equal to the tnutport, with 
two hones, of about 200,000 weight, while the same quaati^ bj land 
would Rquire 84 cart*. 
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improTement here contemplated, and immediately 
afterwards carried into effect, reflects the highest 
credit on the projectors, as it opened a commu- 
nication to Dulverton by the course of the Exe, 
which unfolds the most beautiful scenery.* 

A new arrangement was entered into, on the 
19th of April, respecting the sittings in St. Peter's 
Church, a practice having long previously pre- 
vailed for the Churchwardens to let the seats 
to the highest bidder. This was discontinued by 
order of the Bishop. At the same time, all families 
having purchased seats, under the vestry regulation 
of 2l8t April 1794, and the 10th January 1799, 
were to be permitted to hold them during the 
residence of any portion of the family in the 
parish.-f- 

A violent thunder-storm, accompanied by a 
water-spout, occurred on the 12th May, which 
passed immediately to the north of Tiverton, with- 
out a drop falling in the town. It was very visible 
however, from various places, and excited much 
curiosity. After some time this water-spout divided, 
a portion taking its direction to the north west, 
and the river £xe rose five feet in about an hour. 



* Hie avenge price of wheat during the past jeaz, nu 14». Id. 
per biubel and meat 6|d. per pound. 

t 31st April. A atone arch behind the Workhouie, which conve;i 
the Town lake in the direction of the town, wax repaired, and completed 
tUa day, at an expenK to the pariah of £28. I9t. 6d. 
B. b. 2. 
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*• ^- which occasioned considerable damage. This has 
1815. been recorded as the wettest SDmmer within the 
memory of man. 

On the 17th of August an immense hay-rick^ 
containing the produce of 100 acres of meadow, 
and measuring SO paces in length, 10 in breadth, 
and nearly 20 feet high, was discovered to be on 
fire, and the flames soon spread through its whole 
length. Five endues were brought to the spot, 
but in spite of all their exertions, the flames could 
not be subdued until the 19th. Astonishing to 
relate, fall half the bay was saved, so as to form 
another rick 100 feet in length, and 25 in breadth. 

On the 28th of October, the wall bordering 
on the turnpike road, by Greenway's, was com- 
pleted, at an expense to the turnpike trust of £40.* 

1S14. The 10th of January is marked by one of 

" the most severe frosts both within and without 
doors ever remembered ; and the Thermometer 
was this day 10 degrees, in a warm room, below 
the freezing point.'*'f- 

A heavy fall of snow set in on the lltb, which 
continued twenty-fonr hours, and travelling was 
suspended for several days. 

On the 13tb, the Exe was frozen so bard both 



* Average of wheal dnring thb yew vh Ui. 6d. pet bnthcl, 
■nd mekt wu e}d. per pound. 

t Mr, H. MUdon'* md*. jouruaL 
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above and below the bridge, that it presented a very 
lively aod animated appearance from the numbers 
who were oceapted in skaiting on it ; and on 
the 14th, the Rev. C. Colton, directed a table 
and forms to be placed on the ice, where he 
remained, with several friends, drinking punch. 
He afterwards exhibited fire works, and being an 
admirable skaiter, he amused hundreds of spec- 
tators by the exhibition of that talent, and letting 
off Roman candles, which he held in his hand, 
producing a singular and pleasing effect, and he 
managed the whole with great dexterity*. 

On the 16th of May in consequence of the 
preliminaries of Peace having been signed, the 
poor were regaled with 2987lh8. of meat, puddings, 
cider, &c., and the rejoicings, accompanied by pro- 
cessions, sham fights, feastings, and other demon- 
strations of joy, continued until the 20th. 

On the 21st, Johanna Southcote, a native 
of Thorverlon, was burnt in effigy ; and further 
to commemorate this memorable period, on the 
27th of June, a gig and horse, piissed on the new 
road, for the first time, as far as Bolham. 

On the 1st of July, Peace was proclaimed 
in 'fiverton ; and on the 7th a day of thanksgiv- 
ing was ordered throughout the kingdom, so that 
by one spontaneons devout oflfering to God, the 



• The now remaned pwtiaU; on die ground nntil May. The ftoit 
Mt in on Oie 3«th of DeceMber, 1813, Mid luted nntil the S2iid of Much 
following. 
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^ ^- inhabitants of tbis, our favonred land, might 
IB14. acknowledge witb thankfulness, the blessings of 
peace, and a sense of the multiplied benefits be- 
stowed upon us. The evening closed with brilliant 
illuminations, which were conducted with order 
and regularity. 

On the 3rd of August the foundation stone 
of Grubeer bridge, on the Cruwys Morchard road, 
was laid, the estimated expense of which was 
£72. 10s. 

On the 25th, the first barge arrived by the 
Canal, laden with Coal, which reduced the price 
3d. per bushel; thereby producing a benefit to 
the rich, and a blessing to the poor. 

September 13th, being market day, is well re- 
membered by the old inhabitants, as having pro- 
duced the greatest quantity of wheat remembered 
for many years. In November, mutton sold for S^d. 
per pound ; although in January, February, and 
March of this year, meat was as high as 8^d. and 
9d. per tb on the average. 

October 26th. The charity school giris sat 
in their new gallery for the first time, having 
occupied Greenway's chapel for more than a 
century. 

The multiplied events of tbis year closed with 
the appointment of Counsellor Tonkin, to the 
office of Recorder of Tiverton, by the mayor, 
Henry Dunsford, esquire, junior ; and a fire which 
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occurred at Hovden farm, that in about two hours 
destroyed the dnrelUng house> bams> stable, and 
outbuildings, with the greater part of the household 
furniture, com, cider, and farming utensils.* 

The new year opened by the attendance of 
the Sunday school children at St. George's chapel, 
for the first time ; an event that every well-wisher 
to the Church, and all who feel anxiety for the 
religious instruction of the children of the poor, 
must have hailed with unmitigated satisfaction.-f- 

Wednesday the 25th January, a restry meet- 
ing was held, to consider a plan proposed for the 
preservation and improvement of Exebridge, a 
report having been made by Mr. Mildon, the 
parish bridge surveyor, that the wood work was 
in a dangerous state, which led to the recom- 
mendation, " that the foot path on the south side, 
should be lengthened with stone or iron, and finished 
with iron rails, the whole to be executed in a 
progressive manner, and that Mr. Mildon, (the 
parish surveyor,) be directed to procure a plan 
and estimate of Mr. Wallis, engineer." 

On the 8th of March took place a violent 
gale of wind from the south, which blew down 



* The irenge price of wheat, during tlie courae of thia year. 
WH 7i. 4d. and meat 61d. p«r pound. 

t Janouy 6tli. Oati lold in llTerton market for 2i. M. per 
bmhel, wad mfbrior wheat, on the irth of the tame month, at it. 9d. 



1B15. 
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the holloT ornamental stone work, and the sun- 

18W- dial, which stood on the front of Greenway'a 

chapel, after having braved the tempest for 298 

years. 

The new line of road over cherry-tree bill, 
about two miles on the road to Exeter, was opened 
for passengers and carriages on the 5th of Jnly. 

On the 15th of September, soon after 12, p. m. 
a sudden and alarming fire broke out in St Andrew 
Street, opposite the tower end of the New Church- 
yard, which in less than two honrs consumed six 
dwellings, besides workshops, back houses, and 
other bnildings. 

Few, if any towns in England have expe- 
rienced greater vicissitudes than Tiverton. Fire 
has several times laid desolate the dwellings 
of the poor, and the habitations of the rich, and 
the reverses frequently experienced in trade, have 
fallen on this town with a heavy hand. Mueb 
injury has been occasioned by the disaffection of 
some of the labourers, and at this period of onr 
history, the woollen manufacture, that had hitherto 
been the principal support of the town, ceased, 
almost entirely, to exist. 

In little more than a century, from 1705 to 
1814, the trade of Tiverton bad undergone great 
change. The population, daring this time had 
considerably diminished, indeed nearly to the ex- 
tent of 3000 persons, the numbers from 1705 to 
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1725 being aboat 8690, and by the returns of ISU, 
including the Local Militia, (estimated at an 
addition of about 200,) the total amounted to 
6932,* of which number 1429 were employed in 
trade, and manufacture. 

In the diminution of 3000, here given, 1200 
appears to have been since 1785, as Mr. Martin 
Dunsford returns the population of that year 
at 7699. 

From the commencement of the 18th century 
to the termination of the first quarter, (1725) the 
woollen trade is described as in a most prosperous 
condition ; and although the dreadful fire which 
occurred soon after, (1731) with other causes as 
well general as local, operated as a check to the 
progress and improvement of trade, still to the 
year 1790, sufficient remained to secure for Tiverton 
a respectable position among' the principal manu- 
facturing towns in the west of England. The 
introduction of fine druggets, drapeens or chain 
druggets, and cloth serges, in 1720, produced a 
very beneficial effect ; and the facility afforded 
of procuring Irish worsted, at a cheaper rate than 
it could be rendered, by following the usual process 
of preparing it at home, would have operated 
advantageously, and increased the trade of the 
town, had the woolcombers, instead of exhibiting 



* For ■ deUiled Mcotut of the populatUm n 
No. 22. 
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their prejudices in riot aod disorder,* been guided 
by reason, and, at least, accepted the compromise 
most liberally offered by the merchants i'f for, 
says Dunsford, "it was thought that five packs 
of Irish worsted might have been manufactured 
weekly, without any detriment to the labour of 
the woolconibers, whose dependence was on the 
serge trade with Holland and Flanders.";}: " In a 
tract published in 1739," says McCuUoch,^ "entitled 
considerations on the running (smuggling) of wool, 
the number of persons engaged in the manufac- 
ture is stated at 1,500,000, and their wages at 
£1 1,737,600 a year." The introduction of Norwich 
stuffs, camblets, tarborates, damasks, plain and 
figured barragons, and other articles, in 1752, 
together with finer goods made of Irish worsted, 
which were scoured and dyed the finest colours, 
scarlet, purple, crimson, yellow, blue, green, &c., 
in a variety of shades, created a hope of restoring 
Tiverton to a state equal to the most prosperous 
period of its commercial history ; but this gleam 
of sunshine, was unhappily, soon obscured, for 
in 1761, it was suddenly stopped, and the establish- 
ment of a mixed serge manufactory at Wellington, 
about the same time, bad the effect of drawing 

* See accontit of tlie riots in 1738, ud 1749. 

t See page 114 of tUa HUtor;. 

I See ptge 131 of Dimtfonl'i hiUory. 

( Vol 1. p^e 625. 
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from Tiverton many of its useful inliabitants.* 

" From the earliest period of the woollen 
trade, until the latter end of the last century, 
or about the year 1780, very few, if any, mechani- 
cal improvements had been introduced ; "the various 
processes were carried on nearly in the same man- 
ner, but with greater or less skill, and were em- 
ployed upon materials more or less valuable. -{-The 
carding and spinning of wool, and the weaving and 
finishing of cloth, in the early part of the reign of 
George 3rd., were effected by the same kind of ma- 
chinery as in the reign of Edward 3rd., which, proba- 
bly, were similar to those of the ancient Romans, but 
more rnde in their construction. In an art which 



* la 1771, tlie price of fine white urges wu from 2i. 3d., to 3a. k 
raid, and common white front 22A., to 30d. Wool at tlib period wu, 
at Bridgewatn, fcma Gd. to 7d. per lb. m fleece ; about Glaatonbuiy, 9d. 
or lOd. ; in Glouceatenbire, 7d. to 9il. ; Cirenceiter, about 7d. ; and in 
DeroD and Cornwall, at a lower rate. 

t In 1770, a pack of 2401bt. of ibort wool, waa computed to employ 
69 peraoBi, per week, to manBtactnre it into dotb ; and a pack of large, 
long comUng wool, made into atufl^, serges, sagathiei, Ae^ employed 202 
perMUS a week, eicluaive of dyers. The some quantity could now be pro- 
tluced, by a similar nnmber of hands, in 2} daya, in the first instance, and 
a dimizuitioD of alMut i in the last case, makiag the difference leu than 
nught be imagined by those who are not acquainted with the manufac- 
tui* of fine doth." (Priealt lH/brmatioii.J 

"Notwithstanding the carding engine, the spinning frame, the gig 
or rairing macUne, the shearing machine, brushing machine, Ac. hate 
be«n mostly intradoeed dnce 1 790, it is the opinion of tome weU informed 
roannbctureis, that as many hands are at present required to produce the 
same qnantity of cloth as at the last mentioned epoch. This result, 
ao different from what might be expected, is ac^unted for by the fact, 
that a great deal more work i* now expended upon the cloth ; the appear- 
ance of which has been vastly improved." UeCiilIovh, p. I. p. 627. 
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*■ ^- bad seen so many centuries roll on without any 
1815. change, it did not appear possible to the manufac- 
turer that any improvement could be effected ; 
and had not the genius of Hargraves and Arkwright 
changed entirely the modes of carding and spinning 
cotton, the woollen manufacture would probably 
have remained at this day what it was in the ear- 
liest ages of civilized society."* 

An extensive manufacture of EstameDes, (ex- 
ported almost entirely to Spain, Portugal, and the 
Levant,) as well as a continuance of the serge trade 
with Holland and Flanders, was at this time carried 
on, in Tiverton, and "in 1790, there were 1000 
looms, 700 of which were in daily use ; and 200 
woolcomber8."-f 

A short period following 1 780, a great check 
was occasioned in the wool trade, in consequence 
" of the extraordinary increase of cotton manufac- 
ture, and the extent to which cotton articles then 
began to be substituted for those of wool ; and 
though it did not occasion any absolute decline, 
it no doubt contributed powerfully to check its 
progress.''^ The woollen trade, indeed, had made 
no very great advance for a number of years, as 



* fUeeii Oydep^ia, artiek, WoeOtn maa^aehtrej Machineiy 
GrM lued in TiTcrton by Mr. Wureii, ■ merchant, in 1780. 

t Ljson, page 507. 

i McCuUocfa, vol. I. page 6S2. 
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we find " that an average of six years, ending with *- **• 
1789, the annual official value of exports was isis. 
£3,544,160 a year ; being an increase of only 
about £540,000, on the amount exported in 1700."* 

In 1792, a manufactory was commenced by 
Messrs. Heatbfield, Dennis and Co., in Westexe, 
which was opened in 1 793, and originally intended 
for a cotton mill, as several children, both male 
and female, were sent to Sheffield, ( under the 
superintendance of a trust-worthy workman named 
James Davy,)'t' where Mr. Heatbfield had a mill, 
to familiarize them with the necessary operations ; 
and many bales of cotton were brought hither, 
with carding and spinning machinery, but from 
some cause, not apparent, a part of it was packed 
and returned to Sheffield, and the rest was never 
used. 

At this period a scale of labourers wages was 
arranged, ( under the direction of the liberty,) to 
be paid by the several mastei-s and employers, 
dated 11th June, 1793, according to the stile of 
manufacture, varying from IDs. for weaving, per 
piece of 47 yards, to 4s. l^d. a piece, measuring 
37i yards-t 

Worsted spinning was, shortly after the 



* McCulloch, ToL 1. page 622. 

t He ii DOW liring in one of Wtddron'i ilnu-liouMS. 

t See •ppendii. No. 23. 
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completion of this new factory, introduced into 
it, and a good deal of broad-cloth, then in great 
demand for Officers Uniforms, was made and dyed 
in Exeter; but the principal production was 
Sandfords, to supply the East India company, for 
which purpose contracts were entered into of fifteen 
years duration.* 

Thus we find that every exertion was used 
to support the woollen trade by the introduction 
of Tarious species of manufacture, which averted 
for a time, the threatened evil, and promised a 
restoration of former prosperity; but the French 
revolution, by closing the ports of Holland and 
Flanders agiunst us, extinguished the hope that 
remained. 

The introduction of a new manufactory, how- 
ever, kept the woollen trade in existence until 
1815, when the death of the managing partner, 
Mr. Armitage, which occurred on the 21st March, 
and an examination into the general accounts, lead- 
ing to a conclusion that the concern was not in a 
prosperous condition, the whole was abandoned, 
the stock and machinery were sold by auction, 
and the factory, in the course of that year, passed 
into Mr. Heathcoat's hands. 

The first mill erected on that part of the river 
Exe, opposite the Ham, was the one formerly 



* See note to page 153 of tU« Urtory. SMidfordi are ititt made at 
UaretOD, Wellingtoii at Mr. Foi'i factory, at Cnllompton fajr Mr. Upcolt, 
and other placet. 
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occupied by Mr. Rossiter, which stood on the A. a 
site of the original Pale-boase, and to supply it igis. 
with water, a leat was cut from the river, about 
half way from St. Peter's Church, to that at pre- 
sent existing ;* and when, subsequently, in 1677, 
other parties were desirous of obtaining water, 
they procured permission to erect a weir, on the 
site of the present * Head-weir,* agreeing to bring 
the stream, free of expense, to the original mill, 
in consideration of the proprietor abandoning his 
former right. The mill, of which we have pre- 
viously spoken, was projected in 1791, by Thomas 
Heathfield, esquire, of Nutwell, in the parish of 
Woodbui*y, and Nicholas Dennis, esquire, of 
Tiverton, on the breaking up of the Dutch trade 
in consequence of the French revolution, and forms 
the old part of the present building. Prior to its 
erection, there were several small Fulling mills 
on the leat, belonging to different owners, toge- 
ther with the adjacent land ; the north part 
of that, denominated 'The Ham,' was formerly 
attached to pale Barton,-f- and the south part, 
called Brays or Boyes Ham, was, at one period, 
in possession of Peter Blundell, being a part of 
bis benefaction for the support of the grammar 
School. These premises were, at length, vested 



■ Tliia LmI hu b«en filled np manj yean ; but it leptrated the 
loirer put of tlie Ham, uid kft whst wh tenned 'tkt IiUnd.' 

t A large farm formerly attached to the Cattle, belonging to the 
Lord of the Manor, aad comprehended the little, or Caitle park. It is 
DOIT in lome degree reduced, and bean the name of Caitle-barton. 
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*■ ^ in Messrs. Heathfield and Dennis, who levied a 
isi». fine, and conveyed them to Mr. Henry Dunsford, 
as their trustee during' the progress of their build- 
ing, in June 1792.* 

The first partnership deed was dated 2dth 
May, 1798, between Thomas Heathfield of Nutwell, 
esquire ; Joseph Wells of London, merchant, (also 
a partner io the Sheffield concern;) Nicholas Dennis, 
of Hverton, merchant ; William Jackson, junior, 
esquires, Cowley place ; Richard Lardner, esquire, 
Tiverton ; Samuel Young, esquire, Bedford square, 
London ; and Joseph Armitage, Tiverton, mer- 
chant, the seven gentlemen agreeing to carry 
on business under the firm of Heathfield, Dennis, 



* The original contract fbr the erecttoa of tUa Factory, with 
\miiun Cream, of Otter; St Haiy, mason, ia dated 30th September, 1791, 
Be engaged to build a Mill at 28i. per rood, of 272 feel, and if there wat 
an; d^ work, masoni were to be charged 14i. per week, and labouren 7>> 
On the lOth of October following, a contract was entered into with Edward 
Boyce, carpenter, who agreed to proTide oak or memel beams, joists, tic. 
at 2t. 3d. per cubic foot, including labour and nails, or in scantlings 
at Is. fid. per foot, and to chaise la. lOd. per da; for aoj extra work for 
carpenters,; and on the 13th of the sane month, Matthew Marshall, and 
Junes Beck, contracted for lathing and pUstering two coats at 2id. per 
;ard, and for rendering and plastering at 2td' per ;ard. By the first of 
theae contracts, it was stipulated, that the building should be finished b; 
the 1st of Jul; following ; but that tUa was scaicel; done appean h; a 
■abseqnent contract with William Green, dated the 17th August, 1792, 
by vrhich be agreed to slate the building for 7s. fid. per square. On 
the same day a contract was entered into with Joseph Howe, for glaiing 
the windows at 2f d. per foot, ( it is presumed for laboor only,) and on 
the 24th of AnguM, Oeo^ Johns, plumber, agreed for the lead work, 
at 28*. per Cwt. 

I hare entered thus into detail for the purpose of shewing the rate 
of labour fi% years iincc. 
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and Co., and the first six to advance a capital of 
£24,000, for " spinning wool, cotton, and flax." 
This firm continued to the 18th September, 1801, 
when a new deed was executed, and Mr. Dennis 
retiring out of the concern, several new partners 
were admitted, and the denomination of the firm 
was altered to Heathfield, Lardner, and Co. In 
1809, on the withdrawal of Mr. Lardner, the bu- 
siness was carried on under the firm of Heathfield 
and Co., in which state it continued until the death 
of Mr. Armitage.* 



* The oTigiiiBl factor;, called Hosiiler's rniUi, mentioned in page 
200, wai imall in extent and under the conduct of a different firm. In 
17GS a partnenhip wax entered into, for fourteen years, between William 
Smale, and John and Chacle* Baring, vbicli vax folloved bjr Denoia and 
Smale; Dennis and Hogg, (vho afterwardi took the name of Ballard 
■ad resided at Bideford-,) Demiia and Hatfield ; Baring, Gould, and 
Baring; and leatly, Jackson and Vicar;. It coniinned its operations 
until August 1817) when the business finally closed, and the fectorj ii 
now in the possession of Mr. Reathcoal. 

The notoriety gained b; one of the partners, /oAii HaffieU, as an accom- 
pUshed swindler, will juitiiy a few observations here, as the impositions 
he practised, and the injury sustained b; his partners in Tiverton, must 
render his name and adventures a subject of interest He was bom of 
bumble parent* at Mortrun, in Longdale, Cheshire, in 1799; and as he 
advanced in Ufe, his education must have been above his station, particu- 
larlf at that period. After some domestic depredations, be quitted his 
family, and sought employment as a rider to a linen draper in the north of 
England, and during hia excursions he became acquainted with a respecta- 
ble girl, who had been bred in a farmers family, but afterwards declared 
to be a natural daughter of Lord Robert Manners, a son of the Duke of 
Rutland, whom he married in 1777 or 1778, and received with her £1500. 
By this wife be bad three daughters, but having in the course of a few 
years squandered all their means, he deserted tiis family, and appeared iu 
London in 1 782. His wife did not long survive the state of destitution in 
which she was left, and HatSeld having contracted large debts, was plared 
D. d. 
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The factory thus changtog possessors, the sta- 
ple commodity was transferred from WooUen to 



In the Kings bendi prUon. HU nuniwri and addreu were peeullarlj engk 
glDg, he had a great command of language, and his appearance mw pre- 
powuing, whicli, added to more than ordinaty cleremeia, asaisted in the cont- 
mlnioii of many frauds ; and by inaposing on the credulity of a Clergyaan, 
Iw obtained hli icleaic, and in 17S4 or S, he followed hi» giaee the Dnk* 
of Rntland, (appi^ted Lord Lieutenant of iTeland,} to Dublin, when bs 
deicribed himaelf ai a scion of that noble House, which gained fbr Um 
eonaiderable oedlt ; hot after the expiration of about a month, hi* hone*, 
caniagei, and serranta not uakiog their appearance m announced t>y hin, 
and lieing unable to pay hit Inn bill, he wa> placed in the Uanhabea 
piiaon i bnt obtaining his rdeatc shortly after, he quitted Ireland. He 
■rrivcd at Scarborough in 1792. Here he alio repreaented himself *• a 
lelatiTe of the Rutland family, bnt again InToMng himself to a large amount, 
be took a sudden departnre for London, to wluch place he was followed, 
and lodged for a third time in confinement. His career was thua cheeked 
tot H years, at which time a Miss Nation, (daughter of a Hr. Nation, 
steward and land agent to Colonel Adand, then living at Piiton, with whom 
he, by some means became acquainted,) released him tram prison, and gate 
Um her hand in marriage. He retired with his wife to Dulvcrton, where 
die resided, and he bad the good Ibrtnne to connect binself with Hr. 
Dennis, in the woollen trade at Tiverton. In consequence of this new 
engagement, be removed with his family to a cottage at Washfield, about 
the middle of 1601, and hi* engaging manners and appearance, added to 
con^derable pretensioD*, and great suavity of deportment, obtained fbr 
Um influence among the respectable inhabitants of Tiverton, and thii 
bcantifhl and sequestered spot, •cteened him for a short time from the gaie 
of those most likely to detect hii former delinqnende*. Among hii 
Mtpected neig^boun, we* the Rev. T. Wood, Rector of WashSeld, wko 
extended to Hr. and Urs. Hatfield every consideration and V' n 'I n fTii 
Bwly In 1802, he (Hatfield) announced to hi* benefhctor, that he wai 
iboot to leave the neighbourhood, " well Hr. Wood," taid he, " If 
Oey wtU make a great man of me, they most ; I have been summoned to 
London." He departed probably In a tew hours after this interview, leaving 
Ua wUb and two infhnt children t>ehind ; liut having swindled hi* partneta 
and others out of large sums of money, be wa« made a bankrupt, separating 
Um from the rest of the firm. From Tiverton he visited other places, and 
ta July IB02, our hero, (trantformed into Colonel the Honorable 
Alexander Angnttoa Hope, broAer of the Earl of Hopetown, and member 
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Lace, tbe purchase of this valuable property being 
made by Mr. Heatbcoat of Loughborough. 



for Unlithsow.) airived at Keawick, where he formed an acquBiatanee with 
the celebnted " twaatj of Battermere," Uaiy RobinMD, wbom he mAer- 
wardi deceived into a marri^ under tbe name of Hope. Daring hii thort 
Kcidcnce in this neighbourhood, and previoiuly to bi* pretended marriage ai 
abore itated, be becanw acgiiainted with a Colonel More, an Iriih gentle, 
nwa of great reipeclabilitr, wbo, ( accompanied b; hia niece a youiig lad; 
of good fbrtnne, and great pertonal attraction!,) had been reiidlng at 
Ketwick aorae time. To tbi> ladf he paid bii addreaMi, and bii agreeable 
■aanneta, and pleating appearance, baring aoon placed him in the poaition 
of an accepted mitor, preparationi were made for tbe celebration of 
theiT nuptiali. Colonel More, however, tbinking it only rl^t be (hoold 
annonace to bU noble familj, the connexion he wat abont to fom, Hatfield 
pretended to write letters, and while awaiting antwer*, he propoied to 
emploj that time In a Tint to Lord Hopetown. 

At thit period it happened that Lady A accompanied by her friend 

Hin L , were paying tome *itila in Scotland, and doting ■ ihort 

aqjoum at tbe inn at Kinroaa, about the end of June tw beg^ning of July, 
(1B02) they met the- lubject of out memoir, and aMngnlari^in bia appear- 
ance. Induced them to enqiiiic bii name, wlien tbey were informed, be 
waa a Hr. Hope, who bad been lereral dayi resident tliere on a fiihing 

escorsion to Loch Leren. Lady A and her friend, from Scotland 

lunoved to Kciwick, where tbey arrifed in October, and almost Inme. 
diately after which, Colonel More requeitcd half an hotirs coovenation with 
them to enquire who and wbat this Hr. Hope waa, ai be had become hli 
niece, Mi« D'Areey's, accepted tnitor, and had boasted othisacqnaintaDca 

with Lady A , and hU Aape ^ ieiiiff aiU l» intndtuit kit bUmdtd triJt 

t» them tht foUmoing mmler, and that he had dined with her Ladyship at 

Kinross. As Lady A wholly denied any acquaintance with tU* 

gentleman, suspicioni were raited, and on an examination of his trunks, he 
waa found to be the celebrated impoitot Hatfield ; a warrant was issned 
for his apprehension by Sir Frederick Vane, on the clear proof of bis baring 
forged and received several franks as the member of Linlithgow, and be was 
committed to tbe rare of a constable. He however, found means of escape, 
aad took refuge on board a sloop at Raving.glaas, whence be proceeded la 
Ulveratone, and Chester, and having reached Bniltb in Brecknockshire, and 
sating bimseU' advertited in tbe paper, he made off irilbont the ceremony of 
a reckoning, and making his way to tbe Lamb and Hay, (in the vale of Healh, 
abont 1 7 a^lea from Swansea,} he was there taken, on the tOx December IWff, 
D. d. 2. 
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The history of Lace manufacture, occupies but 
a comparatively short period, in the annaU of 
British trade ; but its deficiency in antiquity, is, 
perhaps, miide up by the interest which has accom- 
panied it from its earliest dawn, through the variety 



and conveyed to London, wbere he wu lodged in TothiU field* bridewell. 
To thii place Mre. Hatfield, ( not btvinf beard of bii tnuriage witb Jfary 
of BiUltrmert,) accompanied by a bighly respectable Inhabibtnt of Tirerton, 
Mr. Salter, went to vidt him, after which she returned again t« Waabfield. 
On the 5th May 1803, thii arch impoitor, was brought to the office at 
Bow-atrcet, where be passed his final examination before Sir Richard Ford, 
preriona to his being sent into Cumberland, who informed him, "that as the 
charge respecting his not appearing to the Court of bankruptcy, (connected 
with TiTCrton) wai done away, he must now be made amenable for those 
offences, of which he stood arcoied in Cumberland, namely, foi^g 
and altering a bill of exchange, and for^ng a frank in the name of the 
honorable A. Hope, brother to Lord Hopetown, and on which charges he. 
Sir Ridiard Ford, was In poaaewion of the warrauU Issued against him by 
a magistrate of that county, under aathotity of which he would be sent 
thither." 

Hatfield requested to remain a abort time longer in London, aa he said 
it would not impede the enda of juKlce, which, with the content of Hr. 
Parkyer, who attended on the part of the Post Office, was acceded to, and 
be was remanded to Tothill-fiehls bridewelL 

" Hatfield appeared in good health and spirits ; waa very well dressed, 
in a black coat, white waistcoat, and white pantaloona, and bla hair dreaaed 
and powdered." 

Towards the end of the month he was removed to Carlisle, where be was 
tried on Monday ISth August, 1803. 

The govemment finding that tbe slrongesl e*idenee that could be produ- 
ced agiunst Hatfield «a* Mr. Quick of Tiverton, (who bad been principal 
derkand manager in Dennis's factory,) seut a special messenger for him, 
who arrived near 13 o'clock at night, and he was hurried off to Carliale. 
Mr. Quick vitited Hatfield in Jul, who on seeing him, exclaimed It was 
nil over with him, aa he was the only man that could swear to his hand- 
writing. In tbe courte of his defence he said, " whatever be my fate, 
1 nm content . it is the award of justice, impartially administered ; but I 
solemnly declare that I never intended to injure the persons whose names 
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of changes and chances that has marked its pro- 
g;re8S to the present time. 

At what period, and in what country this 
elegant material for dress was first wrought, can- 
not easily he determined. Mary de Medici, has 
the credit of its introduction into France, from 
Venice ; and some Refugees from Flanders are 
supposed to have been the authors of its existence 
in this country, who settled near Craufield, now 
a village on the confines of Bedfordshire, 
and Buckinghamshire. The first produce of their 
labours is said to be that which is c^ed Brussels 
point, the net-work being made by bone bobbins 
on a pillow, which contained the threads, while 
the pattern and sprigs were worked with a needle. 



hare i^peared In the pTOieeution ; thU I will maintain to the end of my 
Uk." NotwlthitaniUng thii pUuaible defence, the Jury retnmed a reidiet 
of Guilty, and Kntence wb> pawed on Mm by Baron Thompson. 

The gallowB was erected In an ialand formed by the rlrer Eden, on the 
north dde of Carlisle between the two bridges, and Hatfield expiated there 
hii Crimea on the 3rd September, 1B03. 

On approaching the place of execation, when the gallows became viuble, 
he eidaimed, " Oh ! a happy sight — I see it with pleasure ! " He was 
aaked by the Clergyman to give some psrticulars of hi* former life, but he 
declined doing so. Thus, disdpation in early life led him Into the practiee 
of decdt and crime ; the abilities with which, a good providence had en- 
dowed him, were naed to fkdlltate fraud, and imposition; and the means of 
raiaing himself above hit station in lift, and becoming «f oae and 
Tslne to society, guided him to the commission of Ticei, even blacker 
than those already ponrtrayed, and led to the termination of his life 
on the scaffold.* 

* A pMur*, fornieilr tb> ptvptitj at Ihli eilnordlnur irin, 1> nvw In poiMUtgn 
•a Mr*. Whlnir. of Wllisn, nur Tiunlon, oilh hli ouw, "J. HMfldH," InKribed 
M tht teck. 
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The principal scene of its operations was Bncklng- 
hamshire, Bedfordshire, and Northamptonshire, 
extending itself partially into some of the neigh- 
bouring counties. 

The number of persons engaged in this trade, 
at the height of its prosperity, is not easily ascer- 
tained ; but it was stated in a petition, presented 
to Queen Adelaide in 1830, that 120,000 persons 
were dependent on the pillow lace manufacture, 
who were now reduced to an extremely low rate 
of earnings, in consequence of the introduction of 
machine lace, and since that time, the number 
is considerably reduced. 

Mr. Stater, after speaking of an improved 
pattern of pillow-lace introduced about 1800, says, 
from that time to 1812 the improvement and con- 
sequent success was astonishing and unprecedented. 
At Honiton, in Devon, the manufacture of sprigs 
had reached a state of great perfection, so as to 
rival the best specimens of Brussels lace ; and 
during the late war, veils of this material were 
sold in London as high as iOO guineas. The opera- 
tion of machinery in the reduction of this trade, 
began now to shew itself, and in 1815 the broad 
laces were partially superseded by the new manu- 
facture, and pillow lace has since dwindled to 
nothing.* 



* " The bean^ ud dtupnen of the hbric," obtervee HeCnllodi, 
( VoL ]. page 661,) "fau not onlj deatrojed the old mannlactare of pillow 
Um in Uiii couitiy, but in Belgian and Fnnce alio. Intteid of nnugglinB 
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The process observed in the fabricatioa of 
this ancient and costly manafaetnre of thread and 
Bilk lace, was, originally, chiefly carried on in the 
north of France, Brabant, Flanders, and the Low 
Countries, and the value of Brussels and Valen- 
ciennes lace is well known. The manufacture thos 
produced, so greatly surpassed British production, 
and so extensive was the demand for foreign lace 
in these dominions, that an act of the legislature 
prohibited its importation. 

The introduction of machinery in a form to 
partially supersede hand labour, has long existed 
in England, and under a presumption that the 
imperfection of its construction was injurious to 
the cloth during the process of manufacture, by 
the 5th and 6th, Edward 6, c. 22. its use was 
prohibited ; so that the knitting or stocking frame 
was the first invention that successfully super- 
seded hand labour. 

In the reign of George 2nd., or about 150 
years after the introduction of this knitting ma- 
chine, many additions and improvements were 
attempted, and among them what was termed the 
" tickler machine," which guided by mere accident, 
was applied to the manufacture of lace. This 
attempt was succeeded by " a point net machine," 
an invention that was very nearly, but not entirely 
successful. Numerous efforts were afterwords 

French kee Into En^and, EnglUi lace ii roiy kqilr rnvfifiti lata 
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made, and in 1768, a Watch-maker named 
Hammond, applied the stocking frame to the manu- 
facture of lace ; and although his efforts were, 
to a certain extent, encouraging ; the want of speed, 
and accuracy of working, rendered this, with other 
plans, abortive. 

" Attempts were afterwards made, in different 
parts of the kingdom, to make fishing nets by 
machinery ; and a workman at length discovered, 
through accidentally seeing a child at play, the 
formation and operation of the bobbin and carriage, 
( now used in the bobbin-net machine,) which was 
first apptied to the manufacture of fishing nets. 
Notwithstanding this discovery, the ingenuity of 
the inventors was not equal to the application of 
it to a machine to make bobbin-net ; indeed so 
great was the difficulty, and so many abortive at- 
tempts were made, that the projectors were regarded 
as among those enthusiasts who sought to obtain 
perpetual motion." 

" At length in 1809,* a machine was comple- 
ted by Mr. Heathcoat, ( for which he took out 
a patent,) to make bobbin-net,-)- which had passed 
through the hands of no less than six of the most 
ingenious and indefatigable mechanics then known, 



■ The patent ii dated 22Dd March, 1809; the um of which 
Mr. Heathcoat TcttUned, in a great meaanre, until 18ZS ; ineviomlj to 
which licence! to taaiy toe* maeUnt$, had been granted, and there were 
Qunj hundredi in the trade. 

t Tht* machine wa* called " a bobbin-net frame, or machine." 
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whose labours had been in vain, though they had ** "* 
passed their lives in similar attempts."* isis- 

"The machine thus accomplished, (after forty 
years, of experiment in different parts of the king- 



* " Lace of machiae fiibricitioii wu kttempted fint upon the (toding 
frame by eye-let hoUog. 

The point net frame wai iaTcnted in the latter part of the I8th century, and 
the warp frame was adapted to mahlng lace In the early year* of thli century. 
Attempts had long been made to produce a twiit muh. Moore, Whittaher, 
Hood, Broirn, and others, had tried, some to make a knitted net, lome a 
platted net, tome a twisted net In the latter all had tUIed, not having 
produced any lemblance of a Bobbin net tniit machine. Brown's patent 
■pedfication prorea that hii fishing net machine, posiewed no claim to tUi 
title. Wken Mr. Uiethtoal dirSdtJ IKe warp thrradt and jntl liem en a 
team, apart from ft* Irattrte Ikread*, vMcIt lalttr kt uaaUt itp»t IMin 
hiUtu and arrangtd Ihem m u ihat t)uy tould pott oraiout oaJ amongtt 
Ike formrr Ae inttaled (*« iobbin net maeHine, this was in 1809. Morley, 
Lever, Sewell, Brown and others hare ingloriously modified and acted upon 
this principle of Brranging the threads, but they did not iuTcnt the bobbin 
net machine. Nevertheleu the adaptattons of this machine, patented by 
Hr. Healhcoat, and a host of others pretent tveit a hrHUant tritt of rniMi 
^ tit apptieation af MeeAonifal tUB, at art nmtnalled in tie kUterjf <f 
teieniyie invtntion. 

As Mr. Heatheoal's character now belongs very especially to TlTerton, 
and a* Ure ha* thonght proper to leare him out of his list of iDventors of 
the bobbin net machine, or rather by implication to deny htm that honor, 
1 give the following from the lips of Mr. Sewell, ( one of the ennmeiated 
inventon) after he had Inspected Brown's patent In 1836. "That if a 
machine to make nets, by the nte of bobbins, he a bobbin net macUne, 
Brown's may be called one; but that it posiesset nothing whatever to 
entitle it to be called a Bobbin net Lace or Ticiel machine, with the cicep- 
tion of the use of a thin bobbin inserted into a slit made in a piece of iron 
to receiTe it ; it does not possess any of the essential priaciple* of arrange- 
ments of the bobbin net twist lace machine, clsimed to have been invented 
by Mr. Heathcoat, the introduction of which, lie* at the foundation 
of what b called the Bobbin Net Lace trade. The twisting of the threads 
i* no where described in Brown's specificaUon ; nor is the maclune, a* 
■pedfied by him, calculated to accomplish ihi* purpose." 

W, FaLEiM " 
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dom,) was yet complex, aad slow in its movements, 
having 24 motions to the series for twisting the 
mesh, and four, for the pins to secure the twist 
from unravelling ; but before the expiration of the 
patent, it was simplified so as to require only six, 
with two motions to prevent the unravelment. 

It having thus taken years of application of 
both skill and invention, to make the first bobbin- 
net machine, it occupied twenty more to bring 
it to its present state of perfection ; and the vast 
amount of capital sunk during the latter period, 
is seen in the incontrovertible fact, that out of 
5,000 bobbin-net machines now (1833) employed 
in the English trade, the 3,500 first constructed, 
at a cost of £2,000,000 sterling, have, by improve- 
ments alone, been reduced to the value of £200,000, 
leaving a deficiency in the English trade of 
£l,800,000.t 

On the expiration of the patent before stated, 
** a temporary prosperity," says McCuUoch,* "shone 
upon the trade, and numerous individuals of all 
professions and states in life, readily embarked 
capital in so tempting a speculation ; prices fell 
in proportion as production increased," and various 
improvements having taken place in the manufac- 
ture, the demand became immense, and the earnings 



t A memofial addresMd, by the Heiehaut*, Muufactaren, &c. of 
the nik and cotton bobbin net tnde, to Uie CommiHiDDen of bit Hi^et^'i 
TreaiDiy, in 1833. 
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of workmen were quite extraordioary. The inha- 
bitants of Nottingham regard that period as a 
sort of golden age never equalled before or since. 
Dr. Ure remarks, that " it was no uncommon 
thing for an artizan to leave bis usual calling, 
and betaking himself to a lace-frame, (of which 
be was part proprietor,) realize by working on 
it, 20, 30, and even 40s. a day." Sucb prosperous 
times were too bright to last, and though persons, 
devoid of either mechanical genius or constructive 
powers, tormented themselves night and day to 
improve machinery, and restore if possible, former 
prosperity, these hopes were unavailing, and many 
sunk into despair. Time, however, remedied this 
evil, and bobbin net became a manufacture of great 
national importance. By Mr. Drinkwater,t (in his 
report of 1833,) it is remarked, after giving a list 
of machine holders, " that a very large proportion 
of these are proprietors of a single lace frame ; 
in this case the owner generally works it himself, 
and it is not uncommon to find one of these costly 
machines, which may have occasioned an outlay 
of £500, to £1000, within a house but little removed 
above the degree of a cottage ; but for the most 
part they are worked in the attics and upper 
stories of substantial houses, the lower parts of 
which are occupied as shops or lodging-houses."* 

t One of the Fsctoiy CmninunDnen. 

* It ms the Anthora intcntiDii to hkve here introduced lotne 
interaUng Statiatictl rcmarki on the luce trade, but a friend 
E. e. 2 
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^' ^' In some cases, where a greater or less Dumber 

IBIS, of bobbin net frames were possessed by one person, 
instead of working tbem under his own directions, 
they are let out, at a daily percentage, to middle 
men, called " machine holders ;" but the first fac- 
tory established to carry on the trade, was by Messrs. 
Heathcoat and Boden, at Loughborough, in which 
they appear to have had 56 machines. 

iBiG. The system of frame breaking which existed 

in the Counties of Nottingham, Derby, and Leices- 
ter for five or six years previously to 1816, under 
the name of " Luddite riots,"* naturally attracted 
not only public interest and attention, from the 
obscurity and injury resulting from them, but also 
the notice of government ; but of all their outrages, 
the attack and demolition of the machinery in 
Messrs. Heathcoat and Boden's^ factory, was by 
far the most serious, both as regards the damage 
sustained, and the manner in which it was 
accomplished. 



having kindly promiied some additional and inportaiit infomui^D, 
the; are reserrcd for the addenda at the end of the Woik. 

* TheM dutnrbance* bore the title of " Luddite lioti," from a penon 
named Ludd, a weaver reading at Anttey near Longhborougfa, irho being 
at titnei affteted in his nind, would, (under the inflncnce of Iheae attacka,) 
frequently break hii own frame, or injtire the property of othen If it 

X It wat called the "Loughbro' Job." 

t ETcry one of the machines were broken, (which by Mr. Botten't 
evidence amounted Id &6,) and the lace deatrojed, and he ettimated their 
lou at between 7 and £8000., bciidei the intermption of their buaioen. 
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Tbe disturbed state of tbat district, and the 
continued alarm occasioned by the "Luddites," 
rendering both life and property insecure, induced 
Mr. Heathcoat to purchase tbe factory at Tiverton, 
under the firm of Heathcoat, Boden, and Oliver, 
of Loughborough ; and after tbe violence com- 
mitted on their property as above slated, which 
occurred on tbe 28th June 1816, the remnant of 
the machinery was conveyed here, and, at a very 
considerable sacrifice, tbe property at Loughborough 
was abandoned.* 

At this period, the bobbin net frame was worked 
by hand, and it was not until three or four years 
afterf- that the rotary machines, or those driven 
by power, were invented. On the 20tb March, 
1822, the partnership above stated, was dissolved, 
and a part of the machinery taken to Barnstaple ; 
since which the business has been carried on under 
tbe firm of John Heathcoat and Co. 

In 1822 gas-works were erected, and a foundry, 
which has been superseded by tbe present iron 
foundry buildings, was established, the first casting 
in which took place April 6th, 1824. Many other 



* Some of Che fromeB were entirely broken ; othen only puiUUy 
injured, mi th« implements used to efftet thia woili of deitruction, were 
haramen (ud hmtdieta. Some of the beanu were cut through ; the whole 
of the lace on the macUnet wm deitrof ed, part of which wu burnt, and 
John Aiher, ( who i» at present in Mr. HeUhcoat's employ, having with 
olhen, accompanied him from Lou ghbomugh,) wu shot at tbe back of 
his head. 

t Water power was first applied to tbe factoi; at Tiverton, In 1818. 
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additions and alterations have from time to time 
taken place, and the buildings, for various pui*po8es, 
cover several acres of ground. 

In the descriptions tbat have already appeared 
of this interesting machinery, it has been found 
necessary to regard a whole distiict as one mann- 
factory, the entire system being incomplete at any 
one place ; but at Tiverton the whole processes 
are carried on, from the yam, to the fabrication 
of the most costly articles. 

The earliest stages of this manufacture, natu- 
rally comprehend the growth of silk and cotton, 
which are the produce of various countries ; and 
the small quantity of the latter used in the Tiverton 
factory is imported from Carolina, and some 
Islands south of the United States, and the last 
is known in the British markets as "Sea Island 
Cotton." This article is transported from Charles- 
ton to Liverpool ; conveyed to Manchester and 
its neighbourhood to be spun into yarn ; purchased 
from thence, and doubled, or made into cotton 
in the country. 

The chief article of consumption in the Tiverton 
factory consists of silk, which is obteiined from 
India, China, and Turkey, but principally from 
Spain, and the mountainous parts of France. The 
care, skill, and labour bestowed on the silk in its 
earlier stages, constitutes the entire difference in 
the quality of the material ; for which reason the 
I^edmotttese and French are considered the best. 
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and the remainder are nearlj equal. This process 
is the work of g^rls and yoang women in a bailding 
called a Filature,^ an edifice erected in a manner 
capable of admitting and promoting a regular car- 
rent of air, in order to dry the sillt quickly ; an 
operation essential to its brightness and nerve. 

As soon as the cocoons* are purchased, they 
are sorted and stoved for the purpose of killing 
the Chrysalides, and after the performance of this 
part of the process, (which required much care and 
experience,) the reeling, or drawing off the silk 
from the cocoons, commense, which may be des- 
cribed as follows. The reeler has before her a 
shallow basin of hot water, nearly boiling, fixed 
on the top of a small furnace, to preserve a regular 
temperatare. Into this is thrown two or three hands- 
full of cocoons ; they are then lightly brushed with a 
small wbisk made of fine twigs, so as to attach it to 



t Thia FilUnre, U need in Mr. HeUhcoU's world in Italj, it 
tii< own inTentlou. 

* The cue ronnd whidi Uie worm windi it* *Ulc, conUining the 
ChrTttliB. The 3»m»jfjr IfoH, ii well known m the moth produced hj the 
■ilk-wonn, vhidi, front thenlueof it* production, engaged much intereit 
and nttenQon tt an early period. Thia creatnre ii short tired, the female 
generaUjr dying u toon aa ahe hai depoaitcd her eggs, and the mate *ur- 
TiTcs but ■ short time after. China is believed to be the first conntr; that 
dlscorered the valoe of tiiis iniect, and tlie manufacture was introduced into 
England about the I4th century. Seiica was a name by which the Mace- 
donian Greeka designated the country which produced the nlk that came 
overland from the north of China ; and the Jtfnfion robti, spoken of l>y the 
Greek writera, were doubtlesi silken vettmentt, and it was probably used 
in Western Asia before it was known to Ike Greeka. The progress and 
principle waa, howercr, involved in obacuri^ nntU the alxth century. 
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all the ends of the cocoons within the basin. When 
this is accomplished, as many of the ends as are re- 
quired to make the silk of a proper size, are laid 



at which time it beeiune in general uk among the Romuii, Mtd wm mano- 
flKtured for tliem by tlie inhabitanti ot Tyre and Berytiu in Phoeiuda. The 
PeniaDa mODopoliied tlie raw material, and guarded it with so much jealoiu]', 
tliat tiaTCilert from China were not allowed to trarene their dominioni ; 
and the atoiy of two Ncatorian monks of Fenia, harins aupplied Justinian 
with the tilkwonns eggi conveyed in a reed, and hatched by Mm in a dung 
heap, has obtained general belief. 

The breed of silk-wonas in Enrope, wai, for ta centuries confined to the 
Creeks of the lower Empire. Id the twelfth century, it wa* transferred to 
Sicily, and in the thirteenth, the manufacture was Introduced into Italy, 
and tiareUed thence Into Spain, France, and England. 

Jame* lat. wna extremely loUdtoni to introduce the silk-worm into Eng- 
land, and an effort was made to do (o. The trial was again made in 1718, 
when an incorporated company obtained a lease of Chelsea-park, where mul- 
berry trees were eileotively planted, and buildings erected. In 1835, a 
third attempt was made in Ireland 1^ a body of speculators, who purchased 
a tract of land in the County of Cork, SO acres of which were planted with 
40O0 mulberry trees ; the experiment in each case, however, failed of 
■uccess, in consequence of the climate, as it appears necessary for the mul- 
herry trees to produce two crops of leaves, in the year, to make it aoawer. 
In British India this valuable production is fast extending, and is gradu- 
ally improving in quality. Ita increase may be judged by the following 
■tatiatical return made in 1839. 

India, lbs. of raw silk, 1,385,932. 

France, „ 1,018,901. 

China, „ 319,54!. 

Italy, „ 191,7«. 

TuAey, Syria, Egypt, and all other Countries..... 810,123. 
It is stated in Graham's India, that in the Deccan, mulbeny tree* may 
be deprived of th^ leaves dx times ayear, and dx cropa of worms obt^ned, 
and the whole exemplifies the flattering and gratifying result, tbat British 
India will, at no very diatant period, send a supply of the produce of 
the silk-worm to England, equal to ita consumption, which is at present 
stated at 5,000,000 Ibt of raw material a year. It is calculated that 
1 Slba. of cocoons are required (br one lb. of raw silk, . . 60,000,000 lbs. 

30,000 worms to one lb. of cocoons 1 B,000,003,000 worms. 

1 at. of eggs to lOOlbs. of cocoons, 600,000 o:t. of eggs. 
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together, the amount of which, in its raw state, ^ ^ 
contains a large portion t and the softness of its laie. 
nature occasions a ready adherence to each other, 
the thread receiring its compactness from a neces- 
sary pressure in passing through a twist between 
the basin and reel. 

The reeler holds the ends of the remaining 
cocoons in her left hand, keeping her right in 
readiness to supply any deficiency in the number 
due to the thread, which is frequently being taken 
up by the rotary motion of the reel. On tbis 
supply being kept up with promptness and dex- 
terity, depends the evenness of the silk.* 

When the skeins are removed from the reels, 
the general practice is to twist tbem up to prevent 
tbeir being rubbed in carriage. In this state, 
which is termed raw, it is packed in bales for 
exportation. 

On the arrival of this produce from Italy, 
France, &c., at the factory, the skeins are put on 
reels or swifts, from whence they are wound, 
for the purpose of being twisted or thrown, and 

100 Hm. of luvea Irom each tree, 9,600,000 trees. 

The tUk-ironn wM introdnced into St. Relent, nnder flie auipice* of the 
EMt Indim Company, tnd the clinute wm found to be well adapted to Ifae 
growth of the malbeny tiee, but on the expiration of thdi chaiter, the 
eitablishinent was abandoned. 

* The procew here described, is on a principle Invented bjr 
Hr. Heathcoat, and the retolt proves it to be one of interest and adrantage. 
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part of it, after being boiled or cleaned, as circum- 
stances require, is tranferred to the beam of the 
warping mill, and from thence to the warp, whilst 
another portion of it is wound into small brass bob- 
bins, which are placed in carriages or shuttles, and 
intended to produce the diagonal threads or weft 
of the net. These carriages, or shuttles, yrith their 
bobbins are rather thinner than the width of the 
mesh intended to be made, in some instances not 
exceeding one thirtieth of an inch. The bobbins 
are formed by two thin disks of bras8> about an 
inch and half in diameter, laid lace to face, leaving 
a sufficient space between them to contain from 50, 
to 100 yards of silk or thread. About 100 of these 
bobbins are filled at once, by a machine, and the 
sound of a bell informs the innder when the proper 
quantity has been supplied. 

The bobbins, thus prepared, are mounted in 
shuttles or carriages, composed of thin pieces of 
polished iron or brass, having their upper parts 
grooved to receive the bobbins, the latter are kept 
in their places, ( but allowed to turn in their bear- 
ings,) by the slight pressure of a steel spring 
against their edges.* 

About 2000 carriages or shuttles, forming a 
double row, are required for each machine, (which 



* " A DCt-mBchlDe ■(> IWr bean ut tntlogy to ■ comtnon loom that 
there are warp-thteads stretched in a paiallel layer, and weft-tlireadi wound 
on bobbins iThich pass between the warp-thieadi ; but bejond thli point 
the Mulogjr ii very sU^t indeed. In common mning, the wnp-thieadi 
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increase or diminish according to its widtb,) 
by their passing backwards and forwards through 
the warp threads, which receive at intervals a 
lateral movement, the two systems, or series of 
warp and bobbin threads, are twisted together to 
form the meshes, their size being determined by 
two rows of needles or points which take tbem up 
alternately, and the net is voudiI on a receiving 
roller. 

" In plain nets all the bobbins are moved simi- 
larly at one time ;* but in fancy work, some are 
stationary, while others pass between the warp- 
threads ; some are shifted laterally to the distance 
of two or three meshes, and the movement is to 
the right or left according to 'circumstances; the 
warp-threads also, instead of being divided into 
two parcels, as in plain net, are divided into 



tie hoiuontsl; here thej hc vertiML In tlie fonner cue, the bobbini 
arc only few in iiuiiiI>eT ; and in the latter they amoont to hundreds, and 
even fliinuanda. In the fonnec the bobbin or ihuttle paues betiveen and 
■monB the waip threads in the direction of the plane in which the warp 
lies ; in the latter it passes at right anglet to that direction. In the former 
ttkcre is onlj one weft-thread, or one bobbin or ibnttle, to many thousand 
warp-threadi ; in the latter, there are as many separate wefl-thteads and 
bobldns aa there are waip-tlireads. The weft-threads, wound on the bob- 
bins, are bstcned each at one end to tbe upper part of the machine t 
and the bobbins are suspended so as to hare a backward and forward 
motion between tbe warp-threada, like so many clock pendiiiun*, lieing 
guided between the warp-threads by a very curious piece of apparatus 
called a eemt." 

* " The carriage Is to the bobbin what the little boat of a shuttle 
is to the prist on which tbe weft-thread is wound. 
F. f. 2. 
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A- i>- several, each of which is BUficeptible of the lateral 
1816, movement independent of the others. It is by 
modificatioDS of these lateral movements, that the 
numerous varieties of lace are produced." 

The Jocquard apparatus, which takes its 
name from the inventor, a weaver at Lyons, has 
been introduced here about four years. The work- 
ing of this costly machine is influenced by a 
pentagonal bar, placed near the end of the bobbin^ 
net machine, which is pierced with as many holes 
as there are pins or levers above, over which a 
number of oblong pieces of card, connected by 
links, revolve, each piece of card, during Its rotary 
motion, resting by tarns on the 6at upper side 
of the pentagon. I*he8e cards are pierced with 
holes, varying in number and disposition accord- 
ing to the pattern. This process bears a strong 
analogy to the principle of a barrel organ, where 
the arrangement of the pins on the barrel determine 
the pipes that shall be sounded, by which means 
the tunes are varied, and the lace produced in this 
apparatus is of the most costly and beautiful 
description. 

The cotton used in the Tiverton factory, is 
procured chiefly from the Manchester markets, 
as before stated. 

After a piece of net has left the machine, 
it is sent to be mended by women and children at 
their own bouses ; and when returned, the cotton 
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nets nndergo the process of gassing or singing, for ^ d. 
the removal of the hair}* filameots from the cotton^ isis. 
It is then bleached,* again examined, and removed 
to the dressing room, where it is stretched in long 
lengths, and dressed, having been previously dipped 
in a preparation of size, and well wrung out. 
"While on the frame, it is rabbed with flannels, 
to equalize the action of the stifiening materials 
in different parts, and then left to dry in a warm 
room. It is to the nature of the solution used, 
that the lace owes its various degrees of stiffness." 
After the process of dressing the lace, whether of 
cotton or silk, it is removed to other rooms where it 
is cut into suitable ^dths. Narrow laces, com- 
monly called plaitings, are made in separate breadths 
with a lacing thread connecting them, so as to 
form an entire piece the width of the machine : 
after these pieces are bleached and dressed, the 
lacing threads are drawn out, the plaitings are 
folded, or carded, and when pressed are ready for 
sale. The narrower laces are hanked, or folded, 
each fold being about half a yard long, and six 
dozen yards are put on each hank; after which 
it is bound at the ends with paper and ticketed. 



t In Mme initancci tlie tliie«d is pused thiongfa a gsi Bunt, 
for a timilar pnrpOK, prerigiulj to the lace being raanufactured. 



* ir the net oi lace 1* to be black, it b dyed iuiCeod of 
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*• ^- These are tbe last stages previous to its transfer 
i»i6. to the London niarket.t 

As evidence of the facility, by which the 
transport of manufactures is effected, tbe following 
"Travels of a piece of Cotton lace" forms an inte- 
resting example. The cotton, in its raw state, (grown 
chiefly in Virginia, and on some Islands south of 
the United States, called Sea Islands,) is shipped 
at New Orleans, Charleston, and New York, and 
transported to Liverpool, where it is purchased by 
tbe spinner and conveyed to bis mills at Bolton, 
Berry, or some other place at Lancashire ; spun 
into yarn, and returned to the Manchester market 
for sale. From thence it is transmitted, by Liver- 
pool and Bristol to Tiverton, made into lace, and 
returned by Bristol and Liverpool to Glasgow, to be 
embroidered ; transported by Leith and London, 
back to Tiverton for bleaching and finishing ; after 
which it is returned to London for sale ; and in 
one instance, (probably in many) this travelled 
lace was sold to a bouse in Glasgow^ to supply 
an order for America, where it would re-appear, 
perhaps to decorate the house of the Planter or 
producer of the raw cotton. 



t For the pncdee of lace working u obtaiaed in Nottingbom aiid 
clieiTheTe, m« ptnnf Magaibte, part 21, ilamh 1843, ane wrin ,- it ia 
right, hawe*er to obiem, the lit. diagram in page 116, ii not correctly 
dcaaibed. The diagonal thread* tie round the upright one*, mitead of the 
levane. At TlTerton the whole proceaaet are carried on, that are, in the 
work here referred to, deacribed h being in liferent hands at NolUnghani. 
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The water wheel, by which the macbiaery is 
drireo, is one of the largest in England, being 25 
feet diameter, by 20 broad, and was erected in 
1826: in dry seasons it is assisted by a steam 
engine. 

Mr. Heathcoat provides dmly occupation to 
upwards of 1200 hands in his factory, and nearly as 
many at their own houses, in mending the lace 
and other incidental operations. The rate of wages 
varies among the men, from 9s. to 25s ; women, 
Ss. to 9s. or 10s ; and from Is. 6d. to 5s. children, 
who are not admitted until they have attuned the 
age of ten years, and able to read and write. 

On the 18th April, about midnight, a sudden 
and destructive fire broke out in St. Andrew street, 
which burnt with such rapidity that five houses 
were destroyed, and notbiug saved ; the poor inha- 
bitants narrowly escaping with their lives. 

May 7th. The foundation stone of Clare house 
was laid ; the land having previously formed part 
of the glebe allotted to Clare portion, and sold for 
the redemption of the land tax. 

Great depression existed in the agricultural 
districts at this period, and much distress prevailed. 
On the 6th Januai-y,* fat bacon in the Tiverton 
market, was 4d. per lb., and oats at Is. 9d. per 



* The avenge price of meat during tliii year, wu 5|d. per lb. uid 
wheat Si. m buihd. 
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A. a bushel. On the 16th, barley sold at 28. 9d. and beef 

1816. ^"^^ mutton was offered for 3d. per lb ; and on the 

13tb February some wheat was disposed of at the 

ruinous price of Ss. 6d. per bushel, and butter 

sold at a lower rate than was ever remembered. 

But it was not the agriculturist alone that 
had to struggle with distress and difficulty; the 
depression occasioned by the almost total failure 
of the woollen trade at Tiverton,* was another 
powerful cause of evil, and the poor rate, which 
was, a century back, about £15. a month, now 
required more than £500, or full 7s. in the pound.-f- 



■ It !■ ctleulated tbat the espente to this conntiy, of the Ute SS 

yean mi, woa £180(VM)O,600 ; and «■ a proof of (he itagnation in trade. 

then wu one dsjr in July, in which not a dngle entr; «m nude, 

dther of import or export, in the books of the Cnstom home In London. 

£. I. d. 

t In 16S6 the pooi rate for llTertott pariah, unonnted 306 

In 1671, 328 ID 

1682, *83 S lot 

16B5 604 11 8 

In Land tax, or nibnilr to King Jamea the Second,.. .. S9 9 6 

In 1698, the Land tax amomited to 1362 i S 

In 1699, the Poor rate for the year «aa oul; 410 11 H 

While the amount of Rate* and Taxei &0D1 Saater 1 78!, 1 2)84 ig o 
to 1783, waa J" 

! House in Town, 4440 
Field! aboat do. 954 
Kit Quarter 3302 
Clare ditto !! 78 
"ndcombe ditto 2891 
Prior* ditto, 2391 
Castle Barton 200 

Maldng a total of 16,346 

The plan of Aaaeaamcnt adopted in I7S4 was, for every £20. of grots nek 
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An arraDgement was also entered into, on the ^ ^• 
31st December, with Mr. Upcott> a woollen mann- laie. 
facturer of Ciillompton, to employ from 40 to 60 
weavers, belonging to Hverton parish, and as many 
spiDners as should require work, receiving from 
the parish £20. per annum. 

The summer and autumn, also proved unusu- 
ally wet, and much com was in consequence spoilt. 
The season was cold, and in some parts of 
England snow fell in July. 

On the 6th January, the Exe attained a greater i^'^- 
beigbt than had almost ever been remembered ; 
occasioniog considerable injury to the farmer and 
others, who came within the influence of the river. 

An account reached Tiverton on the 6th of 
November, of the lamented death of the Princess 
Charlotte of Wales ; and on the 19th, the day 
of her funeral, the solemnity observed, added to 
the dark and gloomy appearance of the day, spread 
a veil of mourning over all, while many a tear 
was shed for the loss of one who promised fair 
to shine in the annals of British history. There 
was service io the old Church at a quarter before 
seven, p. h. when an excellent Sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Perry Dicken. 

Early in January this year, a meeting was isis. 



rent a halfpennjr per week, neld* uid Overland*, three hrtluDgi ; and 
Bilatc* in general the Mine, making a total of £1172 17 
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held at the Guildhall, to consider oa the best 
mode of repairing Exebridge^ when a plan was 
produced and adopted^ on the report of the com- 
mittee. It was agreed to widen the bridge at an 
expense of £700, 300 of which was to be paid 
by the parish, 200 by the Exebridge trust, and 
200 was to be raised by subscription. In conse- 
quence of this arrangement, the first stone was laid 
by Mr. Follett, the oldest Feoffee of the Exebridge 
trust, in March 1818. 

On the 26th July, there was no serWce in 
St. Peter's Church; the only instance of the kind 
that had occurred within the memory of man. 
The trees also, which ornameat the east and west 
sides of the old Church yard, as well as those in 
the new, were, towards the latter part of this year, 
planted by Mr. Turner, one of the churchwardens. 

Notwithstanding the cold and generally incle- 
ment state of the weather, the quantity of eider 
made during the autumn of this season, was greater 
than had been the case for ten preceding years ; 
and Mr. Jarman, a respectable gentleman farmer 
then residing at Bickleigh, made between 400 
and 500 hogsheads, which averaged from 30s, 
to 35s. each. 

On the 17th of October, the large bouse in 
Fore street, built by B. Dickinson, esquire, 38 
years previously, was sold by the late proprietor, 
his grandson, for £4500, to Mr. Reeves, landlord 
of the Tuns, and Mr. Chaplin, cabinet maker. 



Digitized by Google 



BOOK I. GENERAL HISTORY. 

with a view of converting it into an Hotel ; but 
the speculation was abandoned.* 

On the 1st of July^ the lease of the work- 
house, ( held by the parish of Greenway's trustees,) 
expired on the death of Gideon Acland, and a 
new lease was granted for thirty-one years, at the 
former annual rent of £60. This property was after- 
wards purchased from the trustees, by the parish in 
1836, at the price of £1000. The old work-house 
was pulled down, and the present Union erected, 
the particulars of which will be §^ven hereafter. 

On the 22nd of October, a case was heard 
in the Town ball, before the magistrates of the 
liberty, for the purpose of ascertaining if the maker 
of malt, under the new act, was justified in keep- 
ing or sending away, a quantity of malt to prevent 
incurring the extra duty. The decision was that 
the whole quantity, amounting to 515 bushels, 
belonging to Mr. Richards, and 117 to Mr. Abraham, 
was forfeited, but the Crown consented to take 
double the duty, and restore the malt. 

The market tolls were let on the 29tb October, 
this year, to Mr. Sellick, landlord of the Phoenix 
Inn, at an advance of £122 per annum, for a 
term of seven years, to commence at Lady day 
1820, besides £8. land tax. For thirty years 
Mr. Beedle paid an annual rent of £30, and 



* The B*eng« price of wheU during thia jeH wu tbont Si. Id. per 
btuh«I, and meat about 5|d. 

G. B 2- 
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*■ ^ aftemrards £50. Mr. Brerton for four years £70, 
IB19. Mr. Cbtlcott for fourteen years £150, and Mr. 
Sellick, for seven years previous to the last letting, 
£160, which was now advanced to £282. 

It was agreed by the majority at a parish 
vestry, that St. Peter's Church should be new 
seated and repaired^ for which purpose £1200 was 
to be borrowed, and repaid in five years. The new 
pewing and alterations were commenced on the 
1st November, under the immediate superintendence 
of the churchwarden, Mr. Turner, and the work 
continued over the two succeeding years of 1820, 
and 1821. The flooring was levelled and thoroughly 
repaired ; all the old and dilapidated sittings, ex- 
cepting the pews belonging to the Lords of the 
Manor, were taken down, and newly erected with 
wainscot oak, on an uniform plan. The organ was 
removed to a new gallery erected to receive it, at 
the west end of the Church, that in which it had 
preiiously stood, being fitted up, at the expense of 
the Trustees, for the Charity school children, and 
a new gothic ceiling put in the centre aisle ; the 
cost of which, amounting to £1967, was de- 
frayed by the sale of some Church lands, and two 
Church rates. 

The first sittings removed were those from the 
vestry to the north door, comprehending the 
corporation seats, called the old twenty-four, which 
were under the north gallery. Below the last seat, 
then belonging to Mr. Salter, was discovered a 
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large coffin containing a number of bones, and very 
near the surface. 

On the 30tb, Slee's tomb was opened, to admit 
of an alteration in the steps at that place, and under 
the marble slab, several coffins were visible, the 
last of which was cramped with iron, and the gilt 
retained all the freshness of later days. In one 
of these receptacles for the dead, was a female 
figure in good preservation, with hair, which was 
described as auburn, 22 inches long. On the coffin 
were the initials M. H. ( Mary Hall,) and by the 
register it appears she was buried in January 1727, 
aged 72. 

A few yards to the west also, of the vestry 
door, on the supposed site of the £arl of Devon's 
chapel, was discovered a leaden coffin, in a state of 
decay, the shape of which was oblong, and narrower 
at the extremity, being 4 feet 2 inches in length, 
(in the clear,) 20 inches at the head, and 14 at 
the feet. When the vault was opened the skeleton 
was quite perfect, but although exposure to the air 
was very short, it fell immediately to pieces. On 
removing the panneling from the outer wall, in this 
direction, a variety of painted figures became visible ; 
they were however plastered over.* 



• On the 13Ui Norember * Stag, being doaely pres*ed by the 
honudi, fbond hi* wsy into Captain FergoMon'* guden in Peter itreet, 
much to the utoniahment of the inhabitants. 

On the 25th December, died Will ; Gammon, aged 102 yeara and 
tiz monthi. He bad been an inhabitant of Wnldron'a alnu-hotue for a 
considerable time. 
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Id consequence of the low price of provisions, 
it was ordered at a parish vestry held the 1st of 
February, that a deduction should be made in 
the allowance to each pauper. 

On the 1 St of March, an agreement was entered 
into for the survey of the parish, when Mr. Webber 
of Halbertoo> and Mr. Turner of Cadbury, were 
nominated surveyors, mth others for the town, 
at 2^ guineas per diem, with directions to report 
to Mr. Turner, churchwarden. 

The subject of a new rate appears to have 
occasioned considerable discussion in the parish ; 
and although many arrangements were made, it 
was as often upset ; a state of things which con- 
tinued to 28tb November 1822, when a rate of 
Is. 5d. in the pound was agreed to, being about 
equal to the old rate of 1296 weeks. This was also 
appealed against, and Mr. Heathcoat, whose factory 



t Tht oceurrencu ot ttdi jear ( IB20,) are intereitiiig in point of 
doU, Bnd are u foUona ; — 

January 2nd. The Sunday evening Lecture commenced ; on which 
occasion a lennon wu preached by the Rev. O. Richards, Corate of Prion 
portion, and Fellow of Kingi College. 

20th. So much snow fell, (hat it lay 13 inche* in the itreeti. 

21 at Thos: Osgood was tried at the sesnons for itenling models of 
machinery from the factory ; on which cha^ he was found guilty, and 
■entenced to three months imprisanment. 

April 10th. A fire broke out at Mr. Conrey'* com mill, (the property 
of Ht. Heathcoat,) which was burnt to the ground. 

May 1st. The largest pig ever seen at Tiverton, was shown weighing 
14561bs. 
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had beea original!; rated at £26 per anoum, was 
reduced to £6, and the first rate of Is. was finally 
ordered on the 16th February, 1825. 

At the coronation of George the Fourth, which 
took place on the 19th July, the shops were closed, 
and a cold collation spread in the School green 
at 38. 6d. per head, of which about 300 respectable 
persons partook. The bells rang, but there was 
little rejoicing among the lower orders, who ap- 
peared to reserve all demonstrations of loyalty until 
the 2l6t of August following, the day of Queen 
Caroline's funeral, when much display was made 
by the different societies in Tiverton, and some 
rioting and confusion was the consequence. 

The 23rd of June this year, is remembei-ed 
from the occurrence of a dreadful storm of thunder 
and lightning, accompanied by wind and rain, 
which occasioned considerable damage.* 

About this period, Mr. G. Cosway became 
the tenant of a small manufactory in Westexe, 
the property of Mr. Wotton, in which he has 
since successfully carried on a trade in blankets, 
blanketings, flannels, and serges, and the quality 
of the manufacture, has obtained for him consi- 
derable credit. He has at present about 83 
persons in employment, 40 of whom are weavers. 



* The foundatioD itone of Pitt panonage \a St. Andrew street, wu 
laid in Anguit, under the dlrectiou of the Bev. J. Spunray, rector 
of Pitt portion. 
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38 work in the mill, and 5 combers, besides finding 
occnpation for 6 engines, 3 carders, 3 scnbblers, 
3 billy's, 5 jenny's, and one fnlling stall. 

On the 21st of March, a severe contest com- 
menced between tbe Clergy and the parish, res- 
pecting the election of churchwardens ; the former 
baring nominated George Barne, esquire, accord- 
ing to usage, while the latter demanded tbe right 
of appointing Mr. Joseph Chilcott, and Mr. James 
Mnnday. A caveat was immediately entered against 
any other appointment, and legal steps were taken 
to support their claim ; on the 23rd of April, a 
parish vestry was held, and a committee named, 
to defend the rights of the parish. 

That law and general usage will justify the 
Rectors in the nomination of tbeir own church- 
warden, will admit of no doubt ; but the Clergy 
refused to join in law proceedings, and the parish 
have since this peiiod, had tbe nomination of both. 

On tbe 16th of September, tbe factory people 
assembled to meet Mr. Heathcoat on his return 
from France ; and on the 20tb following, he gave 
an excellent dinner in tbe factory yard, consisting 
of beef, mutton, pork, baked and boiled puddings, 
&c., with beer, ale, and cider, to a number of bis 
work people, amounting to upwards of 1600. A 
procession was formed, accompanied by flags, 
bands, &c. which perambulated tbe town ; and 
the day passed with order and hilarity. 
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On the 23rd. September, the materials of the ^ ^• 
large brick-house in Fore Street, formerly in the 1823. 
possession of B. B. Dickinson, esquire of Knights- 
hays, were sold In lots and pulled down by the 
respective purchasers. 

On the 29th March, a melancholy accident ]g2i. 
occurred to John Perrain, only nine years of age, 
son of John and Mary Perram, whose death was 
occasioned by a fall from the battlements of the 
tower of St. Peter's church in this town, to whose 
memory a tomb-stone has been erected in the 
churchyard of St. George's chapel, against the east 
wall of the church. 

It was agreed, on the 11th August, to con- 
tinue the payment of £25. per annum to Mr. 
Upcott of Cullompton, who undertook the employ- 
ment of as many poor weavers and spinners 
belonging to Tiverton parish, as required work. 

At a meeting held on the 28th November, 
it was resolved that a house belonging to Mr. 
Bryant, adjoining the town hall, should be removed, 
and the space occupied by it thrown into St. George's 
churchyard. Towards the close of the year the 
opinion of Mr. Swabey was taken, as to whether 
the power of exercising a right over the ground 
in question rested with the Rectors, or the Parish, 
by whom it was decided that it was vested in the 
latter^ and they accordingly, entered into an ar- 
rangement the year following, to have some vaults 
made of two sizes for the purpose of selling, the 
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A. D. larger for tenr guineas, and the smaller for eight. 

1B26. The general £lection which occurred in Oc- 

tober of this year, was an occasion of another 
trial of power on the part of the inhabitants to 
exercise the privilege of voting in the return of 
their representatives, acting on a f»>nviction that 
the charter of 1724, had provided them with the 
power of doing so.* Accordingly Messrs. Heath 
and Kennedy, two London barristers, issued an 
addi'ess, offering themselves as Candidates for the 
representation of the Borough ; and the evening 
previous to the day of election, Mr. Kennedy 
arrived in Hverton, and was welcomed by several 
of bis friends and supporters, by whom he was on 
the following morning escorted to the Guildhall. 
Previously to their ariival, the Corporation, with 
the two former members. Lord Sandon and Mr. 
Ryder, had taken their places around the table, 
and from ancient custom no persons being admit- 
ted within the partition, it was sometime before 
a seat could be procured by Mr. Kennedy, which 
was at length obtained in the petty Jury box. 
The writ having been read by the Town Clerk, 
an attempt was made to propose Mr. Kennedy 
as a proper candidate for the representation, which 
was declared by the Mayor to be informal, and the 
votes of the Corporation being taken seriatim, a 
similar attempt was again made, which was nega- 
tived by the former members being declared 

* See Note page 91, and page 97, ct ■«!■ 
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duly elected. On leaving the Guildhall, the 
unsuccessful candidate addressed a large concourse 
of persons from the raised pavement on Angel- 
hill, and although a petition against the return 
was threatened, no further steps were adopted. 

Several alterations bad taken place within 
the Old and New Churches during the last three 
years ; viz. 25th February, the seats belonging to 
Sir Henry Carew, baronet, were finished, and his 
coat of arms carved thereon ; the portion occupied 
by other parts of the family having been completed 
a short time previously. The singing loft in St. 
George's chapel was altered, and the ceiling and 
lead of the roof repaired. 

During the summer of this year also, the 
porch adjoining Greenway's chapel was removed 
and rebuilt, three new windows were put in, the 
roof properly repaired, and the door made wider. 
The last window was glazed 27th January, 1827. 
On the 27th July, a new ceiling was ordered to 
be put over the South aisle, according to a plan 
produced by Mr. Hedgeland. 

During the course of the period from 1819, 
to the present time, when the alterations in St. 
Peter's church commenced, several boards, indica- 
tive of the benefactions which hud been made to 
the poor of Tiverton from 1370 to 1808, were 
removed and have never been replaced. Some of 
them are under the belfry, others in the library 
over the vestry, and it is to be feared a portion 
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A- D- of tbem have been destroyed. Tbis is much to 
]828. be deplored, as a place might have been foand 
where such interesting records could have reposed 
in safety. 

On May the 7th, the garden ground, South of 

1B29. St. George's chapel, the property of B. B. Dickinson, 

esquire, was ordered to be purchased by the parish 

at a cost of £S00, to be paid by instalments with 

interest, and the space be added to the churchyard. 

Arrangements were also made on the 2od. 
September, to lower the foot path on the north 
side of Gold street, from the Cross-keys to Lowman 
bridge, and to widen the road, which would effect 
considerable improvement in the highway, and 
produce great accommodation to the public. 

An order of vestry was recorded this year 
to ascertain what sum the parishes of Washfield 
and Stoodleigh would contribute towards the erec- 
tion of a good and substantial bridge across the 
stream at Swine-water, which separates the parishes 
of Tiverton and Washfield ; and a proposal was 
made that they should pay one half of any future 
repairs. 

In consequence of the great inconvenience 
experienced by the inhabitants and travellers from 
the position of the old market, ( which was in 
common parlance called a shamble and pannier 
market, and arranged on each side of the Fore 
street,) it was determined at a public assembly of 
the inhabitants, to apply for an Act of Parliament 
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to authorize the removal of it, which bill received the 
Royal assent lOtb J une 1825 ; and a meeting of the 
parties, empowered to carry into effect an act passed 
the 6th, George 4tb., entitled "an Act for removing 
the markets held within the town of Tiverton, and 
providing a market place within the said town, 
and regulating and munUuning the said markets/* 
was held on the 6th July of that year. In 
furtherance of this object, at a meeting held 
21st January, 1829, arrangements were made for 
the purchase of the necessary houses and lands, 
consisting of Mr. Haydon's premises in Fore street, 
at £2000 ; Mr. Marder's garden and stables settled 
by a Jury at £350; Mr. Kicbards's garden, court, 
slaughter-house, and stable at £200 ; Mr. Dunsford's 
garden at £150; Mr. Boase's garden at £100; 
Mr.Collard's garden at £120 ; Mr. Charles Warren's 
premises in Hampton street, at £600 ; a part of 
Mr. Lamotte's garden at £300 ; and the Bowling 
green at £495 ; making a total, with the surveyors 
charge of £51. 4s. 7d. of £4366. 4s. 7d. and the 
whole plan was carried into effect at a cost 
of £8392. That part of the market appropriated 
to the sale of meat, fish, poultry, vegetables, fruit &c. 
was opened 8th June 1830, and the cattle portion 
on the 14th June 1831 . The first tolls were collected 
on the 12th November 1830; and Mr. Payne 
rented the market for a year at £600, and £100 
in addition in lieu of rates and taxes. 

The means of carrying this desirable object 
into effect, was raised by shares at £50 each. 
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one of wbicb was to be aanaalty discbarged with 
interest, until the amount borrowed be liquidated ; 
after which the proceeds of the market will be for 
the use of the Market Trust ; the present Proprietors 
agreeing to pay them yearly £218. Ids. and £31. 
ds. (being an eighth,) to the Charitable Com- 
missioners as an equivalent for the old tolls. 

The early part of this year, it was deemed 
advisable by the principal gentlemen of Tiverton, 
to erect public ball, reading, and billiard rooms, 
sufficient for the wants and convenience of tbe 
town, the expense of which was to be defrayed 
by a certain number of shares. To promote this 
object, some gentlemen, deputed by the subscri- 
bers, attended a meeting of tbe market-committee on 
the 2nd March, having previously ascertained 
that tbe Commissioners were ready to dispose of 
tbe premises at tbe entrance of the market ; by 
whom it was finally arranged that tbe etubscribers 
to tbe New Rooms, were to erect entrance gates 
from Fore street to enclose -the market, and pay 
a further sum of £25, and £1. 2s. 5d. annually as 
a chantry rent, due to B. B. Dickinson esquire ; 
and tbe cost of tbe present public rooms a- 
mounted to about £3000. Mr. Heathcoat is at 
present tbe sole proprietor of this property, having 
purchased it of the Share holders in 1843. 

A resolution was passed at a parish meeting 
held on the Ist. September to address Mr. Dickinson, 
requesting him to supply the parish with an abstract 
of his title to the garden in St. Andrew street. 
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purchased by them 7th May, 1829. At a subse- *• ^• 
quent period,* application was made at a parish issi. 
vestry, on behalf of Mr. Dickinson, for payment 
of interest dae to him, for the purchase of the 
garden in St. Andrew street, which led to a reso- 
lution, that when the title was produced, the demand 
should be complied with : notwithstanding this 
arrangement, at a parish meeting held on the 3rd 
July, 1833, it was proposed and carried, that no 
contract or agreement with B. B. Dickinson, es- 
quire, ( for the purchase of the garden in question,) 
appearing on the parish books, and no abstract 
of title to the same having been delivered, it was 
determined to abandon the treaty. An amendment 
was proposed to the effect, that the contract en- 
tered into ought, in justice, to be completed as 
soon as possible, which was lost on a show of 
hands. 

The general election that took place in April 
this year, was the last which occurred in Tiverton 
before the passing of the Reform bill, and it was 
attended, as might be expected, with more than 
usual excitement. On this occasion Mr. Ryder 
and Mr. Percival were returned as representatives 
of the Borough, the corporation declining to 
re-elect Lord Sandon, on account of bis having 
expressed opinions which they considered adverse 
to their interests. On the opening of the town-hall, 
the crowd rushed in, and the election was conducted 

• On the 2001 of 3mt, 1832. 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL MEMOIRS OF TIVERTON. 

amid considerable riot and disorder. The church- 
wardens refused to allow the bells to be rung, 
and in the evening the effigies of both Members 
were paraded round the town, and afterwards 
burnt in Fore street. The members did not give 
their election dinner as usual, but presented the 
proprietors of the Subscription rooms with three 
beautiful Chandeliers. 

In conscqueuce of the reduced price of lace, 
and the low rate at which other manufacturers were 
working their machinery, Mr. Heathcoat came to 
the resolution about the end of September, of 
making a reduction in the wages of the lace workers, 
and notice was given to that effect. The announce- 
ment, however, produced considerable sensation, 
and an effort wm made to avert it by a general 
strike on Monday 3rd October, and for the three 
succeeding weeks they remained in idleness, assem- 
bling every morning and evening at the top of 
Exeter hill, to consult and arrange the mode of 
proceeding, from whence they returned in regular 
procession to the town. In addition to the reduc- 
tion of wages, the work people also complained 
of a Mr. Benjamin Wood, one of Mr. Heathcoat's 
managers, who had rendered himself unpopular, 
and an impression existed among them that bis 
advice had, in some degree, been the means of regu- 
lating the conduct pursued towards them. Several 
attempts were made by the magistrates to effect 
a settlement of the question, but without avail ; 
and Mr. Heathcoat having reason to fear, that 
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acts of violence would be resorted to, went himself * 
to Lord Ebrington, tbe Vice- Lieutenant of the 
County^ to acquaint him of the excited slate of 
his workmen, and to urge bis adoption of sucli 
measures as might be most likely to secure the 
peace and safety of the town. In consequence of 
an affidavit having been made by the parish officers, 
tbe authorities had sworn in a number of special 
constables previously to bis lordship's arrival, who 
hastened to the spot, and every precaution was 
taken that appeared at the moment necessary. On 
tbe workmen becoming acquainted with these judi- 
cious proceedings, and infuriated by their distrrased 
condition, all their funds being nearly, if not 
entirely exhausted,* they determined, on Monday 
24th October, on attacking Mr. Wood's house, 
and selecting tbe opportunity when Lord Ebrington 
bad quitted Tiverton for Stoodleigh, the mob 
assembled in large numbers, with effigies and 
torches, and proceeding to the Leat where he 
resided, ( but who prudently with his family, bad 
secured his retreat to the factory,) after burn- 
ing the figures before tbe door, they proceeded 
to acts of violence, and having with stones and 
other missiles broken the windows and thereby 
effected an entrance, they destroyed every part of 
the furniture, much of which was thrown into the 
leat, and having searched in vain for Mr. Wood, 



* 67 tbe MagbtntM diredioni, the OTcraeen « 
on Monda; 24th October, in relieriag the irorfcmeD'i 
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*• °- the mob retired, and by degrees separated to their 
1831. respective babitations. This nnraly conduct lasted 
some time, daring wbicb no combined plan of resist- 
ance appears to have been organized, and althoug;h 
some individuals of tbe corporation, and others, 
exerted themselves to prevent this outrage, the 
work of destruction was completed before effectaal 
aid was supplied. Considerable energy was after- 
wards used, and the town patroled by special con- 
stables during the nigbt. On the following morning 
an express was sent for tbe Yeomanry, who mth 
Lieutenant Colonel Buller arrived in the evening.-f' 
and all further excesses were prevented. Several 
of the participators in this outrage were taken, 
committed to Exeter gaol, and at the following 
assizes sentenced to be imprisoned for various 
periods. In the mean time, all hopes of arrange- 
ment being at an end, Mr. Heathcoat was on the 
point of employing other people under protection 
of the military, when an offer was made on the 
part of the workmen to take the average price 
of labour as paid in similar factories. This offer 
was readily accepted, and a competent person 
was named by Mr. Heathcoat, and a second by the 
workuien ; while the town authorities appointed 
two others to act as umpires, if the former 
should disagree. This depntation visited Barn- 
staple, Taunton, Chard, Nottingham, Chesterfield, 



t The TivcrtoD troop of Fint Devoii YeomaorT, receired an 
order to lorn out sbont KTcn a. m., and were mooDted and panded 
Is the Worin by ten o'clock. 



Digitized by Google 



BOOK I. OENBSAL HISTORY. 244 

Derby, Loughborough, Leicester, and Tewkesbury, a. d. 
from wheace they gained all the information in ^^j, 
their power, and drew up a table shewing the 
average price of labour at the various places named. 
This document was laid before the public on their 
return home, but as the reduction on most descrip- 
tions of work was considerably below the former 
proposal made by Mr. Heathcoat, it failed to pro- 
duce satisfaction among the meq, who were, how- 
ever, bound to abide by it. Thus peace was 
restored, and the factory became again the scene 
of active industry. 

A parish vestry was held on Monday 26th. 
December, for the purpose of conferring with the 
Commissioners of the Turnpike trust, " on the 
sabject of the roads from the Dolphin Inn, to 
Waldron's alms-houses, situated in Wellbrooke, 
and from the eastern end of Broad lane, to the 
extremity of the building in Westexe, such roads 
not having been heretofore repaired by the parish, 
and which the surveyors of the highways now 
called on them to do.§ A committee was formed, 
to whom powers were granted, in the event of 
their not coming to any satisfactory arrangement 
with the commissioners, to take council's opinion 
thereon, and submit the same to a future vestry 
meeting. In compliance with this decision, and 
the parties not agreeing, the opinion of Mr. Coleridge 



i Piom tli« Tccoids of pariah > 
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was taken, wlio decided that the commissioners 
under the paving act, were liable to the repair of 
the roads in question, they therefore joined with 
the Trustees of the turnpike in forming and widen- 
ing the road from Pinkstone's corner, to the end 
of Shillands, and adopting that as the future en- 
trance from Barnstaple and Southmolton. 

On the 4th January 1832, a committee was 
appointed, consisting of Mr. J. Wood, Mr. J.Bame, 
and Mr. llendell, to confer with Mr. Daniel on 
the subject of Custom wood near Core, a property 
in which the poor of Tiverton have a claim ;% and 
in this conference all parties evinced the most 
ready co-operation, and anxious desire for the 
adoption of any measures likely to produce a per- 
manent benefit to them, with justice to the 
other interests concerned in it, but it is by legis- 
lative enactment alone that any permanent arrange- 
ment can be made, so as to give security to all parties. 
In November 1835, a committee was appointed 
consisting of five Rate-payers, to enquire into the 
extent of right vested in the poor, as regarded 
Bickleigh* and Custom wood, "and what impedi- 
ments exist to making that property more beneficial 

; Sec Chtiitiei, book 3, onder the head 'Cuttom Wood.' 

• There li mnother irood called Ciuton Wood neu BicUrigh, 
beloaging to Sir Walter Carew, orer which the poor have no contionl 
whatever, although in IB39, a large qnanti^ of coppice wa* cut and 
<«rried away, bj tone of the poor of Tirertan under a prcnunptiOD, 
from the limilarity of the name, that luch a right belonged to them ; 



Digitized by Google 



BOOK I. OBNBRAL HISTORY. 34) 

to them,"'f' with directions to correspond with the a- 
charity, and poor law coinmissioners on the subject, 
bat nothing conld be done towards advancing the 
settlement of the qnestion. 

On the Ist. March this year. Lord John '" 
Russell introduced into the House of Commons a 
bill purporting to reform the representation of the 
United Kingdom, which after much debate was 
defeated, and a new parliament assembled on the 
14th of June. Shortly after the reform bill was 
again proposed in the following session, with a 
similar result, and on the 9th of May Lord Grey's 
administration retired from office. Their secession 
however, was of short duration; on the 18th 
following they resumed their places, the bill was 
again introduced, and this legislative enactment 
received the Itoyal assent on the 7tb of June. A 
subject, involving as it did, such a variety of 
opinions, necessarily led to frequent disturbaaces ; 
a settlement of this important question therefore, 
produced an anxious desire among all parties that 
tranquillity should be restored, for although many 
of the inhabitants disagreed in the general result, 
still it ought to be the practice and principle of 
every Loyal subject to assist in carrying out the 
approved acts of the legislature. This appeared to 
be the predominant feeling generally throughout 

thej were, howerer, made tenable of their error, and no furtlier 
csceue* bare been committed. 

t See meetlagt of pariih vectriet. 
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A. n. tiie Town> and the leading members of the corpora- 
1832 '''^'^ joined in a requisition to the mayor, Mr. Thomas 
Cosway, which was numerously signed by the inha- 
bitants, to convene a public meeting at the 
Gaildhali, which took place about the 18th of 
Jane, when it was resolred to commemorate 
the event by a Reform festival, and a commit- 
tee was appointed to collect subscriptioas and 
carry the wishes of the meeting into effect. Up- 
wards of £300 was raised in a few days, which 
was disposed of in providing a substantial dinner 
for the labouring classes, and such was the 
arrangement that numerous poor persons, un- 
able to attend, had provisions and a smalt sum of 
money conveyed to their houses, guided by a wish 
that all should partake of the good cheer provided 
by the benevolence of others. This occurred on 
Thursday 28th June, and the day was ushered in by 
the ringing of bells, cannons firing, &c. In the 
forenoon a procession was formed consisting uf the 
several benefit Societies ^th their flags ; the work- 
men at the factory, accompanied by lace banners ; 
the school children two and two, who after 
perambulating the principal streets returned to the 
market house, where tfaey did ample justice to 
the haudsome and substantial fare prepared for 
them. About 1000 persons assembled on this 
occasion, and grace baring been said, all hands 
were soon engaged in disposing of the excellent 
repast that had been liberally provided. In the 
evening a variety of amusements were exhibited in 



Digitized by Google 



BOOK I. GENERAL HISTORY. 249 

Fore street, and both parties united in an anxious *• ^■ 
desire to be released from tbat state of agitation ibss. 
and excitement which had so long existed, displaying 
their better feelings in carrying out the day free 
from strife and animosity^ and when the midnight 
watch was set, it threw the cloak of oblivion over 
the past, and all retired in peace and order 
to their respective homes. 

The first return tinder the Reform bill took 
place in December, 1832, on which occasion ( as 
well as on all subsequent elections,) commodious 
hustings were erected in the open space near St. 
Peter's churchyard, and Mr. Heathcoat and Mr. 
Kennedy were returned by a majority of votes, 
the constituency at that time numbering about 480. 

Having mentioned the subject of a consider- 
able disturbance among the factory workmen in 
1831, and that much animosity was exhibited 
against Mr. Benjamin Wood, one of Mr. Heath- 
coat's principal clerks, I should here state tbat 
he made a claim on the parish for remuneration, 
in consequence of the injury he had sustained io 
the destruction of his furniture. The paving com- 
missioners to whom the matter was referred, 
acting under a belief that they were not subject 
to such an impost, appointed a committee, and 
directed them to procure Councirs opinion there- 
on, and if such opinion justified the commissioners 
in resisting the demand, they were to defend any 
law proceedings instituted agunst'them. A sub- 
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sequent meeting was, hovever, held on the 22nd 
February, at which it was considered desirabte to 
enter into a compromise on the subject, and £52. 
12s. was paid out of the liberty rate, to prevent 
the parish from being involved in an expensive 
lawsuit. 

In March 1832, gas lamps were lighted for 
the first time in the town, which had been pre- 
viously arranged at a meeting of the Paving 
Commissioners ; and the account for new posts, gas 
lanthorns, iron frames, &c., amounting to £159. 
Is. was ordered to be paid. In a short time after, 
the principal shops adopted a similar advantage. 
The gas works were first erected in 1822,* under 
the superintendance of a Mr. Ikin, but being at 
that period on too limited a scale, they were after- 
wards enlarged. In 1831 a company was formed 
for lighting the town with gas, commencing with 
a capital of £1100 in 110 shares of £10 each, and 
an agreement was entered into between them and 
Mr. Heatbcoat, for the necessary supply of gas 
at a stipulated price. The original sum charged 
to the public was 15s. per 1000 feet ; a few years 
after it was reduced to 12s. 6d; in 1839 to lis. 
3d ; in 1843 to 10s, and there is every probability, 
in consequence of the increased facilities of pro- 
curing Coal, that another reduction will soon be 
made. The public lamps have been at different 



• Sm page M*. book I 
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periods increased, and a considerable extension 
of them is required at the present time. The 
refuse of the gas house, (the coke, which it 
is generally difficult to dispose of,) is used either 
in the foundry, or in some of the factory fires ; 
and the gas tar, after being converted into pitch, 
is formed into asphaltic slabs for flooring and 
other purposes, and a good example of it may 
be observed in the British and Foreign schools. 

On the Idtb March at a parish vestry it was 
resolved " that the present mode of setting, letting 
and otherwise appropriating church seats is Illegal, 
and that from and after Easter 1833, the same 
shall be discontinued." 

"That in order to prevent unnecessary con- 
fusion, the present occupiers of seats shall continue 
to enjoy the same, free of all charges whatsoever, 
and in case any persons shall be in possession of 
more sittings than is necessaiy for the accummoda- 
tion of themselves and families, the churchwardens 
shall allot them, and other vacant sittings, accord- 
ing to station &c."* 

An amendment was moved to the effect that 
no alteration should take place, but as the law 
appeared sufficiently clear on the subject, the 
motion was negatived without a division. 

A meeting was called the following year,-^ 
however, for the purpose of re-considering the 



• See pariih vestiy 

t Sqitember ilh, 1833. 
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foregoing arrangement respecting "the allotment 
of seats in St. Peter's Church, by wbicb the 
parish lose nearly £200 a year, wbicb sam baa 
been invariably applied in aid of the church rate 
since the year 1662,^ (and time out of mind 
before that period)", when it was resolved that 



X The foUowing resolutiona were pused at a meetiiig of the 
PariahLoners in 1662, and ii at present placed orer the door of die 
betfty, but woi formerlj agidnit the organ loft. 

" The Customea of the tonne and pariah of Tiverton, u the; have been 
deliTcred time out of mind, and conBrmed bjr the pariahionera of the said 
parish, at a publique meeting foi sale of seats the fint da; of Noremher, 
I6GZ, 01 fbUorreth. 

Imprimis. That whoeyer shall break the ground in the church tat a 
bnr]4ng-plaee, shall pa; to the churdnrardeos Gvc shillings for the 
nse of the church. 

Item. That all the seata in the parish's hand shall be published 
in the church three times, three scTersI da;s before the fla; of tale, 
which da; is pablid; to be made knowne in the Church. 

Item. That all seat* pnt to sale shall be openl; sold b; the Chordi- 
wardens at the tombe-stone where the best prolerer shall be heard. 

Item. That whosoerer shall ba; a teat as afbresaid, shall eqjo; 
the same fbr their life, the; liveing in the said patiah. 

Item. That the parQr whose life the seat is held b; it the proper 
owner, and not the partie yt shall contract for ;• tame when tield 
b; another life. 

Item. That if an; who hath the seat for his or her life shall depart 
out of our said parish, and be an inhabitant elsewhere one ;ear and 
a da;, hit or her seat ia forfeited, and the Church-wardens may put 
the same to sale ag^, Vnlesa the partie lie numsn7ed or rated to 
the poor of out parish, fbr such ma; keep their seats notwithstanding. 

Item. That a man deceaung baring a wife, and have one or more 

seats in the church, she shall eqjo; what teate the shall choose of 

her huibaud's during her life, if she be a parishioner, or rated 
to the poor. 
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as such a plan was "a breach of faith with 
those who purchased their life interest, and a 
greater evil to those who attend St. George's 
chapel, and dissenters, that the principle of free 
sittings should be abandoned, and the sittings 
let as usual." This resolution could not be car- 
ried into effect, although several attempts were 
made, as the law was decidedly adverse to the 
order of vestry in this case ; those therefore 
who refused to comply with the demand could 
not be compelled to do soj and for many years 
past the attempt has not been repeated. 

The early part of this year a considerable 
contest took place respecting the Organist's salary, 
and after considerable discussion, at various meet- 
ings, it was finally resolved " that from and after 
Michaelmas 1833, no salary was to be paid either 
by the parish, or from the church rate, but that 
the meeting earnestly recommend the same to 
be raised by subscription,"^ a practice that has 
been continued up to the present day. 

On the 22nd March, an arrangement was 
entered into by the parish respecting apprentices, 
and the following scheme adopted; viz.. 



Item. That a womui can claim but one teat by her huaband, 
though t>he may have had more than one husband. 

Item. That any penon haTing a Mat in our Church may yield it 
into the pariah, and tlie Churchwardena may lell the aame, and tlie 
partie is to have halCe the ntoney." 
" Samuel Foote, and John Batly were Churchwardent." 
i See pariah veatiy meetings. 

K. k. 2. 
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"The fine for refusing to take an appren- 
tice being fixed by law at £10, that sum is 
follotred as the amoant of inconvenience in im- 
posing a parish apprentice. 

Farms, Fields^ and Tithes. Every £100 of year- 
ly value, to take one apprentice. 

Every £50 and under £100, to take one appren- 
tice, and to receive a contribution of 2s. in the 
pound from smaller tenements, with which it may 
be classed to make up £100 value. 

Farms and Fields under £50 yearly value, to 
contribute and not take an apprentice except willing 
to do so, on receiving a contribution of £5 only 
from other properties. Farms to take a second ap- 
prentice when the number of children shall exceed 
one for each £100, and so on. 

Houses. Every dwelling house or other build- 
ing of the value of £7, and under £14, to be 
liable to take half an apprentice, or contribnte 
£5 to any occupier under £14 rated value, taking 
an apprentice. 

Every dwelling house, &c. not being a farm 
honse, value £14 and not exceeding £30, one 
apprentice. 

Every £20 above the first £30, one apprentice. 

No lodger to take an apprentice, and only 
one to be bound to the same person in each year. 

All persons refusing to abide by this scheme 
to take an apprentice." 

At a later period, in consequence of some 
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informalities in tlie distribution of apprentices, a ^- ^■ 
Buccessfnl appeal was made against the preceding- 1B33. 
arrangement, and the practice of binding out poor 
children has been since abandoned. 

A resolution was also made on the 3rd. July 
" that in future, any parishioner requiring per- 
mission to break ground in either the Church 
or Chapel yards of this parish, for the purpose 
of building walled graves, vaults, or caves, shall 
pay to tlie churchwardens the undermentioned 
fees, to be applied in aid of the Church rate. 

£. «. d. 

For making a vault to contain | 

4 persons abreast, j 

3 — ditto, 3 3 

2 — ditto, 2 2 

I — ditto, I 1 0* 

A walled or boarded grave.".. 10 

By the report of a committee, appointed at 
a meeting of the parish, held 2dth January, 1832, 



* A board, conUinliig th« folloiring scale of chaTgei, is at pKKQt 
under the bdtrj, and I find from Domford's Hiitory that it was fonnerijr 
fronting the chmncd^dooi. 

I7S3. 
"Hartin Dnnifbitl and John Baker, nardeni. 

£. t. d. 

For every ■panth burial 16 

For every day labourer, or person in a club 3 8 

For every gentleman and tradesman, or master of bo^eM, 9 

For every perwn buried in a vault, 5 

For every vault dng in the diurch-fard, and for the ' 



rery vault dng in the diurch-yard, and for the 1 , , . 
burial iudUBve, j " 

*° I 2 6 



For the burial of a child, viz. from an ioAmt 
\i yeara of age. 
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A D. and produced the February followiag, it was 
1833. remarked amongst the various items of public 
expenditure, that the sura paid for keeping the 
Fire Engines in repair, (which had amounted during 
the past year to £101. 12s. 8d. and for the five pre- 
ceding years to an average of £50. annually, the 
whole of which bad been paid by the church- 
wardens out of the church rate,) was to be regarded 
as a considerable tax on the parish ; and as no 
portion of it had been borne by the different fire 
offices, whom they considered ought to bear the 
largest share of the burthen, it was recommended 
that application should be made to the respective 
offices for some contribution towards the mainte- 
nance and use of these engines. In consequence 
of this report, letters were addressed to the different 
fire offices, and the answers produced at a vestry 
meeting held the 17th May, on which occasion a list 
was ordered to be drawn up, of the different offices 
with whom insurances were effected in the town and 
parish, distinguishing those who bad refused to con- 
ti-ibute ; and such list to be submitted to the in- 
habitants of the parish for their consideration. 

In compliance with this recommendation, on 
the 4th June 1832, a meeting was convened by 
the mayor, William Dickinson esquire, ( in pur- 



Ringing and tolling the bell one hour to be bduded 1 

ID the BboTC charge*, bat to pkj for eveiy hour V 

more, and to in proportion, J 

Ever; grave to be fire feet deep, bat if an; pawm chooKi 1 . 



it deeper, to pa; per foot eitrBordinaiT, . 
icnon desiring and he 
i pa; eitraordinar;, . 



Ever; penon desiring and having the minnte bell toDcd, \ . 
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suance of a requisition,) " to take into consideration a., u. 
the present state of the fire engines, and of adopting 1834. 
measures for the management and repairs thereof," 
which vaa attended by most of the respectable in- 
habitants of the town ; on which occasion it was 
"resolved that the following resolutions be adopted 
and immediately acted upon." 

" 1st. That in consequence of the great Fire 
which happened on the 5th of June 1731, by which 
298 bouses were burnt down, and vast quantities 
of other property destroyed, an Act of Parliament 
was passed, intitled "An Act to prevent dangers 
from Fire in the town of Tiverton;" which, 
amongst other provisions, authorised the purchase 
of Fire Engines, and the making of rates for that 
and other purposes therein set forth." 

" 2nd. That it is not less important at the present 
time than it was 100 years since that the Fire 
Engines should be provided and kept in good re- 
pair, so as to be available and effective for extin- 
guishing any Fire which may break out, and to 
prevent its spreading so as to destroy or endanger 
the whole town, as was the case when there were 
no Engines to check its progress." 

*' 3rd. That in order to provide a Fund for repair- 
ing, proving, and working the Engines, a Subscrip- 
tion be made upon a scale of or in proportion to 
the parochial assessments upon houses, buildings, 
and other combustible property, in the town and 
parish of Tiverton, with such modifications as may 
be found neccessary." 
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A. D. « 4th. That any persons who shall refuse or neg- 
183*. lect to pay to this fund in the aforesaid proportion, 
except such (if any) as the committee after-men- 
tioned shall think proper, shall not be considered 
to have any claim upon or right to the use and 
benefit of the Engines in case of an accident by fire." 

" 5th. That the Offices which effect assurances 
against damage by fire, provide Engines in many 
towns of less importance than Tiverton, and that, 
as those Offices are more interested in the speedy 
extinguishing of fii-e than any individual inhabitant, 
in proportion to the number and amount of the 
insurances effi;cted by them, it is reasonable that 
such Offices should either provide Engines in 
Tiverton or contribute to this fund." 

"6th. That a Committee be appointed to carry 
these resolutions into effect ; who are authorised 
to cause the present Engine to be repaired ; to 
ascertain and determine what rate or subscription 
( upon the scale of the parochial rates ) will be 
required to defray the expense for one year, and 
to cause such rate or subscription to be collected ; 
to apply to the several Fire Offices or their agents, 
requesting them either to provide Engines, or con- 
tribute to the expenses of those belonging to the 
town ; with full power, in conjunction with the 
agents of such Fire Offices as may contribute 
towards this fund, to appoint one or more person 
or persons to have the command and controul of 
the Engines, and also proper people to work the 
same ; and to order and determine all other 



Digitized byGoO^lc 



BOOK I. GENERAL HISTORY. 258 

matters relative to the repairing, managing, and *■ °- 
working the Engines for the ensuing year." i834. 

" 7th. That in order to indemnify and save 
harmless the said Committee, all parties present 
at this meeting do engage to pay tlieir share of 
such expenses as may be incnrred for one year, 
according to the scale aforesaid." 

" 8th. That the (^mmittee consist of the gentle- 
men now present :* any five of whom shall be 
competent to act." 

" Resolved, that a Case be stated for the 
opinion of some Counsel, to ascertain whether 
under the powers of the Tiverton Fire Act a Rate 
can be made upon the inhabitants of the town, to 
defray the expenses of buying, keeping, and repair- 
ing the Fire Engines, as mentioned iu the Act ; 
that such case be so stated by Mr. Partridge and 
Mr. Wood ; and that the expenses attending the 
same be defrayed in the same manner as the ex- 
penses of putting the Engines in repair ; and 
also to ascertain whether, if the Rate can only 
be made by the Governor, Deputy Governor, and 
Guardians of the Poor, that body could be again 
brought into operation, so as to carry into effect 
the powers of the before-mentioned Act." 

In conformity with the second resolution, a 
case was drawn up and submitted to Mr. Sergeant 
Merewether, for his opinion thereon, who gave the 
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following judgment; that "any provision merely 
for the benefit of an inditridual may be renounced 
by the person for whose benefit it was intended ; 
and a charter granted to a corporation may be 
abandoned by the whole body ; but an act of par- 
liament passed for a public purpose cannot be re- 
pealed or defeated by dissuetade j he was therefore 
of opinion that the Hospital act of 1698* is still 
in force and might be carried into effect, parti- 
cularly as it was for a long time acted upon, and 
the object of it has since 1769 been effected by 
other means, so as to render the provisions of it 
unnecessary." 

*' He considered that the goremor, deputy 
governor, and guardians of the poor might make 
any necessary rate for buying and repairing fire 
engines as the Mayor and Justice might think 
necessary ; and when the occasion occurs, may 
make a rate to recompense the owners of any 
houses for damage done to them under the autho- 
rity of that act." He was further of opinion that " if 
the Mayor and Justice, or two Capital Burgesses, 
acting under the fire-act so as to direct any bouse 
to be damaged, they were, be thought, bound also 
to act fully under it, and make a rate to re-im- 
burse the owaer."t la conclusion he recommended 
that every endeavour should be used by the in- 
habitants to settle these matters by themselves, 

* See appendix, No. 14. 

t See DOte page IS7, b«ok 1. 
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to avoid all doubtful litigation, and " generally to *■ °- 
act upon the provisions of the Fire act and not 1834. 
in the irregular mode of allowing those expenses 
to be paid out of the Church rates." 

(Signed) Henry Alworth Merewetker, 

Chancery Lane. 
January 13, 1834. 

On the llth March an opinion was drawn up is3j. 
for the consideration of Mr. Coldridge, by order 
of the trustees, to ascertain whether the market 
was liable to the payment of poor rates, whose 
opinion was, that as the proceeds were applied to 
charitable purposes, they were not subject to such 
an impost. The parish remaining dissatisfied, how- 
ever, with this decision, on the 23rd of September 
following, directed that a case should be drawn 
by Mr. Barnes of Exeter, and submitted to the 
judgment of Sir William Follett, who fully coin- 
cided in the opinion previously delivered by Mr. 
Coldridge. It was subsequently proposed that a 
petition should be presented to parliament, and 
that a committee, then appointed, should use every 
endeavour to induce other parishes similarly circum- 
stanced, to do the same, praying for some ameliora- 
tion in the law regarding such cases ; and farther 
to wait on the market trustees and propose their 
paying £10. per book instead of £14, which was 
of course refused, and the subject dropped. 

In the course of June the Municipal reform 
bill passed the two houses of parliament, and the 
L. ]. 2. 
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A- ^- firet election in Tiverton under the new act occur- 
t833, red 25th December. 

The New poor Laws were also brought into 
operation, and were first acted on at Tiverton the 
30th November. The Union comprehends 27 par- 
ishes, and the Board of Guardians assemble at 
'Hverton eveiy Tuesday, to regulate the necessary 
business connected with the poor of the parish. 
The cost of the present building amounted to £8800, 
the money for which purpose was borrowed, to be 
repaid by annual instalments. The building was 
commenced in 1837, and first occupied at Michael- 
mas 1838. 

On the 17th February, at a parish meeting, 
it was decided to make application for the conse- 
cration of the ground near St. George's chapel, 
which had been cleared and occupied by vaults* 
1836. in 1825, and to procure plans for the alteration 
of the two galleries in the said chapel, with a view 
of giving further accommodation to the public: 
it was also decided, that an appeal should be 
made to Mrs. Peard's trustees, for (he surplus in- 
terest on her benefaction, who refused to comply 
with the request ; and in March following it was 
resolved to prepare a copy of the late Mrs. Peard's 
will and deed of settlement, and submit it to the 
Commissioners of Public Charities for their judg- 
ment. The funds of this charity have been re- 
tained by the trustees, and disposed of according 



* See p«gt: 231. book 1. 
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to their own judgment, in compliance with the direc- 
tions contained in the will and deed of settlement. 

In consequence of the long and meritorious 
services of Mr. Samuel Clarke, who filled the office 
as governor of the workhouse for 47 years, it was 
resolved; at a parish meeting held on the Slst of 
March, that the sum of £30 per annum should 
be allowed him for the remainder of his life ; 
but as this arrangement was found to be illegal, 
a sum of money was in consequence collected and 
an annuity of £20 per annum purchased for him ; 
and as a surplus still remained, it was agreed to 
place that at his own disposal. 

On the 25th January the Improvement Com- 
missioners granted the trustees of the Independent 
meeting bouse, permission to remove the steps on 
Angel hill, leading from Peter street to Exebridge, 
which was executed at a cost of £39. Zs. 4d., the 
commissioners undertaking to complete the road 
and foot-path for a portion of the way, and to 
take all the available materials. On this being 
completed, the present Independent school and 
dwelling bouse adjoining were erected. Tlie land 
on which these buildings stand, ( late the property 
of Mr. Venman,) was purchased for £515 ; the cost 
of building the school and fittings up amounted to 
£668. IBs. 3d. and the dwelling house £790. I6g. 8d. 
making a total, (including £2210, the original out- 
lay for building the chapel,)* of £4184. Us. lid. 

* The chapel wu conunenced in 1B29, and completed the followiiig 



Digitized by Google 



263 HISTORICAL MEMOIRS OF TIVERTON. 

A- !>■ On the 8tb August a committee vras appointed, 

1838. at a meeting of the Paving Commissioners, for the 
purpose of ascertaining} "what the average ex- 
penditure had been for the repair of the streets, 
&c., which was found to be, as nearly as could be 
calculated, £150 per annum : the length of the 
streets to be repaired being 2 miles, 5 furlongs, 
and 27^ perches, without including the bridge- 
boundaries, which is under the controu) of the 
Surveyor appointed by the Liberty. 

1839. On the 4th February Messrs. Watkins and 
Williams, the contractors for the repair of the 
streets, lanes^ &c., witbin the town of Hverton, 
were directed in pursuance of the 19th Section 
of the 34th George 3rd., C. 52, " to search for, 
cut, dig, gather, get, and take away any gravel, 
stone, sand, or other materials, out of a certain 
waste or common, called or known by the name 
of Custom-wood, in the parish of THverton, for 
paving, amending or improving, and keeping in 
repair the carriage ways, and foot ways of the 
streets, lanes, passages, and places, or any part 
thereof, in the town of Tiverton." In pursuance 
of this act, the contractors have been in the habit 
of digging and drawing stone from Custom-wood, 
and still continue to do so, when required, on appli- 
cation to the commissioners of the Paving trust. 

In November 1834, a subject was discussed 
as to whether the right rested with the parish of 
repairing *' a part of a certain highway called Fea- 
therbed lane, leading from Uplowman to Bampton," 
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which after coDsiderable discussioD was decided a. d. 
to form no part of the "nverton parish road, con- j^j, 
sequently they refrained from taking; any measures 
respecting it. 

On the 26th April the following year, the 
subject was agmn brought under the consideration 
of the Vestry, and a proposal made that the way- 
wardens should take the said road under their 
charge, and repair it forthwith, applying to Hunts- 
bam parish for any contribution they might think 
proper to give. The question remmned undecided 
until the 22nd August, 1839, when the vestry 
came to a final resolution that the parish of liver- 
ton had nothing to do with the said lane. 

The obelisk was erected in the course of this i840. 
year on Angel-hill. The arrangements were made 
by a committee appointed at a public meeting, 
and the object was effected by subscription, at a 
charge of seventy pounds. 

In consequence of a provision in the tithe isn. 
commutation bill, which passed into a law in 1837, 
rendering it imperative to have a survey of every 
parish, it was agreed on the I4tb February, that 
the tender of Messrs. Williams, Reed, and St. Aubyn, 
of Hay Ladock in Cornwall, be accepted under 
the condition they should provide " one accurate se- 
cond class Map and book of reference of such parts 
of the parish of which the owners have no maps, 
&c., at 3d. per statute acre. To revise and average 
all correct maps existing, so as to form one com- 
plete map, at 2d. per acre; and to add all the 
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houses, buildiDgs, gardens, streets, &c., for £25. 
The map to be drawn on a required scale of 3 chains 
to an inch, and the whole to be completed in seven 
months. Any number of these maps &c., to be 
supplied at one halfpenny per acre each copy." 

On the I4th June a meeting was held at the 
Townhall, to take into consideration the subject 
above mentioned, and as the contractors there named 
had not complied with the terms of their agreement, 
the meeting came to the resolution of rejecting 
the teader, and declared their original treaty vnth 
Messrs. Williams, Reed, and St. Aubyn, to be 
wholly at an end. The subject being again open to 
competition, Mr. William Richards, land surveyor 
of Tiverton* made a fresh tender, which was ac- 
cepted by the meeting, on behalf of the parish, in 
terms as follows ; — " To measure and map the town 
and parish of Tiverton, on first class principles, on 
a scale of 3 chains to an inch, and to make three 
fair copies of such maps, and the book of reference 
of the entire parish, at 6d. per acre. To make a 
distinct map of the town as included in a circle 
half a mile distant from Coggan's-well in Fore 
street, of one chain to the inch, for the sum of £35. 
To complete the whole of the measuring and one 
map within ten months from the time of signing 
the contract, and to finish the remainder within 
two months after." The contract was signed by 
Mr. Richards, on the 13th July 1841 : the survey 
commenced the 26th February following, and the 
whole of this undertaking has been completed in 
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a manner that reflects great credit on the con- a. d. 
tractor, who appears to huve spared neither trou- 
ble or expense in the execution.* 

In 1841, very extensive alterations were com- 
menced in St. George's chapel, under the direction 
of Mrs. Peard's trustees, and the following plan was 
adopted at a meeting held 29th January ; viz. — that 
the pews in the body of the church, the pulpit, and 
reading desk be taken down, and rising seats erected 
adjoining the North and South walls for the Na- 
tional school children, and poor persons. To reduce 
the middle aisle from eight feet nine inches, to 
five feet five, by which one sitting on each side 
will be gained, and to alter the present unusually 
wide seats six inches each, leaving room for 21 
pews to be erected on either side instead of 17. 
By this arrangement 74 sittings will be gained in 
the centre part of the church, and the rising seats 
agmnst the North and South wall, will provide 
120 sittings in addition to those the children bad 
previously occupied in the middle aisle. 

The whole of this plan was carried into effect, 
with the addition of alterations in the gallery, and 
a new vestry, at a cost of about £310 ; this snm 
which was borrowed, will be paid with interest, 
in about ten or twelve years, by the increased rent 

* Tbe commitdonera Khwd to MWfit the general nap of the 
pariah containing tl>e fire poitioni, and re^nired thiec mapa of each portion 
aepaiatel;, which the parl«h baa auppUed. 
H. m. 
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A- D- of the new sittiogs, which are charged at from 2s. 
1842. to tOs. each. 

On this occasion the roof underwent a thorough 
repair, and the ceilings and pillars in the side aisles 
were raised so as to afford increased ventilation, 
and considerable improvement was effected; the 
expenses attending which, amounting to about 
£1500, were defrayed by Mrs. Peard*s trustees out 
of the interest arising from her benefection, which 
expressly provided for the repair of the roof. 

To enable these improvements and alterations 
to be carried into effect, the service in St. George's 
church was suspended from the ISth August 1841, 
to May 15th 1842, and this deficieucy was supplied 
by services being held at St. Peter's, four times 
each Sunday ; at nine o'clock, and half-past one for 
St. George's chapel, and eleven, aod half-past three 
for St. Peter's church, leaving the lecture at the 
usual hour. 

In the course of this year also, a considerable 
improvement was effected in the parish road at 
Craze-Lowman, which, from its bad, and in some 
respects dangerous state had long required atten- 
tion. A bridge of two arches was built over the 
river at the expense of the chief proprietor of the 
neighbourhood, I. F. Gwynne esquire, by whom it 
is to be kept in repair, and the remainder of the 
road was raised and widened, the whole expense of 
this improvement amounting to £258. 8s. 3d. 

1811. The Bristol and Exeter rail-road was opened 
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for public traffic on the Ist May, and the Tiverton *• ''• 
Road station is erected at Park farm, distant about lu*. 
five miles from the town. The survey which was 
made by this Company,* comprehended a branch 
to Tiverton, which it is hoped and believed will 
be carried into effect either dnring this or the 
next year. 

On Wednesday the I3th November, the Exe 
rose to a greater height than had been remembered 
since 1809; and in a house in Westexe where the 
progress of the water was particularly remarked, it 
rose twenty-two inches higher than it had done since 
that period. The rail road, near the first wooden 
bridge was so much injured that passengers were 
obliged to leave the train at Stoke Canon^ and pro- 
ceed by other convejrances to Exeter ; and at Cow- 



* Thi« Company held thdr Brat neeting at Bristol 3nd Jul; 1S3G, 
{ irhich «u only six neeliB sRer the act had pasied, and eight months from 
the first projection of this important and extensive undertaking,) at which a 
report RBs produced stating that within this brief period, a line of 7& miles 
had been surveyed, together with a branch of five miles to Tiverton. It 
speared olio that the original intention of the projectors was to open the 
branch from Bristol to Taunton, and ftvm Cullompton to Eietcr, in the first 
instance, leaving the intervening space a longer time for eiccution. 
The report also stated that the expenditure in surveys, Sic, to that period 
amounted to £25347. 15s. Id., including the expense of procuring the act 
of parliament; and the eapit»l iraa to consist of £15,000 shares at £2. lOs. 
per share. 

It is geneRmy calculated that the expeou attending the formation of this 
B<^ Road trout Bristol to Exeter, exclusive of the Tunnel, was from 12 to 
£14,000 per mile. The White-ball tunnel is imagined to have cost about 
£5G a yard ; and as its extent is five eights of a mile, the expenditure on 
that portion of the Unc, must have been about £50,000. It is now con- 
sidered, from the great experience and improvement in lunneliDg, that the 
tame might be effected for nearly one fifth less. 
M. m. 2. 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL MBH0IR3 07 TIVERTON. 

ley bridge the water ran two feet over the rail. 
The interruption, however, was of short duraUon, 
as the train passed to Exeter on the Friday fol- 
lowing. A small bridge, between Bickleigh and 
the turnpike gate received so much injury that 
travelling over it was suspended for some days^ 
and the loss of property was considerable. This 
rise was occasioned, it is supposed, by the melting 
of a heavy fall of snow on Exmoor, as neither the 
Lowman or Culm were in the least affected. 

CONCLUDING REUARKB. 

Having thus brought to a close, the various 
incidents and records which connect the history 
of Tiverton, from the earliest period to the present 
time, it only remains to make a few observations, 
arising out of the position which this town filled as a 
place of great mercantile prosperity in former years : 
and although calamities by fire and disease, checked 
the current of enterprize, and laid desolate the ' 
habitations of both rich and poor, the records that 
remain form ample testimony of the wealth and 
pride which at one period ranked this town as one 
of great commercial influence. Amid the various 
sources that happily exist, beyond the written records 
of bye-gone days, we may enumerate tokens, as a 
mark of prosperity in trade ; and of these, many 
have been recorded of Tiverton. A few have fallen 
into my possession, all of which will be given in the 
second volume. The tombs of many of the mer- 
chants also, as well as the screen, and some of the 
capitals in St. Peter's church, &c., have preserved 
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to the present generation, a variety of merchants 
staples, a badge that marks the possessors as having 
borne a position in the mercantile world of con- 
siderable importance. 

The etymology and precise meaning of the word 
Stifle is involved in much obscurity. " It is by the 
author of Essays illustrative of the hall of John 
Halle," conceived to have "its primary origin in 
the Saxon word Stc^l, signifying, a loop of iron 
to receive a hasp or bolt, or a padlock ;" while 
Lord Coke has written that " Staple, anciently writ- 
ten Estaple, cometb of tbe French word estape, 
which signifies a mart or market ;" and at an early 
period, that particular part of a mercantile town, 
where merchandize was exposed for sale, was local- 
ly denominated tbe staple, or mart ; and thus an 
exporter of merchandize was called a " Merchant 
of the Staple." "It has been said," says the Rev. 
Edward Duke,* " that there was a commercial so- 
ciety known by the denomination of the Merchants 
of the Staple; that it had its origin in the year 1248, 
and possessed the regal form of a corporation before 
the 12 of Edward 2nd." A. D. 1319; bnt if such a 
society ever existed, at this early period, there ap- 
pears great probability of its having been dissolved ; 
for it has been recently remarked, in " Illustrations 
of Monumental brasses," that "as the capture of 
Calais was the cause of the incorporation of this 
company so was its re-capture of its fall. It lingered 
on through the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and James 
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A- D- 1st., under the title of * Merchants of the Staple of 
1S44. England,' and then became extinct." It should, 
however, be remarked, that the respective dates ac- 
companying these badges, bear ample testimony of 
their having existed more than a century before 
the commencement of Elizabeth's reign, and it 
appears very probable they may date their origin to 
the time of Edward the 3rd. 

By the statute of the staple, made 27. Edward 
3rd. A. D. 1353. it was directed " that the staple of 
wools, leather, woolfells, and lead, growing, or com- 
ing forth within our said realm, shall be holden 
at Newcastle upon Tyoe, York, Lincoln, Norwich, 
Westminster, Canterbury, Chichester, Winchester, 
Exeter, and Bristol," and the mayor in these towns 
was termed the Mayor of the staple; to one of which 
all merchandize, "as well old as new which shall 
be carried out of the said realm, shall be first 
brought to the said Staples," where it received the 
mayor's seal ; and as every merchant in the trans- 
fer of his commodities, was obliged to take an oath 
to maintain the Staple laws, so he became a Mer- 
chant of the staple. The peculiarity, and in some 
respects the similarity of these marks, f see plate,) 
leads to a belief that the merchant here conveys 
his righteous hope that he engages in his mercantile 
transactions with honor and integrity, "trading be- 
neath the Cross, enlisted under the Banner of his 
Saviour; and that he enters on his commercial 
dealings with the confidence of a Christian." 

END OF TUB FIRBT FART. 
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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS, <fec. 

BOOK II. 

THE LORDS OF THE MANOR, 



m reverting to the earliest period of British 
I n History, it does oot become our province to 
eater the field of disquisition, or attempt to trace 
the origin of the first inhabitants of this Island. 
The story of Brutus may be rejected as fabulous to 
make room for the introduction of the Cimbri ; 
while some may trace, with Csesar, Diodorus Siculus, 
aud others, the earliest settlers in Britain from 
among the inhabitants of Noah's Ark. 

In this wide field of discussion, and food for 
enterprising Historians, it would be well to leave 
the reader his own choice ; and should he fall into 
the opinions formed and expressed by the learned 
Mr. Camden, although he may be in error, he will 
have multitudes to countenance his belief. 
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At the period of the Roman Conquest, the 
British are described as a generoas, warlike, and 
briiTe people, yet barbarous, and idolatrous in their 
habits and opinions as welt as the rest of their 
neighbours. They were tall and well made ; scanty 
in dress, which when used, consisted only of skins ; 
not addicted to intemperate habits, yet peculiar and 
coarse in their customs and manners, particularly 
as regarded their community of wires. The religion 
known and practised by them, was of the lowest 
order, being left entirely to the direction and influ- 
ence of the Druids, who were their priests, and 
possessed great, and indeed, absolute authority 
among them. They were swayed by the most eril 
superstitions, practising their rites in dark groves, 
or other secret recesses, to throw a veil of mystery 
over their religion ; and the power possessed by 
them, was directed to personal advantage ; while 
the Bardi, or Bards, an inferior order of Druids, 
by verse and songs preserved alone, the most 
celebrated names, and principal events of passing 
generations. 

The civil government was in the hands of petty 
Princes, who in time of war, selected an able 
General, or leader, from among themselves ; and 
in the case of the Roman invasion, they appointed 
Cassibelanus, the governor of the Triaobantes, who 
is called by Speed, *' the most worthy among the 
British Kings." 

After the conquest, the Roman Emperors divi- 
ded England into four provinces ; which, by the 



Digitized by Google 



BOOK II. THE LORDS OF THE MANOR. 

Saxons were increased to twelve; over each of 
these they placed a chief or bead who was respon- 
sible to a general assembly. 

Towards the end of the sixth century, the 
elements of Christianity were first sown in Britain ;* 
and the establishment of the Saxon Heptarchy, 
provided, if not a mttre secure, at least a more re- 
gular form of government. We must, howevei-, 
date the foundation of a more prosperous state of 



* The sbMlulc Ume when the ChiiitUui doctrine nu fint tau^t in 
Britain, i* vuioiuly ilatcd b; different hiatorians, which wu doubtlets 
■t ■ very enri7 period. It lut* obtained general belief among the beat 
hiatoriani, tbnt Chridianitj waa preached in England loon after our 
SkTionn death ; but whether by the fint gentile conTcrt Comeliut, 
8L Peter, Simon Zelotea, or Joseph of Arimatbea, is difficult to say. It 
has, however, been asierled, and possibly with eonsidersUe claim to 
credit, that St. Panl waa the first who preached the gospel in Britun ; ai 
it appears certain that this apostte, dnring the eight yean betwecD hi* fint 
imprisonment at Rome, and hii return to Jemaalem, propagated the chris- 
tian rdig^ in leveral placet, " eapedallj in the Wettcm Conntriea." 

nie Uttory of the most noted Eccleriaatic* of the Britith Chorch, is con- 
fined almost entirely to Ireland, Scotland, and Wales ; the wanton perse- 
cution of the Christiant, on the first arrival of the Saxont in England, as 
conqneron, having swept away neariy every trace of Christiani^ from the 
other part* of the kingdom. The Churches that were supposed to have 
existed, ( at that period, and for centuries after, built doubtles* of wood,) 
were leveUed mth the ground, and the preachers, and promotera of Christ's 
doctrines, were htmted like wolves from place to place, or stain on the 
Altan thrir pietj had raised. It is believed, however, that British Bishops 
not only existed, but were present at the council of Nice, in 325, and with 
a great probability of truth, as there is suffident evidence of three British 
Bishops having; been present at the council of Aries twenty^two yean later. 
From about this period, to the close of the sixth century, but little is known 
of the British Church, beyond the history of a few eminent divines, who 
passed their lives in extending to othen the blessings of Cbristianity. To 
Lucius, and Constantine the great, has been ascribed the chief cause of 
A. 2. 
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this kingdom to the wise and pi-udent laws intro- 
duced by Isca and Offa ;* the measures adopted 
by Egbert ; and the salutary and judicious legis- 
lation of Alfred the Great. He availed himself of 
some years of tranquility, during which Britain 
was free from the incursions of the Danes, to remedy 
the existing disorders both in Church and State. 
Having divided England into Counties, Hundreds, 
and lathings, to afford greater facility in preserving 
order, he instituted three separate councils, through 



extending the ChrittiMi reUgiOD in England, at that early period, whQe to 
Anitin, the flnt archbishop of Canterbnry, and Ua foUowen, under the 
powerfid mppoit of Ethelbert, King of Kent, belongi tlie merit Eind pene- 
veranee of introdudng Christianity among the English Saxons, which wti 
. D. 597. 



The Chrittian Church, as established and preached by the Apostles, 
immediately after the death of our Sainonr, nas pure and perfect, in which 
■tale, we have every leaioo to believe, it continued during their lives; bnt 
if we contemplate the state of that Chorch at the period of which we are 
DOW speaking, we shall, unhappily find it disfigured by errois and abuses, 
and degenerated, in many instances, into gross mperstitious observances. 

* The civil division of the territory of England into counties, 
counties into hundreds, and the hundreds Into tithing* or towns, (adivi^ou 
that seems to owe its oripn to King Alfred,) was instituted to prevent the 
rapines and disorders which formerly prevailed in the realm, tithing taking 
its name from the Saxon, because ten freeholders with their hmilies com- 
posed one ; and at the bead of each tithing, an officer was i^polnted called 
the tytlun|F>man, (an office bearing a strong resemblance to coostables of 
the present day,) who was appointed to preside over the rest, and was held 
respontible for the conduct of those over whom be presided. 

"Tithings, Town, or TiUs, are of the some ngniGcBtion in law ; and aie 
swd to have bad each of them, originally a church and celebration of 
dirine service, sacraments and burials. To several of these towns there are 
small appendages belonging, called hamlets, which are taken notice of in 
the statute of Eieter, { 14 Ed. 1.) which makes frequent mention of entire 
vills, demi-vills, and hamlets." iSm Blacittene, vol 1. p. 113. 
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which all public measures were to pass, ending with 
the general assembly of the nation, called in Saxon, 
Wittena-gemot.* He introduced into the Saxon 
legislation, not only the decalogue, but the principal 
provisions of the Mosaic legislation, with such 
modifications as were necessary to adapt them to 
the Anglo-Saxon manners. He collected together 
and committed to writing, the regnlations bis an- 
cestors had established, selecting such of them tui 
he approved, and rejecting the rest. 



With this view, we shall commence a long 
and illustrious line of those who had really, or 



• See pwt I. p. 8, 
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by virtae of office, the manor of Tiverton, with 
the first mentioaed by Dagdale. 

Karl, ( Speed calls bim Earl Ceorle,) Dnke 
or Earl of Devonshire, who in 851, " fought valiantly 
against the Pagan-Danes which did then infest 
this kingdom,* and obtained a great victory over 
them at Winbonme in Dorsetshire."-f- 

Odda, (sometimes called Oddune,) Earl of 
Devon, in the reign of Alfred 878, was, with a 
small body of brave men, besieged in Kenwith 
Castle, (believed to be the place now called 
Hannaborough Castle, and situate near the 
confluence of the rivers l^w and Torridge, in 
north Devon,) to which he had retired on the 
approach of the Danish army under their cele- 
brated chieftain Hubba, to avoid the fnry of the 
first attack. *'It had no stronger fortification 
than a Saxon wall, bnt Ubbo found that its rocky 
situation made it impregnable against all assault 



* " The Vknet uc called by Bngliih hiitoiuuu, Indifferently Getei, 
Gotlu, Jnttes, Norwegiuu, Dadtui*, Duie*, Swedet, Vandali, and Frie>- 
Innden, their annie* being cotnpOMd of theie levenl nationt," CRi^bt.) 
Tbe Daoei, bowever, by which name they are generally known, made iHeir 
fint descent on England, in the kingdom of the Weat-SaiODt, during the 
reign of Brithrick, 7S7. They appeared more in the form of MauraudeiSiOT 
Pirate*, than U a coDqaering aitny, being divided into leparale bandi, 
each acting independently, and under no general eontroL Thia mode of 
warftre wai very hara^ng to the Engliib, ai their liland wai liable to 
attacks on every side, and a treaty vrith one band, waa not binding on 
another. 

t Ihtgthi*. Some hiitoiians, have stated this action to have occur- 
red at WiDlcibore in Devonshire, neu tbe month of the Tamar. 
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except at the eastern point. He also remarked a. d. 
that no water was near it, and consequently that 878. 
a short siege would reduce the inhabitants to 
every misery of thirst and famine. He preferred, 
therefore, the certain victory of a blockade to a 
bloody attack, and surrounded it with his follow- 
ers. Odun saw the extent of his distress, and 
the inevitable certainty on which the Pa|;ans cal- 
culated, and determined on a vigorous sally. It 
was bravely executed. While the dawn was ming- 
ling with the darkness, Odun pierced at once to 
the tent of Ubbo, slew him and his attendants, 
and turning on the afirighted host, destroyed the 
largest part. An immense booty rewarded the 
victors, among which, the capture of their magi- 
cal standard, the famous Reafan,^ was to the eye 
of ignorant superstition, a more fatal disaster than 
even Ubbo's death and their own defeat."* The 
Saxon chronicle gives the number of slain as 840 ; 
and it is believed in the neighbourhood that a 
second battle was fought at Bloody Corner, 
near Northam, (where a stone still remains to 
mark the spot,) by the remnant of the Danish 
army, and that they there suffered a second defeat. 
Hubba was buried near the water side, at a place 
which bears the name of Hubblestone to the pre- 
sent day. 

Edred appears next, " of whom I find no 900. 

* 8. Tumer'i history oT the Ariflo.Saxoai. toL 2, p. 79. 
t Reaflm, t. ». the Bnen. 8«« a ttarj Utoched to thii badge in 
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Other mention than that he died in the year 901, 
a month before the death of Alfred, and that he 
bad been a faithful assistant to him in many 

battles."^ 

Alpsitts, was Duke of Devon and Cornwall, 
in the reign of King Athelstane about 901, "who 
made Eadulpbus, this Duke's brother, the first 
Bishop of Crediton.* He resided at the castle 
of Exeter, as it was the custom in those days, 
for the Earls to dwell in the counties from whence 
they derived their honours, and where they bad 
a considerable command." 

Wortiffer, or Voriiffer, Duke of this pronnce, 
and of the Gevisij-f- a name anciently given to the 
West Saxons, and comprehending the circuit of 
that kingdom ; " who by subtle means procured 
the murder of his sovereign Constantine4: and 
immediately after the fact, caused those engaged 
in it to be strangled that the deed might not be 
discovered. "II 

Prince's worthiei of Dev«n, qnuto edition, page 6H. 

i Dogdale. 

* Eadolphui, ia uid b; Hr. Hooker, to hare founded the town of 
LMUiceXOD, ind luirouiided it b; a waU. CCarrm ntnwy </ OOrnwaU, 
part 2. p. I16J 

t The name Oeriii i* doubtleu derived from Gewia, th« great 
grandfuher of Cerdic, founder of the West Saxon kingdom, abont 519. 

t He was King of Scotland in the reign of Athelatane, about 938. 

II Speed, Goodwin. 
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Ordgar, in the reigrn of Edgar, 960, followed 
Wortiger ; the story of whose beautiful daughter 
Elfrida is related by every British historian. She 
married Ethelwolfe, Earl of the East Angles, and 
on his death, became the Queen of Edgar. 

Ordgar, or Ordgarius, is celebrated for having 
founded the Abbey of Horton in Dorsetshire, and 
also the Abbey of Tavistock in Devonshire, 961. 
He died ten years after, " and was buried in 
his own Abbey, where he had a fair tomb, 
which was remaining a few years since. It bore 
this inscription, " Orgar, Com. Devon, mortem 
obiit, An. 971."» 

He was a native of Devonshire, and his resi- 
dence is supposed to have been at Harewood, on 
the Tamar, about six miles from Tavistock. He 
is represented, by some historians, as a son 
of Alpsius before mentioned. 

Ordul/e, or Edulf, succeeded his father, who 
is said to have been of a giant-like stature, and 
wonderful strength ; of whom it is related, that 
coming to Exeter with King Edward the Martyr, 
and finding tbe gates barred, he, with bis hands 
and feet, burst them open. " He was buried in 



* It bu been obaerved that he wu admonUbed b; a viiioii to found 
a mODBiter; for the peace and tolace of hU mind, being much dittrewed at 
the ditorden which had occuned in Us ftnilf, ^m the evil conduct of hit 
daughter EUVida, and that in cansequeace he fixed on the site of the 
present ruined ohbe]', which nas commenced in a style of great magnifi- 
cence b]r Ordgarius, and completed bjr his son. 
B. 
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\. D. the abbey of Tavistock, with a tomb, in proportion 
971. suitable to the immensity of bis bulk."* 

Ordulfe is by many "supposed to have been 
the founder of this abbey, but it is generally 
believed he completed that which bis fetber 
commenced."-f- 

ggg " Goda, Earl of Devon, in the reign of 

Ethelred, commanded the inhabitants of the Shire, 
in a severe encounter with the Danes in which 
the latter were defeated, and put to flight ; but 
not without great loss and lamentation for their 
Earl, who with another valiant warrior, named 
Stennaold, were there slain."! 



■ Dugdale'i Baronige. " Carew, in hii nuver of Coranll, men- 
tioni the circumitance of ■ luden coSSn hanng been dag np in (be dianeel 
of the pBiiih chnrch of St Stephen's U Tremiloa, in CotditbU, where are 
the niiot of a eutle formerl]' belonging to the Dnke of Cornwall, in 
which were deported the reoiaiDi " of a rale bigge man, but when the 
handi went tbont la aicertaine themKlvet, ai well u IheiT eye*, tfae bodjr 
verified, that ' Omnia eaiopnhrU.'" Some writtng, nid tobe on the lead, 
" eipreaaed tbe *ame to bee the bniial of a Duke, whow Hue waa' mmied 
to the Prince." He ia nther inclined to fix it on OrdgBTiiu, whom William 
of Halmibiuy Myi, wai buried in tbe monaateij of TaTittock, bat It 
ia mnch more likely to be that of Cadoc, tbe aon of Candoni*, the 
last British Eul of Cornwall, whose only danghter and h^ Agnei^ mairied 
Reginald Fiti-Henrjr, natonl sou of Henir lit, and consequently a Prince 
of the Royal blood. 

Tavistock Abbey wa* raied to tbe ground by the Danes about 1011, but 
lebnilt, and at the dissolution of monasteries, betides the jurisdiction of a 
whole Hundred, its Tcrennes amounted to £902. 5s. 7d. per annum. "The 
Abbey bore the tbunders arms, Ture, or and aiure, on a chief of tbe 2Dd., 
2 mnllett, gules." Leknds antiquaria collectania, vol. 1. 
t Dngdale's Baronage. 
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A certain Normaa named Hugh was created 
Earl of Deron and Cornwall by Queen Emma, 
who is said to bare treacherously allowed Sweine, 
King of Denmark, to obtain Exeter and disman- 
tle it.^ 

Elphegus followed Hugh, who was Earl of 
Devonf in the days of Kiog Canute the Dane, who 
suspecting that the traitor Edric, Earl of Mercia, 
would betray him, as he had done King Ethelred 
and bis son Edmund, put him to death. 

Elphegus was also archbishop of Canterbury, 
"and for that he refused to charge bis tenants 
witti £3000 to pay for his ransom, the Danes most 
cruelly stoned him to death at Greenwich, 19tb 
April 1013."* He was buried in London, and in 
1028, by the exertions of Simon, a monk of Dur- 
ham, bis body was removed to Canterbur)*. 

'^ Ailmere, or Etkelmere, Earl of Devon and 
Cornwall, 1013, "who being a pei-son of singular 
piety, founded first of all the abbey of Cerne 
in Dorsetshire, in the days of King Edgar; and 
had so great a veneration for the memory of 
Eadwald, brother of St. Edmund the martyr, who 
led a hermit's life in Dorsetshire, near to a certain 
spring called Silver-well, that with tbe help of 
Dnnstan, (archbishop of Canterbury,) he translated 

i S. Turoer. v. 2. p. 314. 

t He i» colled b;' Speed, " governor of Devonshire." 

* speed, ^doD. 

B. 2. 
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his relics to the old church of Cerne> then the 
parish church." 

"After this, in 1005, (in the time of King 
Ethelrecl,) be founded the abbey of Ernesbam in 
Oxfordshire, and the priory of Bruton in Somerset- 
shire (all for monks of the Benedictine order,) 
which he amply endowed."* 

This Ailmere also, " when Sweine King of Den- 
mark, in 1013, overran the greatest part of the land 
with bis army, and forced King Etbelred to betake 
himself unto the city of Winchester for refuge, be, 
vith all the great men of the west, fearing the ty- 
ranny of the Danes, submitted themselves unto bim, 
and gave hostages for their peaceable obedience. 
About three years after this, when King Edmund 
Ironside fonght so stoutly against King Canute, 
(son to the same Sweine) he joining with that 
traitrous Edric Streona, Earl of Mercia, and Earl 
Algar, adhered to Canute." 

Ailmere left a son, called Atbelward, who in 
the year 1018 was killed by King Canute, together 
with Edric Streona, Eari of Mercia."-)- 

Goodwin,% commonly called Earl of Kent, was 
( according to Lambert,) Elarl of Devon and Corn- 
wall, Dorset, Sussex, and Hampshire, in the time 



■ Dugdtle. 
t Dogdde. 

t The armi of Goodwin nere gulci, cnuoly, 2 ban between Glcopardi 
hcca, or. Speed doei not give them cruiuly; snd Milli, io hii utalogue of 
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of Edward the Confessor; and by Speed con- 
sidered Duke of the West Saxons. He was nobly 
descended, being a Duke by degree, the son of 
Wolnoth, grandson of Egelniar, surnamed Leofwine, 
and brother of Edric, Duke of Mercia, who mar- 
ried the daughter of Ethelred, King of England. 

Goodwin's second wife was Guida, Gida, or 
Gitba, the daughter of Duke Wolfe, and sister to 
Sweine the younger. King of Denmark, by Estrich 
his wife, who was sister to Canute the Great, Ring 
of England. 

Githa was the mother of Harold the second, 
and in her possession was the manor of Tiverton, 
in Edward the Confessor's days. After the insur- 
rection at Exeter, 1068, she made her escape with 
her two sons, and a very considerable treasure, 
to Flanders. By domesday survey we find that 
she held the hundred of Torrington, and the abbey 
of Hartland, which she nobly endowed, and many 
historians have supposed her to have been the 
founder. 

Goodwin was succeeded by " Odo^ unto whom 
Edward the Confessor gave the earldoms of Somer- 
set and Dorset."* He was half brother of William 
the Conqueror's, and bishop of Bayeux, Earl Palatine 
of Kent, and Justiciary of England. He is 

honour, for Godwin, Earl at Kent, tnd Toali hi* son, Ewl of Nortbnmber- 
land, gules, 7 mMcelt, verr; 3, 3, and 1. See paget 706, and 75G. 

t He bore gules a lion Tampant argent, with a crosier st«ff, or. 

* Dugdalc. • 
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supposed to have had 180 fiefsf in Kent alone, and 
235 in several other places. His other brother, 
Robert, was invested with the earldom of Cornwall, 
in which were 288 manors.* 

Odo indulged a hope of being elected Pope 
on the death of Gregory, under which idea this 
proud prelate sent commissioners to Rome with di- 
rections tu purchase a palace, which he adorned with 
costly furniture. William the Conqueror appears 
to have reposed great confidence in him ; as, on 
his leaving the kingdom to quell a revolt in Nor- 
mandy, he intrusted him with the power of governing 
England during his absence. On another occasion, 
in May 1080, be gave htm the command of a con- 
siderable force, and sent him to Durham, to avenge 
the cruel death of their Bishop Walcher-J This 
confidence was returned by infidelity and treach- 
ery; on which he was cast into prison, and was 
released only a short time previous to Willianrs 
death ; for although be could not be arraigned as 
a prelate, as an earl he was subject to the laws 



t A term of high antiquity, having "it* origin from the militwy 
policy of the DOrthern, or Celtic n&tioDi, (we pige II, part I.) "Feoda, 
feud«, tteib, or feet, were smBll allotment*, or parceli of Und, dealt oat 
by the mperior, to their Inferior officers, a» rewards of merit, for which 
they were to do lervice Uthfiilly." BlacMime, ()ee sUo page 10 part 1.) 

* He was Earl of Uoreton, and resided, as well as his son and 
successor WlUiam, also EotI of Moreton, atTrematon Caslle in ComwalL 
He is niA to have made conaideiable additions to the Castle at Launceston. 

X Milli catalogue of honour, page 711. He was alio Earl of 
N orthtunberland. 
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and censure of the King.-f- 

We find Odo, shortly after his release from 
prison, and during the early part of the reign of 
bis nephew, Williaaa 2nd, extremely jealous of 
the fame bestowed on Lanfranc, archbishop of 
Canterbury, against whom he had conceived great 
animosity. This led to much disorder in Kent,* 
which ended in his escape to Normandy, where 
his nephew Robert committed to him the adminis- 
tration of his affairs.;}: 



SHERIFFS OF DEVON. 



Armi of Baldwin de 'J 
BrionU, Checqujr, ( 

Or and Aiure ; over I 
an 2 ban Argent. J 



William the Conqueror invested 
Baldwin de Brionis, or de MoHs, 
wAr^nt. } alias de Sap, knight, with the con- 
troul of many manors, and among them was that 



t Speed. 

* It ii evident Odo wai deprived of all his power and poiieisions in 
the weat, and whatever he retained alter bis releaie from priion, vai 
dde&j in Kent. 

t There waa another Odo, who waa made bishop of Sherhome by 
Athelitone, and archbishop of Canterbury by King Edward. He woa a 
firm and sincere champion for the monks, and the author of the ten follow- 
ing Ecclcsiutical laws, about 943. The Itt. threalent all those who injure 
Church property with ezcommunieation ; 2nd, exhorts princes and other 
great men to be obedient to the bishops; 3rd. admonishes bishops to 
discharge their duties without mercenary *iews in respect to persons) 
4th, Sth, and 6th. give advice to clergy and monks ; 7th. prohibits unlaw- 
hi marriages ; 8th. recommends unity and charity among chnstians ; 
the 9th. presses &sting on Wednesday's, (Hday's, and the four ember 
weeks ) and the 10th. enjoins the punctual payment of Tithes. Rapin, 
TOL I. p. 42G. 
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of Tirert^n, He made him hereditary ViBconnt of 
Devon, and Baron of Oakhampton,^ where tie built 
a nastle, the ruins of which at present remain. 
He had the custody of the whole County of Devon, 
paying an annual consideration to the King, which 
has caused him in Domesday to be styled Sherifi* 
of Devon, a title that continued to bis successors 
until the 16th of Henry 3rd. Exeter castle, where 
he resided, was much enlarged by bim in 1068, 
at the instance of the King, and made a place of 
great strength and importance.* 

He was one of the principal persons of the 
laity, who won much fame at the conquest of 
England, tracing his descent from Richard, first 
Duke of Normandy, ( the grandfather of the con- 
queror,) whose natural son tieoSery bore the title 
of Earl of Ewe. He bad a son, Gilbert Crispin, 
E^rl of Brienne, who was the father of Baldwin. 
His name, ' Brionis,' was derived from his father's 
title of Brienne, a place in Normandy ; and that 
of ' de Molis '-f from the castle of Mola, situated 



i He held the baroo; of Oakliatnplon b; the serrice of three knights, 
uid 92 knighta feei. The fint and moat esteemed Bpede* of teniire, wu 
knight* service who held a deteimiaate quantity of land, called knights 
fee, and estimated in the 3Td year of Edward 1., at 12 plough land, and Its 
value la stated at £20 per annum. This sum increased with the advaoce 
In the value of money. For each knighta fee the posieasoT was sulyect to 
be called on to serve for forty days in every year, a* a return, or rent for 
the land he claimed to hold. 

* Baldwin had an only brother Richard, who took his aumame 
from Revicn ( de Redveriis alias Ripariua,) and of whom more hereafter. 
t Dugdale s^lei him, ' Mala and Sappo.' 
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in the duchy, wherein he was born. He was one 
of the Conqaeror's generals at the battle of Hastings, 
whose niece Albreda, be married;* and being 
held in high estimation by William 1, he con- 
ferred on him 159 lordstiips in Devon, and 19 
houses ID Exeter. 

By his wife Albreda, he had issue three sons ; 
viz. Richard his successor, Henry, (or Robert,) and 
William surnamed of Vernona, a town in Normandy, 
where he was born ; and three daughters, of whom 
Adelicia alone survived,^ who was married to a 
Kentish knight, but died without issue. 

Richard de Brionis, the elder son of Baldwin, 
succeeded to the titles and honours held by his 
father. He was also styled Sheriff of Devon. " In 
1133, he began to erect an abbey on bis estate at 
Brigbtley, in the parish of Chittlebampton, which 
being completed in 1136, he endowed it with lands, 
dedicating it to the Virgin Mary, and placed therein 
12 monks, and their abbot Richard, who had been 
sent him from the Cistertian abbey of Waverley, in 
Surrey, in coosequence of his application to Gilbert, 
abbot of that house. He survived tbe completion 
of his monastery only one year, and dying 25th 



* "He held the manof of Porlock in Somerset, in I0S6, m kppeut 
hj Qie Dometdif nuver, which place derivei ita nune from the Anglo* 
Saxon ' Port,' a harbour, and Loc, liDiilaT to the latin ■ claudere to ihnt 
up,' which ii derived li«m the gothic Inlcaii, and AIlg1l^-SaxoQ lucan, ta 
Ihut 1^." fSatagt't hittttry qf Ike ktmA-td nf Cmrhan^lan.J 

t Dugdale'* barouage. 



Digitized by Google 



18 HISTORICAL MEMOIRS OP TIVERTON. 

^ ^ June 1137, was there baried; leaviDg his inberi- 

1137. tance, for want of male issue, to his sister AdeUcia,'^* 

called Countess of DeTon."|| She died 24tb Aagnst, 

1147, leaving issue by her husband, (whose name 

does not appear,) an only daughter, 

AUee, who inherited all her mother's rights, 
and was wife of Richard Avenell. Hie oflbpring 
of this marriage was, 

Matilda. This great heiress married first, 
Robert de Abrincis, or Auranchis, Lord of Folkstone, 
in Kent,* by whom she had three daughters, viz, 
Hawisia, and two others who became nuns ; 
secondly she married Robert Fitzroy, a natural 
son of Heniy 1st., and brother of Reginald, Earl 
1173. of Cornwall, who died 3Ut May, 1173, leaving 
issue a daughter called Matilda. This powerful 
Viscountess died 21st September, 1173. 

Hawisia, the elder daughter succeeded to her 
mother's inheritance. She married Reginald de 
Conrtenay, grandson of Louis Le Gros, King of 
France, then a widower, who had been appointed 
by King Henry 2nd. guardian to herself, and her 
half sister. His son William Courtenay, (by a 
former wife,) married Matilda before mentioned. 



t TbU KCQcalog; ii eliiefly feUowing (be cop; in tite " Cbutokrj 
of SL John'i Hoiplul, penet Hi^ioKin et Commnnltatcm CiTitatii BioniB ;" 
but Pole, who wai ^ded b; the ledger book of Oakbampton, miet in 
•ome ttw ptitieulvi. Sec Pole'i Devon, page 17. 

II GroM'i Antiquitiea. 

* He bore Or, 6 chereroBelU gole*. 
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Reginald de Conrtenay died 27th Septeml»er, 1213 ; *- °- 
and Hawisia followed bim to the grave 31st 1219. 
Augost. 1319. 

Robert de Courtenay, son of Reginald and 
Hawisia, was dispossessed, by Henry 3rd in the 
16tb year of his reign, of the Sheriffalty of Devon and 
of the custody of Exeter castle, which be took into 
his own hands with many other castles in England. 
By bis wife Mary, the younger daughter of William 
de Redvers, Earl of Devon, be had a son John 
de Conrtenay, to whom we shall again revert in 
tracing the descent of this noble house. 



EARL8 OF DEVON. 

Anu of Redten,! iijcAard JTite-G»/6CT-^ brother of Bald- 

plica, K grifflu >* 

B . „ J win de Brionis,-f ( before mentioned,) 



" being highly beloved by King Henry 1st., was 
made one of his chief councillors, in the first year 
of bis reign, and had by his gift not only Tiverton, 
with' the honor of Plympton, but was by him 
made first Earl of Devon since the conquest ; 
having the Tertium Denarium of the issues of that 
county, which amounted to 10 marks,* (the whole 
revenue thereof being then 30 marks,) assigned 
to him ; and not long after be obtained from the 
same King, the Isle of Wight ; whereupon he was 



t Wbo abo ucnmed the title of de Redveti nor RiTcn. • 
Bietitioned. He wu ucotor of the Earii of Clare. 



* A mti^ of (ilver, ft 
>W 13s. 4d. 
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^- "■ Styled Earl of Devon, and Lord of the Isle/'-f- He 
1100. was High Sheriff for the County. Henry 1st. gave 
him also the church of Christ chnrcfa^ in the 
County of Southampton ; and being a person 
of great piety, he bestowed extensive benefactions 
on several religious establishments, from his pos- 
sessions in Southampton and Isle of Wight, besides 
giving the manor of Exmouth, in Devon, with the 
churches, chapels, and tithes thereunto belongings 
to the abbey of Monteboorg in Normandy. 

1106. This Richard is supposed to be the founder 
of Hverton Castle about 1106, and it afterwards 
became his principal residence. He attached to 
it " two parks for pleasure," as expressed by 
Wescote, named Ashley park, and Castle barton.^ 

1107. Hq (]jgj Jq ] 107^ qqJ ^Q^g buried at Montebourg 
abbey in Normandy,* leaving by his marriage with 

t Dugdale'i BaroD^e. 

J Ashley Fuk contains 620a. Zb. ZOf., aai U bonuded on the north 
and north wnt by lands in Priora portion, on tlte we*t by Sontb wood, 
and Cuitom irood ; and on the south and eut, prindptdl; by tbe river 
Eie and turnpike road leading tttrm llTerton to Eieler. 

Caatle Barton, is bounded on the east by Chettiseombe manor ; on ttie 
■outb by part of the said manor, and a road IcadinK from Towna-end, to 
h^er and lower Dairy Farm; on the north by landa in the pomwion 
of Lord Egremont, and B. B. Dickinson, esquire, of Rnigfatsfaayi ; and 
on the west by parts of higher and lower Freseot, and the river Ei«. 
More than a century since, the boundary park line comprehended a 
part of the Ham, the bonndary running from east to west, in a line 
with St Peter's Church ; since which period the course of the Exe 
has been considerably changed. 

• SceOrdericus Vital, lib. 11. 
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Adeliza,:]: hU son and successor, 

Baldwyn de Redvers, who styled himself Earl 
of Devon in divers of his charters. He was also 
liOrd of Plympton and the Isle of Wight, and 
esteemed one of the richest and bravest men of his 
time. Having rebelled, with other nobles, against 
King Stephen, be fortified the castle of Exeter, 
and the Isle of Wight, **for the better defending 
of which castle," says Dugdale, "be spent much 
treasure in military works, and in certain engines 
of war, whereupon the King raised an army of 
English and Flemings, wherewith he marched into 
Devonshire ; and after a short siege, having taken 
that castle, seized upon the Isle of Wight, with all 
bis other possessions, and expelled him with his 
wife and children, ont of England." He was not 
long after, however, fully restored to bis honours 
and possessions.'^' 

He was the founder of three monasteries ; 
that of Cbristcburcb, in Hants, (called also the 
priory of Twinebam,) Qnerrarra,* in the Isle of 
Wight, ( for Cistertian monks,) in 1122, and Lira 
in Normandy. He gave also to the monks of 

t I ibould hete obmre, that there li ■ ducrepsDcy in the account* 
Ottncted from two apparently authentic docomenta ; viz, the ledger book 
of OaUiamptOD, and a pedigree found in the abbey of Ford, irhich latter 
Pole denonncei ai alto^ther faUe. This differenre may have occurred from 
cotnparing Richard de Biionia, ion of Baldwin, with Richard de Redren, 
the bvorite of Henry Itt 

t See part let page 14. 

* Coiweciat«d to the Vii^ Maty. Camdtn. 
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St. Peter of Cluni, and St MarUn de Campis, ia 
the suburbs of Paris, his priory of St. James's near 
Exeter, which he founded in 1 146, with the tithes 
thereto belonging, having endowed it also with 
"totam Ecclesiam de Twirertona cum omnibus 
pertinentiis suis, per manum prsedicti domini 
Roberti Ejcon. Episcopo donari et prsesenti scripto 
confirmavi,"* to pray for the souls of Adeliza his 



• Fk dmik of the K«l upended to tbe deed ot gttt, copied from 
Dogdale'i Hon. 
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wife> Richard his father, and Adelitna biB mother ; 
which chapel of St. James's thenceforth became 
a cell to that fordgn monastery. He died at Quar, 
2nd Jnne, 1155, and was there buried with Adeliza 
his wife, leaving issue three sons, Richard bis 
heir and successor, Heary, and William snroamed 
de Vernon, from the place of bis birtb. 

Guie*, a grifEn, Hrgrewt, \ Richard, his eldest son succeeded 
^'^ ?S"i liS^ ( *o a" *>'« 'arge possessions as third 
(orieop«di,)p»»gKd.Mir ^j.\ of Derou. He was a good 

« bKton dniiter, uuR, fbr \ ■ -„ , , «. .. 

Reginald Eiri of ComwtiL^ soidier, and filled the office of 
Sheriff of Devon, in the 2nd year of Henry 2. 
He gave lands to the abbey of Quarrara, to pray 
for the souls of his father and mother, and con- 
firmed by charter, dated 1157, the benefactions 
his father had made. He married Avis or Hawis,^ 
daughter of Reginald, the base son of Henry 1st, 
Earl of Cornwall, by whom he had issue Baldwin 
and Richard, who successively inherited the family 
honours : also a daughter Avis, who married 
William de Romara, first Earl of Lincoln ; and 
dying the 8. H. 2, at the city of Maunt in France, 
was buried at Twiaehara, a monastery which his 
father had founded and largely endowed. 

Baldwin, the 2nd, fourth Earl of Devon, suc- 
ceeded to all the possessions and titles held by 
bis father Richard, and married Alice, daughter 
of Ralph, or Radolpb, de Dols, in Berry, but died 



t Dngdale calb her DjPoiiMa. 
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>■ without issae. After the death of Baldmn, "by 
!. command of Richard 1, Alice married one Andrew 
de Ghevenem, esquire, a man that well deserved 
of the sud King, m his wars in Palestine."* 

Richard succeeded bis brother as Earl of 
Devon, but be dying also without issue^ this noble 
inheritance descended to, 

Gui<». A griffin Mxetttmt) ^Wtom, sumamed de Vmton, 
MM*, tor Bedvei., impaled / Eatl of Dcvou, an unclc to Bald- 

pierced, ermine, tea Earl 1 Win and RiChard. He WBS CaUed 

ofMUien.««iw«crter. ) jg Vcrona, says St. John's char- 
tulary, "quia VemouEe scolariis fuerat." At the 
second coronation of R. Ist. (after his return from 
Palestine,) he was one of four Earls who carried a 
silken canopy, the 5th. of that King's reign, and 
was then styled Earl of the Isle of Wight. He 
married Mabell, or Margerie, daughter of Robert 
Earl of Mellent and Worcester, and of Matilda 
his Mife, one of the daughters of Reginald, Earl 
of Cornwall, by whom he had Baldwyn, who 
died in his fathers life-time, leaving issue, Jane, 
wife of Lord William Briwer, or Brigwere, 
the younger, and Mary, wife of Robert Lord 
Courtenay, Baron of Oakhampton. He died 11th 
September, 1207. 



* Hilli catalogue of honour. 

t He wu buried at Montebourg abbey in Normandy. 
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t'^^^^U^) Baldwin the 3rd, BononVillma, 
guie«,BUonpM».g«rd.«r,% who died before his father, mar- 
crowned or. for Crwuia %**■* .■ i. ««• 

nuBcraid de Htrewood. ) iicdMargaret, daughterandcohcir 
of Gwarin Fitzgerald, de Harewood, by whom he 
had issue Baldwin. Margaret was married secondly, 
to the King's great favorite, Faico de Breat, or 
Breant, a man celebrated for his success and cru- 
elty, as the General employed by Henry 3rd 
against the insurgent barons.-f- 

or, .Hon nrnpaot. «««. \ Baldwin the Ath, sou of Baldwin 

for Riran, impded with/ and Margaret, daaghter ofGwarin 

QiibcTt dc ci^, Eai^i ofL I<1tzgerald,succeeded to liis graud- 

Gioucertw. ^ father William's inheritance, in 

1216, as seventh Earl of Devon. During a great 

part of bis life, be was a ward of his step-father, 

Falcode Brent, hefore men tioned,ofwbon>"Matthew 

of Paris affirms that Margaret was, by King John 

the tyrant, (as he calls him, who stuck at no 

wicked act,) constrained to marry that impious, 

ignoble, and base conditioned man against ber 

will ; of which marriage he says, one wrote the 

following lines at that time ; 

Lex GonaecUt eoi, amor et concordis Lecti ; 

Bed lex quttlia ? Amor qualii i Concordia qiulii .' 

Lex eikz ; Amor eionu, concoidia diicon."* 

To Falk de Brent succeeded Gilbert de Clare, 

t She mi bnried in the Churdi of Orejr Fiius, liondon, where her 
totnb still remaiiu. 

See the atory of Falco de Brent, [d Dugdale'a baroneje ; alio 
dereland'a htttor; of the ConrtcnST'i. port S, page 143. 
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Earl of Gloucester, and other guardians; but 
when his minority was expired, he married Amicia,'^ 
daughter of the said Gilbert de Clare, by whom 
be had issue Baldwin, and Isabella who married 
William de Fortibus, Earl of Atbermarle^ A royal 
chai-tcr was granted the 42nd of Henry 3rd. 1258^ 
to the then Lord of the Manor, Baldwin de Insula, 
otherwise De Lisle, for the privilege of holding 
a market and a fair at his manor of Hverton in 
Devonshire.^ 

This nobleman also "changed the griffin clench- 
ing a little beast, *' says Camden," which bis 
ancestoi-s used in their seal,* into a scutcheon Or, 
lion rampant, azure." Mills in his catalogue of 
honour, gives the lion's tail forked, which was 
considered an honorable distinction. This Earl, 
on the morrow after St. Valentine's day 1245, 
died in the flower of his youth, leaving his two 
children to the care of Amicia lUvers, his widow, 
who claimed the manor and lordship of Tiverton 
as part of her dower ; and being summoned many 
years after by a quo warranto, to prove her title to 
these possessions, she certified her claim to view of 



t She bore or, 3 cheveroaelli gule«. 
"Tbit BaldwTO granted bi« borough of PljrmptOQ to liis burgcMC* there to 
hold, to them and their hun, of him sad bli hdn (or ercr, u freely m 
thcdtiMDSofEKteTbeldUie^cit;i>ftheKiiig." Hadox, PirtnA BuigL p. 24. 

; Iter anni frere gule*, a ctoh patonce veiiy. See copy of her 
seal, page 29. 

* Vide page 12. part X. of thii bittory. 

t Caleodatium rotulonim chartarium. Chart* 42d. II. 3. 
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frankpledge, assize of bread and beer, a gallows,^ ^- ^■ 
(then on Whitedown,) pillory, &c., with a market on 124s. 
mondays,* and three fairs yearly, on July 7th, Sep- 
tember Ist, and Norember 30th, in her manor of 
Tiverton. The jury returned these pririleges to be 
worth 60 marks per annum, the whole to be held 
in dower, and descend after her death, to Isabella 
her daughter. Countess of Albermarle, as heiress 
to her son, who died without issue during his 
mother's life time.-f- 

Of Amicia I have only further to remark, that 
53rd. Henry 3rd. she was made governess of Hadley 
castle in Hertfordshire. We are informed by 
Dugdale that Isabella had full possession of her 
extensive inheritance during her mother's life, 
subject to her dowry, which consisted of the 
manors of Tiverton, Exmtnster, and Topsham, in 
Devonshire, and Edbrington in Dorset, and this 
Isabella "gave to the said Amicia the inheritance 
of the manors of Uockland, Bickley, Woolhamp- 
ton, and Coliton, with the hundreds, advowsons 
of Churches, knight's fees, and whatsoever else 
to them belonged."^ Amicia died 1282, soon after 

f See page tS. book I. 

* Thi* market was changed to Tneaday, in eonseqnence of a belief, 
that the maiij and deitructive firetwbich hftd deaoIatedTlvertoa, waa inteoded 
by Ptovidence as a juit judgment tor occupjing ao much of Suodajr in 
preparation for the following da;. See ptige 78. book I. 

t An old MMB. ia preterved in the duster houte near Wettminster 
abbe;, of the account here given. 
t Dugdnle. 
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^- °- she bad founded the abbey of Buckland, in Devoo- 
1262. shire, (in 1278,) "for tbe health of the sonls of 
King Henry 3rd, and Qaeen Eleanor; Gilbert 
de Clare, some time Earl of Gloucester, her father ; 
Isabel her mother ; and Baldwin Earl of Devon, 
her late husband ; as also of Isabel, Countess of 
Devon and Albermarle, and Margaret a nun of 
X^cock, her two daughters then living."* 

Baldwin the Sth, son of Baldwin and Amicia, 
succeeded to the titles and estates held by his 
father, and married Hawis, a daughter of Peter 
de Savoy.-f* and kinswoman of Queen Eleanor, by 
whom he had issue John, who died in France 
during his youth. Baldwin, 44. 11. 3., received 
the honor of knighthood at the marriage of John 
Duke of Bretayne, with Beatrix the King's daoghter ; 
and about two years after, he died (in France) by 
poison, (together with Richard, Earl of Gloucester, 
and others,) at the table of Peter de Savoy, and 
was buried at Brommore abbey. 

With Baldwin, ended the male succession of 
the de Redvers family. Earls of Devon, and this 
great and noble inheritance, descended to Isabella 
sister of the last Earl, wife of William de Fortibus, 
Earl of Albermarle; and the issue male failing 
on her husband's side also, she became the repre- 
sentative of both families. The 52. H. 3. she had 



• Di^iUle. 

t Earl of Richmond, mi an uncle of Eleanor, the QuMti of 
Henry the 3rd. 
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livery of the castle of Carisbrooke,:}: and Isle of A- o. 
Wight, and she confirmed all the donations made 1268. 
by her noble ancestors, (the Earls of Devon,) to 
the abbey of Quarrara in that Isle, and by virtue 
of her extensive inheritance, she styled herself 
'Isabella de Fortibus, Comitissa de Albermale et 
Devoaia, ac Domioa losulse/ She was, in all 

Sed of iMbella de Fortlbtu. 



i^i^jaa^/*. 



probability, the last who laid claim to Domina 
Insula, as it is said on her death, by fraudulent 
means, Carisbrooke castle passed into the hands 
of Edvard lst.t Her hereditary possession of 



J Camdea docribei CvUbrooke aa " eminent in the Ssion time*, 
■nd M> ndled ij ■ itnnge mingling at the name bi Whitgueabiug, from 
one Whitgar • Suon, (and now bj contiactian Caereibrook,") then Hrereign 
of the Isle of Wight, a. d. 630, who ii laid only to hare rttuiU the cutle, 
levring an impreadon that Cariabrooke la a place of great an^aitj. 

t See Dugdale, t. 2. p. C4, who girea t long Kconnt of thia trana- 
actiOD. Sir W. Pole howerer p. 7. dlaeredita this tale, and atatea that 
" Iiabella lold her posieaiionB in the lale of Wight to Edward lat, for 6000 
marfca, (paid b; the bands of Sir Gilbert Knorille, knigbt, William Stanea, 
and JeBerj Hecham, the King*! rcceiven,) together with Chrialchnrch, and 
Lambeth near London, the Zlit of the fid King'a reign." 
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the manors of Topsham and Exminster, giving her 
the command of each side of the river £xe, she 
erected a wear across the river for the benefit of her 
mills at Topsham, which is called "Countess Wear," 
to the present day. The exercise of this right led 
to " an inquisition being taken at Exeter, the day 
of the decollation of St. John the Baptist, before 
Malcoline Harleigh, general escheator of the King 
on this side Trent, before whom the jurors of the 
hundred of Wonneford, Cinter aliaj upon their 
oaths do Bay, that Isabella de Fortibus, Countess 
of Devon, bath made a great purprestnre, or nui- 
sance in the river of Exe, by erecting of a certain 
weare in the same ; to the great damage of the 
city, and the whole county adjoining."* 

Another inquisition was taken before the said 
escheator to the effect that "Isabella, Countess of 
Devon, about six years last past, had raised a 
weare overthwart the river Exe, and which is of 
such a height that the fishing and taking of salmon 
and other fish there, is destroyed on that side of 
the said weare, to the great damage and annoy- 
ance of the said city and county. "-f- The wear 
however was not removed, but the probability of 
some alteration having been made, to admit a 
passage in the centre, will be shewn hereafter. 

This Isabella bnilt within the site of Rongemont 
castle, at Exeter, a chapel, whcreunto she gave 

* Imm's htotor; of Eiet«r, page 27. 

tw. 
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certain lands, called the Prebends of Hayes, and 
Catton, for certun weekly services, there to be 
daly performed.')' 

Tradition has also ascribed to tbis benevolent 
lady, tbat extensive benefaction to the inhabitants 
of "nverton, for ever, of tbe "Town Lake," from 
Norwood Common to its termination, as well as 
tbe addition of Elmore* Park, for the benefit of 
the poor of Tiverton, but no evidence exists to 
justify the conclusion. There is however, great 
reason to believe tbat tbe donation was made by 



I' See Grate' 

* A cormption of Eel.more. El; U *Kid to hsTC deiired it* name 
bom Tcntt hRving been formerl; paid in eeU, the Lordi of the Mtucrt in 
that Iile being annualljr entitled to more than 100,000 of them; and Elmore, 
on the Sereni, obtained iti name from the inuneoae niunber of eels irUch 
were taken there, yarrel, p. 294. AIm the Parleighi, near Maidstone in 
E«nt, were given by Eldin, the mother of Harold, in Ml, to the monki 
of Chriitchurch Canterbiuy, to whom they produced an annual rent 
of 1200 eel*. St* LamtarJt a»d PhU^t. 

Some notion may be fbnned of the quantity of jotmg Eels about three 
indie* long, tbat pau up the Thame* in the tpring, and in other riven the 
beginning of inmmer, from the circumstance that it was calculated by two 
obaerren of the progreu of the young eels at Kingston in IB3Z, tliat IS 
to IBOO pasted a gtfen point in the space of one minute of time. This i* 
called Eel-ftrc on the banka of the Thame*, the Saxon word ilgnil^ing to 
go, to past, to travel ; a pedestrian on (he road is called a way-fhring- 
man ; the price of travelling by a conveyuice, ' the tare.' We have alao 
'thorough-lhre'; and 1 have Uttk doubt that the term Elver in common 
use on the bank* of the Severn, about Bamtt^le, and other parts of 
Devotuhire, tOt a young Eel, is a modification, or cociuption of Ecl'Esre. 
There i* no doubt that Eels occasionally quit tbe water, and travel 
through grass meadows when wet with dew, either in pnnuit of frogs, 
or to diange their situation, yami, 292. 
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Amicia ber mother, ttblch will be seen elsewbere-f 

By Isabella's marriage with VVilliam de Fortlbus 
£art of Albermarle, (who died in the year 1260,) 
she had issue three sons, John, Thomas, and Wil- 
liam ; and two daughters, Avice, and Aveline, 
which Avice died young, and was buried in the 
abbey of St. Meaur. The three sons died in early 
life without issue, and Eveline,\\ her only surriving 
child, who has been called Baroness of Skipton, 
married Edmund, second son of Henry 3rd,* after- 
wards Earl of Lancaster 5th April 1269, which 
marriage was attended by the King and Queen, 
and most of the nobility of England. She died 
without issue in 1274, and was buried in the priory, 
Brommore in Wiltshire, which was founded by 
Baldwyn de Redvers, first Earl of Devon of that 
name, her ancestor, on which this title and inhe- 
ritance passed into the family of Courtenay.;^ 

t See Mconnt of charitiei, part S. pnge 3. note. 

II H«r una were b ctom pUonee teiij ; and those of Edmund Eftrl 
of Lancatter, 3 boiu put. ganL or ; m label of S pointi az., raeli duvged 
with 3 flenr de lia, or. 

* Cominonlj called Crondiback, fh>m hla wearing the laga of a ctom, 
known anciently bj the name of Crutch, on hii back, the sjmbol of IliOM 
who TOwed vOTagd to the Holy land. A cmldi, uaed by the lame, hai 
a limilar origin. 

} The ftmil; of Redren had po*M«Md alrooat abaolnte power In the 
hondred Hid manor of Hvnton, for ■ period of more than two Centnriei ; 
and being patron* of the Church, the; exerciied, in the goremment of that 
part of their proper^, almoat unlimited authorl^. The inhabitant* of the 
manor and lordahlp had been their vbobIb, and wholly tubject to, and 
dependent on their Lord, who waa aatwerable to the uate for thrir good 
conduct 
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In followiDg this noble line, it will be desira- 
ble to retrace our steps to the earliest resident 
in England of this branch of an illustrious family, 
who had shone forth in dazzling brightness from 
among a long line of Emperors and Kings.-f- 

Dngdale, Pole, Camden, and other eminent 
authors, are so much at variance respecting the 
immediate descent of this noble House, beyond 
its high antiquity and splendour, before the period 
of which we are now speaking, that it becomes 
us only to state what we believe is undisputed, 
that Reginald de Courtenay, after giving his daugh- 
ter in marriage to the seventh son of King Louis 
Le GroB, abandoned his possessions in France, and 
obtained from the English monarch, a second wife, 
and a new inheritance, by marrying Hawisia, daugh- 
ter of Robert de Abrionis, or Averinchis, by whom 
he had no issue. By Reginald's first marriage with 
the sister of Guy de Danjore, in France, he had 
a son, William,^ who married Matilda, daughter 
and heir of Robert, Lord of Aincoort, the half 
sister of his father's wife, Hawisia, by whom, 
he had issue Robert de Courtenay, who succeeded 
in his mother's right, to the bareny of Oakhamp- 



t See Gibbou decline ud fall of Uie Romaii Empiie, voLll. 
page 294. 

t Beridei the uid William, and a daughter, married to the aon 
of the King of France, as mentioned above, he had alto Oervait, from 
whom descended the Tratya, Baron* of Binutaple, (ice Dugdale and 
Pole,) and Evelina, (he wife of GUbert Lord Banet 
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ton.* He married Mary, the younger daagbter 
of William de Redvers, (suraamed de Vernon,) 
Earl of Devon,-}' and had issue John. His 
sister-in-law Jane, wife of William, Lord Brewer 
having died without iasae, an immense accession 
of property devolved to the Courtenay family. 
Robert died 26th July 1242. 

John de Courtenay knight, and Baron of Oak- 
hampton, married Isabella, daughter of John de 
Vere, Earl of Oxford, by whom be left a son and 
heir called Hugh. On John de Courtenay's death, 
which took place 3rd May, 1273, his widow 
married Oliver de Dinham. He died in 1399, and 
his widow followed him to the grave 11th of August 
following, "et defuncta apud Fratres pedicatores 
Exonise est humata." 

Hugh married Alianom, daughter of Hugh 
Despenser, (father of Hugh, Earl of Winchester,) 
and begat two sons, Hugh and Philip : also four 
daughters, Isabella de St. John, Avelina Giffard, 
Egelina de Scbales, and Margaret de Meoles. 
This Hugh died at Colecombe, in the parish of 
Colytoo, (which was built by him,) 27th February, 
1291 : his widow on returning from Canterbury, 
was taken ill, and died at London 26th September, 
1328. 



• See p«ge 11. 
t See page 13. 
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JS,r^.rj^JS') Hugh de Courtenay, oa 
tor Courtenay; quartered with f the death of Isabella de For- 
^•^S^*,^C.i> tibos,t succeeded to .11 the 
■rgent, on a durf, gules, 2 mui- 1 inheritance of the £arls of 

eta or, for Laid St. John of 1 



Wight, which reverted to the Crawn,) being great 
grandson of Robert de Courtenay, and Mary de 
Redvers, his wife, daughter of William de Redvers, 
sixth Earl of Devon of that name. He was one 
of the trustees in "a grant made to the mayor 
and citizens of Exeter, by the Bishop, Dean, and 
chapter, for the inclosing St. Peter's churchyard, 
erecting gates, and not hindering the execution 
of justice there ;" which grant bears date 1286.* 

In 1297, Hugh was so much in favour with 
the King, that, notwithstanding be made not proof 
of his age, be was allowed to do homage, and bad 
livery of the manor of Evngbrone, Ebrigbton in 
Doi-setsfaire, and Plympton, Exminster, Twyverton 
and Topsham, in Devon, which descended to 



t At Stodcwell near London, ith Norember, a. p. 1293. 
"In Povderham Church," Mtyi Dunsford "is an old atone image of 
Ihia Connteaa IiabeUa, lying in a niteb of the north wall, with the image 
of a dog having bells about its neck, at her feet, and another at her head." 
p. S77' This tradition is without foundation, as Isabella was buried at 
BroQunore Prioiy, Wilts, In the Chnrdi of Canon's regular, as before stated. 
The fignre which is recumbent, has been recently removed to a place 
under the window in the south aisle. 

* Isaac's memorials of Eieter, who gives this grant at length, as - 
well OS tljat made by the Bishop, Dean, and chapter to the mayor and 
citiiens. page 22. 23. 

E. 2 
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bim as before stated. He lired od bad terms 
with Walter Stapleton, Bishop of Exeter, which 
was probably generated by a dispute on the 
Bishop's first coming to the Diocese, respectiog 
certain ceremonies customarily performed by the 
Earls of Devon, by virtue of which they held 
of the Bishops of Exeter, their manor of Slapton, 
which led in the end to an agreement, consisting 
of nine articles, and signed at Newton Plympton, 
A. D. 1308. In this grant he is styled Hugh 
Courtenay, esquire, son and heir of Sir Hugh 
Courteoay, knight. 

A controversy arose in 1309, between this 
Hugh, and the mayor and commonalty of Exeter, 
respecting the claim made by each party to the 
exclusive right of the market produce. The dif- 
ference thus created was increased in 1311, by 
this Earl's extending the wear at Countess-wear, 
erected originally by Margaret de Fortibus, as 
before mentioned, and building a quay at Topsham,^ 
for the purpose of loading and unloading vessels 



• BcsidM Hugh l«k Coniteiwr, Earl of Deron, he had Sir Philip 
Courtcnttf of Mareton, near Dartmoor, knigiht, alain in the battle of 
Strireljn, in Scotland ; Sir Thomaa ConTtenay, knight, who waa bnried 
in the Aaguitine-Piian in London ; Isabel, mttrried to John, Lord St. 
John, knight, of Baiinge ; Aveline, wife of John Lord GifTord, Hargaret, 
wif^ of John, Lord Hole*, and Egelise, wife of Robert, Lord Scalea, of 
New-cellea. Pol*. 

t It appears probable that ItabeHa de Portibni (tee page 16,) 
removed a portion of this wear, on the inqniiition being taken ont againtt 
her in II90, leaving an opening for the panage of veaaeb, which the Earl 
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there, which occasioned injury to the trade of 
Exeter ; whereupon snndry bills of complaint were 
exhibited against him to the King, who appointed 
commissioners to enquire into the merits of the 
case, which was determined in favour of the citi- 
zens ; but might, at that period, so mnch over- 
came right, that no redress could be gmned.'t' 

In 1327, be received the honour of knighthood, 
according to the solemn custom of that age, and 
bad his robes allowed htm, and all other accou- 
trements for the ceremony of bathing as a banneret. 
8. Ed. 3., he represented to the King, that he 
was by right of inheritance entitled to a certain 
annuity of £18. 6s. 8d, for the Tertium DenariumX 
of the County of Devon, with divers lands, from 
Isabella de Fortibus, Countess of Albermarle, by 
virtue of the original grant of Henry 1. to his 
ancestor, Richard de Redvers, in 1 100, which was 
paid by the Sheriff, and charged in exchequer 
accounts, until Walter Stapledon, Bishop of Exeter, 
Lord Treasurer to Eldward 2nd., refused to admit 
bis claim ; alleging that the annuity was granted 
by the King's progenitors, to the ancestors of 
Isabella, under the name and title of earls ; and 



of DcTon filled ap with Urge timber tui (toiin, m u effectnallr to prevent 
vaf water commiiiucation witli Exeter, and oblislng the iahnbltantt to 
have their goods brought three or four miles b; hmd. 

t Isaac's history of Eieter. 

X A Denarius was the firat Roman silver coin, and ten times the 
value of the Roman As, which con^sled of twelve nncia, or ounces. 
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Hugh not bearing that distiDclion, he could not 
be entitled to receive it : and on a like pretence 
the then Sheriff of Devon,* declined paying it any 
longer. The King ( Ed. 3.) required that search 
should be made by the proper Officers, into the 
records and memorials, and finding the statement 
of Hugh de Courtenay to be correct, he did, ( by 
his letters patent bearing date at Newcastle upon 
Tyne, 22nd February, 9, Ed. 3,) declare it to be 
bis Royal pleasure, that Hugh de Courtenay the 
elder, Elarl of Devon, should thenceforth assume 
the title of Earl as his ancestors had done, and 
commanded the Sheriff forthwith to call him Earl 
of Devon, directing, at the same time, the Barons 
of his exchequer to cause the sum of £18. 6s. 8d. 
to be annually paid to him ' nomine ComitiB.''}' On 
the 3rd Edward 3rd, " when the King averred his 
right to the crown of France, by the evidence 
of arms, the French for a counter-plea, made an 
unlawful entry into Devon and Cornwall; but 
Hugh Earl of Devon, removed it with 'posse comi- 
tatus' and re- committed them to the wooden prison 
that brought them thither."^ 

* William de Alba HarU. 

t These documents arc itill extent in tlie Exchequer, and the aub- 
BtSDce lias beeo tranalated and published in "Mills's catalogue of Honou." 
pose 77. 

i Careir's survey of ComwaU, page 97. Slowe calb them " certaine 
f iiBtes of Normandy and Genera, They did much injury on the const of 
Deron and Coronnll, and at lost entering Plymouth Haven, they burnt 
certain great ships, and most of the Town. The}' were however met by 
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The monks of Ford abbey, describe this Earl 
as endowed with great knowledge, and armed with 
extensive power, but consider be acted most inju- 
riously towards their abbey, in many respects. 

He was engaged in five expeditions to Scotland 
and one in Wales in Edward 1. time. He was sum- 
moned to all the parliaments of Edward 1st. and 
2nd., and in the 8th. of that reign be accompanied 
the King in an expedition to Scotland. In the 
first eight years of Edward 3rd, be was fifteen times 
summoned to parliament as a Baron, and to every 
succeeding parliament as Hugh Earl of Devon, 
being placed the 4th Earl in order, until the 14 
Edward 3. At the time of his death he was pos- 
sessed of 15 manors, and 4 hundreds in the County 
of Devon, and 6 manors in different Countries, 
besides many others mentioned by Sir William 
Dugdale.;}: 

Hugh married Agnes sister of John St. John, 
Lord St. John of Basinge, and had issue four sons 
and three daughters ; viz. John, who betooli him- 
self to a monastic life and became afterwards 
abbot of Tavistock ;* Hugh his successor ; Robert 



Hugh Courtenay, Earl of Devon, a knight of SO yean old, who slew and 
dromied about &00." page 23S. 

t Mr. Weatcote lajra the anna of the Comtenay family, in hii time, 
(1630) were In many different parti of St. Peter's Chnich, and among them 
the armorial bearing* of this Earl. Ckaveland, p. ISI. 

* The foUoning it copied from Rev. 0. Oliver's "Hiatoiic etilcctions. 
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who inherited the manor of Moreton on the death 
of his uncle Sir Philip Courtenay4 and died yonng ; 
and Thomas, who on the death of bis father suc- 
ceeded to the manor of Wootton.-^ The three 
daughters of Hugh were Eleanora, married to 
John de Gray of Codner, but did not live long ; 
Elizabeth, wife to Bartholomew de L'isle ; and 
Egeline, married to Robert Lord Scales. 

The Earl died at Hrerton castle, 23rd Decem- 
ber, 14th. Edward 3rd., surviving his Countess 
only six months, and was buried hy her side at 
Cowick near Exeter. 

At his funeral on the Sth of February following. 
Bishop Grandlsson performed the service in the 
conventual church, and preached from the text. 



relating to the MonaBteriet of Deron." 

*' The 23id abbot of Tnittock, and lubttitated for Robert Bonus, a. b. 
1331, mi John de Courtenay. Thii abbot had vaj little the tpirit of a 
idigioM man. He was pusioDfttel; fond of field-iporta, wai Teiy con- 
ceited and fopidih in hla dresi, and a moit incmable ■pendthrift. During 
his BOTcninient, discipline teemt to have been banished from the convent. 
FreqnCDtly but two of the communis were present at the regulsr meals in 
the refectory, nhUst the rest were feattiag sumptuouslj' in their prifate 
chambers. From the neglect of rep^rs, the monastery was ftUing into a 
delspidsted state and moteo*er was orercharged with debts. ' Monattciiom 
qaod solebot abundare diritlis et honore, erat et est oneribna debitonim 
usque ad mccc. Ubras aterliDgorum et slionun multiplidum onenun sardna 
pregavatum.' Vidt III. qf fiuJtqp GrmtditoiC*, Stg. /«. 134." 

t See page 19. note 3. 

t He was commonly called Sir Thomas CourCenay, of South-Pok, 
and married Muriel, daughter and heir of Sir John de Mules, knight, 
elsewhere called John de Meoles. 
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taken from the 29th chapter, 1st of Chronicles, and 
28th verse, (and there applied to David,) "Mortuus 
est in aenectute bona, plenum dierum et divitiis et 
gloria." He expatiated* as ve learn from fol. 235, vol. 
11. of his register, on the merits and virtues of the 
lamented deceased, in the presence of Robert Bishop 
of Sanim, Hugh de Courtenay, the son and heir of 
the illastrions Earl, Sir Thomas Cour teoay, Sir John 
de Ralegh, Sir Oliver Dynham, Sir John Lnterel, 
SHf Randolph de Alto Monte, Sir Ralph Bloyon, 
&r William de Botreaux, and others. Agnes, 
Countess of Devon, had died on the 11th of the 
preceding Jane at Tiverton, and was huried at 
CoTrick. On this occasion his conduct reminds 
us of Pammachius after the death of his wife 
PaoltDa, as described by St. Jerome, (Epist: ad 
Pammachium.) "(^seteri mariti super tumulos con- 
jugum spargunt violas, rosas, lilia, floresque pur- 
pureos, et dolorem pectoris his officiis consolantur. 
Pammachius noster sanctam favillam, ossaque 
veneranda elemosynae balsamis rigat. His pigraen- 
tis atque odoribus fovet quiescentes, sciens scriptum; 
"Sicut aqua extinguit ignem, ita eleemosyna pec- 
catum."* To every abbey in the county of Devon 
and to Plympton priory, the earl presented 20 



* " Other hnibinds KitteT upon tiM tomtw of their Trivet, rioleU, 
rote*, lillet, ind purple Bowera — knd unikge thnr grief of heart by theae 
dntie*. My Pammschiiia watered the lacred ember*, uid venerated bonea 
with the balivn of almt. With thete perfumei and odoun, he cheriihed 
the aleeping aahca knowing whtt ia written, "At water extinguishei fire, 
iO da nlmi aia." 
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marks ; to the priories in the county, 10 marks 
each ; to the convents of friars, 5 marks each. 
He gave to the fabric of Exeter cathedral, 100 
marks, and the same sum to Bishop Grandisson's 
new foundation of St. Mary's college, at Ottery. 
Amongst his attendants he further distributed 
40 marks."§ 
AraurfCaurtenay, impJedj Sugh Courtetu^, 2nd Earl 

with aiure, ft bend argent,/ gf 2)«J(m, COmmOnlv called 
inter 2 cotiiei and 6 UoiuS ' 



nmpwit, or, for Bohun. C Hugh Courtenay le Fitz, suc- 
Enri of Hereford. ) cccded OH his father's death 
to the family honours and estates at the age of 
33 years.* He shortly after did homage and had 
livery of his lands,-f- which received an addition 
of the manor of Moreton by the death of his 
brother Robert, 3rd. Edward 3rd. 

7th. Edward 3rd.,:( he accompanied an expedi- 
tion into Scotland, on which occasion the King 
obtained a great victory over the Scotch at Hallidon 
Hill, where it is said more than 36,000 of the 
enemy were slaio. 

i The ttor; meolioiMd bjr. Duniford, on the uithoiitjr of lUadon, 
Weitcot, Cle»velaad and other*, of thl» Earl having divided the living 
of Tirerton Into the present four porlioni, ii without foundation ; the 
arcount of vliich, is reserved for the general hiatoiy of the Chnid 
and living in part 4. 

* He vrat bom 22nd March, 1327. 

t " He inherited from hia father 14 rnanori, beaidei 'nverton, 4 
hundreds, 2 Advowsons, and the prebendaries of Hayei and Ken, in Devon, 
and 3 maDois in Doraetiliire." fDufdalr.J 

t "Bth. Edward 3rd., he obtained a charter for a mercate (market) 
every Soliirda]', at his manor of Moreton, and two fairs ; one on the eve, 
day, and morrow, after the feast of St Margarets." fDifdalt.J 
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15th. Edward 3rd. a writ was directed to him 
commanding his attendance at Newcastle by the 
24lh January, with 60 men at arms. 

16th. Edward 3rd. he attended the King into 
Brittany with 1 banneret, 12 knights, 36 esquires, 
and 60 mounted archers of bis retinue, and on 
every occasion be executed bis trust with courage, 
ability, and fidelity.^ 

About this period the Earl of Devon's valuable 
services were lost to the King from a severe indis- 
position, which procured him leave from his 
attendance on his duties in parliament, or accom- 
panying an expedition "that was made beyond 
sea." 24th. Edward 3rd. he obtained the King's 
leave to travel, in which year be built the house of 
White Friars in Fleet street.* He was summoned 
to every parliament during the long reign of Edward 
3rd., and towards the close of his distinguished 
life, 44th. Edward 3rd. he benevolently gave the 
market tolls as a perpetual benefit to the poor of 
the town and parish of Tiverton, appointing eleven 

i 23rd. Edward 3rd., he wu elected s knight of the mott honorable 
order of the garter, at Its first inititution. 

* "In 3Sth. Edmid 3rd, Uus Hugh Earl of Devonibire, 
RjdisTd de Branicombe, high sheriff; Henry de la Pomero;, &c., with 
consent of the County, and by the King** mandate, gave order* to Roger 
Piperel, and Thomai de ASeton, eolleetort of the uienmenti. to pay to 
Henry Percehay, and Nichola* WUting, knighti, £16. for their charges 
in serving the County as knights of the Shire in the last parliament held at 
'Westminster ; and they did likenise iritneaa the receipt of the money ; 
and the said order is doted at Eion, Anao R. R. Edwardi ill. 35.". 
(SeaMlamTt Hi*, page 152. 

F. 2. 
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of the inhabitants as guardians, or feoffees of 
that charity. 

During his father's life he resided at 
Colecombe, near Colyton, and on his manor of 
Exminster near Exeter, where William his fourth 
son archbishop of Canterbury, with others of his 
family* were born, but in the I4th. Edward 3rd. 
he removed to Hrerton castle. 

He married* Margaret daughter of Humphry 
de Bohuu, Eari of Hereford and Essex, and con- 
stable of England, (whose mother was one of the 
daughters of Edward 1st., and widow of John 
Earl of Holland,) by whom he bad issue eight 
sons, and five daughters. 

1. Hugh, bom 11th April 1327, and died 
in his father's life-time. He married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Guy Brian, Lord of Tor-Brian, in Devon- 
shire, and begat Hugh, who married Matilda, daugh- 
ter of Thomas Holland, Earl of Kent, (and Joan his 
wife, daughter of Edmund of Woodstock, son of 
Edward 1st., who for her beauty was commonly 
called the " Fair Maid of Kent," and afterwards 
married to the Blacli Prince ;) half-sister to Richard 
2nd. He dying without issue, she again married 
with Valerian, Eari of St. Paul. 

2. Edward, who married Emeline, daughter 
of Sir John Dauney, knight. He died also in his 
father's life-time leaving two sons; Edward his 

• Augwt Illh, I3S5. 
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successor, and Hugh Conrteaajt of Haccombe and 
Baunton, knight, who of Matilda Beaumont begat 
a son. Of this Hugh more hereafter. 

3. Philip Coartenay of Powderham, from whom 
were mnaj descents. 

4. John, who died without issue. 

5. William, Bishop of Hereford, afterwards 
of London, who in 1381 was translated to the See 
of Canterbury.* 

6. Humphry, knight, who died trithont issue. 

7. Peter, knight, called by Dngdale, Sir Piers 
de Courtenay, who died without issue. 

8. Sir Thomas Courtenay, knight 
The Earl's daughters were, 

1. Margaret, wife to John de Cobham, Baron 
of Cobham in Kent. She married secondly Sir 
Theobald Grenville. 

2. Elizabeth, first married to Sir John Vere, 
knight, second son of Anbery de Vere. tenth Earl 
of Oxford, and thirdly wife of . . . . Lutterell, one 
of her executors. 

3. Katherine, wife to William lord Harrington, 
and secondly of Thomas Engaine, knight. 

4. Joan, married to Sir John Chlverston ; 
she was buried in the Augustioe-Friars church, 
London. 

5. Anne, who died nomarried.t 



* For a pacticiilAr ucoQiit of Wlll«m, ■rckUihop of Cuterbuiy, 
and Cudiul, m well m' Sir Peter Coarteni^, *ee Fiince'i Worthiei 



t ClMTeland extendi bis ftuDil; to 
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He died at 'Ilverton 51st. Edward 3rd, aod was 
buried in Exeter cathedral. By his will, which 
was written in French, bearing date at Tiverton, 
1375, and preserved in Bishop Brantynghams 
register, he left many legacies, a translation of 
which will be found in the appendix.* Margaret, 
Countess of Devon, survived the Earl fifteen years ; 
and by her last will, bearing date 28th January, 
14th. Rd. 2d., she requested to be buried by her lord 
and husband in Exeter cathedral ;{ " appointing 
that there should be no other hearse for her than 
plain bars to keep off the press of people, and 
only two tapers of 51b. a piece, the one at ber 
head, and the other at her feet, without any torches, 
or other 1ights.§ She died 16th December, 15th. 
Rd. 2nd. being nearly 80 years old. 

8. Iisbell*; Mkd 9- Pbilipa ; oiieof«lioinwuiiiajTiedb)Dnyfa>n,uiduiodier 
probably to CbampenuHi, for, in Tiverton church were, rormetly, the arnu 
of Ciuunpemon impaled irith thoK of Courtenay ; and the CoDUleM of 
Deronahire, their mother, appointed a penon of that name one of Iier 
Eiecutois. 

* See appendii, No. 30. 

t " Thi« altar tomb with their effigies eagraTed Ibeceon, but without 
inscription, standi in the body of Exeter cathedral near the south aisle. 
In the window near this tomb are the arms of Courtenay by themaelTCa, 
and (1*0 Impaled irith those of Bohnn, before described, and in SL Peter's . 
at Tiverton, and at Crediton are umilor decoration*. " Over this moan* 
ment, was a anmptuous, curious, little chapel built," (Cleavelaod, p. 1&1,) 
which was TCmoved about 1620. It ^>pean by Bishop Brantyngham's 
register. " Ad instantinm Comitiise Devon," the Bishop allowed her son 
William, then Bishop of London, to consecrate the altar of this chauntrey, 
3rd June, 1381. PoL90i voL 2. Reg. 

i For the remainderofhei will containing many curious benefactions, 
^ No. 31. 
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Hogta, the eldest son of Hugh and Margaret, 
called Hugo de Courtenay junior, accompanied 
an expedition to France 20tti. Edvrard 3rd. and 
2Ut. of the same reign, being at a Tournament 
at Eltham, he had a hood of white cloth, embroi- 
dered with dancing men, ^nd buttoned with large 
pearls, presented to him by the King. This Hugh 
as well as his brother Edward, died during their 
father's life-time, as before mentioned, by which 
the title and inheritance devolved on 

AmB of Conrtena]', impaUng j.l jjnj j 

burrofe, oranduuivi on I Edward, the son of bdwara 

A ctuef of the firat, 3 pnlleti I • ri i> j • f 

between 2 e>quires, but, I and Emelme, and grandson of 
S«^^o^o7p^'tS:LS > Hugh, second Earl of Devon,t 
K-f^d^ o'.'S'^^a at which period he was only 
GcU^:T'2^i.''^r) 21 years of age, being born 
2nd May, 1357, was third Earl of Devonshire. 

In 1386 a charter was granted by John, King 
of Castile, and Leon, Duke of Lancaster, appoint- 
ing Eldward Earl of Devonshire, his Lieutenant 
in the County.* 

He was a distinguished Naval Commander, and 
the Ist. Kd. 2nd, he covenanted to serve the King 



t See Cleaveluid's lattorj of the CourtenBy family, alio Sir William 
Dogdale, page 201, where it ii clearly proved that it was Edward, grandson 
of Hugh, leeotid Earl of Devon, who cucceeded to the titles, and not 
Edward his con, ai Mr. Brooks, York Herald has asserted. 

* CoUectania topogtaphie et genealo^e vol. 1, contains this 
document, for the remainder of which *ee appendix, No. 34. It was 
copied from the original in possession of Sir John Trevelysn, baronet, of 
Nettlecombe, in the County of Somerset 
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^ ^' in his Royal Navy, under the command of John 
13M. of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster for three months, 
receiving the accustomed wages of war ; and the 
same year he was engaged for another quarter, 
to serve nnder Thomas of Woodstocke, £arl of 
Gloucester, with 80 m^n at arms, and 80 archers, 
of which himself, 5 knights, and 64 esquires were 
to form a part. 

In the 2nd. Rd. 2nd., he did homage, and bad 
livery of bis lands, and on the 5tb. Rd. 2nd., he 
accompanied the Earl of Salisbury, to meet the 
daughter of tbe King of the Romans, (afterwards 
Queen of Rd. 2nd.) at Gravelyoe, and escorted 
her tu Calais, accompanied by 500 spears, and as 
many archers.-f- 

The 7th. R. 2nd. He was constituted admiral of 
all'tbe King's fleet, from the mouth of the Thames, 
westward, and was chiefly instrumental in defeating 
tbe French, Flemish, and Spanish fleets, taking 
100 of the ships, laden with 19,000 tons of wine, 
causing that beverage to be rendered at a mark 
a ton. He afterwards became Lord High Steward 
of England, and presided at the trial of the 
conspirators against Henry 4th. 

This Earl was summoned to every parliament 
in the reigns o^ R. 2. H. 4, and 5 ; and in con- 
sequence of his many virtues, and being deprived 
of bis eyesight some time before his death, be 

t DngdBle. Pole. 
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was called the blind and good Earl. 

Hollingshed says, that this Edward, Earl of 
Devon, built mills on the river Exe, and erected 
two additional wears to those previously there ; 
the one at St. James's, across the whole river, 
the other at Lampre-ford. He confirmed some 
grants of lands, made by bis ancestors to Tor 
abbey, attaching bis seal to the deed, in which 
are bis arms supported by two swans;* and it 
appears in "Collectanea Topographic et genealo- 
gie," vol. 7. p. 327, that Edwardus de Courteoay, 
Comes Devoniee, 2nd. Henry 4th, bad supporters 
2 swans collared ; on a helmet and coronet a 
plume of feathers. 

"There is a great dispute," says Cleaveland, 
" between Heralds and Antiquaries, who this Earl's 
wife was: Mr. Mills, (an Herald) says, that 
Edward Earl of Devon^ire, by Eleanor, daughter 
of Roger Mortimer, Earl of March, bad Hugh, 
thirteenth Earl of Devon, which Mr. Vincent, 
another Herald, denies." Mr. Westcote finds fault 
mth Mr. Brooks, York Herald, for agreeing with 
Mr. Mills, which be says, is contrary to other 
men's assertions, and to the parliament roll of 
1st Edward 4th., wherein it is said that Eleanor 
second daughter of Roger Mortimer died without 
issue. "In the Church of Tiverton," continues 



* See CleweUod, pi^ 205. 
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Mr. Westcote, " the place of the Earl's chief resi- 
dcQCe, I fiad divers of the Courtenay arms with 
their matches impaled ; amongst others the Coat 
of Lord Camois ; also the arms of March and 
Ulster each impaled with Courtenay's. Now I 
take it to be thus ; this Edward Courtenay, Earl 
of Devon, sumamed the blind, had issue Edward 
Lord Courtenay, who received knighthood Ist 
Henry 4th, and died before his father, and it is 
highly probable that he was the Edward Courtenay 
who married Eleanor Mortimer. Now to prove 
that the Earl's eldest son was Edward, there 
have been lately divers deeds extant ; one in 3rd. 
Henry &th, concerning the advowson of the 
Rectory of Kentisbeer, wherein be is named 
" Dominus Edwardus Courtenay junior." The 
Earl's second son was Hugh, who succeeded him 
in his honours and lands." 

These conjectures appear well founded ; and 
I have a hss. pedigree of the Courtenay family 
written about 1590, wherein it is thus given ; 



Edward CourtCDaj, 
Comet Devon obijt 
u. 7. H. 6. ^ 



obijt ante 

pntrem. 2. Sonne s 



Hugo Conrten^, Edward Ailenora, 

Comit. Devon obijt Couitenaf, ob^jt. oior. 

an. 9. H. 5. 

In Mills's pedigree of this illustrious family, 
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also in my possession, are several annotations by 
Mr. Joseph Hall, Serjeant at Arms, made in 
1714, who, in referring to Eleanor Mortimer, 
baa drawn his pen through "their issue," and 
written "issue by another wife, Hugh Courtenay 
Earl of Devonshire :" and regarding the dotted 
line above remarked on, as implying a doubt, 1 
should be rather inclined to draw the latter con- 
clusion, leaving it thus ; Edward the good and 
blind Earl of Devon, had two wives ; 1st. 
Eleanor Mortimer, daughter of Roger, Earl of 
March, (an aunt of Richard Duke of York, 
who laid just claim to the Crown of England, 
as being a lineal descendant of Lionel Duke 
of Clarence, 3rd. son of Edward 3rd.,) by 
whom he had no issue ; and secondly Matilda 
a daughter of Thomas Lord Camois, by whom 
he had issue Edward, who died daring his 
father's life-time, Hugh his successor, and Eliza- 
beth wife of John Lord Harrington. 

This Earl died at the castle of Tiverton, 5th 
November, 1419, leaving a request in his last 
will, (dated at Tiverton the 29th June previous,) 
to have his body interred at Ford abbey ; 
he was, however, laid by the side of his 
Countess in the family vault under the chapel, 
adjoining Tiverton church. A magnificent tomb 
was erected to their memory, with their images 
iu alabaster finely gilt* and commemorated by a 
quaint inscription.* He was succeeded by his 

* Risdon, who wrote about 1630, Mys, "Id th« churchyard ii a 
G. 2 
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A. D. second son, 

"19. Arm. of ConrterayA Htlffh CoUTtmayy 4tk EotI of DeVOH, 

impaled with, ptiefc / then aged 30 years, who doing 

■ tion nmput, Willi } i. j ,. r i.. i j 

k border engrdied I homage, had Iwerj oi bi8 lands, 
or, for T.ibot j ^^^ ^^^ ^lg ^ g^ annuity, or 

the Tertium Dmarium of the County, and received 
by bis ancestors from the time of Henry Ist., 
by whom it was originally granted to Richard 
de Redvers, 1st. Earl of Devon of that name. 
He had previously been created Knight of the 



chapel bnJlt ij the Barli of tht. Coonty, and appropriated tot their bnrlab, 
( now demoUitied,) where there ia a tomb, onder which Edward Coartenay, 
Earl of Devon, and hii CoDnteaa were interred, having their effigiet of 
■labuter lomelinie lumptuooal; gilded ; and wa« about 40 yean ago to 
be leen, and which, it lamentetii me to write, time hath not M mnch defteed 
■• men have mangled that magnificent momunent, which bad tUi written 
Ibereon, a* «ome have aeen : — 

" Hoe t Hoe I who lyea here ? 

'Til I, the good Erie of Deroubire, 

With Kate my wife to me AiU dere, 

Wee lived together tyfty-five yere. 

That wee ipent wee had i 

Ttat wee gne wee here i 

Tbii wee lefle wee loete." 
In a preflwe prefixed to a lermon on the lin of Tithe ttealing, picadied 
and publiahed 1^ tbe Rev. Kdtard Newte, of Tidcombe, gtving a fidl 
•oconnt of Ae deatmetion of the Eaii of Devon'* diapel, he mention* 
•ome dngnlar dicumMancea cooneeted with II, (aee qipendix. No. 32,) 
therefore it appean evident, that although mndt igjury WM done la 
tlie chapel and mouomentt, in Qneen Elixabeth'i reign, or po^bly 
aa fer back aa 1549, the abaohite deatractlon of the chapel waa 
effected by Cnimwell'i ioldier*, aa Ifr. Newte, who lived at that 
time, could hardly have invented nicb a itory. 

nil Barl died Kiied of 98 manor* and hnndiedi, 7 borongh*, 2 caatlea, 
4 bamleti^ and the priory of Lodrea. See Di^dale, page S6. 
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Batb at the coronation of Henry 4tb., and 
was macb employed in the ware of Henry 5th., 
by sea and land, baring succeeded bis father and 
elder brother Edward, as Commander in chief of 
the King's fleet. He rendered great assistance 
at the siege of Rouen, by blocking up the Seine 
with 100 ships. " In 7th, Henry dtb., 1419. be 
served the King again in his fleet with 3 knights, 
376 men at arms, and 780 arcbera ; and that year 
there was an indenture made between Hagh 
Courtenay, Earl of Devon, Lieutenant to the King 
in a sea voyage for defence of the realm, and 
Sir John Anindell of Trerice, for accompanying 
him tbereitt."-f 



t " In die time of thii Hi^ I find in the Eichequer, (mjpi I^ 
Peter Ball,) a toj notsbk record of hb poncirioiu, puticniarly diiUn- 
gntoUnK what and how modi lie beld, u belonging to hi* Earidom of 
Dtvon, and what a* belonging to hii Barony of OMtm^toH. fTtyA 
Omr/nwy, ion and heir of Edward, late Barl of Dnmi, holdetli of the 
King te CtfUt £18. 6*. Sd. yearij rereniwi, to Um and Ua hdn for ever, 
out of the profit! of the Conntj of Dtwm, the honour of the cattle and 
manor with the borongh of PIfmplen i the manor and boron^ of TImWok ; 
the manor of Rrwiiatltri the manor of Ttptkmm and IWMmt/ the 
manor of Patt-AMlont the hundred of Wemrfbri anA Barridft / free 
fiihing in the river £m ; one acre of land in Wtodlt i three acrei of land 
in Blott-Dttmartl; one memuage, one plow land, and an aoe of meadow 
in Bat^fordi £8. jcarlj in hli lordihip of Helboghtoitt the adrowioiu of 
the dorchei of Tkromleigh, Mitten- DmmenI, St. Leoamrdhj Ston) the 
prioi; of SI, Jam** near Sxo» i the abbej of BueUtaid, with the appnr^ 
tenancei, and half the Fair of CnlltMeh, with the profiti of the lame, 
beddea the manor of Cadleifk, Milton Damanl, SotdmlUm, Blaek-Amton, 
and Bolet]/, with the appnitenances, all in the County of Devon [ and the 
manor of JSM/-Cojlcr, BartUngfon, vaAA^teombia the Countf of SoaMract ; 
and the honour and cattle of Ckritlehmreh, and the manor of Brngmod, in 
the Connt7 of Svat/tampton i and the whole Ul* tf Wigit, with the tfpat- 
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A- ^ He did not long enjoy his lionours and estates, 

1419. but having married Anne, daughter of Richard 

llxird Talbot, and sister to the renowned Sir John 

Talbot, created E^rl of Shrewsbury, by whom he 

had issue, Thomas his heir, and John, he died 



tenancei, ire, ind •ntiently were, pircek of the tame Earldom. And the 
hoaour, caatle, and msDOr of Otehampl<m, the manor of Samjifbrd Caur- 
fmay, dmriaart, Dntiltn, the manor of Ntwnluim, near OhillleUmlkeU, 
the boraugh and manor of CItfmleigh, the manot of Sx~Iilaid, and Sem», 
the borough of Sautttd, the maitor of IFMmfib and AUttbem; the hamlet 
la IfatBlom-Popl^ord, the manor of HmftiMr, mUweO, and CnUilen, the 
borough of CtdSfitrd, the manor of WMIJbrd, and Uutttnyi one mei- 
luage, one hide of land in BreJteland, TVyS, and SwuUaiMit ; aeren mea- 
tuagea, one hide of land, one mill in PotUtrfard near Csbimpfaii, one acre 
of land in AJbifliMt one mesiuage, 100 acres of land, and »]x acres 
of paatnre in Seglaie near B^ertimi the advowaona of the prebendi 
of HtigAt-Cullim and Kt*», In the chq>el of the cattle of Bxon, the 
adrowson of the ahhej of Ford, and of the Prtorr of Ooteici, in the 
Conn^ of DcTon ; and the manor of Baumgtvi, tn the Countj of 
Bamtntii the manor of Awnu-Ontrfnuy, in the County of D»nat, 
are all parceU of the honour of Okthan^Um, by the lerTioe of 90 
knight'* h** perbdnlng to the barony of Okehan^tBn. 

But beudes theae, there were a multitude of hnighfa ftet heM by 
knighfi aervice." Sir Peter BaU'a Hsa. See Cleaveland, p. 210. 

The following " copy of a grant of thia Hugh Earl of Devonshire, ( which 
1 had communicated to me, laith Sir Peter Ball, by Hr. Sampson Lennaid, 
Herald,) the original of which he saw nnder seal, for the rarity of the 
precedent 1 here transcribe : The grant ia in French." 

" To bU to whom these presents shall come, greeting. Hugh Conrtenay, 
Earl of Oevon and Baron of OkehamptCHi, son to the most noble Edward 
Courtenay, Earl of Derou, and Baron of Okehampton, wisheth health in 
God. Know ye, Tliat we have given and granted unto our dear and beloved 
Cootin Hugh Lutterell, Knight, and Lord of D'onstarre, to wear our 
badge, viz., a white Boar armed d'Or, with thi* difference only, that he put 
one double rose d'Or in the Shoulder of the said Boar, to have and to bold 
Uiii Badge of our Gift to him the sud Hngh Lutterell and his heires for 
ever. In teitimotiy of whidi we have put our Seal to this our letter, dated 
at Plymouth, the 13th. July, in the 7th year of Henry &th." 
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16tb June, 1422, leaving her, says Cleareland, 
"a fair dowry; viz., the manors of Hverton, 
Exminster, andTopsbam, Chirbear, Caverlejr, Newn- 
ham and Musberry, the moiety of the fairs of 
CruUeditcb, with their profits, oae messuage and 
one uarucat* of land, in Brokelouterel and 
Smallcomb, the handreds of Tiverton, Exminster 
and Harridge, tbe free fishing in the river Exe, 
the perquisites of the court for the borough 
of Tiverton and Caverley, to £18. 68. 8d. rent 
yearly, payable by the Sheriff of Devon, £20. 8s. 
5d. out of the demesne lands of Holboghton, and 
403. rent of assize issuing out of divers burgages in 
Kenford, all in the County of Devon; as also 
the manor of Hillesdon in the County of Bucks." 
Anne, Countess of Devon,-f- obtained the King's 
leave to marry secondly John Botreaux esquire, 
of an ancient family long resident at Molland 
Botreaux,^ near Soutbmotton, and died 16th 
January, 1440.^ 



* "Canicatc (from Cftnica, k plough;) ai much land u can 
reHonablj be tilled in a year by one plough." It is synommous with 
" Plough-landi," vhich ii generally eatimated in value at £!ifi per annum." 
Bums Law dictionary. 

t Thiilady on the 21it January 1424, obtained a Ucenee from Biihop 
Lacy, to have divine lerviee performed in the rectory houae of Tydcombe, 
in IlTertan parith, where the then retided. Bithop Lacy'i register. 

I " So called of the krd'a thereof, which had their dwelling in 
this country, and in Cornwall, from Heniy IsL to Heni7 6th's. tinie." 
Pole'i Devon, page 418. 

t In removing lome old bnilding, In Catharine street, Exeter, 
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A- D- Ainu of comteMyA TKojuos, SOU of Hugb, 5th Earl of 

»«■ pSSd E^S^dl / Devon, waa only eight years old at 

abordereomponndv I his father's death. Id 8th. Henry 6tb» 

■od ax. fat Beanfort 1 , ... i .,. - 

HuqaiaoTDonet / he Covenanted to serve the King for 
a year with 6 men at arms, and 21 archers in 
an expedition then made into France. His Majesty 
suled from Dover 27th April, and was crowned 

1435. at Paris shortly after. In 14th, Henry 6th, he as- 
sisted in the relief of Calus, with one knight, 24 

^^^f^^ men at arms, and 470 archers ; and on the 19th, 
Henry 6tb, he had livery of his extensive possessions. 

1448. In 1448, a long dispute occurred between 

Thomas, EUirl of Devon, and the Earl of Arundel, 
( the ancestor of the present Duke of Norfolk,) 
on the subject of precedence ; which was at 
length adjudged to the latter, on account of his 



September 1S39, an iDtere*t- 
ing lelic of antiquity wm 
diaeoTcrcd in a seal tthich 
matt hare belonged to Anne, 
Connte** oT Devon, bearing 
QilainMription round the outer j 
drde, in old EngUih chaise- S 
teni "fflgillom Anne Cour-|I 
tenay Counteaie Deronie." I 
The matrix (in the Earl ofll 
Deron'a ponenion ) ia of 'J 
bran, highly ^t, and in re- 
markably good pieaerratian. 
How this aeal cane In audi a 
t be coqjec- 
but there were dr. 
s M the time which led to ■ belief of it* having formerly been the 
: religjona edifice, of which there were ao many In Eieter. 
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being in possession of the feodal honours of the 
castle of Arundel, and the Earl of Devon was 
admitted to be second in rank. 

Shortly after the commencement of the Civil 
war, between the rival houses of York and Lan- 
caster,* he was accused of high treason by the 
Duke of York, but acquitted by his peers. This 
Earl and his family were strong adherents of the 
Lancastiian line, to which he was by marriage 
nearly allied ; but his support proved fatal to 
himself and his three sons. 

The 33, Henry 6th. a dispute arose between 
the Earl of Devon, and Lord Bonvile, on the 
subject of a couple of hounds; "which could 
by no mediation of friends be qualified or ap- 
peased ; until it was valiantly tried by a single 
combat on Clist-heatb, near Exeter, wherein, (as 
Dugdate tells us,) this lK>rd ( Lord Bonvile ) pre- 
vailed ;"-(■ hut Westcot gives a different result, 
saying that "after they had well tried each other's 
strength and valour with their naked swords, they 
embraced each other, and ever after continued 
in love and unity.'* The account given in Prince 
of Lord Bonvile's death, and an original letter, 
written during the reign of Henry 6th, and 
published in 1781, would lead to a different 



* Thtte two hoiuei choM for Uielr badges the red and white roM, 
the former was that of York, and the latter of Lancaster. 

t Prince's Wortbie* of Devon, page 111. 



_y Google 



58 HISTORICAL MEMOIRS OF TIVERTON. 

A- D. conclu8ion4 There is, bowerer^ full reason to 
I4J4 suspect that prejudice may bave dictated a harshly 

drawn statement, which bears all the outward 

signs of authenticity. 

Thomas, E^rl of Devon, married Margaret 
Beaufort, second daughter of John Earl of Somerset, 
and Marquis of Dorset, who was the eldest son 
of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, by bis 
third wife Catherine Swineford, by whom he had 
issue three sons, viz. llionias, his successor, Henry, 
and John ; and two daughters, Jane, first married 
to Sir Roger Clifford, knight,^ and had issue 
Charles; and secondly to Sir William Knivet; 
and Elizabeth married to Sir Hugh Conway, knight. 
He died in the abbey of Abingdon, under strong 
, ^ suspicion of having been poisoned, 3rd February 
1458, on attending the King when about to meet a 
deputation from both parties, with a hope of 
etfecting a reconciliation between the rival houses.* 



t See appendix No. 33. Thete eniioui lettera fordblj' exUbtt the 
extent of partj animoii^ exUting it the period of a war which estlnguUhed 
the flower of our EngUih nobilitr- 

i Who wu beheftdad on Tower-hill. Srd. Richaid 3rd, US5. He wm 
Mcond Mn of Thomas Lord Clifford of Westmoiland, b; hit wife Jsoe, 
daughter of Thonu* Lord Dacte. 

* "ThU Thonuu Courtena;, Earl of Devon, when King Heuir 6th 
tbunded Kingi college in Cambridge, and Eton college near Windtor, did, 
in all probabiht;, get one portion of the rector; of Tiverton ( called 
Priort portion ) to be appropriated, and did give it to King'i college ; as 
■1*0 the perpetual advowMn of Samford Courtenay in Deron. Sir W. Pate 
aajri that Samford Conttena; waa giTcn to King'i college bj Rcarj Bth, oo 
the attainder of theMarqnUof Exeter." Clcaveland. page 219. Poleii, 
however, in error, as the donatioo of the latter living did not take place 
until the time of Elitabeth. 
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Thomas Cmtrtenajfi son and successor, of 
Thomas, first of tbat name, succeeded as 6th. Earl 
of Devon, and was 26 years of age on bis father's 
death t shortly after vhicb he did homage, and 
had livery of his lands. He inherited his deceased 
father's political principles with the honours of 
his house, in his strong adherence to the Lan- 
castrian party, and received as a reward from 
Henry 6tb., an annuity of 100 marks, out of 
the manors of Milverton and Mershwood. 

He enjoyed the earldom only three yeai-s ; for 
after various changes of fortune, being engaged 
in all the battles between the rival honscs, he 
was taken prisoner by Edward 4th. nt the bloody 
battle of Towton,* (wherein the Lancastrians were 
completely defeated, with a loss sustained on both 
sides upwards of 36,700 Englisb.f) He was exe- 
cuted at York, with two other EarPs, and their 
beads placed over Micklegate-bar in that city, to 
resent a similar indignity offered to the Duke of 
York, after his fall at the battle of Wakefield, 
in 1460.:^ 



* The Imttle was fon^t on Palm-Simdar, 29th March, 1461. See 
appendii. No. 33. Letter 1. VoL 1. Edward 4th. 

t Henr^'i hiitory of Great Britain, VoL 6. p. 177, tecordi a ttUl 
greater ntunber. 

t It U said that the bead at the Duke of York, which had boldlj 
aipired to a golden diadem, was placed on a pole at the top of thii bar, 
covered with a paper crown in deriiion. Shaiteipeare alluded to thli 
drcoDUtauce, when he makei Queen Margaret lay, in the plaj' of Henry 6th. 
"Off with hi* head, and ael it on York gate*; to York tasj oirerlook 
B. 2. 
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°- As Tboroas, the last Earl of Devon was at- 

13. tainted of high treason, all his large possessions 
were confiscated ; but £dward 4th hoping to 
indace Henry Courtenay, brother of the last 
Thomas, to support his cause, restored to him all 
his familjr inheritance; but as the attainder was 
never removed, he did not succeed to tbe titles. 
The King's hopes however, were vain, and Henry 
retaining the principles of bis ancestors in firmly 
adhering to the Lancastrian cause, was accused 
of being engaged in a conspiracy against the King, 
found guilty of high treason, and executed at 
«■ Salisbury, March 4th, 1466. 

Or, • cheTTon gnin within ft \ On the death and attainder 
SU^Mn1'su""3b^ of Henry Courtenay, Humphry 

compound, Br.sad u. for Banj. j Stafford of SoUthwickc,* JU 

the West Riding of Yorkshire, was invested, by 
Edward 4th., with a great part of the Courtenay 
inheritance.-f- On the 20th April, 1465, he was 



the town of VoA." Sm i^penilix. No. 36. Letter 2S. VoL Znd. 
Bdwud 4tli. 

* Son of Winitm SlalI6id of Hooke and SoDthwieke, etqiuTe, ttsA 
KBtherine, daughter of Sic Joha Chideoke, and grand-daiighta of Robert 
Fitzpaine, and Ela bii wifb. 

t The following afford* (uffident erldence, if, pioof were wantiog, 
that part of the pouesdona thui convened to Humphry Stafford, wm 
the manor of llverton. " Tiverton : Rex coneeult Humphrido Staflbrd, 
UiUU, Maneriom et Burgum de Tiverton in Comitatn Deroniv, et alia 
Huudreda, Cattra, &c., tibe et H^edibD* maaeoUa." Originalia, 1. Bd. 4. 
Roinlo TB. Et Tide Ori^alia, 9. Ed. 4. Rotulo 30; et Ori^aUa, II. 
Ed. 4. Rot 54. 
" Dc Manerio et BurgD de Tlrcrton, aUaa Tyrerton, el AdroeaUwu tetto 
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created Lord Stafford, and on the 17th May, 
1470, was advanced to the title of Earl of Devon.^ 

Stafford's honors were of short duration, for 
in the course of the same year, he was sent by 
Edward 4th, with 600 archers to support the Earl 
of Pembroke and his brother Richard, who with 
18,000 well furnished Welshmen were employed 
to suppress the Northern insurrection. The two 
Earls accompanied each other to Banbury, at 
which place the Earl of Devon took up bis abode 
at an Inn. A fair damsel* was also a resident 
at the house, of whom both Earls became ena- 
moured, and contrary to the arrangement entered 
into between them, that the first in possession 
should remain so, the Earl of Devon was dispos- 
sessed by the Earl of Pembroke, which excited 
BO much discord-f- between them that, unmindful 
of his duty to his Sovereign, and the cause in 
which he was engaged, he departed with his 



putii Cuntin de HTertoii> eonec*^ Hnrnphrido Staflbrd, Hiliii 
Origintlift, 4. Bd. i. Rotulo 15." Joatt't index to the recordi. VoL 2. 

t " 11>ii HnnphreT, wnie ^eara befiKe he wm nude 8trl of Deron, 
by hi* testiment, bearing date 3rd September, 1463, bequetthed hii bodj 
to be bnried in the Cborch of onr L*dj at GlHtonbuiy, and q^pointed 
that Hr. Michael Got*, and Mr. Watti, then wardeni of the Gray-Fiien in 
Exeter, ihonld, for the Sa]?atioD of hii Soul, go to everjr Pariib-Cborcb 
in the Counties of Donet, Somenet, Wilti, Devon, and ComwaU, and M]r 
a lertnon in every Chnrcb, and Town and other. And because he could 
not recompense such whom he had offended, he desired then to forgirc 
hia poor aoul, that it might not be in danger." (Dugdaie.J 

• Speed's Hiitor; of Great Britain. 

t This ttOTj ii confirmed bj almoat erery Historiaa. 



A. D. 
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power, whereby the Earl of Pembroke, and Richard 
bis brother were overcome and taken by those of 
the North, and 5000 of the Welshmen slain on a 
plain called Danes-more near the town of Edgcote, 
three miles from Banbury, 6th Jaly.^ 

The King on being informed of this disaster 
and the cause of it, directed his letters to the 
sheriffs of Devon and Somerset, to make diligent 
search for Humphry Stafford, Earl of Devon, aad 
execute him without delay. He was in consequence 
found in a village within Brentmarsh, conveyed 
from thence to Bridgwater, and beheaded August 
17th 1470, leaving behind htm "this disgracefnl 
title, 'an Earl of three months standing and no 
more,'j:" and his body was buried in an arch of 
the South Oross of Glastonbury abbey. He married 
Isabel, daughter and heir of John Barry, knight, 
by whom he had no issue. 

On the execution of Humphry Stafford, /oAs 
Courteaai/, the youngest son of Thomas, and bro- 
ther of the two preceding Earls of that family, 
regained possession of his titles and estates, 
in consequence of the temporary restoration of 
Henry 6th. He attached himself firmly to the 
fortunes of the house of Lancaster, and used every 
exertion to revive their sinking cause* after the 

f Stowe** Aauali, page 422. 

t Millt's c*t»loftie of Honor, pige 473. 

* Stow* and Speed both mj, U>e Earl of Devon wa* with the QiKcm 
and fatoaztgti her to make another clbrt. 
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fatal battle of Baraet. At Tewkesbury he com- ^ ^■ 
manded "the rearward" (reserve) of Margaret's 1470. 
army> and fell sword in hand at Tewkesbury, 14th 
May, 1471. Thus the three brothers sealed with ,471, 
their blood the bond of fidelity to the bouse of Lan- 
caster, and with them expired the senior branch of 
the ancient and illustrious bouse of Courtenay. 
The last Earl was buried at Tewkesbury, and 
being attainted, his honors and estates became 
again forfeited. 

The victory at Tewkesbury having secured mrt 

to Edward 4th. the crown of England, he gave 

a portion of this Earl's inheritance, (part of 

which was the manor of Tiverton,) to 

GniM, 4 ftitiu in feu, u, \ Sir John, afterwards Lord 

^'^I'^'Z'Zi ■%nA««.t M a recompense for 

tween 2 cherrout, guUi, i his firm adherence, and faithful 

for Hawiffe. j gg^^j^gg j^ j|,g house of York. 

He married Margaret, widow of Sir John Ratclilfe, 
daughter and heir of Walter, Lord Fitzwalter, 
and had four sisters>; 1. Margaret, wife of Sir 
Nicholas Carew ; 2, Katherine, wife of Sir T. 
Arundell of Lanheme ; 3. Elizabeth, first married 
to Fulk Bourchier, Lord Fitzwarren, and secondly 
to Sir John Sapcots ; and 4. Jane, wife of John, 
Lord Zonch, whose heirs general succeeded to 
the family inheritance, (with the exception of the 
manor of Tiverton,) on the death of Henry, son 
of John, Lord Dynham. In what way the manor 
of Tiverton was given to this family, does not 
appear, or why, on the decease of the heir male, 
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A- D. this property reverted to the crown, but it was 

1473. held only three years, as the King in 1475, gave 

this maaor, (with many other estates in Devon,) 

Aim. of Ge^, Dtike\ to his brother George, Duke of 

of Clwence, Fnnce and 1 if ' j 

England, k label of 3, \ Clorence, &B appears by the follow- 

erminc, a canton gules, \ ^ 

impaled with gu. a uiteiri ing extfact from Joues B index to 

»r, ■ label of 3, com- 1 , , t ^ , n 

pound, ar. and az. / the records, vol. 2, " Rex concessit 
Georgio, Duci Clarentiee, Manerium Burgum de 
llverton, honorem et Hundredum de Tiverton, 
et alia, sibi et Hoeredibus Masculis. Originalla, 
14. Edward 4th. Rotulus 23, 24, and 25." Bat 
he was not destined long to participate in the 
benefits thus conferred on him ; for being accu- 
sed of high treason, in appearing in arms with 
the Earl of Warwick, purposing to dethrone Ed- 
ward 4th, he was tried, and being found guilty, 
was condemned, and executed on the 11th March 
U78. 1 478. The only favour said to have been granted 
him, was the power of choosing the mode of his 
death ; and to avoid the distress of a public exe- 
cution, he was drowned in a butt of Malmsey 
Madeira,* and buried at Tewkesbury in Gloucester- 
shire, by the side of his Dutchess Isabel, daughter 
and heir of Richard Nevil, Earl of Warwick, who 
died by poison a short time previously.-f* He left 
a son and daughter, the former Edward Earl of 



* The room in the Tower, tendered notoriou* bjr the perpetration 
of tliU infhmoui act, waa the «Mne in which the Cooulen of Saliibtur, 
Anne Boltyii, and Lftdj Jue Ot^ wetc confined. It wu attached to that 
part of the tower deatrojredbj file In 31*t October, IB41. 

t Spoed'i HIatoiT <rf Great Britain. 
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Warwick, who passed most of his life iu prison, and ^ ^' 
was, at the age of 24, executed on Tower-hill in '^^s- 
the reign of Henry 7th, 21st. November, 1499, 
learing an indelihle stun of disgrace on the memory 
of that King, and thus destroying the last male 
heir of the Plantagenet line. His daughter Margaret, 
Conntess of Salisbui7, ended her life on the 
scaffold, without trial, in Henry 8th's time, 27th 
May, 1541, aged 62, and with ber perished the 
last of the Plantagenets. 

Some accounts, not well authenticated, state 
that the Duke of Clarence was succeeded in this 
manor and lordship of Tiverton, by his daughter 
Margaret, Countess of Salisbury, as a dowry set- 
tled on her in marriage, but there appears no 
evidence to justify the assertion. 

Dunsford states ber death to have taken place 
in 1483, or commencement of 1484; but the un- 
happy and cruel termination of her life in 1541, 
is a well authenticated historical fact, and requires 
no further refutation. 

At, ft bead engrailed\ Sir Rtchord RutcUffe, knigllt,;}. 

>«.On«c«ntonofthei ^.^^ (hc lordship and manor of 

Ist a hor««( head cou- > ,„. i ■ . i . 

prf<.ftheiecond,fori Tivcrtou granted him by letters 
Hatdiffis. j patent from Richard 3rd., dated 

6th September, 1484. He enjoyed the estates ^**^ 



X He ma a great {kvorite and tool of Ricbard 3rd., and one of the 
three " leird Conncellors," and " fowning followen " a» Speed expresses it, 
of the King't, " that Mine better affected, set forth the present and oppressed 
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A- D- and hoQours conferred on him only one year, for 

■489. on the accession of Henry 7th, 1485, the Courtenay 

family were restored to that inberitaace, of which 

they were deprived by their derotion to the hoase 

of Lancaster. 

Arau of courttu;, impaled'] The first branch of this no- 

r''^'d\%r^;"r,( ••1'= '"■""y. "'"ng terminated 

Wife; ar, 3 cUewww, u, tot } in the death of John, Earl of 

L'Brchdencoii, Sad wife 1 and 1 p. -.l . ■ .i_ ■ 

bwry of 6 ple«^ vnrr ""i ] '^'^™" Without ISSUC, the in- 

fu. for Beaumont, 3rd wife. J heritancc was by Henry 7th. 
restored to the descendants of the next line, that 
of Sir Hugh Courtenay, of Haccombe, knight, who 
was the second son of Edward, the son of Hugh, 
2nd. Earl of Devon, and brother of Edward the 
good and blind Earl.* 

iSir Hugh Courtenay had three wives ; 1st. 
Elizabeth, daughter of Sir William Cogan, of Baun- 
ton, and widow of Sir Fulk Fitz warren .-f- He 
married secondly Philippa, daughter and one of 



estate in thne tcoffioE RIi;rmei, to their ((irther diigiaoe, dirol^ng their 
namei in maDner as foUoweth; — 

Tlte Cat, tlie Rat, and Lovell the Do|^, 
Rule all England under a Hogge." 
Alluding to the namea of RBti:liffe the King*! miachievoiu minion, and of 
Calesby bis Mcret tmducei, and to the King's cognizance, which wa* the 
Bore ; for which William Collingboroe eaqnire, who had been Sheriflfe of 
Wiltshire and Donetahire, wa« condemned, and iqwn the Tower-hill euco. 
ted with all eitremitie," but tmder pretence of hia having engaged in the 
Duke of Buckiogham'i rebellion. Speed's History of Great Britain, p. 9ZS. 

* See page 23. Book 2. 

t Hugh was aometimea called of Baunlon bma hia residence 
there after their nianiage. 
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the cfr-beirs of Sir Warren L'archdeacon, of Hac- *■ ^ 
combe, knight, ( widow of Nicholas Lord Carew, ims. 
and heiress to her mother's inheritance,) by whom 
he had one daughter Joan, married lo Sir Robert 
de Vere, knight, second son of Aubrey de Vere 
Earl of Oxford, whose descendants afterwards 
inherited the title ; and thirdly Maud, daughter 
of Sir William Beaumont, of Youleton, in the par- 
ish of Sbii-well, near Barnstaple, who died July 3rd, 
7th. Edward 4th., leaving issue a son named Hugh, 
( the successor to his father's estates,) and a 
daughter Margaret, wife of Sir Theobald Grenvile. 

Sir Hugh Courtenay, son of Sir Hugh, bore 
the title of Boconock from his residence in Corn- 
wall, and he was returned Knight of that Sliire 
the 25th. and 28th. of Henry 6th. He had two 
sons. Sir Eklward, who succeeded him in bis es- 
tates and was afterwards created E^rl of Devon, 
and Sir Walter. Also four daughters, whose 
descendants ultimately succeeded to the Courtenay 
inheritance. 
AriMofSirEdwwti, 3 \ Sir Edward Courtenay, knight, 
^l^k'tet^io'fa'pointB > son of Sir Hugh as above stated, 
!S,ftt;ir^"'*'"') was created, by Henry 7th., Earl 
of Devon, and the patent bears date 26tlt October, 
the first of that reign, 1485. By this charter, the 
Earl was granted 23 manors and hundreds, 8 ad- 
vowsons and prebends, and the fishing in the river 
Exe, in Devonshire; 6 manors and hundreds 
in Somerset; 7 manors in Dorset, Berks, Bucks, 
and Bedford; and 18 manors, hundreds, and 

I. 2 
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advowsoDs in Cornwall, besides other possessions.* 
He was a firm supporter of the Duke of Klcbiuond, 
and was chiefly instrumental in placing bim on tbe 
British Throne. He accompanied tbe King in his 
expedition into France 1491, and bore a conspicuoos 
part ( accompanied by his son William,) during tbe 
insurrection headed by Perkin Warbeck, in an en- 
counter with whose forces at Exeter, "he was hurt in 
the arrae with an arrow, and so were many of 
bis men, but fewe 8laine."+ 

He married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Philip 
Courtenay of MoUand,^ and had by her William 
Courtenay, his son and beir, who succeeded bim 
in bis honours and estates. He died in 1509, 
and by bis will dated 27th May, 1st. Henry 
8tb. 1509, and registered in tbe Prerogative Office 
of the archbishop of Canterbury, " he desired, if 
it might be conveniently done, to be buried in 
tbe chapel at Tiverton near bis lady.^ 

* It wu by lliis iJiMteT that the prcMut Eari of Dctod wa* enabled 



f Sir Philip Couitenay of f owdGTham, and ElUabeOi, dan^ter of 
Waller Lord Hunfcrford'i icGODd ion Sir Philip, wu the fint reiident at 
Molland. Be nuuried Elizabeth, daughter and heir of. Hengetfon. 

t For the remainder of thit will, tee appendix. No. 38. ChantiT'i 
were chapelt endowed with a jrearij revenue, for the malntenaDce of one or 
more prieati, to ling nuu* dailj' for the toula of the donon, or othen ap- 
pointed by then. " They owe thdr oti|^, to the opinion ao geoenOy pre- 
lalent in the Chriitian cbur^ of the efficacy of prayer in reaped of the dead 
aa well •■ the living." ( See penny Cyclopedia, toL 6. page 485.) The 
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TheKm.<rfWiiii«nCourtenar,\ William Courtmay, first of 
EariofDeron, or, 3 b>ite«% (he name, Bod 10th Earl of 

■ file of 3 points as. impaled 1 n . ■ ^ 

with th« wmi of Bngtend. ; DcvoQ SOD of £dvara Cour- 
tenay, fiucceeded to his father's inheritance. 

At the coronation of Henry 7th. he was 
created knight of the Bath, and in 1497, 13th. of 
the same reign, be accompanied his father the Earl 
of Devonshire, when the city of Exeter was be- 
sieged by Perkin Warbeck, on which occasion he 
behaved with much valonr. At the marriage of 
Prince Arthur, those engaged in a tournament held in 
celebration of the occasion, appeared under various 
devices, " Lord William Courtenay, (brother-in-law 
to the Queen,) made his appearance riding on a red 
dragon led by a giant with a great tree in bis 
hand."{ He married Katberine, youngest daughter 
of Edward 4th., which proved a source of great dis- 
tress to him, as it led to a suspicion of attach- 
ment to the bouse of Vork, and being accused 
of holding treasonable correspondence with his 
wife's kinsman, EUlmund de la Pole, Earl of 
Suffolk,* he was, in 1S02 thrown into prison, 
where he remained until the death of Henry 7th., 

frorda in the win " go to the perfomuace of my chaimtcy Id the uid ch^el," 
refer to the obituaiy lerTice. Some rents ere itiD collected in "nverton, 
imder the title of CiaaJry rtuti, bat the; have no connection with the above. 
See Dnniford, page 93. and page 72. book 2. of this Biitair. 

t StricUand'a live* of the Qoeeni of England. 

* He was the Kcood ion of John de la Pole, Dnkc of Suffolk, and 
Elizabeth daughter of Richard FlaDtagenet, Duke of York, riiter (o Edward 
4th., and a ftrat cousin to the Princess Katherine, Counteu of Devon. 
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A- ^ in 1509.-|- Ott the accession of Henry 8th. he was 

1509. released, and the year following accompanied the 
King as one of bis aids, at a tournament held at 

1510. Westminster, where the third prize was presented 
to him by the Queen, the King himself having the 
first, and the Earl of Essex the second. 

1S11. 

This Earl died 9th June 1511, of a pleurisy, at 
Greenwich, and was baried at St. Paul's, leaving 
issue, Henry and Margaret; and although the King's 
letters patent of the Earldom of Devonshire, ( the 
succession to which he had forfeited by his attain- 
der,) bearing date 10th May, 1511, were made out 
some weeks previously to his death, he was not for- 
merly invested with that dignity, and except by 
an especial order from the King, he could not be 
buried as an Earl. " His body Iwing cered, re- 
mained in his chamber in the Court at Greenwich, 
until Thursday, 12tb of the same month, when 
in the afternoon being well accompanied, it was 
conveyed by barge to St. Paul's wharf, where 
attended by several gentlemen, and the four orders 



t TbU Blliance with the honw of Torlc, which ippeared calenUted 
to raiae the Courteiuiy fuuily to higher eminence and greater honor, wu on 
the contrary, productive of conteqaence* eren more diiaitron* to them, 
than their former alliincc with the houae of Lancuter. It eidted the 
jealoLu; of Hear; 7th., who conld not conceal hia hatred to every branch 
of the house of York, though he had himaelf married the eldnt daughter 
of Edward, to atrengthen his title to the crown. It created «o mnch tus- 
^cioQ in the breast of Henry Bth., a* to occasion the violent death of the 
h^ of tliia marriage, and wa* the cause of the long imprisonment of bis 
son, which ended in the eitermination of all but the younger branch of 
this ancient and noble family. 



Digitized by Google 



BOOK U. THE LOEDS OP THE MANOR. 

of Friai's was solemnly broaght to the Black-friars 
with those trophies dae to his degree, the Lord 
Marquis of Dorset being principal Mourner. The 
Offertory and Mass finished, he was there buried 
by a Bishop, on the South side the High-Altar, 
leaving his said lady one of his seven executors."^ 

Katherine de Court^uiy, his wife, succeeded 
by letters patent, in the possession of the manors 
of Plympton, Oakhampton, and Tiverton,^ the 
castle at the latter place forming her chief resi- 
dence, daring the sixteen years of her widowhood, 
where she died on Friday, November 15th, 1527, 
about three o'clock in the afternoon. " Her body 
being embalmed, cered, leaded, and chested, was 
conveyed from thence to the chapel belonging to 
the castle,* and placed within a bar, the coffin 
being covered with a pall of black velvet, having 
a cross of while satin, and upon that another 
pall of cloth of gold, with a white cross of silver 



t De lilerii regit Henrid, pateatibiu factls, Dqmiiue Catlieriiue, 
ComitisSB Devonia, nni filiarum Regii Ediraidi it, de Castru, Houoiibut. 
VUlis, Burgis, Uanoriit et HundfedU de PlTtnpton, Okehunpton, et Tyrer- 
ton et •Ui*, in comitatibiu Dtyaabt tec." Jonei'i Index to the Records. 
VoL 2. 

{ Suidfbrd's Genealogy. 

■ The chapel wai richly adorned for th« oceaaion. Among other 
oraamenta were two nlver gilt candleiticka each having two branches, 
holding lights of vi^n wax, which, with twelve tapen were kept burning 
night and day. 

t John Chichester, John Pulford, Andrew KUiton, John Fortescue, 
Bartholomew Fortescue, and John Whittinge. 
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^ >^ tissue, garDiBhed witb six escutcheons of ber arms. 
1937. The corpse was atteoded day and night until Mon- 
day December Snd., when, in formal procession, it 
was brought to St. Peter's Church under a canopy 
of black velvet, borne by six esquires,"-!- ^^^ ^^^ 
coffin was carried by six tall yeomen, attended 
by Sir Thomas Dennys, Sir John Bassett, Sir 
William Carew, and Philip Champernon esquire. 
At each corner, {bearing a banner of a Saint, viz., 
of the Trinity, Our Lady, Saint Edward, and Saint 
Catherine,) walked George Carew, Nicholas Ashford, 
Richard Chudleigh, and Alexander Wood esquires, 
all in black gowns and hoods. Eight bannerels 
were carried by as many gentlemen, four on one 
side, and four on the other, namely, Philip Cour- 
tenay, Edward Speke, Richard Fortescue, George 
Yearde, Richard Sbute, Henry Waldron, esquires, 
and two others of the names of Blaett and Moyer ; 
and the whole was accompanied by forty-two old 
men hearing stall torches. The chief mourner was 
the Lady Carew, assisted by Sir Piers Edgcombe, 
and her train was home by a gentleman, followed 
by six ladies. 

The body was received into the church by 
the abbot of Montacute, accompanied by the 
abbots of Torbay and Ford, who sprinkled the 
coffin with holy water. The funeral was also at- 
tended by many other persons of high ecclesias- 
tical rank, who, with the abbots and 100 gentlemen 

t Sandford'* GenealogTi Vgt 419, 
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had preceded the corpse ia tbe procession, following* ^ o- 
in tbe order of tbeir rank next after the holy cross. 1527. 
Tbe coffin was placed in tbe chapel belonging to 
the family,* covered with a rich pall of cloth of 
gold tissue, upon which was a cross of silver : 



* TUt diqtel b mppcued to hive oecujued ttiat part of the eutem 
end of tlie dmrch which projects from the north wall, aod the entrance 
wumoit probahl; on thctiteof tlie preKntve«tr;door. lUidoD (ptge 72,) 
dCKiibea it u bsTiog been demolithed before he wrote, which wm about 
IGSO. In B note attached to page M, book 2, of thit History, 1 have 
remarked that a portion on!; of this chapel was destrojvd bi either Ed. 6th. 
or Queen Elizabeth's days ; and my coqjecture Is founded on tlie following 
extract ^m the prefMe to " a diacouise on the impiety of Tithe stealing," 
and pablished by the Rev. Richard, or Samnel Newte, rector of Tidcombe 
portion, In 1711 : and although in the note in question my readers have 
been refencd to the appendix. No. 32, it appear* desirable to complete the 
sulgect at this place. The extract is u follows, " A person named William 
Hill, of Tiverton, who in the hepnning of the Parliament's Rebellion, 
heard that some were demolishing the Eari of Devonsiiire't Chapel, which 
ttood In Ibe Charch.yard, and were earrjiag away from it what they could. 
He came thither upon the tame wicked design, sad found that they had 
broke to Pieces a Stalely Monument made for the Earl & his Countess, & 
carried away tbe materials, all the Ornaments within, & the Lead at Top, 
&, upon which, he Lamented his misfortune for coming to late, & said, 
' now they have lalcen away all before I came, there is nothing left for me,' 
But looking up, he saw a Bell at the eod of it, which they called tbe Saints 
BelL * Oh,' says he, ' 111 have this.' And getting a Ladder, be goes up 
to take it down, and so letting it lUp through his Haodi, the Brim of it 
cut off his Toe* on both Feet, by which mean* he became a Cripple, A 
wasting his Substance & a small Tenement he had, in the cure of the 
wounds ; he became miserably Poor & unfit for Business, went about a 
Be^ng upon his Heels with a Crutch & an underhand staff, & so he 
eonUnued several years, till a gentleman gave him a little Horse, that he 
might ride briber off & bsg abroad; as he did for some time, till at last 
in the Parish of Anstey in this County, he & his Horse were found Dead 
together In a Ditch. A dismal end of a Sacrilegious Person." 

Prrfaee. page a and 6, 
It was either in this diopel ot the one within the castle, the ruins of which 
still rem^, that tbe chantries, or prajrers Tor the dead, were said on behalf 
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vhilst four lights of virgin wax displayed the splen- 
dor of the whole. A dirge having been sung and 
other funeral ceremonies performed, the company 
returned in the same order to the castle, where 
they partook of refreshments which bad been pro- 
vided for them. The body lay in state, watched 
by attendants the whole night. 

"The following morning at seven, the company 
proceeded to church in the same solemn procession, 
and mass of Requiem was sung by the abbot of 
MoDtacute, (who acted as principal on this mourn- 
ful occasion,) in which be was assisted by the most 
eminent choristers from Exeter, as well as from 
every part of the county. Offerings were then made 
by all the persons present, in the order of their 
rank, beginning with the chief mourner, whose 
contribution was 6s. 8d ; the knights and gentlemen, 
the mayor and aldermen of Exeter, the yeomen and 
other attendants, gave in proportion. Dr. Sarsley> 
preached from the words, " Manus Domini tetigit 
me." When be bad concladed and the service was 
finished, the body was let down into a vault, on 
which the officers of the deceased princess broke 
their staves. The lord suffragan, (the abbot of 



of the Kmb of the Conrlena; tunil;. In page 6S, I hare leftaied to 
Mr. Duiufard'B remark* on tU* aul^ect Note 45, page 93, ta foUowi; 
" aome reota are non collected uoder the title of chauntij renti b; Hr. Wm. 
Smale, merchant of Tiverton, whoK father had houghl them ; and proba- 
bly the same that were given bf Edward Conrtenajr, Earl of Devon, for 
the purpose before mentioned." Theae renta formerlj held b7 Mr. Smale, 
are not, at present in hii pouesaion, neither can 1 diaeottr what ia become 
of them. 
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Montacute) with all the other abbots and prelates, 
returned id their pontificals to the castle, where 
they partook of a splendid entertainment.* Pro- 
vision was made for 500 persons, and a dole of 100 
marks was divided to 8000 poor people, two pence 
to each, to pray for the soal of the deceased 
princess.-f- 

HeDiy Courtenay erected a handsome monn- 
meat to bis mother's memory, with her image thereon, 
on the south side of the altar, in the chapel iu which 
she was buried. This tomb with the altar and its 
curious ornaments, and the tombs and statues of 
many other members of the family were demolished 
by the ruthless hands and blind zeal of the reform- 
ers, in the succeeding reigns of Edward 6tb. and 
Elizabeth .:{: 

Lady Cathenne, had by ber husband, one son 
named Henry : be became Earl of DevoD, and was 
created Marquis of Exeter on the 18th June, 1325 ; 
and Edmund, who died young. Also, one daughter, 
named Margaret, who was choked by a fish-bone. 



* Funeral eDterUiamenli btb Tcrr ancient Cecropt it Mid to have 
instituted them for the purpote of renewing decayed fiiendshipi, &c ; and 
Moreiin telli us that In England, they *ere to profuse on these occa^ou*, 
that it COM lest to portion off a daughter, than^to bui^ a dead wif^ These 
funeral feaata are no* almost extinct in England, but still survive in Ireland 
under the name of " nakes." 

t Norro}', king at anns, and lUchmond, herald at anns, were sent 
from London purposely to conduct this funeraL The reader will tecognize 
among those nho took part in the ceremonial, the names of many bmilies 
still distinguished in Devonshire. 

t See Risdon aud Ilcneit. 
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A- !>■ and (lied at ColcomUe.;}: To her memory there is a 
)U7. monument of an antique form still remaining in the 
parish church of Coliton; a recumbent figure of a 
child, and effigies of an angel at her head, and a dog 
or lion reposing at her feet, over which were 1. Coar- 
tenay arms impaling quarterly France and Eng- 
land, 2, Courtenay atone, 3. quarterly, France and 
England alone. It hears the following inscription. 

"Margaret. Hm^Ut of SStflUam eourtmas, 
Savl of ^ebon; anS t^t ^vinttw WU^tviat, 
youngest Oatig^tn of Strtvavtt t^tJFouvt^, Stfng 
of Snglantt ; ttUD at (ItoUowibe, c^oltett lis a 
1l»ft=^oM ^. 13. MJ^XHH, antr toas bnrteS tins 
Uev fift Sieaftitrob) in i^t Nori]^ ^tranae$t of t^is 

iB^UVC^." Singular as it may appear, the north 
aisle still bears the title of Choke-bone Aisle. This 
monument, after having its beautiful canopy of ta- 
bernacle work destroyed, and being otherwise muti- 
lated, while in its original place in the north aisle, 
was removed to its present situation, and repaired 
at the expense of Dr. Barnes, at that time the 
worthy Rector of Coliton. 

Amongst some ancient evidence belonging to 
this familv, there remains extant a deed under the 



t See page 13 and S2. Colcombe Cutle is at present in nuns, but 
evidently inilic(tte« a degree of bye-gone grandeur, and la situated in ft 
retired nook of the Combe of Colj. Hugh Courtenay rended there in n 
house which he had built -, lubsequent Earb enlarged the oriijnal edifice, uid 
in 1497, William Coortenaj began to extend and adorn the &brie, b; giving 
it > castellated form ; bi^ oving to hU death, and the att^der of his sou 
Henry, the design iras not then earned into execution ; but Sir W. P0I4 
knight, the historian, purchased tlua property, repaired the castle, and UNufe 
it his place of abode. 
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liand and seal* of this Katberine, Coantess of Devon, a. i 
dated 3. H. 8. and signed Kath. Devonshire : It is ua; 
directed To our trusty and well-beloved Cotmcellorst 
Lewis Pollard, the Kings Sergeant at Law, John Rowe, 
Sergeant at Law, Sir John Arundell, knight. Steward 
of our Lands; and in it she "enables and directs 
them, to enquire and ascertain what was due for 
aid purfile Marier, expressing, that Margaret her 
daughter was then above 13 years old, and that by 
the grace of God she intended to purvey for her a 
convenient marriage."-}- 

* The Mai of Eatherioe, Connten of Deroaahiie, m delineated la 

Sandfotd'i Genealo^nl Hirtoiy, U here ^ren, bearing the unu of WilTi.m 

Courtenay, Ear] of Deron, 

viz. quarterly, I aud 4. or, 

3 torteanx gnlet; 2 and 3, 

Or, B lion rampant aiure, 

for De Ripariis or Redven ; 

impaLng quarterly, Snt 

France and England ; 2 and 

3, or, a crow guieg for Vliter 

and 4th Mortimer: the arms 

aupported on the right tide 

with a dolphin, and on the 

left with the lion of March : 

upon the top of the etetit- 

cheon appear! a deml-rose 

within the rayi of the nin : 

the aeal ii dmuDMribed With 

these word*, " KATHEBINE COUNTESS OF DEVON, DADGHTEB, 

SISTER, AND AUNT OF KINGS." The indenture to which the Mai 

ia affixed, ia dated 24th October, I&IS. These arms of William Courtena;, 

Barl of Devon, impaling those of Katherine his wife, were in one of the 

windows of Tiverton church, with thoae of her husband, and were there 

when Cleaveland wrote )73&, from whom these extracts were taken, but 

they have been long since removed, aad no trace of them remain. 

t Cleaveland, page 247. 
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A. 0. Miss Strickland in her Queens of England, 

ifi27. mentions several circamstances connected with this 
Princess, and amongst others the fact of her being 
at the tower to receive the Queen " on her arrival 
from Greenwich to Richmond in Fehruary, or late 
in January 1503, for the Royal purse received a 
supply by the hands of Katherine of 46s. Sd.," and 
the Princess who was shortly after horn, (which 
occasioned the Queens deatli,) received her aunt's 
and god-mother's name. Previous to the foregoing, 
it appears in the privy purse expenses "that the 
Queen devoted a large part of her income to the 
maintenance of her sisters, but in the last year of 
her life her expenses were increased by the charges 
of her sister Katlierine's children." The cause which 
led to the difficulties by which the Countess was 
surrounded, doubtless arose from her husband, 
William Courtenay's property being under confis- 
cation, on his imprisonment, as before stated. The 
account proceeds by stating that " the Queen placed 
her destitute sister in close attendance on her own 
person, and toolc charge of her little children, send- 
ing them to be nursed at her palace of Havering 
Bower ( in Essex.) The little Lady Margaret Cour- 
tenay cholied herself at Haveriog by a fish-hone, 
and Lord Edmund, her brother, likewise died 
there."* The latter part of this statement respect- 
ing their place of residence is incorrect, as they 
resided at Colecombe, near Colyton in Devon, where 
both the children died ; and it appears highly 

* Strjcklaod's Quecni of England. Vul. I. page CO. 
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probable that the leaden coffin discovered in St. 
Peter's church, "nvertoo, in 1820,* contained the 
remains of Lord Edmund, as some memorial would 
doubtless hare existed had he been buried at C0I7- 
ton, as in his sister's case; and it is well known 
that all the monuments in the Earl of Devon's cha- 
pel in Tiverton church, were destroyed.-f- It also 
appears very likely that these children died nearly 
at the same time, as the Queen, it is s^d, "was 
at the cost of their funerals." 

Henry Courtenay, 
second of that name, 
succeeded his father 
■ William Courtenay, 
as Earl of Devon, in 
1522, he obtained a 
grant of the lordship 
of Caliland, in Cornwall, and "a fair mansion situ- 
ate in the parish of St. Lawrence, Poultney, within 
the city of London," both of which reverted to the 
Crown by the attainder of Edward Duke of Buck- 
ingham ; and he was one of the 26 peers who sat on 
the trial of that Duke. On the death of his mother 

* See port laL page 230. 

t See Ritdon, page 72, and put 2, page 72, note. 

t These uma within the guler aie painted in the roof of the 
diapel of St George of Windior, being knight of the mott noble order of 
the garter. Tliere were likewiae thii Marqiiia'i arm* in a window of the 
Council chamber in the Onildhall at Exeter; bnt the; have been remored, 
and are carved on atone by the ch>^ entrance of Oreenwajr'* almaJionae, 
Gold itieet, Tiverton ; on the cornice of which are alio the Courtenay anni 
with those of Greenway. 



1. Anna of England with a border qnartcred 
gn, and ax, the lit and 4th. cmbroyney Lion*, 
the 2nd. and 3rd. entofre fleur dr li*. 
2 and 3. Or, 3 torteaiue*, for Courteoay. t 
4. Or, a Lion rampant, az. for Redvera, impa< 
ling barry of 6, ar. and ax. 3 torteauxe* in chief, 
and ■ label of 3 points, ermine, for Eliiabctli 
Grey, lit wife ; and barry nebule of 6, or, imd 
aa. for Gertrude Blnnl^ 2nd. wife. 
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the Princess Katberine, be became possessed also of 
the manors of Plympton, Oakhamptoo, and Tiverton. 
He bore a conspicuous part in almost all the oecur- 
rences of Henry's reign, and accompanied tlie King 
in an interview between him and the King of France, 
on the celebrated *' field of the Cloth of gold." He 
ran there a joust with the French King, " in which 
both shivered tbeir lances and maintained their 
course nobly." He also behaved with great gallan- 
try at a tournament given in honour of the Emperor 
Charles Sth's. visit to England ; and Christian, King 
of Denmark was nobly received at Dover, by the 
Earl of Devonshire, and the Bishops of Exeter and 
Norwich, who conducted him to London. 

On the I8th June 1525, he was created Marquis 
of Exeter, and the same year was one of the com- 
missioners of the King of England, in the treaty 
made for the redemption of Francis 1st., King of 
France, then a prisoner to the Emperor Charles 5th. 

He bad early in this reign been created Knight 
of the Bath, and in 1532 was advanced to still higher 
honour, for he was declared by Henry 8th., before 
bis departure for France, to be the next hetr to the 
Crown. This honour was of short duration, for in 
the following year, the Marchioness of Exeter stood 
sponsor to the Princess Elizabeth,* who was theu 
proclaimed heiress to that Throne which she after- 
wards so ably filled. 



* Lodge'* Geaealog; of the Peerage, pa^ 122. The Marchioneu 
gave the infant Pnoccu an thii occasion, " three standing bods, graven, 
all gilt, with a cover," Cleavelaud, page 249. 
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In 1536, he assisted at the trial of Queen Anne 
Boleyn ; and in consequence of a rising in the North 
amongst the people, to the numher of 40,000 strong, 
the Marquis of Exeter mustered his retainers at 
Bi-adninch,* "and brought," says Hollingshed, "a 
jolly company of Western men completely appoint- 
ed," to join the King's forces. In 1538, he was made 
Lord High Steward, and presided in Westminster 
Hall at the trial of Lords Darsey and Hussey. 

A period however arrived, when he met the fate 
that then too frequently followed the distinction of 
pomp and power. He fell under the frowns and dis- 
pleasure of his imperious master, and Henry beheld 
with jealousy and envy the virtues of his noble mind, 
and looked with suspicion on his popularity and ex- 
tensive influence ; for the power which he exercised 
over a vast body of followers and dependents was 
little less than Hoyal. On the 5tb November 1538, 
says Lord Herbert, " Henry Courtenay Marquis of 
Exeter, and Earl of Devon ; Henry Pole, Lord 
Montacute; and Sir Edward Nevil, brother to the 
Lord Abergavenny, were sent to the tower, being 
accused by Sir Geoffrey Pole, brother to the Lord 
Montacute, of High Treason -.^ they were indicted 
for devising to maintdn, promote and advance one 



* " Henr^r. Msrquii of Bieter itm by Xing Heniy Btb, made tteward 
of the Dudij of Cornwall, and of all the StonDeries in both that County and 
Devonahite ; and therefore it vu upon the aorthern rebellion, that he mus- 
tered hii men in Braduiach, from ita belonging to that Duchy." CIcaveland 

page 253. 

t A trmdition exiati in TiTCrton, where the Marquia generally reaided, 
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Reginald Pole, late Dean of Exeter, and dethrone 
the King.* The Marquis and Lord Montacute 
were tried by their peers, the 2nd. and 3rd. of De- 
cember at Westminster, before the Lord Audley, 



that BD old mail, named Robert, a weaver, came to him ouder mnch appa- 
rent uitiety, to say, that on a certain day, if he did not «ave himiclf bjr 
flight, he would be trited by the King;'* order*, be tent prisoner to London, 
and lose hit head. The Marqiu* disregarded this predictiOD ; and when the 
day aniTCd, he sent for old Robert to s^ he was a folte prophet, and threat- 
ened to have him poniihed. " My Lord," say* the old man, " you have not 
one montent to spare, fly ! tbr a party of Horsemen are at thia time dote to 
the town to take you." The Marquis heutated fbr an inilant, bat it wat too 
late, a party had indeed surrounded the castle, who seiicd the Harquis la 
the King's name, on a chai^ of high-treason, in conspiring with Itis rela- 
tive. Cardinal Pole to cause the King's death, and being conveyed a 
prisoner to London, be there lost hit head as old Robert had predicted. 
See Cleaveland, page 252. 

• "The Indictmni tluii mu fimmd tf the Ormd /toy in tlit Camlp 
^ Surrey, ^tiui Henry Courtenay, Jfn-fiteH qf Eieter, aad Sir NichoU* 
Caiew, fbf wlHeh tl apptar* vimt it «m> fir wUei they wtr* TVierf 
Mi tkmdemnei."J 

"Snney at. ANNO tricestimo Henrid Octavi, Heutiena Uarehio Bion 
proiUtorie dicebat, / Wke weSq^ the pncetdbigt of (krdmtl 
Pole: Btnlleiina, Ait I liit not the PrACMdnft t^ thi* 
Jlasbm and I tnut to tte a Chtmg* tf the WoM, Bt 
ullerins, / tnet eaee to kmt a fair Dag fipm thou Knapto 
lehidtnOtatotUlhtKi^t Bt vitaiiiM, I tnut to fite them 
m Buffet on* DMf." 

He accounti p ieterve d by those who wish to give a bvorable pretext for 
Heniy Sth't tyrannical conduct, i^pear feeble indeed, and luckily they bH 
concur in ascribing it to the Marquis of Exeter's "treasonable designs," (as 
Dr. Burnet eipretse« it,) in consinring to take the King's life, end raiae 
Cardinal Pole to his place ; but both the Marquis of Exeter, and Lord 
Montacute had a prior daim : Henry Courtenay as beii^ the son of Kathe- 
rine, daughter of Edward tth., and Lord Montacute, at an dder brother 
of Cardinal Pole, and being the grandson of George, Duke of Clarence, K 
younger brother of Edward 4th. Thus it appears that the Marqois of Exeter 
had the fitat, and Lord Montacute the tecond claim, before Cardinal Pole. 
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Lord chancellor, and for that time, Lord High 
steward of England, by whom they were found 
guilty. On the 9tfa January the Lord Marquis, and 
Lord Montacute, with Sir Edward Nevil, lost their 
beads on Tower-hill. 

On the 4th February following, Sir Nicholas 
Carew, who was both Master of the Horse, and 
Knigbt of the garter, was arraigned for being an 
adherent to the Marquis of Exeter, and having spo- 
ken of bis attainder as unjust and cruel,* it led to 
bis execution on the 3rd of March. 

The following year Henry procured from bis 
servile parliament, a confirmation of the Mar- 
quis's attmnder; "and it is a blemish," says Dr. 
Burnet, "never to be washed off and cannot be 
sufficiently condemned, the attainting of some 
persons whom they held in custody, without bring- 
ing them to trial : the chief of them were 
the Marchioness of £xeter,-t- and tbe Countess 



* Bt quod Nicholiu Ckrew Hile* nulitiow ct protUtorie manntiTavit, et 
indigiuktiu Aiit, et dicebftt Iubc verbft ADglicona, / marW 
fitaltj/ tkat lit IitdietmMt tgatiul tie Lard Marjuttt we» to 
tetrttly handUd, and to wJkif Ptrpoit, fir th» Hit wa» nteer 

Per Bagam Stmt mm ienP coram Thoma 

Avdilf, ChanttUar it aUit, 30. Hemy 9. 

Cl«ave1aad, appendix pftge 2S. 

f Min StrickUnil, in ber livei of the Queen'i of Eaglaiid, obaerves, 

vol. b, page 222, " tlie wrelched mdow Gertrude, late wife of the elegnnt 

Marquii of Eieter, involved Id her hiuband's wiitence, Uid in the T&wer 

expecting daily execution," and from nhenee the wa* releued at the general 

pwdon, (with til exception! of which her son Edward wa« one,) on the ac- 

cestion of Edward 6tb. to the Throne. 

" She foilon'cd Queen Mar; to the tower when she released her son, and 
waa aflcrwarda made lady of the bed-rhamber, nilh so high a degree of 
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of Saram.":{: To be suspected, was, in tbose des- 
potic days, not only a prelude to, but considered 
a sufficient reason, for punishment and death. 

The Marquis was twice mai-ried, first to Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Sir John Grey, Viscount Lisle, by 
whom be had no issue; secondly to Gertrude, 
daughter of William Blunt, baron of Mountjoy, by 
whom be bad issue Henry, who died young, and 
Edward, who, though only twelve yeara old at the 
time of bis father's execution, was confined in the 
tower during the remainder of this reign, and the 
whole of that of Edward 6th., being one of the six 



hTouT, that ihe tlutred the bed of her Rojtl kimwoman." id. 

"The UBTchiODesi made her will Sepl«Diber 23tb, 1598, 4 and S of 
Philip and Mury, in which ihe bequeathed her bod; to be buried in the 
Chancel, or Parish-church when she ahauld deport this life, appotntiog a 
Dirge and a trental of Masiei to be said or sung for her r to her sister 
Catherine Berkeley Ac gave a gown of black velvet Qowered with jenneta: 
to her brother Mr. John Blunt, £20 ; and to her couun James Blunt a 
standing ^t bowl with a cover. She wai buried in Wynbum-Minstet in 
Dorsetshire, where, on the North tide of the Choir, is a Aur but plain 
marble Monument erected la her memory, round the upper port of whidi 
wai formerly inlaid a plate of brass, whereon was a latin inscription, but 
Ihe greatest part of it Is now gone. The whole Epitaph is re^stend in 
the Parish-book in English, as foUowi ;— 

" In this lyes entombed Gertrude Blunt, Marchioness of Exeter, daughter 
of William Blunt. Lord Mountjoy. and wife of Henry Courtenay, Earl oi 
Devonshire, and Marquis of Exeter, beheaded by King Henry Bth ; whidi 
Henry Courtenay was son of William Conrtcnay, Earl of Devonshire, by 
Catherine the daughter of King Edward Ith." Cleaveland, page 253. 

t Henry's history of Great Britain, vol. 2, pp. 308-310. Cleaveland 
( page 952.) says that the chai^ against her was " that she had confederated 
with Sir Nicholaa Carew, in his treasons." The treason of Sir Nicholas is 
detailed in the preceding note, and the lady of "the Lord Harquesa" 
abetted him ; and this was her crime ! ! 
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who were specially excepted from the general par- 
don, granted by this king on his accession. The 
extensire domains beloiiging to the Marquis were, 
after his attainder, granted by Henry 8th, to various 
persons:^ in whose possession they remained until 
the reign of Edward 6th. 

Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset, uncle to 
the king, and regent and protector of the kingdom, 
obtained from bis nephew, a grant, among other 
lands, of the lordship, hundred, manor, and borough 
of Tiverton, of which be held possession until his 
fall and death ;* and although it is said his family 
retained them for three years after this event, from 
the date of the grant made to Sir Henry Gate, 
that does not appear to have been the case. 

Amu, Enn. 3 \ Sir Henry Gate, knight, then obtained 

Lion* r«mp«it j from Edward 6th., in addition to other 

grants,-f- the manor of Tiverton, as appears by the 



t Vfiea, after the attainder of thii Earl, his land* came into the poa- 
Ktdon of the crown, all the park* belonging to the Earldom were deatrofed, 
and the land waa turned to tillage and pa»tuie by order of Henry Bth ; much 
to the annojBOce of the neighbouring gentry. Cleaveland tella ua that the 
king acted at the raK^ition of Sir Richard Pollard, bnt that he afterwsrda 
regretted having given anch order*. 

* Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset, wai brother of Lady Jane 
Sejrnionr, third wife et Henry 8th. He waa brought to trial on a charge of 
treason and felony, and waa acquitted by hii peer*, 38B in number, of the 
Snt, but wa« pronounced guU^ of the aecond, for which he waa lentenced 
to suffer dcBlli, and this great and good man, waa executed on Tower-hill, 
22ad. Jannaty, 1553. 

t The following detailed account of this grant U copied finm record* 
in tlie Augmentation office. 



_y Google 



35 HISTORICAL MEMOIRS OF TIVERTON. 

A- ^- following. "Gate (Henrici,) Militi, Manerium de 11- 
1540. verton, et alia concessa in Com. Devonise et aliis."* 



* A Pan OfigiiitL Anno 6. Rotalo 107. 
coida, voL ]. 
IX« <Ue Jnnii in 



Jonea's iodei ta the !«• 



Ao. R. R. Ti 



Ud tbat I S, Henry Gate Knight one of the Kinge 
Hatia privie Chamber do requyre to have of hii Hi^mn 
b> me and to ay beiiet, the ptider pcelli hemnto annexed beiiige of incbe 
dere yerelye value at in the aaid pticlen ii ipecjfied and coDtejned. In 
Wjtnei whereof I have nibicribed this bill and act to m; scale the tenth dale 
of June in the Kvpnthe yere of the Rai^e of our said SoTeralgne Lonle 
Edwarde the aiite by the grace of God Kinge of Englonde Fraunce and 
Ireland defendar of the faith and in earth of the Chnrche of En^and and 
abo of Ireland the auprenu head. 

HENRI GATE. 
Com Devon. Pcell terr et poueamonu Edwardi nup Dnci* Soma de felonin 
convict ac qnondm pcell leir and posieamonu Henrici niq> 
Hchionii Eion de alt pdicon attincL 

L t. A. 

' Redd libox tenent ibm p anniun zg. ziq. 

Redd cnitom tenent ibm p annnm. .... xniiy. ij. Titj. 

Redd cert terr Vton ibm p annum. ...... xxix. iv. x. 

Novo redd Johnis pson & Phi Colmen p 
redd uniu« pattur voc Byclyff ft 

Chyppiwdyir p anntmi i^. 

Redd lihoi lenentia infta Burg Ibm p 

xviij. iq 



Maniu de 
Tyvertoncu 
Bu^ ft 
Hundr ibm. 



Redd cuMum tenen infiv 


dem Burg p 


Redd Hepto de 
qnadam peda 


terr jux C«^ ibm p 


PquU Cut manU 


Bmg 


hundred pd 



Redd resolnt Anthonia Worthe pgnrgll 
aqaeinHcrbea ft hered phi Copleaton 
de Lnccombe p redd terr inclni infra 
pen dc Tyvton in toto p annmn. 

Feod ppos manii pdd p annum 

Regard ppoa Bnrg ibm p annum 

Feod batt burg ibm p annum. 

Feod batt hundred ibm p annum. 

Feod Garvini Carewe mitu cuilod pcoi de 
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Whether this Sir Henry Gate, knight, was *• ^• 
connected with Sir Thomas Gates, (who bore similar isto. 



Tjrerton ft Aytab-ti^ in Com Devon. 
Ac mri dedoct (rim tonx quiboMuq : 
eoidm 'p cox de lyverton & Aynhe- 
le; »c offic cuitod totiui capitlia Blt- 
ncoU manii de l^rerton ea omlbt ft 
omimod gardiii cnrtilag ortU pomar 
hoireu atabul cu oibi al edifidis tiim 
capillmanc adjicen cu oibt ft tinglii b 
plion hend tenend eicend & gandend 
eadem ofBoa pfat Garrino Carewe milit 
p K Tel p mScien deput i ilTe depu- 
tat ■ niSden ad Fmu ft P t mio tite 
ijuiu Ganini Carewe milo lolTend ad 
^tt Anunnc Bte Marie Vlrginii ft Sci 
Ult^iis Archtri p equal 



TyrettOD cu 
Burg & 
Hundr ibm. 



iiij. 



Feod JohnU Haydon Senl> Cor manii 

Burg & Hundred pd p Annum xxiig. 

u li 
Reman Clare p Annum. ii^iiz. xviij. v. 

Ex. Tijoo die Jnnii 15S3, p Henrienm Leke, 

IZo die JmH A". R, R. ^ Tbe Eingi Matt* pieanue ii tbat Sir Heoir 
B. yjii aeptimo. ) Gate Knigbt, one of the gentlemen of bii Mat>> 

Privie Chamber iball bave lohjrm and to hiaheirea landeaand tenta niche bi 
the said St. Henry ahall dealer to the dere yerelie value of one hundrcth 
ponndei and to reare the orplui in a yerdie rent or clla to pay twenty yem 
pchaa. Make therfbre aaaurance unto the uid 8'. Henry of the manor of 
Tyverton and the Mann of Focombe and Harecombe with the pwniige 
aboveaaid. To have and to hold to hym and to his heirei nnynge owte of 
the wi manors of Pacombe and Haiacombe. 

The tenure of the aaid Manor of TyrertoQ to be holden by knighti irire, 
and the manor of Paracombe and Haracombe wUi the plronage of Clcdet lo 
be holden in Socage. 

TbiHue* and pfettt from the feaate of thanudacon of our Ladye last 
paat 

Bg. SAKSrVLB. 



Digitized by Google 



93 HISTORICAL UBHOIRS OP TIVERTON. 

A- D- arms,) bom at Colleford, in the parish of Colleton, 

isio. of humble parentage, I cannot discover, although 

an ancient family called Gate or Gate lived in Ex- 

ininster, in Henry 3rd's. time,* as would appear 

from the following deed of agreement. 

'Heec est conventio apud Axminster an. 51. H. R. 
inter Meliorem de la Gate ex una parte, et Aliciam 
et Amiciam bseredes I^urentii de la Gate de terra 
in Axminster, &c.') About 1609 he was made govern- 
or of Virginia: in his voyage to this colony, accom- 
panied by Sir George Summers, with nine ships and 
500 men, (being driven from their course by a vio- 
lent tempest,) they wade a fresh discovery of the 
Bermuda Islands, which bad previously received the 
name of their first discoverer, John Bermudas a 
Spaniard ; and if they were of the family of Sir 
John and Henry Gates, knigbts, the former of which 
was Captain of the Guard, who with the Duke of 
Northumberland, were taken in arms, supporting 
Lady Jane Grey, and Sir John was afterwards 
executed with the Duke, it is very likely to be the 
same Sir Henry Gate, knight, here mentioned ; 
and this would easily account for Mary's having 
taken the manor of Tiverton from him, and re- 
storing it to Edward Courtenay. 

TheumiorEdwudCoDitendy k Edward Courtenay f third of 

were the nine M bto bther'*. j that name, and only son and 

heir of Henry Marquis of Exeter, was born about 

the year 1526, and when his father was beheaded 



See Prince, p. 335, folio edition. 
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he had but just reached his twelfth year ; but re- *" ^ 
gardless of his age, and an evident coDviction of imo. 
innoceDce, least he should raise commotions by re- 
venging his father's death, he was committed to the 
Tower, where he remained to the close of Edward 
the sixth's reign. 

Edvrard 6. ascended the throne January 24th, 
1546, and on the 20th February following, the day 
of his coronation, a general pardon was given, " to 
all manner of persons, except* six, viz., the Duke 
of Norfolk, Edward Lord Courtenay, Mr. Fortescue, 
Mr. Throckmorton, Cardinal Pole, and Mr. Patey; 
Courtenay remained a state prisoner to the pe- 
riod of the King's death, which occurred in 1553. 1553, 
On the 3rd. August, shortly after Mary had been 
proclaimed Queen, she came from Wanstead in Es- 
sex, to London, accompanied by her sister Elizabeth, 
followed by the Duchess of Norfolk, and the Mar- 
chioness of Exeter; with whom they proceeded 
to the Tower, and immediately released Edward 
Courtenay, (with the other state prisoners,) who on 
the following day was created Earl of Devonshire,t 



* Id tbe statute of 33, Henry Sth., c^ 49. of general pardon, Edward 
Courtenay, ton of the late Bdarqneu of Exeter, wai excepted bj name. 

t Cleavelsnd sayi. " tlie next day Edward Courtenay wai made Earl 
of Devon, and Marquia of Exeter, and Lord Orford has lemaiked, that 
when Queen Mary releaaed Edward, last Earl of Devon, from the tower, she 
restored bim to the MarquUaCe of Eieter, though that title is omitted by all 
our historians when they mentloD him." Stowe preserves the same tale, 
page 613, where he layi, "on the next morrow, August 4lh., Edward 
Courtenay was made Marquis of Eieter." The patent for creating Edward 
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and restored to as much of his fetber's possessions 
as thea remained in the Queen's hands. As an ad- 
ditional favour granted by Mary to the Earl, there 
was a clause introduced into the patent^ by which 
be was created Earl of Devon, " with reminder to 
his heirs male for ever ;" and under this patent, the 
present Earl found great assistance in recovering 
the title. 

" The comeliness of his person was very nearly 
raising him to that throne," says Lord Orford, 
" for nearness to which in blood, he remained a pri- 
soner from ten years old ;* and from that time to 
thirty, when he died, lie scarcely enjoyed two years 
of liberty. It was a happiness peculiar to him to 
be able to amuse himself with drawing, in an age 
in which there were so many prisoners and so few 
resources ; and it gives me very favorable ideas of 
his being naturally accomplished, of a spirit not 
easily to be depressed, when we find that the Queen 
no sooner delivered him from bis captivity than she 
wished to marry him ; and that be, conscious of 



Conrienqr, Eut of Devon, U dated Ridmurad. 3rd Septenber, 1S!>3, there- 
IbK it doe* not kppeir he ever became Harqnia of Exeter, slthougti I hsTe 
thought it right to give thU conflicting teitimiHiy. 

* tord Oribrd ntyi, on the tnthoritr of Sir T. Stripe, who pivdneei 
nndonbted evidence for his nMOtion, hj glviug ua the oratioD pronounced 
kt the fltneral bjr Sir Thomu Wilson, aftenmdi Scoctaay ta State. Beridei 
hii progrei* In Philowph;, Halhenuitic*, Untie, and the French, Spanitb, 
and Italian tanguago, Sir Thonuu adda, "tanta ctjam expingendanun 
effi^erun cupiditate ardebat at fiwile et laudabiliter ci^uacuntque : imagioem 
in tabula exprimeret," see Stripe's Memorial*, vol 3. page 339, and ap- 
peodii, page 19Z. 
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bis great blood, and yet void of interested ambi- 
tion, declined a crown, and preferred tbe younger 
sister, Ibe Princess Elizabeth. For tbis partiality, 
and on the rising of the Carew's in Devonshire,* 
who were flattered with the hopes of this match, 
both tbe Princess and himself were committed to 
the Tower, and accused by Wiat as bis acoom- 
plices.-f- Our Historians^ all reject this accusation, 
and declare that Sir Thomas Wiat cleared him at 
his death ; and indeed the Earl's gratitude would 
not have been very shining had be plotted to de- 
throne a Princess who had delivered him from prison 
and offered him a Throne." 

Courtenay asked permission to travel, which 
was granted, and be went through France to Italy, 

■ Dr. He;Iiii, In hU hiatorj at tbe RefennattMi, page 203, n^ "that 
the Carewi, and other gcDtlemen in Deronthlre, were irtiwa into the plot 
npon Bsmnnce of nunying the Lord CDurtennjr to the PrinceM Elitnbeth, 
ttai setting the Crown upon their hemdi i and if to, then no wonder that the 
Frincenand the E»rl woe nupected of being priv; to the plot" SeeCletTe- 
l«iid rIm page 26S. 

t Stowe, In mentioning thii drcomitance, m;*, " the Lord Courtenay, 
Earl of DrronaUte, wai brought into the Tower b; the Lord Chamberiaine 
and 300 of the guard, and placed in the beU Tower over the water-gate, 12th 
Pebniaiy, 1&94, and leleaied on the 2bth Hay Mlowing." page 622. 

t See HolUngdied, Heylin, and Burnet. Cleaveland *ayi, page 25B, 
" Sir Tfaomaa Wiat, in hopet of UTing bii life, he did, before the Conndl, 
accnae the Lady Elizabeth, and the Earl of Devonihire u piivy to hia de- 
rign ;" but on the acaffold ( 1 1th April 1554, on Tower hiU ) he Mid, " Whereai 
It i» noiaed abroad, that 1 should accuse the Lad; Elizabeth and the Lord 
Courtenay ; it la not to, good people ; for I will assure you, that neither 
they, DOi any other now yonder in Hold, was privy to my rising belbre I 
began, a« I have declared no leu to the Queen and Council, and it is 
moit true." 

M. 2. 
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*• D- as far as Padua, where he died, October 4th, 1556, 
I9S6. not without suspicion of having been poisoned; 
which seems to carry some probability with it, as 
be was sospecled of being a Lutheran. '*The 
honorable remains," says Cleaveland,§ " of this last 
Earl, after his deplorable death, were deposited in 
St. Anthony's church in Padua, where a noble monu- 
ment was erected to his memory, having this inscrip- 
tion; 'written,' says Lord Orford, 'in defence of 
the Spaniards' ; — 

" Anglia qoem genuit, ftieratque babitnra pBtronmn, 

CorteDcum celsa hnc continet arct ducem. 
Credtta caiua aecii Regni affectata cuirido, 

RegiiiB optatnm tunc quoque eonnubiiuo. 
Cui ngni proccrea dod consenicTe, Philippo, 

Rcglnaiii regi juogere poite rati. 
Bnropam unde fuit juTeni peragrare necetM, 

Ei quo mora roiaero cootigit ante diem. 
Anglia ai plorat, defuncto principe tanto 

Nil ininim ; domino deficit ilia pio. 
Bed Jam Cortenena C«lo fruiturque beati* ; 

Com doleant Angli, cnm aine fine gemant. 
Cortenei probitas igitur, pnestantia, noma), 

Dnm atabit hoc templum, vivida temper enant 
AngUa bine etjam itabit, atabuntque Btitanni 

CoQJu^ optati bma perennia erit 
Impioba natone legea libitina readndeiit, 

Gi cqno jnreiiea pnedintatque tenea." 



i Prince'* Worthie* of DevoD, p. 261, edition 1910, and deareland, 
p. 255. Noaillea, wbo wai the French ambamador at the court of Maiy, gWei 
a very different account, and intimate*, that the aniietj waa on tiie Earl's 
part and not on the Queen'a. He Mtfa, " Ceate Royne cat en mauvaiae 
op[dnnlon de Courtenay pour avoir enlendn qu'il faict beaucoup de jemieaaes, 
et meame d'aller aouvent avtcquea let femmea publiquei et de manraiae vie, 
et aulTre d'aultrea coropadgnies aana regarder la gravili et rang qu'il dcnbt 
tenlr, pour aapirer en te hault lieu. * * * Haia il eat d mal ayae i condnlre, 
qu'Q ne Teult croire peraonne et comme cellay qui a demcor^ toute aa vie 
dant line Tour, ae voyant maintcnant jooyr d'une gnwde liberty, U ne te 
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This epitaph is not very elegant, considering the age *• " 
and phtce in which it was written ; neither is it all i»u. 
true ; for it says, that his not baring the Qoeen for 
a wife was the cause of his travelling, and conse- 
quently of his death.*" 

"Mary," observes Miss Strickland in her Queens 
of England, ''distinguished Courtenay Earl of Devon, 
with great attention; she endeavoured to form his 
manners, and appointed a nobleman to guide his 
conduct. He is said to have contracted habits of 
low profligacy at the Tower, which she was exceed- 
ingly desirous of seeing altered ; but he was too late 
in life for any very rapid improvement, being turned 
of thirty. His noble person was not, however, de- 
teriorated by the vices with which be was, (in all 
probability unjustly ) charged ; for his portrait by 
Sir Antonio More, presents all the grand outline of 
our ancient Royal race, the commanding Plantage- 
nets.-t* The expression of his face is penetrating 
and majestic, the features high and exquisitely 
moulded, the forehead lofty and noble, and deco- 
rated without by a magnificent chevelure of light 
brown curls. "$ 

peult Mooller dei delicet dlceOe, a'ajruit wicfine erainde de* choN* qa'on 
lay metter devuit let jeoU." The Earl'* epitaph (lee page 93} tiket newly 
the suae view of the lubject 

* CleaTclBDd, p^ 262. 

t There a iverr good portrait of Bdmrd, 12th EutofDeronahire, it 
the Duke of Bedfbtd'i, Woborn Abbe;, painted I ihoohl think by Sir Antonio 
More : on the back graand a rained Tower." Notice on illoKiiou* and noble 
painten, page It 1, 112. From tbU Relate a print wai taken and pnblidied 
in Lord Orfbrd's work*, vol. 3. It ii alio to be found in Lodge'i porttaila. 

I Vol. 5. page 312. 
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A. a "An affectlooate letter is extant from Edward 

liM. Coartenay to Queen Mary, ginng her an account of 

bis iotenriew with the Emperor, Charles 5tb, in 

Flanders." 

The opinion formed by the historians of this 
period, though in many points at variance with each 
other, nearly all concur in drawing the same con- 
clasion, of Mary's anxiety to marry Courtenay, and 
the general feeling of the nation was in favour of its 
being so, well knowing that an alliance with a son 
of Charles 5tb, would promote a re-establishment 
of the Romish religion in England. 

Robeilson, in his history of Charles 5th, says, 
" that Cardinal Pole, whom the pope, immediately 
upon Mary's accession, had dispatched as his legate 
into England, in order to reconcile his native coun- 
try to the See of Rome, was detained by the Empe- 
ror's command {Charles 5.) at DilMnghen in Germany, 
lest by bis presence he should thwart Philip's pre- 
tensions, and employ his interest in favour of his 
kinsman Courtenay Earl of Devonshire, whom the 
English ardently wished their Sovereign to choose 
for a husband." 

Burnet imagines " that the Earl of Devonshire's 
professed attachment to the Princess Elizabeth, oc- 
casioned much offence to the Queen, who thought 
her kindness ill requited when she saw he neglected 
her, and preferred her sister ; so he was again put 
into prison." 

Goldsmith says, that " the person on whom her 
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affections seemed chiefly placed was the Earl of De- *- ^ 
vonshire ; bat that nobleman, either disliking her uu. 
person, or having already placed his affections on 
her sister Elizabeth, neglected all overtures to such 
an alliance. Cardinal Pole, who though invested 
with that ecclesiastical dignity, was still a layman 
and a person of high character for virtue, generosity, 
and attachment to the Roman Catholic religion, 
was thought of; bnt as be was in the decline of 
life the Queen soon dropped all thoughts of him." 

Hume states that " there were three marriages 
concerning which it was supposed that Mary had 
deliberated after her accession. The first person 
proposed to her was Courtenay, Earl of Devonshire, 
who being an Englishman nearly allied to the crown, 
could not fail of being acceptable to the nation ; and 
as he was of an engaging person and address, he 
had visibly gained on the Queen's affections,* and 
bints were dropped him of her favorable disposition 
towards him.-f- But that nobleman neglected these 
overtures, and seemed rather to attach himself to 
the Lady Elizabeth, whose youth and agreeable 
conversation he preferred to all the power and gran- 
deur of her sister. This choice occasioned a great 
coldness in Mary towards Devonshire; and made her 
break out in a declared animosity against Elizabeth." 

Sharon Turner, in his History of England, after 
remarking on the number of foreign princes who 

• I»pecheideNoiailn,*oL2.pp.U7, 163,S14,aiidl$. Vol3.p.S7. 
f Godwin, page 329. 
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*- ^ had aspired to the band of Mary ; says, " but besides 
1(56. these foreigaere, two ^glishmen bad also preten- 
sions to the splendid matrimony." He mentions 
Cardinal Pole, as having attained the age of 54 years, 
and " mnch broken down by repeated disease/' bat 
"the Englishman to whom her preferring feelings 
for a husband turned, was Courtenay ; whose mo- 
ther, the Marchioness of £xeter, had been the 
Queen's playfellow, the beheaded Countess of Salis- 
bury her earliest governess. After many years entire 
separation, she met him a prisoner in the Tower, 
when she entered London. His person and name 
so immediately interested her, that the next day 
she restored to him his father's title, soon after, with 
great ceremony created him Earl of Devonshire,* 
and at the splendid pageantry of her coronation, 
appointed him to carry her sword of state. Her 
attentions were so marked, that within ten days 
after her entry into London it was believed that she 
would wed him, although the close imprisonment 
had deprived bim both of education and experience. 
His mother was in high reputation for her prudence 
and virtue, and so regarded by the Queen as to be 
selected to share her bed. She gave him the choice 
of the most pleasant mansion in the metropolis, and 
he devoted himself so submissively to her, as not to 
pay a visit to any one without asking her permission-t 



*" On Ar thinl of September." Slawt, 6\6. It wu in lier contem- 
plation to make him Doke of York. Ifoaitta, 137. Descendiog from 
CUnnce, be wm the heir of the Wbite Bok tnaUj." 

t "NoiOllet, p. 109, ead 147. It wm with gnat difficult he 
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Henm, although the Spanish envoy in August aug- a. d. 
gested, as from himself Philip the son of Charles lass. 
5tb for her royal husband, she did not appear to 
favour the intimation 4 hut in six weeks afterwards 
her inclinations began to lessen towards Conrtenay,^ 
and to befriend the prince of Spain. The French 
Ambassador in obedience to his master's wishes, used 
every effort of his ingenuity to divert her from this 
new idea, and also obtained the concert of the Vene- 
tian envoy,* At one moment the Queen seemed to 
be resuming her partiality for the English youth, || 
but in twelve days afterwards she declared herself 
dissatisfied with his vicious irregularities.*}" The 
Prince of Spain sent a nobleman privately from his 
court to make his personal compliments to her, and 

obttined leave bma Iier to dioe with the French Ambanadreas." 

$ " A quoi elle n'a guerea preti roreOIe." Lett Noailles, 13, Aug." 

i The Qneen had declaied to thoae vho had ipoken to her of Cour- 
tensf I " Qu'elle I'eit eicua^ tut la jeunetae et le pen d'experience et iuffi. 
(•nee qu'il peul AToir au mainement dea affaim." This made the chancellor 
ttia the tiaa thinking of Cardinal Pole. Noaillea, Lett 2Sth Sept p. 169." 

* " See the detail* of his earnest convenation with Gardiner on this 
point 9th Sept p. 178, 23rd, p. 180; and the French king*! letlert on 
2&th Sept p. 121, and 2nd October, p. 304." 

i " Noaillea writea to his conrt, that on the tth of October, Coturtenaj 
waa lii hour* alone with Unrjr and his mother, and that it was aaid she had 
affianced henelf to him, p. 218." 

t "Noulles Lett 17th October, p. 219. And jet, unless the high 
panegyric delivered abroad on Courteoaj's death, on both hii attainmeaU 
and conduct, waa entirely the invention of the reverend orator who uttered 
the funeral tribute of MendsMp to his memoiy, tbii nobleman could hardly 
have been so undeserving as it became the faabion to represent liim, after 
Maty turned her more aspiring ambition towvdt the Emperor** son." 
N. 
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A- D. though the House of Commons expressed its wishes 
isss. in an address, that she would choose some lord of 
England fur her hasband,|| yet she permitted the 
measures that favoured the Spanish match to be se- 
cretly carried on. She expressed more strongly her 
censures of Courtenay's conduct^ and declared, she 
saw no one in England whom she wished to marry.^ 
The truth was, that although inclination may have 



n "lb. Lett 4tli Non. p. 104. She pretended lidniesi for three week* 
to ftTOid receivins tliia addrcn, moTins oqIj horn her chainber to k litde 
diipel near it She tnddenly lent for them when they did not expect it, and 
« few only were ready to attend. To these she declared that ahe heM her 
erown from heaven, and relied on that alone to counsel her at to her choice )— 
that she had not yet decided to many, bnt a* they declared that it would be 
Ibr the common good, ihe would think of it, but would aelect no one who 
wonld not be tueful to them, and the moat preferable penon. Noaillea, 
page 870." 

I " Ho^llea, p. 245. The doctor in hii lermon on Conitenay, noticed 
Iheae traitt of hii character. Thii fdneral oration wa* preached by Dr. 
Thomai Wilion, at Fadua, on the 1st of Sept 1S96. He deaccibea him aa 
beii^ imprisoned in his twelfth year for 14 yean, during whleh period he 
wholly devoted himself to atudy, and that neither the "ai^ustia lod, nee 
•olitodo, nee amittio lilMrtalit, ilium a Uteris avocarent;" that he made 
audi progress io phUoaopby that no nobleman was equal to him in It; that 
he also explored "mysterianatar«)" that he entered into " malhematleoiwm 
labyrintha ;" that he wa* so food of painting, that he could easily and lauda- 
bly make any ones portrait on a tablet ; that he was equ^y attached to munc, 
and had obtained in it " obsolntam perfectionem," and that to theae acqui- 
sitions he added the French, Spanish, and Italian languages. In mannen he 
was grave without pride, pleasant without levity, prudent in speech, cautions 
in answering, modest in disputing, never lioattiDg of himself nor eiduding 
others, and though &miliar vrith many, yet Intimately known to few." 
Stiype : app. EccL Memo. VoL 3. page 423. He could not therefore be 
that UUierate and weak person which some have described him to be, what- 
ever deductions we may make for the warmth of friendly praise. The " in- 
comptus" in artificiai manners, for which Tirgil was remarked, may have 
been at first n^staken for iutellectnal deficiency, because from his long and 
early imprisonment he was not yet trained in them." 
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attracted her to Courtenay, the spirit of her father, *- ^■ 
which was a part of her character, led her to the use. 
splcDdid and ambitious. The son of the Emperor 
would be the greatest Prince in Europe, as well as 
the child of its most distinguished Sovereign. All 
that could flatter the pride of a woman as well as of 
a Queen combined to make Philip her final selection.'* 

Dr. Lingard, in his history of England, says 
more of Courtenay, and less to his credit, than any 
other historian, fiut his account is so improbable 
in many points, written in such n virulent opposition 
to Courtney, and so much at variance with the state- 
ment of others, that I have refrained from giving it. 

Sir James Mackintosh, says, *' the main object 
of the Catholic party was to secure their church, by 
obtaining a suitable marriage for Mary. Cardinal 
Pole was mentioned, but his age of 53 formed an 
insurmountable objection. The youth and beauty 
of her cousin, Edward Courtenay, Earl of Devon 
shire, perhaps pleased for a moment the stern and 
gloomy Qaeen. He does not seem to have betrayed 
any partiality for Elizabeth till Mary openly declared 
against him ; though Burnet tells us that the Queen 
was thought to have some inclination to marry him, 
had he not shewn a preference for Elizabeth who 
had much the better share of the beauty that was 
between them. She objected tosomeof Courtenay's 
irregularities, but as they had but little scope du- 
ring his long imprisonment, it is very improbable 
that she should have considered them as without 
excuse; although he might have contracted in the 
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^ ^ Tower, connections, propeDsities, and roanuere an- 
155S. suitable to his station. True Englisliraen, of both 
religions, must have preferred a native to a foreign 
husband, especially if the latter were formidable ia 
bis strength, and tyrannical in bis temper and 
policy." 

Miss Strickland, in her lives of the Queens of 
England, has treated Courtenay with considerable 
asperity, in attributing to him, both treachery to his 
friends, and ingratitude to his benefactress. Want 
of courage might be easily mistaken for inexperience, 
under the circumstances ; and while it is admitted 
by all, that the insurrection in the west under Sir 
Peter Carew, was intended to favour Courtenay ; 
admitting also, as she observes, " the particular re- 
ligious opinions, he (Sir Peter) wished to establish 
was the Protestant strongly tinctured with Calva- 
nism,"* it is most unlikely that he should favour 
Sir T. Wiat, who was an avowed Roman Catholic. 

With this Earl terminated the government of 
the noble bouse of Courtenay, in Hverton, which 
had continued, with some short interruptions, for 
260 years, and their posterity had been seated in 
Devonshire above 600. With justice has Langard 
observed, that tbe inhabitants of Devoa and Corn- 
wall were devoted to this family. To their support 
both high and low appealed for patronage; the 
rich found in them a pattern, andtbe poor a friend. 
" They were ranked among the chief barons of tbe 

* See page 41. 
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realm," observes Glbboo, "nor was it until after *■ ^^ 
a strenuous dispute, that they yielded to the fief of lue. 
Arundel the first place in the parliament of England : 
their alliances were contracted with the noblest fa- 
milies, the De Veres, Despensers, St. Johns, Talhots, 
Bohnns, and ena the Pluitagenets themselves ; and 
in a contest with John of Lancaster, a Conrtenay, 
bishop of London, and afterwards archbishop of 
Canterbury, might be accused of proiane c<»ifidence 
in the strength and number of his kindred. In peace 
the Earls of Devon resided in tlreir numerous oastles 
and manors of the west : their ample revoine was 
appropriated to devotion and hospitality; and the 
epitaph of Edward, sumamed, from his misfortune, 
the i^ttK^, from bis virtues, the ffood Earl, inculcates 
with much ingenuity a moral sentence, which may 
however be abased by thoughtless generosity. After 
a grateful commemoration of tbe fifty fire years of 
union and happiness, which be enjoyed with Isabel 
his wife, the good Earl thus speaks from the tomb : 

WliM we gave, we luMrCt 
WbU we spent, we had; 
Whtt we left, we lot 

But their losses in this sense were far superior to 
their gifts and expences ; and their heirs, not less 
than the poor, were the objects of their paternal 
care. Tbe sums which they paid for livery and 
seisin attest the greatness of their possessions; and 
several estates have remained in their family since 
the 13th and 14th centuries. *' In war, tbe Cour- 
tenays of England fulfilled the duties and deserved 
the honours of chivalry. They were often entrusted 
to levy aud command the militia of Devonshire and 
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*• ^- Cornwall ; they often attended their sapreme Lord 
ISM. to the borders of Scotland ; and in foreign service, 
for a stipulated price, the; sometimes maintained 
fourscore men at arms, and aa many archers, fiy 
sea and land, they fought ander the standard of the 
Eidvards and Henry's ; their names are conspicuous 
in battles, in tonmaments, and in the original list 
of the order of the garter ; three brothers shared 
the Spanish victory of the Black Prince ; and in the 
lapse of six generations, the English Courtenays had 
learned to despise the nation and country from which 
they derived their origin. In tbe quarrel of the two 
roses, the earls of Devon adhered to the house of 
Lancaster, and three brothers successively died, 
either in the field or on the scaffold. Their honours 
and estates were restored by Henry 7th ; a daughter 
of Edward 4th was not disgraced by the nuptials 
of a Courtenay ; their son, who was created Mar- 
quis of Exeter, enjoyed tbe favour of his cousin 
Henry 8th ; and in the camp of Cloth of Gold, he 
broke a lance against the French monarch. But the 
favour of Henry was the prelude of disgrace; his 
disgrace was the signal of death ; and of the victims 
of the jealous tyrant, tbe marquis of Exeter is one 
of the most noble and guiltless. His son, Edward, 
lived a prisoner in the Tower, and died an exile at 
Padua ; and the secret love of Queen Mary, whom 
be slighted, perhaps for the Princess Elizabeth, has 
shed a romantic colour on the story of this beautiful 
youth. Tbe relics of his patrimony were conveyed 
into strange families by the marriage of his four 
aunts ; and his personal honours, as if they had been 
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legally extiact, vere revived bj the patents of suc- 
ceeding princes. Bnt there still survived a lineal 
descendant of Hugh, the first Earl of Devon, a 
younger branch of the Courtenays, who have heen 
seated nt Powderbain castle about 400 years, from 
the reign of Edward 3rd> to the present hour. Their 
estates have been increased by the grant and im- 
provement of lands in Ireland^ and they have been 
recently restored to the honours of the peerage. 
Yet the Courtenays still retain the plaintive mot- 
to,* which asserts the innocence, and deplores the 
fall of their ancient house. While they sigh for 
past greatness, they are doubtless sensible of pre- 
sent blessings : in the long series of the Courtenay 
annals, the most splendid sera is likewise the most 
unfortunate ; nor can an opulent peer of Britain 
be inclined to envy the emperors of Constantinople, 
who wandered over Europe to solicit alms for the 
support of their dignity and the defence of their 
capital.''-^- 

The title of Earl of Devonshire, thus becom- 
ing extinct by the death of Edward Courtenay, 
it was granted by James Ist. to Charles Blount, 

X Tbi« extensive propert]' wu graated by Qaren Elizabetli to Sir 
Williun Courtenay of Powduham, knight, fith of tliM nuie, in 15B5. Set 
CUattlmtd, pofc 297. 

* ",Ubi I^Miu ? Qnid fed ?— A motto vbieli wu probably adopled 
by the Foirderham branch, after the kwt of the Euldom of Devonahire, &c. 
"The primitive armi of the Coortenafi were;— Or, Urtt torttmuc, gultt, 
trtiich aeemi to denote their affinity with Qodfrey of Bouillon, and the 
ancient counts of Boukigne." 

t See Gibbont't decline and Ml of the Roman empire. VoLll.p,297. 
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A. D. TbeanuoT ClwrieaBIiHut, 
Lord Moumjor, were 1. Bir- 
1&&S. ly of e, or. uid ta. nebuki 
for BlounL 

2. At. 2 wolves, cuiunt u, t 
bordnre or, entayre iBlUer, 
gaist. 

S. Or, a tower triple fanm- 
ed, u. 
4. Veiiy, u. and ax. 



Lord Moantjoy,* who was, 
21st July 1603, created Earl 
of Devon at Hampton Court; 
but on his death in 1606, with- 
out legitimate issue, the title 
became again extinct, until re- 
covered by Lord Courtenay of 



• "TliiaandeiitfoinUjria uid to have ilariie from the Blonde or BIoikU 
in Itatjr, where Uttoriaa* derive then from the Roman FlatriL 

Blound. Lord of Gnine* In Trance, had three soni, who came to Enj^and 
In the Conqueroi'a time. One retnined again lota Fcanoe. From Sir Bobert 
ia deicended Stephen, wcond too of Gilbert, (or Hubert) Le Blound, who 
married Mary, lole daoghter and heir«ai of Sir William Le Blond, of SaiUng- 
ham, in Soflbllc, the 4th in a direct line from William, brother to the Itt Sir 
Robot, from whom aie deacendcd all the Blonntt in En^and." 

Banit dormant and txliiut BarMafff- Vol. 1. p«v* 37. 

In Renrj' 6th't lime, Anne, daughter of Ralph, Lord Nevile, Gnt Earl of 
Weatmoriand, married firat, Hamphi7, Duke of Buckln^am, and lecondly 
Walter Blount, Lord Monoljay of Thnrventan in the Count; of Derby. 

InHenr;7th'Btiaie,I>orodi7,dMi^ter of Thomas Grey, Hanini* of Doraet, 
married flrat, Robert de Willoughby Lord Brooke, and after William Blount, 
Lord Moun^y ; thii wai vei; likely a Kin of Walter above mentioned, and 
H DO taiue ia fWen 1^ Mill*, in ht« Catalogne of Honour, (from whtoce thia 
dBKCnt ii taken,) in all probability th« Utle became extinct, a> we find. Sir 
John Blount, faught, waa, by Henry 6th, created Lord Houn^oy, whose 
dangbtcr BUiabeth had by Heniy flth. a wn, Benrf Fitcroy. He waa created 
at BrideweB, 14th July, 1525, eari of Nottingham, and afterwardi Duke of 
Bidunond and Somenet, but he ^ed without iasue. 

"Chariet waa a nobleman of great eminence ; and while a eonunoner, 
had followed the profi»ion of arm* with con^erable degree of credit, and 
had a command in the fleet which destroyed the Spanish Armada. The 49nd. 
of EHiabeth he waa conMUulcd Lieutenant of Ireland ; and icpulaed the 
Spa&ianb with great honor at Kinsale. Tha Mm* important office he held 
acain the lit of Jamea lat, by whom he wat also made knight of the gaiter. 
Camden (^lea him "■ pcnon (hmoDS for conduct, and to aninent for cotmgc 
and learning, that in theae respects, he bad no superior, and but few eqaals." 
But the eigoyment of hii last honouia wa* only for a short time. It is a^d 
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Povderham, ia 1832.-^ 

After the death of the last Earl of Devon, (al- 
though Sir William Courtenay of Powderbam was the 
next male heir,) this inheritance, including the manor 
of Tiverton, and advowsons of the three portions of 
Pitt, Tidcombe, and Clare, were divided between 



he had eugtged in a nutusl iSection, utd even promite of mturiage with the 
Earl of Euei'i uBter, Penelope, before she wu married to Robert, Lord Rich. 
B7 thia ladj it ii affirmed, be had five children, Charles, Mon^oy, St. 
John, Elizabeth, and another daughter. The eldeit ion Charles, noa by 
favour of Jemei 1st. created Lord Monljoy, of Montjojr Fort in Ireland, 
bat he died without iiiue." 

Amtt dormant tnd exfinel Baroitagt. VoL 3. page 538. 

t The present Earl of Devon derive) his descent from Sir Philip 
Courtenay, knight, third ion of Hugh, 2nd. Earl of Devon of this lllustrioui 
family, (see page 23,) nho had the manors of Powderbam and Moreton. Sir 
Philip married Ann, daughter of Sir Thomas Wake of Biaworth, in Northamp- 
toosUie, and had iune Richard, Bishop of Norwich ; Sir John Courtenay, 
William, and Margaret who married Sir Robert Caiy of Cockington. 

Sir Join Courlenay, married Joan, daughter of Alexander Champemon, 
and bad issue, 

Sir Philip Courtenay of Powderbam, who married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Walter Lord Hungerford, and had issue Sir William, Sir Philip of Molland, 
Peter Bishop of Winchester, Sir Edmund of Deviock, Sir Waller, with two 
Other sons end two daughters. 

Sir Wimam Cotirtnay, married Maipiret, daughter of William, Lord 
Bonvile, and had issue. This family continued its direct descent to 

Sir Wiliian Courtmay, 7tb. of that name, who married Auae Bertie, 
2nd. daughter of James, Earl of Abingdon, and had Issue five sons and 
two daughters. The two elder sons died ». r, 3rd. Sir William his successor; 
4tb. Hem? Reginald, who married Catherine.daughter of Allen Lord Batbunt, 
and had issue William, and Henry Rc^nald. Bishop of Eieler, who married 
Elixabstb, daughter of Thomas, 2ad. Earl of Effin^am, by whom he had 
issue William, the present Earl, who married 291b November 1804 Lady 
Harriet Leslie, daughter of Sir Lucas Pcpys and the Countess of Rothes, 
and has issue ; and 5th ( or 3rd serving son,) Peregrine, who married Lucy, 
daughter of Benjamin Incledoa eiqoire, of Pilton House, near Barnstaple. 

Sir WiUiam Omrlenay, eldest surviving ion, succeeded his father, and 
0. 
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A- D- the heirs of the four sisters of Edward, the great 
issB. grandfather of the last Earl.* They were, 

Maude, the eldest, wife of John Arundell of 
Talferne ; 

Elizabeth, wife of John Tretherf ; 

Isabell, married to Mohun, of Hall ; and 

Florence, wife of John Trelawny, of Menhenniot ; 



mairied 2nd April, 1741 Ladjr Franc«i, jronngctt daughter of Heneagc, Earl 
of A;lMford, uid had Urae Sir William, and five dan^tcn. On tlie Glh 
Mar, 1762 be was created a Viscount, and d^ing about ten da^a after, m> 
succeeded b]r hia md, 

WiOiam, secoDd Viicount, irho married Frances, daughter of Ur. Thomas 
Clack, b; vrhom he had one son and thirteen daughten. He died in Gros- 
vemor Square, I4th October 178B, and was succeeded by his only son, 

William, third Viscount Courtenay, to whom the title of Earl of Dcron 
was restored in 1SS2. His birth wai thus recorded in the Exeter paper, — 

"OurCathedralnod parish bells, all day long last Saturday prodiumedonr 
" universal joy for the birth of a first son, and auspiaons heir of the Ri^it 
" Houble. Lord Viscomit Courtenay, of whom his very amiable Lady was 
*' happily delivered, — fay whom the lineal descent of thai ancient noble house 
" denominated of Powderham, &c. may probobly be perpetuated both in 
"name and Mood to tbe end of tinie." 

He died without issue in 1S3S, and was nuMceded in his title and estate* 
by his contln William, the present and 14th Eari <rf Devon, and eldest son 
of Henry Reginald, Bishop of Eieter, as before stated. 

* Amongst the records in tbe Tower is a grant of 42nd. Henry 3rd, 
to Baldwin de Insula, otherwise de L'iile, of a market end fair to Tiverton, 
the fbrmer to be held on Monday in every week, and the otber annually, (of 
tiiree days duration,) on the eve, day, and morrow of St. James the apostle. 
In an account also of the borough and hundred of Tiverton, Srd. Edward 
1st, the Lords are noted to have the profits ot/oar tUrs, kept yearly witliin 
tbe borough; one on SL Andrew's day ; a second on the translation of Thomas 
the martyr ; the third on St James's day ; and the last on St Gile^s day ; 
also the income arinng Irom the markets: and it is stated in some ex- 
tracts from a charter, said to be among the Courtenay papers at Trelawaj, 
the seat of Sir J. S. Trelawny, baronet, that a market was granted to liver* 
too, 17th. Edward 2Dd, by Sir Hugh Courtenay, knight, accompanied by 
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who had an only son Walter, and through bim ^ ^• 
the present Sir William S. Trelawny, baronet, of isss. 



condmoii* and cinmnuUDCCi of which the fDlknTinB formed ft part. The 
IiOrdi of Tiverton borough ue ahewn to have repaireil the •hamblea, and to 
have had the profit* 7. Henrjr 7th i but by an indenture of Sir Hugh Courte- 
DMj, knight, to diven peraoni and their heira of all the profiu of the market 
of Tiverton, and the toll of all merchandizes brought to market every Mon- 
day in the year, to be diitributed in charity, ia dated 17. Edward 2nd; it 
therefbre appeert evident that the market toUi &c. wereprewrvedto the Lord 
of the Manor, wbo secured the proceed* to tlie poor of tbe paii*h. 

Under the same date aa above, there ii an indenture by Sir Hugh Courtenay 
knigbl, granting to tlie men of the town of Tiverton, " that all Uerchandiie 
bronght to the sud Market, shall be free and qnit for aelllag the aatd Waiei 
without any Toll to be given or demanded ;" yielding yearly for compensation 
6a. 8di and (he two fidra a timilar turn. 

It ia the doctrine of Lawyers at the present d^, that no charters of privi- 
lege* are legal, except l>y grant from the Crown ■■ but such an opinion would 
bave been repudiated in the middle agea. A common grant of land was then 
termed a charter, Chart* nta, and conveyed the property without mention* 
ing generally any of the conditions : but the charters of tbe Couitenayt are 
altogether in the Regal *tyle : We dm (not I,) grant so and so ; and a copy 
of a grant of this nature, from Hugh Courtenay, Eari of Devon, has been 
given in a note to page &2 of this book. It is possible indeed that this might 
have been, at that period, the style observed among the nobility, but a very 
high pretension ia riiible in every act of this illustrion* family. 

The 39th year of Queen Eliiabeth, the yearly value and distribution of the 
manor of Tiverton appear* as follow* ^— 

£. *. d. 

Rents of A**iK of the ft«e Tenant*, II 18 5} 

Z Hun. Pepper, 
S Hun. Cummin. 

Rents of Customary Tenants, 41 2 2 

Rents of Barton land of the Manor devised by 1 

Copy for Lives, J 12 7 10 

Rents of Customary Tenants for Lives 18 S and 

four load of hay. 

Total, 86 13 &1 

2 Hun. Pepper, 

2 Hun. Cummin, 

4 Load of Iliky. 
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*■ "■ Harewood is descended, being the only one ot the 
lass, descendants of any of the daughters, that is lineally 
derived through a male heir only.* 



Tiverton Boroogb. 

£. t. d. 
Yeulj rent of Attiie of the 1 

free Tenants, J 16 2 2 

Rents of Cnstonury Tentnta 1 

forLWes. / 7 16 2 

Patronage! in TiTerton. 

Pitte Portion Tearlj 160 

Tidccombe Portion, 130 

Cl«re Portion. 100 

Profiti of the Conrt of the Hnndred of Ttverton and other \ 

perquisites belonging to the hundred. j 50 

Waif^, E)tre;ii and felons, goods doe and of right apper- I 

taining to ^e Lord of the Mid Hnndred, worth yearly, . . J SO 
There is likewise an Inquisition dated 3. Edward 1th, shewing that Thomas 
Conrtenay Earl of Devon, was seized in fee of the Manor and Borough of 
Hverton, "nverton Hundred, and the advowsons of three portions in the 
Church of Tiverton, to the Manor belonging. 

* The grant of an estate by John Tielawny esqiure, to hii eldert aon 
John, when about to many Plorence Courtenay, is dated 8th. Edward 4th; 
and Sir Hugh Courtenay, knight, grants to John Trelawny esquire, one 
yearty rent cba^ of £10, issuing out of the manor of 7)ntein to have to 
him until f40. were levied, which wai given to the said John with Florence, 
daughter of the said Sir Hugh in marriage, which bears date the year 
above stated. 

The wiU of Edward Courtenay, last Earl of Devon, was proved by Walter 
Trelawny, (son of John Trelawny, and Florence.) and Edward Trethtoffe, 
at Lambeth, dated 1st. Henty Sth ; and a licence of alienation to Sir John 
Arundel], knight, to sell the manors &c of Plympton, Okehampton, and 
Tiverton to Sir Francis Godolphin, and Jonathan Trelawny esquire, is dated 
32nd. EKiabett) : there were also pleadings in the qmare agirdit tor the por- 
tion of Pitt in Tiverton, brought by Sir Fnmci* Godolphin, knight, and 
Jonathan Trelawny esquire, against the bishop of Exeter Peter Couiten^, 
Hanyball Vyvyan esquire, and others. 

It does not appear at what time or iray, the manor &c. of Tiverton went 
out of the Trelawny family ; but in an enumeration of the property of Bishop 
Trelawny at the tine of his death, 19th July 1721, Tiverton was not included; 
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Elizabeth and John Tretherf had issue a son a. a 

Darned Thomas, who by a daughter of isss. 

Trevisa, had issue Elizabeth, wife of John Vyvyan,-t- 
(the ancestor, in a direct line, of the present Sir 
Richard Vyvyan, of Trelatnaine, in the County of 
Cornwall, baronet,) and Margaret, wife of Edward 
Courtenay, of Larrock;J "so that," says Cleave- 
land,§ " the estate which the last Earl of Devonshire 
bad, which was very considerable, notwithstanding 
there were so many branches lopped off from it, was 
divided into four parts." By an extract from Jones's 
Index, given below, it appears that John Vyvyan 



it therefore Kppesn probable that tM* property wu disposed of in the time 
of Charles 1st., or Cromwell, in whose won the Trelamiy of that period bore 
an active part, and his drcumstancei, in coiuequence mffered severely. 

t " De Johanne Vyvyan, Armiger, occaaionato ad oatendeadam quo 
titulo tenet, octavam partem honorem de Plympton, et Okehampton, et 
ali> Maneiia, Terras et Tenementa in Pljmpton, Tyverton, Coliton, Colyford, 
et aliis." Miehailu Bteorda, 10. Blit: RaUh 41. Jmui't Indtx la tht 
Btcordt, vol. 2. 

t " 1 have teen," say* Mr. Caicw, in hia Survey of Cornwall, "at Hall, 
a leat of Sic Reginald Mohun, a kind of fagot whose age and painting ap> 
proveth the credited traditioD, that it was careAiUy preserved by the Barla 
of Devon, whose seat it was ; but whether upon that preadence, or no, there 
mine author Me« me. Thii fagot, being all one pece of wood, and that na- 
turally growen, is wrapped about the middle part with a bond, and parted, 
at the ends into foure sticks, one of which it againe subdivided into other 
twaytie." And lo, as was said, the estate was divided between the hein of 
the four daughters, and one part of them again subdivided into two : and 
thus as the titles of this noble fiunily were given to othen, so this andent 
and great estate, part of which did belong to the barons of Okehampton 
&om the time of tiie conqnest, and part to the earls of Devonshire from a 
little time after, and were both united in the Dunily of Courtenay, and con- 
tinued in that family for many generations, was, upon the death of this earl, 
all torn to pieces, and parcelled out to strangers." CUaetland, pagt 361. 

{ Page 264. 
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A. D. ifras called on to shew in what way be held lands 

1558. in Tiverton, and other places, with one eighth part 

of the honor of Plymptoo, and Okehampton. 

In a short time this manor was divided and 
subdivided into so many parts by intermarriage* 
and sale, that it is difficult to trace it. Mr. Duns- 
ford in his history of Tiverton, page 100, observes 
" when Mr. Risdon wrote his Survey of Devon, 
about the year 1630, he counted 40 parts"; and 
concludes the passage by observing " that he had 
not been able to derive how this manor had passed 
for a great number of years then last past." Mr. 
Risdon however, does not state one word of the kind. 
He mentions little about the manor of Tiverton, 
and nothing regarding its ultimate descent. 



IOne portion, however, became 
the property of W. Coleman, es- 
^__ quire, "probably," says Dunsford 



* "In 1641, John IVeUwny, oflVdMnij, Comwdl, and Ambioae 
MuMton, of Trecarrel, in the mdu eoun^, eiquire, demiied to John Reede, 
their moiety of Preicott uid pKtcott CloM, ( which mi part of the mtnor 
of Tiverton ) for 90 yean, for a rent of one penny per uinum, and a fine of 
<100. Ten dayt later they sold him the rerer^on of the aaii mcoety for 
3000 ^ean, to commence at the end of the former tenn. In 1647. William 
Spurwaje, of Okeford, esquire, and hia ion and heir William, for the inm 
of £36 loU their 8th part of Pieacott and PreacoU close, to Thomas Reed, 
(ton of John) for 2000 year*, to commence at the end of the copyhold 
tenure of Giace Reed, relict of John. In 1S94, John Northcote, of West- 
wood, in the parish of Crediton eaquire, Katherine hia nife, and John their 
iOD, sold to Thomai Reed, of Pretcott, gcnL for £12. end 1 Guinea, their 
8th part of Pretcott and Prescott Close for ever." 1 inaert this informoUon 
(which was given to Mr. G. Boyce, by the Rev. Dr. Oliver, from the wiginal 
docomentt,) as an instance of the minute anbdivinODa inlo which ouc part of 
the manor had been broken up at this time. 
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"an eighth, which reoifuned in that family many a. i 
years." isei 

They were originally merchants of wealth and 
respectability, and the first we find is John Coleman, 
whose son Roger married Wilmot, daughter of ... . 
Prous ; whose son Humphrey married Agnes daugh- 
ter of ... . Marshall, who had two sons, William, 
who married Mary daughter of Thomas Southcot, 
of Colwoodleigh (Calverleigh,) and Francis, whose 
son Roger had Gornhay about 1630. His son Wil- 
liam, barrister at law, bom 1659, married /r«/, Eliza, 
daughter of ... . Bogan, of Gatcombe,* and secondly, 
Jane, daughter of Sir Edmund Fortescue, of Fallapit. 
By his first marriage he had William, of Gornhay, 
esquire, born 1686, who married Jane, daughter of 
Sir Edward Seymour, by whom he had Edward, 
Sergeant at Arms, who sold Gombay in 1811, to 
the Rev. Wm. Short, and Ralph Barnes, esquire, 
of Exeter, and the whole is now in possession of the 
former. Edward married a daughter of ... . Provis 
of Sbepton Mallet. William had another son, Fran- 
cis, of Hitlersdon, in the parish of Cullompton, who 
married Jemima, daughter of ... . by whom he had 
issue, Augustus, a Captain in the 29th Regiment, 
who died of a ferer in the Island of Grenada, 16th 
December, 1795, aged 31 ; Francis, who died 30th 
July, 1799, aged 21 ; and William who was killed in 
a Naval engagement 14th March, 1795, aged 15. 
About 1807, the estate of Hillersdon was purchased 
by Francis Sweet esquire, whose son Robert disposed 

■ Hi) d*ter Sarah, married Richard Newte, of Duvak. 
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'*• of it to Mr. Were, and Mr. Gatnlia, of 'Hverton, 
0. who sold it again to Robert Baker esquire, of Colli- 
pnest, and he is at present the possessor of Higher 
and Lower Hillersdon.-)' 

The largest portion of the manor of Hverton, 
at this period, about 1560, was in possession of 
the Trelawny family, whom there is reason to be- 
lieve, had purchased the portion belonging to the 
Arundel family. 

After the division of the manor between the 

four great families, the castle, and a portion of the 

manor, was purchased by Roger GifTard, esquire, 

The™.ofGa«<ii ^Ijq settled at Tiverton Castle, which 

were Skble, 3 fnula J , , . . , , .... 

in feate, enniDe. ) "^^ ^^^ residence there, obtained the 
name of Giffard's Court. He was fifth son of Sir 
Roger Giffard,* by Margaret, daughter and heir of 
John Cobleigh, esquire, of Brigbtleigh, in the parish 
of Chittlehampton. Prince describes him as "a 
gentleman of elegant form and comely presence of 
person; but of much better accomplishments and 
endowments of mind. He was no less a cultivator 
of friendship than of his fields, on which he was 
an excellent husband ; and a liberal benefactor to 
the poor, as well as a courteous entertainer of the 
rich." 

" He married successively no less than three 



t Hillendon wm tu sncient Inheribnce of the Cnwyi fiuniljr, from 
whoin, in 1770, it passed into the hands of F. Colmsn csquiie. 

• Sir Roger GiSaii wu third son of John Giffsid, of Halsbenj, in 
the parish of Pukhun, esquire, whose mother was Anne, daughter of 
John Conyton. 
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wiveSj all (it seems) rich widows, wliich greatly a., i 
increased his estate. His first wife was Andria, ^^ 
daughter of Sir Lewis Stukely, of Afton, relict of 
.... Yoe> of BraotoD, who died leaviDg him no 
issue. His second was Agnes, daughter of John 
Grindal, of London, and relict of John Duke, of 
Otterton, in Devon, by whom he had no issue. His 
third wife was Richord, daughter of John Prouz, of 
Tiverton, widow of Mr. Walrond of the same place, 
by whom he had issue George."* Mr. Gifiard died at 
Tiverton October 8th, 1603, aged 70, and was buried 
in the church, where a handsome monument is 
erected to bis memor}- on the northern side of the 
communion table, adorned with his arms. 

George Gifiard esquire, had a son named Ro- 
ger,-}- whose daughter by her marriage brought 
Hverton Castle to her husband Robert Burgoin, 
esquire.^ He had two sons Robert and William, 

* Prlnce'i Worthiei of Devon, quarto edition, page 4M. 

t By an iodentnre beailng date 2nd Februaiy 1634, it appean tliat 
Jolianns, widow of George Gtfbrd of llverton eiquire, in conjunctioo with 
her (OD Roger Giiibn], leaied to William Leigh oC Hverton, baker, certain 
taoda, " (bnnerly in the occupation of Sir Fnmcii Vyryan, of TrclamBine, in 
tlie County of Cornwall, knight, ( by the name of Prandi Vyryan esquire,} 
which on the 4th November 1621, waa ieaaed to aaid George Cifford, being 
aU that moiety or h&lfendeale of land* coniiiting of one eighth part of the 
diiparked park called Aabley Park, and Howden, then lately enclosed by 
Roger GiAud, fiither of George Giffard, containing about 2S acrei, between 
landi caUed Vembain, now, or late In the occupation of John Deyman gen- 
tleman, on the Bait, a parcel of ground being part of the diaparked park 
called Aahley park, now in the occupation of John Deyman on the South, 
the High-way leading fh)m Tiverton toward* Bickleigh on the Wett, and part 
of the diiparked park, called Aihley Park, now in poaaeadon of John Palmer, 
on the North." 

t We know very little reipecting either of tbeie gentlemen, Roger 
P. 
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*• ■>■ wbo sold their right in this inheritaace to Peter 
HM. *""■ S' ■ "•» I West, esqaire.4 He was a lineal de- 

rampant between ] 

6 biiieto, Or. ) scendant of Mr. John West, of "nverton, 
merchant,* who, in the year 1605, bought of Sir 
Reyoell Mohuo, knight, the quarter part, held by 
that family, of the lordship of the hundred, manor, 
and borough of Tiverton, for the sum of f2700.-t- 

Another of the West family purchased at a later 
period of the Trelawny's, the moiety of the lordship 
which then belonged to them. 

It appears by an indenture dated 3rd Decem- 
ber 1707, that George Stucley the elder, and George 
his son, both of Tiverton, gents, sold to John Upcott 
of the same place, merchant, some lands, in, or near 
Elmore, called FHth, or Frise-hayes,X formerly belong- 
ing to Sir John Trelawny, baronet, and Jonathan 
his son, and conveyed by them to George Stucley, 
father of George Stucley tbe elder. This property, in 
extent about 30 acres, was leased for 99 years, by 

Giffiud waa one of Peter Blundell'* feoffees, vai named in hii vrilL (we book 3.) 
HUton George was elected a feoffee in IG17, and hUgrandaon Roger In 16S3. 
In 1663, Robert Bui^in, esquire, wai elected to the same tratt u the heir 
of the Giffard bmilf. 

i Previoiul; of ThorrertOD, wheie he resided in 1663. 

* He had a ion named John vho in 1&91 manied Edy, daughter of 
Jatne* Blundell, of TiTcrton, and niece of Peter Blundell, founder of Tiverton 
School, and of Ellinor, lat wife of John Comjni, alias ChUcot, whoK siwd- 
■on Robert reuded at laleworth, in the Coun^ of Middlesex. 

t " B]t thia iofbrmatioD whldi wa* iccdvcd from Sir Thomas Caiew, 
we are enabled to estimate the value of the lordship, manor, Ac. at that time. 
The fourth part purchased b; Mr, West, had most pnAtablj remained entire 
tint* the first potieition of it bj the Hohnn fiunily, 4B ;eai« before the tale." 

* Frith, or Frise-haye*, known by the name of Friihaje, is a part 
of the CelUpriett propertf. 
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John Upcott, of Hrerton, merchaot, to Peter West; 
of Hverton Castle, esquire, for a consideration of 
£^, which indenture is dated 9th September, 1712; 
and t4th February, 1763, the remainder of this lease 
passed from Dame Carew, of Haccombe, widow, to 
lUchard Blundell, of Hverton, esquire, for a consi- 
deration of £36. 10s. which, was then in the possession 
of George Williams ; and thus six eighths of the whole 
descended to Peter West, and became bis inheiitance 
in 1720. One eighth of the lordship continued in the 
possession of the Coleman family, and the remain- 
ing eighth was then the property of John Spurway, 
esquire, of Oakford.;}^ 

Peter West, esquire, was high sheriff of the 
county of Devon, in the years 1 707-8. He resided 
after his purchase of it, in Tiverton castle, until his 
death, which took place 1726. 

By an Indenture bearing date 15th October 
1700, it appears this Peter also possessed a fourth 
part of Collipriest, comprehending part of Cranmore 
castle, and other lands, amounting to about 144 acres, 
which he leased for 99 years to Sarah Blundell of 
Tiverton, (widow of John Blundell, a Justice of the 
Peace, who died in 1686,) for a consideration of £110, 
and 2 broad pieces of gold.* 

By another indenture, bearing the same date. 



t Thete familiea took u part of the mnnor, the loll* of the market, 
which had been provision ally given to the poor, ( tee note to page 107) to 
tthoD they were ultiituUel; feitored. See boolc 3, Market Trutt 

* These coins were strack in the reign of Jomei Isl, and are somelimcs 
called laarel* : their value wu about 25i. They were called id in 1 732. 
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Peter also granted a lease for 99 years to Sarab 
Blundell aforesaid, of another 4th part of Collipriest, 
amounting to about 80 acres, receiving as a consider- 
ation £140, and three broad pieces of gold: and on 
the 20th March 1 726, a third quarter was conveyed, 
for the remainder of a term of 99 years, by John 
West of Tiverton, esquire, to Philip Blundell, of 
Tiverton, esquire, grandson of Sarah above named, 
to be held for his own life, and the reversion of his 
two uncles Peter and John, for a consideration of 
£100, and one broad piece of gold. 

In 1794, Collipriest appears to have been leased 
by Peter Blundell, esquire, to William Smale of 
Tiverton for a term of 3 years, paying annually 
£136. 15s. The house was originally built by one of 
the Blundell family, and the three quarters of the 
estate held by tbeni were sold to Mr. Winsloe, 
about 1770. 

The remaining 4th part, containing part of 
Cranraore castle, (Skrinkhills,) and other lands. On 
mounting " to about 120 acres, was granted by Dame 
Dorothy Carew, of Haccombe, commonly called 
Lady Carew, widow, and Christian West, of Hac- 
combe, her sister, to Dorothy Carew, of Haccombe, 
her daughter, on a lease of 3 lives, namely, her own, 
her brother Sir Thomas Carew, baronet, and John 
Drew, son of Zacbary Drew of Daccombe, receiving 
a consideration of £280;" which indenture is dated 
14th June, 1750, and it was ultimately sold by Sir 
'lliumas Carew, baronet. Mr. Winsloe afterwards 
took the name of Phillips, who about 1604, sold the 
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whole estate to Mr. Hay, from whom the present ^ ^- 
possesBor, Kev. T. Carew, purchased it in 1823. nas. 

John West, esquire,* succeeded his father. He 
however enjoyed the estate but a short time, for he 
died in 1728. 

The inheritance then became the property of 
his two sisters Dorothy and Christian West, and 
upon the death of the latter in 1759, the whole of it 
came into her sister's possession. 

Arms of Ctiew, or, A Sir Thomas Carew, baronet, of Hac- 
3 lionei^ pM. imp*- i combc, by his marriage with Dorothy 
!Zhl^o7p"te>^i West, on the 3rd of October 1727, be- 
the armi of Weit J came lord of this manor. He was 
sheriff of Devonshire in the year 1 732, and died in 
1740, leaving issue Sir John, and Dorothy. On the iho. 
death of Sir Thomas, the lordship reverted to Lady 
Dorothy Carew, his widow, who had the sole pos- 
session of this inlieritance for many years, and out- 
lived her son Sir John Carew. He died at the age ];Ga. 
of 29, of the small pox, leaving issue by Elizabeth, 
only daughter of the Rev. Henry Holdsworth, of 
Dartmouth, Sir Thomas his successor ; John West, 
in Holy Orders, who married Lydson, daughter of 
the Rev. Charles Smallwood, and had issue ; Henry, 
a Captain in the Royal Navy, who married Maria, 
daughter of the Rev. Henry Fownes and had issue; 
and Dorothy Christiana. In the year 1768, she 
purchased of the Rev. Mr. Spurway, his eighth part 
of the said lordship, and died in 1772. 



* Thi» geaUetnan wai iJw elected one of the feoffee* of Blnndell'i 
school, in 1713. 
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*• ^ Amu of Ca«w Impaling "^ Sir Thomas Carew, baronet, of 
i7;j.ched(r<.r.widwi. On.J Haccoinbc, son of Sir John, suc- 

canton of the 2nd. aV ii.. ■ • .,. 

nrord of the i.t for I cccded his grandmother m the in- 
Smauwood. J heritance of seren eighths of this 

lordship, and the sole ownership of the castle with 
the estate adjoining. He married in June 1777, 
Jane, daughter of the Rev. Charles Sraallwood, and 
had issue Henry his successor; Charles deceased; 
Thomas in Holy Orders, who married 1820, Holway, 
only daughter of Robert Baker of CuUompton, es- 
quire, and had issue ; Elizabeth, who married in 
1804 Sir John Duntze, baronet, and bad issue; 
Dorothea; Marcella Cowell, who married 1805 the 
Rev. James Coles, and has issue ; Frances, who 
married in 1810, John Were Clarke, esquire, of 
Bridwell, in the parish of Halberton, and has is- 
sue ; and Jane, who married in 1816, the Rev. 
William Rayer, h. a. rector of Tidcombe portion, 
and has issue. Sir Thomas died April 24th, 1805. 



■ Amu of Canw imiMiias Sa.\ Sit Henry Carew, baronet, suc- 
an Eagle d«pi»yedAr.b™k. needed Ws father. He married 

ed and legged Or. within «>„,,-. , ,r^nn t... . ■ i 

border engruied of the 2iid. I 3rd Octobcr 1806, Elizabeth, only 
ftw P^. ) daughter of Walter Palk, of Mar- 

ley, esquire^ by wbom he bad issue Sir Walter Palk, 
present baronet; Henry; 'lliomas; and Robert Palk. 
He died at Exeter, on Sunday October 31st, 1830, 
and was buried at Haccombe, November lltb. 

Amu of Carew impaling Sa, ■, Sir Walter Palk Carew, baro- 
.Uoai««=Ar,Uneue«i8«^ net his father's successor, was 

in chief an annulet Or, for dif- ( . .»«.,«- .. 

ferencebjtheaameofTaylor.; born July 2nd, 1807, and IS the 
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present lord of the manor.* He married, on the 34th 
of January, 1837, by special licence, Anne Frances, '837. 
eldest daughter of Lieut. Colonel Taylor, of West 
Ogwell, in the county of Devon, by whom he has 
issue. 

The dowager Lady Carew, relict of Sir Thomas, 
for many years resided in a portion of Tiverton castle, 
which is fitted for a modern residence. For more 
than a century past a farm house, rebuilt and en- 
larged a few years since, has stood upon a part of 
the ancient building, and is occupied by the tenant 
of the adjoining barton. 



* sit ThoniM Citew, wai elected % feoDee of Blundell'* idiool, in 
1780, Sir Henry, in 1BQ7, and Sir Walter, the piewnt buonet, in 1829. 



END OF VOL. 1. 
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Book I. )). 18. Note, line 11 froni bottom, for and, read the. 

19. Nole,line 2, filr 18ii readl|16 

30. line 11, tot Banul, read Bamtl. 

3S. line 4, for wtHonfy, read conmonly. 

43. line 2, (or Q/^ read From. 

64. 70, and 72, Note, Tor Spraggt, read Spriggt. 
102. Note, line 4, from bottom, for lo, read iy. 
111. line 6, liter that, read RMsy a(. 
116. lines, lot mi/eel, read ni^ccfed. 
117> Note, line 5, after fA«y, read i>arrat(>I|r. 
135. line 8, for teai, read iwre. 

150, line 6, for teile, read file. 

151. Une 5, for v«n, n^ad iboi. 

153. line 3, for CatuKtU, read Cbwweii. 
201. line 13, for tie, read fA«M. 

224. line 9, after miga, read attify. 

225. line 2, tor oat, rcadmnv. 

248. line 3, from bottom, for Cauneilt, read Cbwuelt. 
252. line S, fimn bottom, for thai, read wAicA. 
Book 2. p. 5. line 16, for of, raad tmt, 

7. Note, for Taimtr'B, read nOTUr*!. 
10. line 13, for Stenuiold, read Slernhald. 
12. line 18, for trtUrmu, read trailoroa*. 
37. Note, line 3, fbr trai, read iwrt. 
30. line 15, for Cotmty, read OMMdy. 
39. line 16, for Comitriei, reed CMoifief: 
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